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PREFACE 


Indian Census has, in 1961, along with the main task, undertaken a number of special 
studies to highlight the social and cultural heritage of India. In keeping with this tradition, 
a scheme for preparing a compendium volume on the Temples of Madras State was mooted. 
South Indian temples have attracted a large number of tourists from all parts of the country 
and even from abroad. South India has been least affected by the series of invasions which 
India witnessed because of its geographical isolation and the Hindu culture has been preserved 
in its most pristine form in Madras State. As Hindu culture is associated largely with temples, 
it is likely that a study of the temples of Madras State will give a background of what Hindu 
culture stands for. A scheme has therefore been evolved in which seven volumes will be 
published covering all the temples ia the State. Five volumes have already been published, the 
ifirst covering Madras City and Chingleput district, the second covering the districts of 
/Tiruchirapalli and South Arcot, the third covering the districts of Coimbatore and Salem, the 
fourth covering the districts of North Arcot and Nilgiris and the fifth covering the districts of 
Kanyakumari and Tirunelveli. 


This is the sixth volume which covers the districts of Madurai and Ramanathapuram. 
The manner of presentation in this; volume is similar to that adopted for the second, third, 
fourth and fifth volumes. A detailed description is given of important temples in each taluk 
while for the others, the relevant particulars are given in a tabular statement. The procedure | 
adopted for filling up the forms relating to temples in the State has been indicated in the first 
volume on Chingleput and Madras City. | 


Madarai District 

Out of 440 temples. under the control of the Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments 
(Administration) Department in Madurai district, reports were received on 368 temples. My 
staff collected information on the remaining 72 temples. In addition, schedules were received 
from 46 temples which are under private management. Such temples also have been included 
in the compendium. Thus the Directory for Madurai will cover 486 temples. The narrative 
report covers 27 temples while details relating to 459 temples are given in the tabular 
statements. The questionnaires were filled up by the following individuals and officials. 


Temples Temples : 
Details ' under the outside the Total 
: Н.В. & C E. Dept. - 
(A) Dept. 
1. By the Trustees of the temples wee asa 143 9 152 
2. By the Executive Officers of the temples - | 36 es. 36 
3. By the Revenue Inspectors aes E 88 12 100 
4. By the Village Officers => vee 56 ` 10 66 
5. By the Tahsildars | D ose 4 ... 
6. By the Panchayat Development Officer T 1 eee 1 
7. By Office Staff: 
(a) Particulars collected from the Trustees ... 62 6 68 · 
(b) Particulars collected from the Village Officers 6 I 7 
(c) Particulars collected from the Priests ... 4 1 5 
8. Information not stated ses ... 40 7 47 
46 486 


Total s dos 440 


xviii 


Details of income from immovable properties and the value of jewellery have been 
given for all temples except 16 under the former and 30 under the latter. It can be presumed 
that these temples do not have any immovable property or jewellery. 


Sketches and plans of the following temples (not according to scale) are included in this 
compendium. 


1. Sri Soundararaja Perumal temple, Thadicombu 
2. SriKalahastheeswarar temple, Dindigul 
3. Sri Dandayudhapaniswamy temple, Palni 
4. Sri Kamakshi Amman temple, Devadanapatty 
5. Sri Poolanandheeswarar temple, Chinnamanur 
6. Sri Edaganathaswamy temple, Thiruvedagam 
7. Sri Kallalagar Temple, Valayapatti 
8. Sri Thirumarai Nathar temple, Thiruvadhavur 
9. Sri Kalamega Perumal temple, Thirumugur 
10. Sri Meenakshi Sundareswarar temple, Madurai 
11. Sri Kudalalagar temple, Madurai 
12. SriSubramaniaswamy temple, Tirupparamkundram 


Ramanathapuram District 


Out of 355 temples under the control of the Hindu Religious and Charitable Endow- 
ments (Administration) Department in Ramanathapuram district, reports were received on 265 
temples. My staff collected information on the remaining 87 temples, while 3 temples have 
not reported any information. In addition, reports on 91 temples under the control of the 
Sivaganga Devasthanam, 56 shrines under the Ramanathapuram Samasthanam and 16 other 
temples which are under private management were also received. Thus the Directory for 
Ramanathapuram covers 518 temples. The narrative report covers 24 temples while the rest 
are included in tabular statements. The questionnaire has been filled up by the following 
persons. 


Temples Temples 
| Temples under the under the Temples 3 
Details under the Sivaganga Ramana- outside the © 
H.R. & C.E. Devas- thapuram Dept. pus 
(A) Dept. thanam Samas- 
thanam 
1. By the Trustees of the temples 239 --- — 14 253 
2. By the Executive Officers of temples 14 ... ... 555 14 
3. Ву the Inspectors, Н.Е. & C.E. (А) 8 wa ses 255 8 
| Department 
4. Ву the Village Officers 4 258 "S ve 4 


5. By the Devasthanam Manager wee 91 Ses Eos 91 


хіх 


Tempies ` Temples ` 
Temples under the under the Temples = 
Details under the Sivaganga Ramana- outside the 'S 
H.R. & C.E. Devas- thapuram Dept. 2 
4А) Dept. thanam Samas- 
| thanam 
6. By the Samasthanam Administrative "o ... | 56 do 56 
Secretary | 
7. By the Priests : | +” ... one 2 2 
8. By Office Staff : 
(a) Particulars collected from 77 - РА TT 77 
the Trustees 
(b) Particulars collected from 6 Jede x FER ... 6 
the Village Officers 
(c) Particulars collected from 4 ove see sue 4 
the Priests 


Total 352 | 91 56 16 515 


Details of income from immovable properties and the value of jewellery have been 
given for all temples except 8 under the former and 13 under the latter. It can be presumed 
that these temples do not have any immovable property or jewellery. 


The age of the temple will depend on the view held by the persons who filled the 
schedule and cannot always be supported by evidence of inscriptions, or other records. 


Revenue officials as well as the officials of the Sivaganga Devasthanam, Ramanatha- 
puram Samasthanam and the Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments (Administration) 
Department have been of great help to us in collecting the particulars relating to tenrples. 


Sketches and plans of the following temples (not according to scale) are included in the 
compendium :— 
1. Sri Thiruthalinathar temple, Tirupattur 
2. Sri Karpaga Vinayakar temple, Pillayarpatti 
3. Sri Kotravaleeswarar temple, Kovilur 
4. Sri Swarna Kaleeswarar temple, Kaliarkoil 
5. Sri Pushpavaneswarar temple, Tiruppuvanam 
6. Sri Adirathneswarar temple, Tiruvadanai | 
7. Sri Soundararaja Perumal temple, Paramakudi 
8. Sri Naganathaswamy temple, Nainarkoil 
9. Sri Mangalanathaswamy temple, Tiruthirakosamangai 
10. Sri Adi Jagannatha Perumal temple, Tirupullani 
11. Sri Ramanathaswamy temple, Rameswaram 


12. Sri Thirumeninathaswamy temple, Tiruchuli 


xx 


In addition to these temples, there аге АЕРА АИ shrines for village Gods and 
Goddesses with and without structures. Where there are structures, they are very small; in 
other cases, the deities are installed under trees and represented by an idol or a symbol like 
three bricks or a stone. These shrines are outside the scope of our survey; but 1 have 


indicated in the first volume relating to Madras City and Chingleput district, the important role 
played by them in the religious life of a section of the people in the State. | 


I am grateful to Sri A. Mitra and Sri A. Chandrasekhar, Registrar Generats, mulia ror 
the encouragement they have eet me in this study of Temples in Madras State. | 


P. K. NAMBIAR- 


I wish to place on record my appreciation of the able assistance given by the following 
members of my staff in the preparation and presentation of this volume. 


1. Sri N. Rama Rao Tabulation Officer 

2. Sri T. S. Rajaram _ Research Assistant 

3. Sri N. D. Rajan Photographer 

4. Sri A. Rajamani Draughtsman 

5. Sri T. Balakrishna Kurup Upper Division Clerk 
6. Sri D. Chandrasekaran Lower Division Clerk 
7. Sri V. V. Balan Nambiar do 
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MADURAI DISTRICT 
INTRODUCTION 


The City of Madurai is considered to be the 
centre of ancient Tamil culture. It has a great past, 
rich in tradition and history. It is noted for Sri 
Meenakshi Temple, the most famous in South India 
dedicated to Goddess Meenakshi well known not only 
in India but also beyond India. Still one will be 
surprised to find that Madurai District Has only 486 
temples. No doubt the Pandyas and later rulers of the 
region have contributed to the growth of temples but 
still the area is not as rich as Tanjore or Tiruchirapalli 
in temples. 


The temple of Madurai holds a unique place in 
India. Its artistic towers, wonderful musical pillars, 
colourful festivals, costly jewels are well known. Its 


presiding deity, commands respect among devotees. 


The history of the temple is linked with the growth of 
Madurai City which has witnessed the rise and fall of 
Pandyas and later Naiks. The Pandya rulers and 
later Naik chieftains contributed lavishly towards 
making it a monument of architecture. Even in the 
recent past extensive repairs have been made to the 
"temple in which ancient standard of, architecture and. 
sculpture and modern techniques of renovation and 
preservation have been harmonised. 


Twenty kilometres north-west of Madurai is Alagar 
Koil which stands under the southern end of the 
picturesque hill viz., Alagarmalai. In olden days 
there was a fortified town round the temple, which 
contained the palace of Tirumala Naik. -The hill and 
the temple have been worshipped by great 
Vaishnavite Saints like  Periyatwar, Peyalwar, 
Bhoodhathalwar, Nammalwar and Thirumangai Alwar. 
The Saivite Saint Nakkirar has sung the praise of 
Pazhamudircholai, one of the favourite resorts of Lord 


Muruga, which is located at a distance of 3 kilometres 


on the hill from Alagar Koil. 


Madurai District has the distinction of having 
three of the celebrated * Arupadai Veedu’ or the six 
favourite resorts of Lord Muruga as sung by Nakkirar. 
They are Pazhamudircholai near Alagar Кой, 


Tirupparamkundram and Palni (Thiru-avinankudi), 
the three favourite cenires of pilgrimage. f for. = 
devotees of Lord Мигора. Tirupparamkundram 1 
Madurai stands close to a hill called апаш 
Its inner most shrine is beautifully cut out of solid rock. 
Тһе temple contains several inscriptions of interest. 
The greatness of the shrine has been described in the 
literature of the Sangam age. 


- Pilgrims from all over the State and especially 
from the neighbouring State of Kerala visit the famous” 
hill temple of Muruga at Palni. The presiding deity 
known as Dandayudhapani which takes the. form of a 
young boy in the sanctum sanctorum.is supposed to be 
made of an amalgam of nine chemicals known ёз 


Navapashanam. The Panchamritham is a popular 


prasadam. This is the most popular hill temple in the 
State. ` | | 


In addition to this, Майшаі District has а 
number of shrines which have considerable historical 
and sacred associations. Thiruvedagam in Nilakottai | 
taluk was the place where the sacred leaf of Thiru- 
gnanasambandar which floated upstream in  Vaigai 
stopped, thereby establishing the greatness of Saivism 
during the trial of strength between this saint and 
Jains.” The Siva temple there was renovated and 
expanded at a huge cost by the Nattukottai Nagarathar 
community Thiruvadavur, the birth place of the 
great Saint Manickavasagar has a big Siva temple. 
The Vishnu shrine in Thirumogur is held sacred by 
Vaishnavites. Many temples, dedicated to Mariamman 
Ayyanar and other village deities are to be found in 
this district. Devadanapatti near Periakulam is 
widely known for its temple dedicated to Kamakshi 
Amman. Chinnamanur of great historical importance 
contains an ancient shrine said to have been built by a 
Pandya Kingnamed Rajasimhan. Several iateresting 
cave temples are found near Anamalai near Madurai. 
Soundarafaja Perumal Temple at Thadicombu near 
Dindigul which has been renovated in the recent past 
has sculptures of superb workmanship. 


4 


` Thus though the number of temples in the district is 
limited, it has variety and historical and archaeological 


importance. 


— Of the 486 temples in the district, 440 are under 
the administrative control of the Hindu Religious and 
Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department and the 
remaining 46 are outside the Department.. 


The taluk-wise break-up of temples is as follows:- 


Temples 
Ган “+ = = 
Name of Taluk Under Outside Total 
* the the 
H.R. & Dept. 
C.E. (A) 
: Dept. 
1. Dindigul 59 7 66 
.2. Рани ` 29 6 35 
3. Kodaikanal 6 aes 6 
4. Periakulam 96 5 101 
5. Nilakottai 66 4 70 
6, Melur 51 6 57 
7. Madurai 82 7 89 
`8. Tirumangalam 51 11 62. 
Total ... 440 46 486 


As may be seen from the above statement more 
than half the number of temples are concentrated in 
the taluks of Periakulam, Madurai and Nilakottai. 
Petiakulam taluk has the largest number of temples 
namely 101, closely followed Бу Madurai and 
Nilakottai taluks having 89 and 70 shrines respectively, 
while the least is in Kodaikanal taluk viz., 6. 


-A Classification of the temples according to the 
presiding deities reveals the following interesting 
details :— | 


Temples 
~ A — 
Presiding deities Under Outside Total 
the the 
H.R. & Dept. 
C.E. (A) 
Dept. 
Siva and His Consort 84 7 91 
Vishnu and His Consort 108 13 121 
Murugar 19 ... 19 
Goddesses (Village 98 | 6 104 
Deities) 
Vinayakar | 49 10 59 
Other Deities 82 10 92 
Total ... 440 46 486 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS БТАТЕ 

Nearly 50% of the temples are those for Vishnu 

and village deities. A special feature of this district 

is that unlike other districts, where Siva temples are 

predominant, here Vaishnavite shrines are greater in 

number. ‘There are 121 Vaishnavite shrines as 

against 91 Siva temples, apart from 59 Vinayakar 
temples and 19 shrines dedicated to Lord Muruga. 


The following statement shows the area covered 
by the temples. 


Temples 
~ A — 
Extent Under Outside Total 
the the : 
H.R. & Dept. 
C.E. (A) 
Dept. 

Below 5 cents 156 20 176 
5 cents and above but | 

below 20 cents 125 12 ' 137 
20 cents and above but . 

below 1 acre- 78 6 84 
1 acre and above but 

below 2 acres 26 5 31 
2 acres and above but | 

below 5 acres 13 e 13. 
5 acres and above but | 

below 10 acres 2 I 3 
10 acres and above | 2 ... 2 
Area not stated | 38 2 40 

Total ... 440 46 486 


~ 


It may be seen from the above statement that 
while only 2 temples cover an area of 10 acres and 
more, 176 shrines are small ones covering less than 
Scents. A major portion of the temples namely 221 
out of 486, occupy an extent ranging from 5 cents to 
an acre. Temples which cover an area of one acre and 
over is less than 11 per cent, as the number of such 
Shrines is only 49. The 40 temples which have not 
furnished the information under this head may be 
treated as small ones. Thus, more than 80 per cent of 
the temples are those, which cover an area of less than 
an acre. i 


In 22 out of 82 Siva temples, the presiding deity 
is a Swayambu Lingam while in the remaining sixty 
shrines the Moolavar is an installed one. Out of 9 
temples dedicated to the consort of Siva, in 4 temples 


MADURAI DISTRICT 


the amman is in a sitting posture, in two other shrines 


She is in a standing posture, in one temple no idol is. 


found. The remaining two shrines have not furnished 
this information. There are heads of deities only in 


two temples, while in 19 shrines neither head nor idol: 


is found. Excluding 94 temples, where their position 
is not specified, the posture of tbe presiding deities in 
other than Siva temples is as follows :— 


Standing pose er 172 
Sitting pose . ee 98 
Lying pose iss I 
In the yeda pose ... I 


Poojas are performed in all except. nine temples, € there are no priests. 


regarding poojas will be interesting: — 


Temples outside the Dept. 


Lingam >> 6. 

Karagam 5. Aa 

Trident | e 4 
Total et 280 


Saivite Gurukkals and Vaishnavite Bhattachariars 
are generally employed to perform poojas in the Siva 
and Vishnu temples respectively. The remuneration 
paid to them is low. Before they are permitted to 
enter the sanctum, they should be duly initiated 
according to the rules prescribed in the Agamas or 
Pancharatras. 


The following statement 


Temples under the H.R. & C.E. (A). Total 
© жу Dept.. 

Names of Deities — ——U а c —————— — ~ — - 
Where Where the priest Where Where the priest Where Where the priest 
poojas belongs to.. poojas ^ | belongs to _ poojas belongs to 
are per- = — “~ ~ are рег- ⁄— a — аге per- -—-———* = 
formed Brahmin- Other formed Brahmin Other formed Brahmin Other 

com- com- com- com- | com- com- 
munity munity munity munity munity munity 
a) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 0 (80 ө ' a9 
Siva and His Consort 84 67 17 5 - 3 2 89 70 19 
Vishnu and His 106 81 25 13 6 7 119 87 32 
Consort 
Murugar 19 11 8 "T | ... 19 11 8 
Vinayakar 48 15 33 10 2 8 58 17 41 
Goddesses (Village 98 7 91 6 1 5 194 8 96 
Deities) : 
‘Other Deities - 79 12 67 9 А 9 88 12 76 
Total 434 193 241 


43 D зь 47 25 272 


In the majority of temples dedicated to Siva, Vishnu 
and Murugar, the priests belong to the Brahmin 
community. In 272 out of 477 temples, persons other 
than Brahmins offer poojas. Out of 58 temples for 
Vinayakar, the priest is a Brahmin only in 17 shrines. 
So also, Brahmin priests are found only in 20 out of 
192 temples for village goddesses and other deities. 

In major Siva 'temples, after tle recitation of 
Vedas in Sanskrit by the Gurukkals, Thevaram is 
sung in Tamil by Pandarams who are known as 
*Othuvars", In Vishnu temples the Bhattachariars 
recite Vedas in Sanskrit and Thiruvoimozhi in Tamil. 

No ornaments are found in 291 temples. 30 
temples have not furnished any details under the head. 
The classificationzof the remaining 165 temples accord- 
ing to value of jewellery owned by them is as follows :- 


Temples 
— — 
. Under Outside Total 
Value of jewellery the “the 
H.R: & Dept 
C.E. (A) 
Dept 
Rs. 3 
500 and below 83 6 89 
S01 — 1,000 27 1 28 
1,001 — 5,000 28 i 29 
5,001 — 10,000 9 9 
40,001 — 50,000 5 : 5 
50,001 — 100,000 1 1 
100,001 — 500,000 1 555 1 
500,001 —1,000,000 1 1 
Above ten lakhs 2 be 2 
Total 157 8 165 


The following are the four temples, which own 
ornaments worth more than rupees one lakh. 


t. Sri Meenakshi Sundareswarar temple-— 
Madurai 


Sri Dandayudhapani temple— Рат 
з, Sri Kallalagar temple— Valayapatti 
Sri Koodalalagar temple—Madurai 


'The value of jewellery in Sri Meenakshi Sundares- 
warar temple of Madurai City is estimated at 
Rs. 19,607,279. 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


Except 14 temples, the remaining shrines have ` 
immovable properties. Barring 16 temples which have 
not given details of income, the classification of 456 
temples which derive an annual income from immova- 
ble properties is shown below :— | 


Temples 
— —À 
А Under: Outside Total 
Annual income the the 
H.R. & Dept. 
C.E.(A) 
Dept. 
Rs. Е 
500 апа below 169 17 186 
501 — 1,000 122 5 127 
1.001 — 5,000 92 a 95 
5,001 — 10,000 27 E 27 
10,001 — 50,000 19 a 19 
Above one lakh 2/744 "m 2 
Total 431 25 456 


The annual income accruing from immovable 
properties exceeds Rs. 10,000/- in 2I shrines. The 
following are the two temples whose annual income is 
Rs. 1,00,000/- and above. : 

1. Sri Meenakshi Sundareswarar Temple — 
Madurai : : 


2. Sri Dandayudhapani Temple—Palni 


Sri Dandayudhapani temple of Palni gets the 
maximum income of Rs. 13,95,416/- per annum. Sri 
Subramaniaswamy Temple at Tirupparamkundram and 
Sri Dandayudhapani Temple at Palni get an income of 
about Rs. 75,000/- and Rs. 3,61,736/- respectively 
under hundi collections ; the former also gets an addi- 
tional annual income of about Rs. 60,000/- through the 
sale of archana and abishega tickets. 


Out of 486 temples, only three temples are 
running public institutions like choultries, libraries 
primary or secondary schools. 


456 Temples have no temple Cars, while 476 have 
no Rathams. 30 Temples alone own Cars and ten 
have Rathams. Only 40 Temples are having Palan- 
quins and 122 shrines possess Vahanas like Peacock, 
Rishabam, Elephant, Horse etc. These Vahanas are 
generally made of wood or brass. The bigger and 
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more famous temples have gold and silver plated 
Vahanas. | | 


‘Annual festivals are celebrated, in 291 out of 486 
temples, while there are no festivals in the remaining 
195 shrines. The classification of temples according to 
the number of festivals observed is as. follows :— 


Temples 
Number of Under Outside Total 
féstivals in : the the 
a year H.R. & . Dept. 
C.E. (A) 
Dept. 

One festival 154 20 174 
Two festivals 30 3 33 
Three festivals 1 1 20 
Four festivals 16 _ se. 16 
5 to 10 festivals 37 4 41 
11 to 20 festivals 7 "m 7 


Total .. 263 
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The size of the erowd that gathers for the festivals | 


exceeds 1,000 in 103 Temples. 


Out of 440 Temples under the control of the 
Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) 
Department, paid Executive Officers have been appoin- 
ted by the Department oniy for 56 temples. 


There are no trustees for 59 temples. There is a 
single trustee for 259 temples and a Board consisting 
of more than one trustee is in charge of 164 temples. 
Particulars under this head have not been furnished by 
four temples. 


An analysis of the details given in the schedules 
reveals the following position regarding the age of the 
temples in the district. 


Before Christ ... 8 
Prior to 7th century ED is 
7th century to 1750 d 145 
After 1750 (Modern) e 238 
Details not piven s 95 

Total E 486 


DINDIGUL TALUK 


14. RAMAGIRI 
Hjo. Vadugambadi 


Sri Kalyawa Narasinga Perumal temple 


Ramagiri, a village situated on the Dindigul-Karur 
High road is noted for its famous 350 year-old Vaishna- 
wite shrine dedicated to Sri Kalyana Narasinga Perumal. 
The divine consort’ bere is Sri Kamalavalli Thayar. 
Madurai, the district head-quarters and Dindigul, the 
taluk head-quarters are 120 and 40 kilometres away 
respectively. It is also linked with several sacred 
centres by bus and train. 


The small beautiful temple here was built during 
the reign of the Naik rulers. The temple gopuram 
and the Amman'$ shrine were renovated by a devotee, 
about 30 years адо. There: are -two sanctum sancto- 
rum here for the Lord and Devi and a.single.prakaram, 
apart from six artistically carved stone ‘pillars, which 
are very enchanting to lookat.. ‘Phe presiding deity 
Sri Kalyana Narasinga Perumal and His consort 
Sri Kamalavalli Thayar are in a standing posture. 
Sri Hanumar, Garudar and Alwars are the other deities 
here. The festival idols of the Lord and His consort 
ate made of panchalogam. 


Poojas are performed twice daily by non-heredi- 
tary Brahmin priests, strictly according to the princi- 
ples of Vaikanasa Agamam. The temple owns antique 
jewellery in gold and silver, worth about Rs. 1580, of 
which the costly golden kasumalai of the Thayar 
deserves special mention. Besides an allowance of 
Rs. 3,355 given by the Government, the temple derives 
an annual income of Rs. 418 by way of rent from its 
immovable property consisting of 14 tamarind trees, 
In addition to the above income, Rs. 250 and Rs. 50 
per annum are got from pooja charges and hundi 
collections respectively. These amounts are spent for 
the upkeep and general maintenance of the temple. 
There is a 100 year old Car (Ther) anda Palanquin 
here, made of wood. 


Chithra Pournami, Narasimha Jayanthi, Nava- 
rathri and Brahmothsavam in Panguni (February- 
March) are the regular annual festivals celebrated here, 


of which the Panguni Brahmothsavam and Navarathri 
are the most important ones, which attract about 
5,000 devotees from far and near. 


The temple has an Executive Officer and a Board 
of trustees consisting of three members. It is. under 
the control of the Hindu Religious and Charitable 
Endowments ( Admn.) Department. 


50. THADICOMBU 
Sri Soundararaja Perumal Temple 


Thadicombu, a village situated near Dindigul has 
a Vaishnavite shrine dedicated to Sri Soundararaja 
Perumal which is a treasure house of superb architec- 
ture and sculpture. The work is of the later Naik 
style. This temple has been renovated. recently, 
thanks to the keen interest taken by. some devout and 
art-loving citizens. = = 


Originally known as Thalapuri (palmyrah village), 
this was closely associated in the past with Kallalagar 
temple (Thirumalirumcholai) near Madurai and Katta- 
lagar temple near Srivilliputhur. ^ Scriptures refer to 
these three sacred places simultaneously. Lithic | 
inscriptions in the temple and other copper inscriptions 
speak volumes of the greatness of this place and temple 
and the handsome endowments made by the kings. 
Towards the end of the eighteenth century, it is-said 
that Thadicombu was the headquarters of a taluk 
under British rulers. It is situated at a distance of 
about 8 kilometres to the north of Dindigul. The two 
places are well connected by bus. The temple which 
is close to the bus stop is a little away from the village 
proper. 


Legend has it that once Sage Manduka was per- 


‘forming а severe penance in this place. A demon 


called Thalasura was giving trouble to the sage now 
and then. In answer.in the sage's prayer, Sri Narayana 
appeared in the form of Kallalagar and killed the 
demon. The Lord agreed to the request of the Sage 
to remain for ever in this place. 
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The artistic Mandapam before the Goddess’ sanctum in the Temple at Thadicombu 


Image of Lord Vishnu on Garuda in the temple at Thadicombu 


The impressive carving depicting dance of Natarajar with his right leg 
lifted in the temple at Thadicombu 


Mud 


The awe-inspiring image of Thillai Kali in the temple at Thadicombu 


The life-like image of Sri Chakrathazhvar in the temple at Thadicombu 


The imposing image of Lord Vishnu (Sri Vaikuntanathar) on a 
pillarin the temple at Thadicombu 


Image of Sri Ramar on 


the back of Hanumar on a pillar in the temple at Thadicombu 


The festival idols of Sri Soundararaja Perumal and His consorts in the temple at Thadicombu 


SRI SOUNDARARAJA PERUMAL TEMPLE 


THADICOMBU 


( Not to Scale ) 
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The festival idols of the Lord and His consorts in Sri Soundararaja Perumal Temple, Vadamadurai 


MADURAL DISTRICT 


"The east-facing temple with its tall gopuram is 
fairly big. It has on all its four sides strong and lofty 
walls. There are five chief sanctum in the temple. 


Sri Soundararaja Perumal with Sri Devi and Bhu 


. Devi gives darshan in a standing posture in the sanc- 


tum sanctorum. The Perumals idol is about 5 feet. 


high. A small stone pedestal is seen in the northern 
corner of the sanctum sanctorum. This is supposed 
to be the seat offered to Sri Chakkarathalwar by the 
Lord himself. Тһе idol of this Alwar is not there 
now. Only the Peetam remains. To the south of the 
Lord is the sanctum of the Goddess Sri Soundaravalli. 
Sri Andal, Sri Vishvaksenar and Sri Chakkarathalwar 
have got separate sanctum. The sanctum of Sri 
Chakkarathalwar is a separate temple by itself in the 
south-west corner. The other stone idols in the temple 
are: Sri Vinayakar, the Alwars, the Dasavatharas, and 
Goddess Saraswathi. Inthe inner prakaram we find 
the sannadhis of Sri Venugopala, Anjaneya, Bairavar 
.and Lakshmi Narasimha. There are a number of 
copper idols too. Poojas are conducted twice daily 
according to the Рапсћагита ‘Agama. 


The unjalmandapam and kalyanamandapam 
before the goddess’s sanctum contain artistic pillars 
`of exquisite workmanship. These mandapas are a veri- 
table art gallery. The life-like images of Sri Natarajar, 
Sri Rama on the shoulders of Sri Anjaneya etc., on the 
pillars point to the high water-mark of sculpture in the 
past. There are two musical pillars which compare 
favourably with those in Madurai, Tirunelveli, Tenkasi, 
Suchindram, Krishnapuram and Alwarthirunagari. 


The sthalaviruksham of the shrine is vilvam. The 
temple has a modest property in terms of land. In the 
kalyanamandapam, people are allowed to perform 
marriages. A nominal fee of Rs. 10 is collected per 
marriage. The temple authorities say that on an 
average about 300 marriages take place in a year. The 
Vahanas inthe temple are Horse, Elephant, Swan, 
Garuda and Adisesha. 


The ten-day Brahmothsavam of the temple takes 
place in the month of Adi (July-August) when about 
5,000 people gather here. The Car festival is celebrated 
on one of these days. The most important festival is 
however the Chithra Pournami when the Lord’s idol is 
taken in procession to Dindigul. After about 5 days; 
the idol comes back to the temple. 
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65. KAMAKSHIPURAM 
Sri Gopinathaswamy Temple | 


About three kilometres from Réddiarchathram 
railway station, is a hillock on which is picturesquely 


Situated the Vaishnavite temple dedicated to Sri Gopi- 


nathaswamy. Up to Reddiarchathram oné caa go by 
bus or train. From there one has to walk to teach the 
temple. 


According to the temple authorities, the original 
shrine is about 300 years old. The present temple was 
constructed in 1949. There is a mandapam at the foot 
of the hillock. Choultrigs for the stay of pilgrims 
have also been constructed. The temple facing. east 
measures 20’ x 18’. . 


There is a 16’ tall beautiful | gopuram which can be 
seen even from a long distance. The temple ‘has. a 14 


pillar arthamandapam and a single prakaram.. The 


presiding deity Sri Gopinathaswamy is a 3’ tall. stone,” 
image in the form of Lord Krishna with His flute. 
The festival idol is about 2'3" tall. The diving consort 
is known as Sri Gopamman. On Saturdays milk -and 
curd abishegam is done to the presiding deity. 
Poojas are performed thrice daily by hereditary 
priests. The poojas are not according to Agamas, 
but follow the Vaishnava conventional procédure. 


The two-day Uri Adi festival celebrated in the . 
Tamil month of A vani is the most important festival 
of the temple. It starts on the Sri Krishna Jayanthi. 
After a grand abishegam to the Moolavar on that 
day the festival idols .are taken in an impressive 
procession down the hillock to the nearby Kadir 
Narasinga Perumal temple. The next day the Uri Adi 
festival takes place before the Narasinga Perumal 
temple. On the third day the festival idols reach 
the temple on the hillock early in the morning. 
People in large numbers take part in the procession 
and the festival. : 


The temple possesses considerable antique jewels. 
The annual income from Hundi amounts to Rs. 52,000. 
The temple comes under the Hindu Religious and 
Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department. There 
is a Board of trustees with five members and'an Exe- 
‘cutive Officer who look after the адыр of the 
temple. 
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79. VADAMADURAI 
Sri Soundararaja Perumal Temple 


Vadamadurai is noted for its famous Vaishnavite 
shrine dedicated to Sri Soundararaja Perumal. His 
. consort js Sri Soundaravalli Thayar. Madurai, the 
district bead-quarters and Dindigul the taluk head- 
quarters are 80 and 17 kilometres away respectively. 
There are several stone inscriptions here. 


The temple which covers an area of about one 
acre has two prakarams. It is said that it was built 
by the Naik rulers who administered this’ place. In 
1958, it was renovated and a beautiful Rajagopuram 
was constructed. The sacred vilva tree is the sthala- 
viruksham here. 


As one approaches the temple, one comes across 
a 18 high stone pillar called Kambathadi which has 
on all its four sides at the base the iuspiring images 
of Hanumar, Garuda, the holy Chakram and Conch. 
It is said that at the time of the Garuda Sevai festival, 
fire will be placed on the top of this pillar before the 
festival image is taken out on procession. The temple 
authorities state that in the song Mayanai mannum 
Vada Madurai Maindanai of Thiruppavai, Andal 
теѓетѕ to this shrine. 

Poojas are performed twice daily by non-heredi- 
tary Brahmin priests of the Vaishnavite sect. The 
ornaments in the temple are worth over Rs. 7,470/– of 
which the gold crown studded with precious stones and 
kasumalai consisting of 50 coins deserve special 
mention. The immovable properties of the temple 
comprise 16:60 acres of dry lands and a few buildings 
which fetch an annual income of about Rs. 18,000/~ by 
way of rent; this sum is utilised for its maintenance. 
‘It also gets an additional income of Rs. 400/- every 
year, through its hundi collections. The temple owns 
a Саг and seven other Vahanas viz., Elephant, Lion, 
Horse, Adiseshà, Garuda, Hanumar and Swan, all 
made of wood. 

The eleven-day ‘Brahmothsavam in Adi, Panguni 
Uthiram and Chithra Pournami are the regular annual 
festivals celebrated here, of' which the Adi Brahmothsa- 
„мапа is the most important one. During this festival 
a big cattle fair is held for 7 days. The festival attracts 
about a lakh of devotees from far and near. The 
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festival idol is taken to Dindigul in the Panguni festival. 
On the Chithra Pournami day the deity is taken to 
Pal Keni, a well about 2 furlongs from the temple. 


Ñ 
The temple is managed by a Board of three 
trustees, through an Executive Officer, all appointed by 
the Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments 
(Admn.) Department. A small temple dedicated to 
Sri Meenakshi Sundareswarar situated nearby, is a 
sub-temple of the Perumal temple. 


93. DINDIGUL 
Sri Kalahastheeswarar Temple 


The commercial town of Dindigul which is strate- 
gically situated about 65 kilometres to the north of 
Madurai has a famous Siva temple. Dindigul, which 
perhaps derived its name from a huge rock'at the 
western end of the town is the head-quarters of one of 
the taluks of the same name. It isa first class munici- 
pality and the second largest town in the district. : It is 
linked with Madurai and other important centres by 


: bus and train. 


Though the temple is known in records as Sri 
Kalabastheeswarar temple, it is populat in and 
around the town as the temple of Sri Abhirami 
Amman. А sthalapuranam in Tamil has “been _publi- 
shed in 1962 according té which this was once a sacred 
place called Padmachala, sanctified by the presiding 
deity. 


It is understood that formerly the images of Sri 
Padmagirinathar (Siva) and Sri Abbirami Amman 
(Parvathi) were worshipped in a temple on the top of 
the rock. This temple is said to have been originally 
constructed for Siva by the Pandyas whose archite- 
cture it resembles. The goddess seems to have been 
installed by the Vijayanagar King, Achuthadevarayar 
in 1538 A.D. There was also a big fort on the rock 
supposed to have been built by Muthukrishnappa Naik 
in 1605 A.D. During the invasion of Tippu Sultan the 
idols were removed from the temple for safety and 
installed in the present temple which then housed, Sri 
Kalahastheeswarar and Sri Gnanambigai. Even now 
the dilapidated temple and the fort on the rock can be 
seen. 
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SRI KALAHASTHEESWARAR AND ABIRAMIAMMAN TEMPLE + 


DINDIGUL 
( Not to Scale ) 
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The festival idol of Amman in the Temple at Dindigul Town 


A view of the huge rock with the dilapidated fort and temple in Dindigul 


MADURAI DISTRICT 


The Temple is m a busy part of the town, 
covering an arca of about 0:69 acre, It has a 45 feet tall 


gopuram. There are four sanctum and a broad ` 


prakaram. The temple has several festival idols, 


all made of panchalogam. 


Poojas are performed thrice daily by non- 
hereditary Brahmin pricsts. The temple owns antique 
jewellery in gold and silver worth about Rs. 31,581/-, 
donated by devotees. The immovable property of the 


temple comprises a few buildings and many shops, 


which fetch an annual income or Rs. 33,433/- by way 
of rent ; this sum is utilised for its maintenance. The 
temple also gets an additional annual income of 
Rs. 500/- through its hundi collections and by the sale 
of archana and abishega tickets. | 
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The temple ownsa Ther, Ratham, Palanquin and 
several other Vahanas ali made of wood. Of the 


several festivals celebrated here, the Brahmothsa- 
vam in Chithrai is the most important one, which 


- attracts about 20,000 devotees from far and near. ` 


The affairs of the temple are managed by а Board 
of trustees with three members, functioning through an 
Executive Officer, all appointed by the Hindu - 
Religious and Charitable Endowments (A T n.) | 
Department. Local citizens evince a keen interest 
in the upkeep of the temple. Religious lectures 
are arranged on festive occasions in the spacious 
western prakaram fof the shrine which are well 
attended. i 


12 


Location code unit 


si adopted for 1961 Local name of 


Census bamlet or 
No village 
No. Name 
a) о G) (4) 
1 1 Landakottai (P) Lanthakottai 
2 s. do do 
3 2 Theendakkal Theendakkal 
(P) 
4 4 Gudalur (P) Gudalore 
5 13 Kombai R. (P) Kombai R. 
6 14  Vadugambadi Ramagiri 
(P) 
7 30 Boothipuram Boothipuram 
(v) 


Name 
of 
Temple 


(5) 


Sri Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Sri Kaliamman 
Temple (Р) 


Sri Veerapan- 
deeswarar 
Temple (S) 


Sri Meenakshi 


Sundareswarar 


Temple (5) 


Sri Erithipatti 
Kannimar 
. Temple F) 


· Sn Kalyana 


Narasinga 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Sri Kari Varada- 


raja Perumal 
Temple (V) 


97 


750 


200 


350 


0°15 


0-18 


0:05 


010 


Not . 


stated 
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Principal Deity  Sub-deities 


19) (9) 


DINDIGUL 


Location 


(Nearest Railway 


station) 


(10) 


“Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Balakrishna аз 
Perumal! 


Sri Kaliamman 
naswamy 
Sri Madurai 

Veeran 


Sri Veerapan- 
deeswarar Sri Nandhike- 


swarar 


Sri Vinayakar . 


Sri Dakshina- 
murthy 


Sri Chandikes- . 


warar 


Sri Meenakshi- 


Sundares- Sri Subramaniar Railway station 
warar Sri Dakshina- 13 miles 
. murthy 
Sri Chandikes- 
warar 
Sri Erithipatti E Ayyalur 
Kannimari- . Railway station 
amman 11 miles 
Sri Kalyana Sri Kamala- Dindigul 
Narasinga valli Railway station 
Perumal Thayar 24 miles 
Sri Kari Varada- „eee ‚ Dindigul 
raja Perumal Railway station 
| 14 miles 


Pulivur 


Railway station 
81 miles 


Sri Karuppan- Puliyur 


Railway station 
8 miles 


Sri Visalakshi Karur 


Railway station 
. 16 miles 


Sri Vinayakar Karur 


TALUK 
Movabie property 
Annual à — 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed fo. property (in acres) Rs. 
PR E Wet 'Apprais Ri Vah 
y.H. R. c pprai- = ahanam 
GSE. Wa De 14 оз у sit 
Rs. C. E. (А) 
an G аз (14) (2) Q9 (17) (18) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department 
40 . .. 1900 = аа së s z 
£40 aoe +. wee Garden ase 15 Horse 
0:97 Elephant | 
Kamadhenu 
Chapparams-2 
673 em ove 39-20 чө 2. өе ew. - Ratham _ 
E ы E Chapparam 
Swan 
` Horse _ 
Rishabam 
$230 16:39 i wes € ES 256 asi 
6,364 WA n m Trees-14 E 1,580 Palanquin 
` Ratham E 
20 24A 33-39 S: PT us " 


rites perf: 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Pillai 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Pandaram 


Once a day 
by a Gurukkal 


Once a day 
by a Gurukkal 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Naicker 


Twice a day 


` by a hereditary 


Bhattar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 
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Festivals. 


(20) 


| Rathothsavam 


in Panguni 


Adi 18th Day 
Karthigai Deepam - 
Thai Pongal 
Sivarathri 


Brahmothsavam 
in Panguni 
Navarathri 
Chithra Pournami 
Narasinga 
Jayanthi 
Gokulasbtami 
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DINDIGUL 
Location code unit | 
SI adopted for 1961 Local name of Name Reported Area А Location 
No. Census hamlet or of age (in in Principal Deity ` Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
s village Tempie years) acres : station) 
No. Name 
а) (2 (3) (4) (5) (6) ‹7) (8) (9) (10) 
Temples under the Hindu Religious 
8 32 Kalvarpatty Kalvarpatty Sri Varadataja 200 Below Sri Varadaraja Sri Vigneswa- Dindigul 
(P) Perumal 001 Perumal rar Railway station 
Temple (V) Sri Nagar 18 miles 
9 35 Vedasandur Yedasandur Sri Kasi Viswa- 100 021 Sri Kasi Sri Visa- Dindigul 
(P) nathaswamy Viswanatha- lakshi Railway station 
Temple (S) swamy 12 miles 
10 43  Ayyalur(P) Ayyaluc Sri Karunagiri Not 002 Sri Karunagiri " Ayyalur 
Varadaraja known Varadaraja Railway station 
Perumal 2 Perumal 
Temple (Vy 
и Е do do Sri Ayyanar Not Not Sri Ayyanar See do 
Temple (O) known stated 
12 БА do do Sri Athu Not Not Sri Athu 425 до 
Pillayar known stated Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 
13 xr do do Sri Vandi Karue 200 0°06 Sri Vandi Sri Kannimar Ayyalur 
Ppannaswamy Karuppanna- Sri Muniappar Railway station 
Temple (O) swamy 2 miles 
14 w do Kollamuthupalli Sri Kannimar Not Not SriKannimar T Ayyalur 
Temple (F) known stated Railway station 
15 50 Thadicombu Thadicombu Sri Soundararaja ‘500 400 Sri Soundara- Sri Soundara» Dindigul 
(P) Perumal rajaperumal valli Raiiway station 
Temple (V) Thayar 5 miles 


MADURAI DISTRICT | 
-TALUK (Contd.) 


^ Annual 
income 
assessed for 


Extent of immovable 


Fasli 1375 —— 


an 


Wet 


(12) 


property (in acres) 


Wet 
Dry & 

Dry 
(13) (14) 


Others 


(15) 


Movabic property 
ww Up 


= ОРИ 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 


=—— YT. Vahanam 


Apprai- Repor- 
sed by ted by 
Н. В. & temple 
C. E.(A) 
Dept. 
(16) an 


end Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


495 


434 


217 


E 


300 


150 


498 


4,173 


+++ 


Extent 


Extent 


Extent 


Extent 


2:85 


` 15:00 ++ 
... 1:36 
not stated 

not stated 

not stated 

021 ave 
not. stated 
1:18 m 


one 


Shops 


... ... 


m 1,150 


(18) 


Rishabam 


Horse 


Ratbam 
Elephant 
Swan, Lion 
Garuda 
Horses-2 
Nagam 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Twice a week 
by à hereditary . 
Brahmin 


Poojas by a 
Brahmin 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Poojas 
by a Brahmin 


Poojas 
by a Brahmin 


Once a week 
by a Poosari 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Naidu 


Twice a day 
by а Bhattacbariar 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Festival 
in Chithrai 


Brahmothsavam 
in Adi 
Chitbra Pournami 


16 


(0 


16 . 


17 


19 


21 


` 23 


Location code unit 


adopted for 1961 Local name of ` Name Reported Area 


Census hamlet or of age (in in 
village Temple years) acres 
No. Name 
(2) (3) (4 (5) (6) (7) 
51 Agaram (Р) - Арага Sri Mutha- 250 0:30 
| lamman 
Temple (F) 
57 Koltapulli Chatharapatti Sri Devaraja 250 0'03 
(P) у Perumal 
Temple (V) 
m do Pudukulam -Sri Kannimar 250 Below 
Temple (F) 0:01 
о до Kottapulli Sri Kadir Not 0°53 
Narasinga known 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 
62 Gudalvayi (P)  Thirumalairoya- Sri Thiruvengada 50 0:03 
puram Perumai 
Temple (V) 
65 .Kamakshiputam Reddiar. Sri Gopinatha- 300 0:05 
(P) chathram swamy 
Temple (V) 
66 ^ Sirangadu(V) Muthukuma- Sri Mariammau 60 212 
rampatti Temple (P) 
69 Anaipatty (P) — Anaipatty Sri Meenakshi 60 0:18 
` Sundareswarar 


Temple (S) 
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DINDIGUL 
Location 
Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
` Station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Mutha- aes Dindigul 
lamman Railway station 


6 miles 


Sri Devaraja Szi Ubaya- ^ Reddiar- 


Perumal nachiar chathram 
Railway station 
8 miles 
Sri Kannimar ..  Reddiar- 
amman ; chathram 
| Railway station . 
9 miles 
Sri Kadir Sri Kamala- Reddiar- 
Narasinga valli Nachiar chathram 
Perumal Sri Veera Railwaystitión 
Hanumar 1 mile 
Sri Thiruvengada P Ee Oddan- 
Perumal chathram 
Railway static a 
5 miles 


Sri Соріра- Sri Gopa- Reddiar- 
thaswamy mman chathram 
Railway statio: 
2 miles 


Sri Mariamman Sri Kali- Reddiar- 
amman chathram 
Sri Muniappar Railway statio: 
Sri Vinayakar 5 miles 


Sri Meenakshi ... Akkaraipatti 
Sundareswarar Railway station 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Movable property 
Annual mE 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
ass¢ssed for property (in acres) Rs. 
Fasli 1375 — 
y H. R. : Wet š Repor- Vahanam 
C. E. Wet Dry & Otbers by ted by 
(A) Dept. Dry H.R.& temple 
Rs. C. E. (A) 
Dept. 
(1D (12) (13) (14) (15) (6) (17) (18) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 
8,390 ET T E wee 9,285 oss Palanquin 
Chapparams-3 
200 EX 252 e mae oe ... ... 
200 0-72 11-69 РА а 9" e ... 
1,267 . sès sss 458-48 А P 40 ... 
49,176 is 40-00 ed s= d 3,650 — Sahadai 
Chapparam 
Rishabam 
646 Extent not stated WA & 200 = 
200 $00 m ss ees m 150 m 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Twice a day 
by a Chettiar 


Once a day 
by a Naicker 


Once a day. 
by a Naicker 


Twice a day 
by a Bhattachariar 


Thrice a day 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Poosari 


Poojas 
by a Brahmin 
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Festivals 


Q0) 


Narasiaga Jayanthi 
in Chithrai | 


Sri Jayanthi 


Mariamman 
festival in Masi 


18 


51. 
No. 


a) 


24 


25 


28 


29 


30 


31 


Location собе unit 
adopted for 1961 
Census 


No, 


(2) 


73 


75 


76 


85 


88 


93 


Мате 


(3) 


Seelapadi 
e 


Padiyur (P) 


Ми раа (P) 


Vadamadurai 
e 


Sengurichi 
(P) 


Siluvathur 


(V) 


. Dindigul 


(M) 


do 


Local name of - 
hamlet or 
village 


(4) 


(5) 


Chellamanthadi Sri Vinayakac 


Padiyur 


Mullipadi 


Vadamadurai 


Sengurichi 


Siluvathur 


Malai 
Adivaram 


Dindigul 


Temple (G) 


Sri Akkammal 
Temple (F) 


Sri Thirukame- 
swarar 
Temple (S) 


Szi Soundararaja 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Sri Subramania- 
swamy 
Temple (M) 


Sri Veera 
Chinnammal 
Temple (F) 


Sri Anjaneya- 
swamy 
Temp:e (O) 


Sri Drowpathi- 
amman 
Temple (F) 


Reported 
age (in 
years) 


(6) 


150 


100 


500 


100 


100 


500 


350 


0°05 


0-04 


1-00 


0:02 


0:02 


0°14 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


DINDIGUL ` 
Location , 
Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Vinayakar ... Dindigul 
Railway station 
4 miles 
Sri Akkammal m Thamaraipadi | 
Railway station 
2 miles, 
Sri Thiruka- Sri Kamakshi- Thamaraipadi 
meswarar amman Railway station 
13 miles 
Sri Soundara- Sri Soundara- Vadamadurai 
raja valli Thayar Railway spine юа 
Perumal 3furopgs  — 
Sri Subra- Sri Vinayakar Vadamadurai 
maniar Railway station 
8 miles 
Sri Veera ate Vadamadurai 
Chinnammal Railway station 
83 miles 
Si Anjaneya- Sri Ramar Dindigul 
swamy Sri Sita Railway station 
Sri Laksh- 1š miles 
manar · 
‘Sri Krishnar 
Sri Drowpathi- Sri Arjunan Dindigul 
amman Sri Madurai Railway station 
Veeran 1 mile 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Annual 


income Extent of immovable 
assessed for property (in acres) 
Fasli 1375 — — 
by H. R. Wet 
& C. E. Wet Dry & Others 
(A) Dept. ' Dry 
Rs. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) 


Movable property 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


292 ... 2°59 S sue 
9 655 3:57 2620 zs ES 
220 59:86 v. eee m 
18,175 — 16°63 Building 
200 ue 5-00 te - 
1,638 10-00 m ТА House 
5,180 ai waa .. Shops-10 


Repor- Vahanam 
sed by ted by 
H.R.& temple 
С.Е.(А) 
Dept. 
(16) (17) (18) 
7,471 bee Car, Ratham 
Elephant 
Horse 
Sesha 
Garuda 
Hanumar 
Lion, Swan - 
Vabanas-9 
.. Value 
воі 
stated 
"T 2,100 oo 
РА 200 E 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Pandaram 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Gounder 


Poojas 
by a Brahmin 


Twice a day 
by a Bhattachariar 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Pandaram 


Poojas 
by a hereditary 
Chettiar 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Once a day 
by a Pillai 


19 


Festivals 


(20) 


Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 


Sivarathri 


Panguni Uthiram 


Brahmothsavam 
in Adi 

Panguni Uthiram 

Chithra Pournami 


Vaikasi Visakam 


Sri Ramanavami 
Sri Jayanthi 
Navarathri 


Navarathri 


Si. 
No. 


(D 


32 


33 


35 


36 


37 


39 


Location code unit 


adopted for 1961 Loca! name of 


No. 


О) 


93 


” 


.. 


Census 


Name 


(3) 


Dindigul (M) 


do 


do 


do 


do 


do 


do 


do 


hamlet or 


village 


(4) 


Chettinai- 
ckenpatti 


Dindigul 


do 


do 


do 


do 


do 


do 


Name 
of age Gn 
Temple years) 
(5) | (6) 


Sri Kalahasthec- 650 
swaraswamy & 
Abhirami- 
amman 
Temple ` 
(S) 


Sri Kalaikattu 60 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Kottaimari- 400 
amman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Menthakali- 200 
amman 
Tempie (F) 


Sri Saneeswarar 100 
Temple (O) 


Sri Srinivasa 500 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Sri Sowdamman 80 
Temple (F) 


Sri Kaliamman Not 
Temple (P) known 


Reported Area 


0:69 


0:03 


Not 
stated 


007 


0:05 


13:50 


0:04 


007 


Principal Deity 


(8) 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


DINDIGUL 
Location 
Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(9) (10). 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Kalahas- 
theeswarar 


Sri Vinayakar 


Sri Kottai- 
mariammanu 


Sri Mantha- 
kaliamman 


Sri Saneeswarar 


Sri Srinivasa 


Perumal 


Sri Sowdam- 


Sri Kalianman 


Sri Abhirami- Dindigul 


amman Railway station 
Sri Bhadragi- 1 mile 
rçeswarar | 


Sri Gnanambigai 


Sri Subrama- do 
niar 
Sri Idumbar 


Sri Vinayskar Dindigul 


Sri Muniappa- Railway station 
swamy 15 miles 
Sri Karuppanna- 
swamy 
Sri Madurai 
Veeran' 
Sri Madurai. do 
Veeran 
dum Dindigul 
Railway station 
14 miles 
Sri Andal: do 


Sri Vinayakar Dindigul 


Sri Murugan Railway station 
Sri Valli 1 mile 
Deivayanai 

Sri Kali 

Sri Hanumar do 


Sri Vinayakar 


MADURAI DISTRICT 21 
TALUK. (Contd.) 


Movable property 


Annual = 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery . 
assessed for property (in acres) 5 Rs. Periodical . 
Fasli 1375  — — — —IoJO rites performed Festivals 
by H. R. Wet Apprai- Report-- Маһапат on behalf of 
& C. E. Wet Dry & Others sed by ed by ` temple 
(A) Dept. Dry H.R.& temple 
Rs C. E. (A) 
A Dept. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) (19) (20) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 
33,433 sea asa T Building 31,581 225 Саг Thrice а дау Brahmothsavam 
Palanquin by Gurukkals in Chithrai 
Ratham 
Vahanas-24 
1,515 m wee Ves жае: со. 21 Once a day Vinayaka 
by a Brahmin Chathurthi 
12,124 " re m Shop 1,184 es — Sahadai Twice a day Brabmothsavam 
by a Vellalar in Masi 
2°638 A ET Sbops-ii E Ka T Once а day © Brahmothsavam 
| by a hereditary in Vaikasi 
Vanniar 
743 ne sis id Huts ess € ... Poojas Festival in Adi 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 
3,808 n 1-36 T ç гае 500 === Twice а day = 
: by a Brabmin 
1,253 - ... aes Houses-4 - 5°0 РРА Twice а йау Thiruvadhirai 
by a Chettiar Karthigai Deepam 
Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 
Navarathri 
5 284 ace "T os Houses-2 490 сеа Опсе а day | Kaliamman 
B Shops-2 by a Brahmin festival in Thai 
Vinayaka 


Chathurtbi 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


22 
DINDIGUL 
Location code unit г ; : 
SI adopted for 1961 Local name of Name Reported Area UP ; .. Location 
No Census hamlet or of | аге (in in Principal Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
> village Temple years) acres station) 
No. Name 
(у @ (3 (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) 
Temples under the Hindu Religious 
49 93 Dindigul (M) Dindigul Sri Vandi Kali- 60 0:36 Sri Vandi Kali- Sri Bhagava- Dindigul 
i amman amman thiamman Railway station 
Temple (F) | Sri Angales- 14 miles 
wari 
Sri Madurai 
Veeran - 
Sri Karupp- 
annan 
41 in do Madurai Road Sri Akhasalai NOT 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 
42° 94 Pallapatty Pallapatty Sri Agasthya 100 Below Sri Agasthya Sri Veeraba- | Dindigul 
(P) Vinayakar 0:01 Vinayakar dhrakali Railway station 
Tempie (G) Sri Chonai- | 2 miles 
š swamy ` : 
Sri Karupp- 
annaswamy 
4 100  Dharmathu- Pazhaiya Sri Subramania- 50 0:03 = SriSubramania- Sri Kaliamman Reddiar- 
"patti (P) Kannivadi swamy swamy Sri Bhagava- — chathram 
Temple (M) thiamman Railway station 
Sri Karuppan- 7 miles 
naswamy 
44 ^. do do Sri Vinayakar 45 0:20 Sri Vinayakar _ wA Reddiar- 
Temple (G) : chathram 
| Railway station 
45 104 Ayyampala- Ayyampala- Sri Pería 100 0:50 — Sri Peria i ... Kodaikanal Road 
yam (P) yam Ayyanar Ayyanar Railway station 
Temple (O) 13 miles 
46 106 Sitherevu Sitherevu Sri Varadaraja 199 030 Sri Varadaraja m Kodaikanal Road 
Perumal Perumal Railway station 
15 miles 


(P) 
| > Temple (V) ' 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 
| Annual 

incóme 


assessed for 
Fasli 1375 


"ap. 


(12) 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 


Wet 
Dry & Others 
Dry 
(13) (14) (15) 


Movable property 


: Value of Jewellery 
. Rs. 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


7,496 - 
REPORTED 
520 
3.243 1:47 
6:2 d 
4,550 2:78 
489 is 


Extent 


A ses Shops-14 
not stated ae 
5:77 2:99 Shandy 
132:55 ... m 
mx 11162 


Apprai Repor- Vahanam 
веб Бу ted by 
H.R.& temple 
C. E. (A) 
Dept. 
(16) (17) (18) 
= 49 "Bhootham 
Palanquin 
+ 799 
455 ... Horse 
AG 40 Horse 
Garuda 
Vahanas-2 


` Palanquin 


— 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Chettiar 


Once a day 
by a Pillai 


-Once a day 


by а hereditary 
Poosari 


Once a day 
by a Poosari 


Twice a day 
by a Poosari 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


23 


Festivals 


(20) 


Brahmothsavam 
in Panguni 


Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 

Veerabadrar 
festival in Adi 


Chithra Pournami 
Navarathri 


Chithrai festival 


Chithra 
Pournami 

Navarathri 

Adi Pooram 


24 


47 


48 


49 


50 


51 


53 


54 


No. 


Location code unit 


adopted for 1961 Local name of 
Census hamle! 


t Or 
village 
No. Name 
(2 (3) (4) 
111 Authoor (P) Authoor 
.. do do 
T do do 
114 — Veegnkal Veerakal 
(P) 
» do do 
” do do 
122 Ambathurai: ` Ambathurai 
(P) 
7 do Malakottai 


Name Reported 
ot age (in 

Temple years) 

(5) (6) 

Sri Kasi Viswa- Not 
nathaswamy known 
Temple (S) 

Sri Sakkarai 120 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 

Sri Vandi Not 
Kaliamman known 
Temple (F) 

Sri Soundamman 79 
Temple (F) 

Sri Perumal 100 
Temple (V) 

Sri Vinayakar 50 
Temple (G) 

Sri Jambuthurai- 100 
amman 
Temple (F) 

Sri Badhrakali- 300 
amman 


Temple (F) 


0) 


0°22 


0°02 


Below 
001 


0:15 


0:01 


1:50 


Below 


0:01 


0:05 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATB 


Principal Deity 


(8) О). 


DINDIGUL 


Location 


Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 


Station) 


(0) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Kasi Viswa- Sri Visa- 
nathaswamy lakshi 
Sri Viswe- 
swarar 
Sri Sakkarai oes 
Vinayakar 
Sri Vandi Sri Mutha- 
Kaliamman lamman | 
Sri Soundamman «is 
Sri Perumal ... 


Sri Vinayakar  . Сее 


Sri Jambuthurai- ese 
amman 
Sri Badhra- Sri Meena- 
kshiamman 


kaliamman 


Ambathurai 
Railway station 
5 miles 


Ambathurai 
Railway station 


Ambathurai 
Railway station 
4 miles 


Dindigul 
Railway station 
74 miles 


Dindigul 
Railway station 
7 miles 


do 
Ambathurai 


Railway station 
14 miles 


Ambathurai 


Railway station 
3 mile 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) . 


| Movable property 
Annual 


income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery = 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. 
Fasli 1375 q——— r n SA — — 
by H.R. Wet Apprai- Repor- Vahanam 
& C. E. Wet Dry & Otbers sed by ted by 
(A) Dept. Dry H. R. & temple 
Ев. , C.E. (A) 
Dept, 
an (12) (13) (14) a5 аб а? (18) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 
1,447 3-83 9:63 ТА P E 170 Rishabam 
369 3:07 ane NA E ies йы 
7.474 2:21 5:30 ges Building 3,684 dd Chapparam 
Palanquin 
300 eek 1:36 wae m 292 250 aes 
20 Е 1:39 SS ese ` e". ... ... 
709 2:51 e °... ... эз» ese 
300 0:90 өө ... on oon ... ... 
200 ene 19°27 ... ‚а= are 100 ... 


Periodical 


tites performed 


on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Twice a day 
by a Brahmin 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Pillai 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Twice a day 
by a Gounder 


Once а week 
by a hereditary 
Naidu 


Poojas 
by a Naidu 


Once a weck 
by a Gounder 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Pandaram 


25 


Festivals 


(20) 


Adi 18th Day 
Tamil New 
Year's day 
Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 
Karthigai Deepam 
Thai Pongal 


Festival 

in Panguni 
Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 


Festival once 
in 10 years 
` in Vaikasi-Ani 


Thai Pongal 


Festival 
in Panguni 
Navarathri 


Location code unit 


а adopted for 1961 Local name of 
No Census hamlet or 
Ë village 
No. Name 

a о 3 Ф 

55 127 Thotanuthu Thotanuthu 
(P) 

56 131 Vathalathop- Vathalathop- 
pampatty (P) pampatty 

57 РА до ао 

68 133 Thimmanallur Paraipatty 
(P) s 

5 140 Thavasimadai Thavasimadai 
(Р) 

60 141 Sirumalai Fudur 
(P) 

6  , do Tlekkampatti 


Name Reported Area 
of age (Gin in 
Temple years) acres 
(5) (6) (7) 
Sri Varadaraja 200 Below 
Perumai 001 
Temple (V) 
Sri Kadir Nara- Not 0*05 
singaperumal known 
Temple (V) 
Sri Pettai 120 001 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Sri Ovaneeswara 40 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Sri Odukkam 1500 1-00 
- alias Sri Mara- 

gathavalli-. 

amman and 

Mahalinges- 

warar 


Temple (S) 


Sri Shenbaga 33 
Sidhi Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


0:22 


Sri Perumal 
Tempie (V) 


Principal Deity 


(8) 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


DINDIGUL 
Location | 
Sub-deities (Nearest Railway · 
station) 
о) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Varadaraja Sri Devi 


Perumal 


Sri Kadir 
Narasinga- 
perumal 


Sri Pettai 
Perumai 


Below Sri Ovaneeswara 
001 


Perumal 


Sri Maragatha- 
valli amman 


Sri Shenbaga 


Sidhi 
. Vinayakar 


Dindigul 
Bhu Devi Railway station 
3 miles 
Sri Nammal-  Vadamadurai 
war Railway station 
Sri Udayavar 104 miles 


Sri Garudalwar 


Sri Vettai- Vadamadurai 
karan Railway station 
Sri Poovam- 10 miles: ` 
man 
E Dindigpl 
Railway station 
Sri Maba-  Dindigul 
linges- Railway station 
warar 9 miles 
Sri Nava- Dindigul 
grahas Railway station 
23 miles 
NOT 


TIRUNBLVELI "DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Annual 
income Extent of immovable Value 
for ' property (in acres) 
by HIR. w a 
yH. et i 
& C.E. Wet Dry & Others sed by 
(A) Dept. Dry H. R.& 
Rs. C.E. (A) 
Dept. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) аб 


Movable property 
of Jewellery 
Rs. 
R. - Vahanam 
ted by 
temple 
а? (18) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Concld.) 


681 1:32 566 ene ove 
300 6:93 1:25 ec P ees 
209 e. €53 ES -e 
200 a 571 sss - 
T ... ... m ... 
250 1:00 ane ... AS 


REPORTED 


Value  Palanquin 
not Car 
stated 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on bebalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Poojas by а 
hereditary 
Pillai 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Brahmin 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Pandaram 


Onceaday . 
by a hereditary 
Pillai 


Festivals 


(20) 


... 


Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 


27 


28 


Location code unit 


si adopted for 1961 Local name of 
Cens 


~ 8 hamlet or 
No. " village 
No. Name 
о a) (3) (4) 
1 35 Vedasandur Vedasandur 
(P) 
2 93 Dindigul Nagal Nagar 
(M) - 
з 115 Yakkampatty — Vakkampatty 
(P) 
4 140 Thavasimadai Thavasimadai 
(P) 
5 .. do do 
6 e do do 
1 5 do do 


Name Reported 
of age (in 

Temple years) 

(5) (6) 

Sri Narasinga 75 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 

Sri Varadaraja 50 
Perumal 
"Temple (V) 

Sri Peruma! 100 
Temple (V) 

Sri Perumal 500 
Temple (У) 

Sri Kamakshi- 500 
amman 
Temple (S) 

Sri Vinayakar 1000 


Temple (G) 


Not · 
known 


Sri Karuppanna- 
swamy 
Temple (O) 


(7) 


017 


0:18 


0:02 


0:02 


1'00 


%10 


0-03 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


DINDIGUL 
Principal Deity ^ Sub-deities — Location 
(Nearest Railway 
station) ` 
(8) | @) (10) 


Temples outside the Hindu Religious 


Sri Lakshmi- Sri Anja- Dindigul 
narasingar neyar Railway station 
18 miles 
Sri Varadaraja ... Dindigul 
Perumal Railway station 
Sri Perumal see Dindigul 
Railway station 
$mile . 
Sri Perumal У ај Dindigul 
Railway station 
9 miles 
Sri Kamakshi- one Dindigul 
amman Railway station 
9 miles 
Sri Vinayakar WA do 
Sri Karuppa- ... do 
nnaswamy 


MADURAL DISTRICT 
TALUK (Concld.) 


E 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 


Wet N 
Wet Dry & Others 
Dry 
(12) (13) (14) (15) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department 


500 


Not 
stated 


200 


ave n 22:01 P 
Extent not stated · = <... 
i 1°24 um 225 
Extent not stated ees РЕ 
wen ~ ... ы 


Movabie property 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 
А; i Vahanam 
wdby — ted by 
Н. R.& temple 
C.E. (A) 
Dept. 
(16) (17) (18) 
во. 411 РА 


see 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Pcojas by a 
Bhattachariar 


do 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Pandaram 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Vellaiar 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Vellalar 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Pandaram 


Poojas bya 
hereditary 
Udayar 


29 


Festivals 


(20) 


Vasanthothsavam 
“in Vaikasi 
Uriyadi: 
Karthigai Deepam 
Vaikunta Ekadasi 
Brahmothsavam 
in Panguni 


Vinayaka | 
Chathurthi 
Karthigai Deepam 


PALNI TALUK 


50. IDAYAKOTTAI 
Sri Thiruvenkadanatha Perumal Temple 


Ydayakottai lies on the northern part of Palni 
. taluk and is 34 kilometres away from Dindigul. It 
is noted for its famous Vaishnavite shrine dedicated to 
Sri Thiruvenkadanatha Perumal whose idol is a 
Swayambu one. Idayakottai was the chief village of 
a zamindari of the same name.. It is conuected by 
both bus and train, the nearest railway station being 
Oddancbathram at a distance of 22 kilcmetres. Madurai 
the district head-quarters and Palni the taluk head- 
quarters are 96 and 51 kilometres away respectively. 
The small temple here covering an area of 0'04 acre 
was built some 536 years ago during the regime of 
Sri Erathamma Naik, son of Vallala Makkaiya Naik, the 
then zamindar of the village. Several additions and 
renovations were made in 1946. 


The temple with huge compound walls on all its 
four sides has two prakarams and a sanctum sanctorum. 
The presiding deity Sri Thiruvenkadanatha Perumal 
with his divine consorts Ubayanachiars on his right 
and left sides is in a standing posture. According to 
a popular legend, once the Idaiyars (cowherds) of the 
village found that the milk pots which they carried 
automatically slipped down at a particular spot. Tbey 
had to return empty handed every day. The inquisitive 
cowherds tried to find out the cause of this and started 
digging at the spot. Suddenly blood gushed out of 
the ground. A vigraham ‘was found hidden. Blood 
oozed out from the vigraham which was hit by 
an axe while digging. The fact was immediately 
reported to the zamindar of the village, who before 
long built a small temple to which many additions 
were made by his descendants. There are also several 
festival idols here, all made of panchalogam. 


Poojas are performed twice daily by hereditary 
Brahmin priests of the Thenkalai Vaishnavite sect 
strictly according to the principles laid down in the 
Pancharattra Agamam. The temple owns modern 
jewellery in gold and silver all donated by the here- 


ditary trustees of the temple. The immovable 
properties of the temple fetch an annual income of 
Rs. 32,021 by way of rent. This amount is utilised for 
its maintenance. The temple owns a 60 year-old 
Horse and a Garuda Vahanam, made of wood. 


Navarathri for a period of nine days and Vaikunta 
Ekadasi are the only important festivals celebrated by 
the temple every year, when about 5,000 devotees from 
far and near congregate here. A story goes that a 
blind Vaishnavite Brahmin who did a severe penance 
at Tirupati got back his vision when he came over here 
as directed by thc Lord in his dream. 


A single hereditary trustee appointed by the Hindu 
Religious and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) 
Department is in charge of the temple. 


85. PALNI 
Sri Dandayudhapaniswamy Temple 


Picturesquely situated on a hillock at Palni is 
the sacred temple of Sri Dandayudhapani or Lord 
Muruga, which is the most popular of all hill shrines 
in this State. The founder of this holy fane was 
Bogar, a great Sidha saint. The temple has been well 
maintained and expanded by his disciples and by 
Chera, Pandya and Naik Kings. 


The Palni town where the temple is situated is 
well connected by a road from the Palni station on the 
southern railway. The Palni hill on the top of which 
exists the famous hill temple of Sri Dandayudhapani 
is 450 feet high. The temple is reached by climbing 
up a winding flight of 690 stone steps flanked on 
either side at frequent intervals by mandapams with 
shrines to Sri Vinayakar, Sri Subramaniar and others. 
Recently a haulage winch has been pressed into service 
which takes pilgrims up the hill and down on payment 
of nominal charges. 
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A panoramic view of Shanmuga nadi about 5 kilometres from Palni town. A bath in this river 
is also considered sacred. 


Saravanapoigai, the sacred well near the fort of the hillock at Palni. Ardent devotees make it a point 
to bathe in the water pumped out of this well before worshipping the Lord. 
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The vimanam of the Idumbar temple on the way to the hill temple. 


This temple is 
situated close to the steps 
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The legend concerning the origin of the temple is 
as follows :—Sage Narada during one of his visits to 
Mount Kailasa to worship Lord Siva and Goddess 
Parvathi presented а pomegranate fruit to them. Both 
the sons—Ganesa and Subramania— asked for the 
fruit and Lord Siva decreed that it would be given to 
the one among them who could go round the earth and 
return, first. Subramahia mounted on his peacock 
and set out but Ganesa circumambulated the parents 
and demanded the fruit on the ground that the whole 
world rests in them. Lord Siva could not resist this 
claim and by the time Subramania completed his 
journey and returned, He found Ganesa enjoying the 
fruit. He got angry, left Kailasa and journeyed south- 
wards reaching Thiru-avinankudi which is in the Adi- 
varam or the foot of the hillock of the Palni temple. 
The story goes on to say that Lord Siva and Parvathi 
came down in search of Him and meeting Him at this 
place, coaxed Him to return by saying pazham nee 
meaning “You are yourself the fruit—the fruit of all 
wisdom". Muruga was not consoled and he preferred 
to remain at the place and bless generation of devotees. 


It would appear that on one occasion when Sage 
Agasthya went to Kailasa to worship Lord Siva, He 
presented him with two peaks of the Mount known as 
Sivagiri and Sakthigiri to be taken to his abode. The 
sage directed his disciple Idumban to carry them. The 
latter tied the two peaks to both ends of a big 
pole and carried it on his shoulders. He reached Palni 
in the course of his journey and kept the load down 
for taking rest. As he attempted to lift them up and 
continue his journey, he found that the two peaks had 
got themselves fixed to the earth and that it could not 
belifted. When he got over the higher of the two 
peaks for ascertaining the reason for this strange 
phenomenon, he found there a young boy clad ina 
Kaopeenam, (a small loin cloth) and bearing a staff in 
his hand. The boy claimed the hill to be his owh and 
during the struggle that ensued, Idumban was defeated 
and killed. Sage Agasthya who arrived on the scene 
about this time with Idumbi, the wife of Idumban 
implored the Lord to forgive Idumban for his ignor- 
ance and restore him to life. The boon was granted 
and Idumban who was restored to life sought two 
boons from the Lord. Не should be permitted to 
remain forever as the dwarapalaka of the Lord's 
shrine and any devotee who carries offerings on his 
Shoulders tied to the two ends of a pole as he did 
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while carrying the hillocks should be blessed. The 
bodns were granted. This is the origin of the hill 
shrine of Palni and the most favourite offering of 
Kavadi to the Lord. The Kavadi form of worship had 
its origin in Palni and spread later on to the еар 
dedicated to Muruga. 


We find references to this temple in the Thiru- 
murugatrupadai of Nakkirar, a poem which is attribut- 
ed to the Sangam age. Skandhapurana by Kachchi- 
appaswami of Kancheepuram makes mention of this 
temple. Saint Arunagirinathar has composed 95 verses 


:about Palni and its Lord in his Thiruppugazh. 


The Palni hill and its adivaram with the Thiru- 
avinankudi temple form a distinct unit. Around the 
hill ruas a sacred path known as the Giriveedhi which 
contains several mandapams. Going round the Giri- 
prakaram is considered to be an auspicious act and ' 
one can find numerous devotees doing this in the early | 
hours of the morning during. the Agninakshathram 
fortnight in the month of May and during the month 
of Vaikasi (May-June). The fragrance of the 
blossoms of the Kadamba trees in the avenue and the 
breeze emanating from the hill-side where countless 
medicinal herbs grow are supposed to have miraculous 
healing properties. 


The devotees take a bath either in the ‘sacred river 
Shanmuganadhi with its six tributaries situated near- 
by or in the sacred well known as Saravanapoigai near 
the Thiru-avinankudi temple before climbing the sacred 
steps. After a holy bath, the devotee worships at the 
shrine of Sri Meenakshi Sundareswarar in a mandapam 
to his right as he goes to the hill and at the Padi 
Vinayakar shrine and joins the crowd of pilgrims going 
up, many of whom are saffron-robed and have the 
sacred ash besmeared over their forehead. As one 
goes up, one halts at the shrine of Idumban almost 
midway. Idumban is here represented as worshipping 
at the feet of Muruga with a Sivalingam and the idol 
of Sage Agasthya. There is another sanctum dedicated 
to Kura- Adivelar in which form Lord Muruga appear- 
ed before Idumban under a Kura tree in the first 
instance. Climbing a few more steps, the devotee 
reaches the main temple where his weariness is removed 
by the cool breeze coming from the valleys round 
about and by the panoramic view of the vast ranges 
beyond, < и 
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The hill temple is situated within a spacious 
quadrangle, An outer wall encloses the central shrine. 
The entrance to the inner temple is by the Manikkatti 
and Kattaigopuravasal mandapams flanked on either 
Side by the Naik mandapams constructed by the 
Chiefs of Palni  Ayakudi and Neikarapatty.. There 
are separate shrines dedicated to Sri Dakshinamurthi 
facing south, Siva facing east and the Goddess of Sri 
Malai Nachiamman facing west. After worshipping 
these deities, the devotee enters the beautiful Nava- 
ranga mandapam by an entrance which is guarded by 
the dwarapalakas. This mandapam is supported by 
twelve massive pillars. The processional deities of Sri 
Natarajar and Nava Veerar are located to the right of 
‘this mandapam and those of Velayudha Viswanathar 
and others to the left. The Palliarai, the sanctum of 
Shanmuga and the processional deity, Chinnakumarar 


are on the left. 


The devotees congregate in the Navaranga manda- 
pam to have darshan of Lord Dandayudhapaniswamy. 
The sanctum sanctorum of the Lord is crowned by a 
gold-plated Vimanam. In the inner quadrangle are 
situated the sanctum of Nava Veera, Nava Durga, the 
Kannimars, Sri Kailasanathar and-Sri Chandeswarar. 
The sanctum of Saint Bogar is a small shrine in a 
corner of the south-western corridor of the inner 
quadrangle. Nava Durga or Goddess as Sri Bhuva- 
neswari is worshipped here along with a Maragatha 
Lingam. It is stated that the saint entered an under- 
ground passage below this sanctum and never appeared 
afterwards. This underground passage is believed to 
ead to the Garbagraha of Sri Dandayudhapaniswamy. 


It is believed that Saint Bogar had his ashram in 
the hill from where he catered to the spiritual and 
medical requirements of his disciples and devotees. 
The principal image of Dandayudhapani in the sanctum 
sanctorum is in the standing posture of a young boy 


(Muruga) with a staff in hand. It is supposed to be 
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made of an amalgam of ninc chemicals known as 
Navapashanam. The prasadam of milk, sandal, 
panchamritham and other materials with which the 
deity is anointed are therefore supposed to work 
curative wonders. The general belief is that a 
descendant of Pulippani who was a disciple of Saint 
Bogar commenced the worship at this small shrine. 
Stories about the sanctity of the temple and the efficacy 
of the prayers offered at this shrine spread far and 
wide and Cheraman Perumal, the King of Kerala who 
is supposed to be a contemporary of Saint Sundarar is 
believed to have visited this place. The construction 
of the Garbagraha is attributed to him according to 
one version. Sculptures of this King on horse-back are 
seen on the walls of the shrine. | 


Seven роојаѕ аге performed to the Lord daily. 
“The morning Viswaroopa darshan of the Lord is very 
inspiring. The worship of the day closes with a 
colourful procession of the deity in a golden Palanquin 
within the temple and the Palliarai Aradhana, Poojas 
are performed by the Sivachariars. | 


The principal festivals of the temple аге: Panguni 
Uthiram, Brahmothsavam (April), Agni Nakshathram 
(May), Vaikasi Visakam (June) Skandha Sashti, 
Sura Samharam (November), Karthigai Deepam 
(December) and Thai Poosam (January). The temple 
Car is used for the processions in connection with the 
three festivals in June, January and April. The silver 
Ratham is used for the procession round the town 
temple and the temple at the adivaram during Panguni 


Uthiram festival. 


Panguni Uthiram is celebrated for ten days in the 
month of Panguni (April). This is the Brahmothsavam 
and by far the most important and crowded of all the 
festivals. Thousands of devotees gather from various 
places to worship the Lord on this important occasion. 


The festival is confined to the Thiru-avinankudi temple 
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Devotees coming out after having darshan of the Lord 


A close-up of the gopuram of the hill temple 
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A view of the gold plated Moolavar Vimanam 


Devotees reverentially dropping their offering in the huge Hundi at 
Sri Dhandayudhapaniswamy temple at Palni 
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A Cock offered by a devotee is seen quietly perched on the 
flagmast before the sanctum sanctorum 
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in the adivaram and Sri Muthukumarar of the town 
temple is the festival deity. The temple Car is hauled 
on the evening of the last day of the festival and in the 
night; the silver Ratham is used for the procession. 
On this occasion, thousands of devotees go to 
Kodumudi for collecting the sacred water of river 
Cauveri. 
attached to Kavadis as an offering for abishegam to 


They bring it in pots as headloads or 
the principal deity. 


Agninakshathram festival lasts for a fortnight. 
Thousands of pilgrims visit Palni to have a giripradak- 
shinam and to worship the Lord in the hill temple. 
On the last day, Muthukumaraswami of the town 
temple gives darshan at the adivaram to the devotees. 


The Vaikasi Visakam is also celebrated for ten 
days. The silver Ratham is hauled round the temple 
on the last day. 


Skandha Sashtiis celebrated for seven days in 
November. On the last day of the festival, there will 
be a spectacular procession in the night round the giri- 
prakaram in which both Muthukumaraswami of the 
town temple and Chinnakumarar of the hill temple 
participate. The events leading to the defeat and 
suppression of Surapadman and his followers are 


symbolically enacted on this occasion. 


Consistent with the legend that Lord Muruga was 
reared up by the Karthigai damsels, this star has 
assumed importance. Every Krithigai day isa festival 
day in all temples dedicated to Muruga. This day in 
the month of Karthigai is most important. Procession 
with the Lord in the golden chariot takes place in the 
hill temple on every Krithigai day, but the golden 
chariot is not used on Krithigai day in the month of 
Karthigai due to the unmanagable crowd that 
collects there. This festival is also celebrated for ten 
days. 
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The Thai Poosam festival in the month of Thai 
(January) is another festival witnessed by à large crowd 


of devotees. This also takes place for ten days. 


Vows of tonsure are taken by the pilgrims. 


-Offerings of milk, curd, sandal, rosewater etc., are also 


brought by pilgrims on Kavadis almost daily and on 
festive occasions, such receipts will be enormous. 
Various other vows are taken to please the deity, of 
which опе is to wear а mouth-lock by passing a piece 
Of silver wire driven through both the cheeks and 
fastened outside for a number of days before going to 
the temple. It is important to note that from very 
ancient times, pilgrims have been coming in large 


numbers to this temple from Kerala. 


The temple owns about 32 acres of wet land and 
420 acres of dry land and 36 houses and house-sites. 
These yield an approximate annual “income of 
Rs. 1,17,000. The temple jewels and ‘festival Vahanas. 
in silver and gold are estimated fo cost about 
Rs. 16,47,685. The important items are the gold 
Kavacham and Kireedam or head-dress of the Lord 
costing "Rs. 1 lakh, the gold Chariot costing about 
Rs. 75,000/-, the gold Peacock vahanam costing 
Rs. 20,000/- and the gold Chapparam costing about 
Rs. 45,000/-. Income by way of offerings from devotees 
through the hundies comes to over Rs. 10 lakhs . 
during a year. 


The main shrine contains seven inscriptions which 
have been copied by the Government Epigraphist. 
They are inscription Nos. 609, 610, 611 and 
612 of 1893, 371, 372 and 373 of 1904. These 
refer to gifts of lands to the temple by various chiefs 
and kings. . 


The following 32 constituent temples are attached 
to this temple. | 
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List of 32 constituent temples to Sri Dandayudha- 
paniswamy temple, Palni 


On the Palni hill 


l. Sri Dandayudhapaniswamy 


2. Sri Malaikkolundu Sivan and Malai Nachi- 
amman | 


3. Sri Bhuvaneswari (Durga) and Saint Bogar 


On the hill steps 


4. Sri Kura-adi-Velavar 
5. Srildumban 
6. Sri Vyavipuri-Durai 


м 


. Sri Kannimar 


8. Sri Valliamman near the Ariyar mandapam 


Thiru-avinankudi and at the adivaram 
9. Sri Kulandai Velayudhar 
10. Sri Ankili Parameswarar 
11, Sri Veleeswarar 
12. Sri Meenakshisundareswarar 
13. Sri Patha Vinayakar 


On the Giri-veedhi 
14. Sri Veera Durga -north giri-veedhi 
15. Sri Vana Durga-south 25 
16. Sri Rakkala-madam Vinayakar 
17. Sri Durga on the west giri-veedhi 


Palni town 


18. Sri Periyanayakiamman, Sri Muthukumara- 
` Swami and Sri Kailasanathar temples 


19. Sri Uthara Vinayakar 
20. Sri Kosala Vinayakar 


21. Sri Pathiri Vinayakar-On the Vyavipuri tank 
bund 


22. Sri Aparanji Vinayakar 


23. Sri Lakshminarayana Perumal 
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24. Sri Venugopala Perumal 
25. Sri Pattathu Vinayakar 


On the Shanmuganadhi 


26. Sri Periya Udayar 
27. The Navagrahas on the Theertha Ghat 


28. Sri Thoor Nachiamman on the Varadhama- 
nadhi 


The Idumban ‘hill 


29. Sri Kalingar-parai-Subramaniar 


Keeranur 


30. Sri Vaheeswaraswami 


Ayakudi 


31. Sri Choleeswaraswami 


Balasamudram 


32. Sri Ahobila Varadaraja Perumal 


The temple is administered by the Hindu Reli- 
gious & Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department. 
There is a Board of trustees assisted by an Executivg 
Officer. The Thiru-avinankudi temple known also as 
Sri Kulandai Velayudhar temple with. the Saravana- 
poigai near it, is considered as one of the Arupadai 
Veedu or six abodes of Lord Muruga. This temple 
has recently been renovated. Three Kumbabishegams 
were performed in the hill temple in 1933, 1936 and 
1940. The latest Kumbabishegam was performed ona 
grand scale in 1960 after effecting many improvements - 
such as gold plating the Moolavar Vimanam at a cost 
of Rs. 2/- lakhs, renovation of Rajagopuram, constru- 
ction of vimanams to all sub-shrines and other 
improvements at a cost of Rs. 5 lakhs, 


Sri Palani Andavar as the Lord is popularly 
known throughout the length and breadth of South 


A bird's-eye-view of Palni town 


The impressive golden chariot in which the Lord is taken in procession 
around the temple on the hillock at Palni on every Kirthigai Day 


A view of the recently renovated Thiru Avinankudi temple at Palni with hillock in the background 


Another view of the Thiru Avinankudi temple 
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The festival idol of Lord Muruga in Thiru Avinankudi temple 
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CENSUS - MADRAS 


MADURAI DISTRICT 


India is the family deity of many who make it a point 
to visit the shrine and offer worship at least once in a 
year. Apart from libêral offerings in cash and kind, 
some of the devotees have, as a token of their dzep 
veneration to the Lord, contributed towards the 
construction of mandapams, steps etc. In the recent 
past, a beautifal mandapam has been constructed in 
the outer prakaram by Sri T. A. Subramaniam, 


Managing Editor, The Mail, Madras, at a cost of ` 


Rs. 19,000/- in memory of his father. А spacious 
mandapam which is seen as one starts ascending the 
steps was built by Sri P. S. G. Ganga Naidu of 
Coimbatore. 
entrance to the temple came up due to the efforts of 
some mill-owners. Many more philanthropic indivi- 
duals and families have made similar endowments. - 


The Vidyadhara mandapam near the 


utilised for edu- 
cational and charitable purposes with an emphasis 


The temple funds are 
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on oriental culture and religion. The temple is 


running the following institutions: 
1. The Palni Andavar Arts College 
2. The Palni Andavar College of Oriental Culture 


3. The Veda Sivagama Padasala for training boys 
of the Gurukkal and Pandaram community in ` 
religious rituals 


= 


Thevara Isaippalli for giving training in the 
recital of devotional hymns | 


л 


. Palni Saiva Siddhantha Sabha (ог dissemipating 
knowledge relating to Saivite and Tamilian 
culture 


EU 


Temple Library and Reading Room 
. Nadhaswaram College 


. A choultry with 210 rooms-10 first class & 200 
second and third class rooms 


со ~ 


9. Poor Home in the form ‘of a friend-in-need 
society 
10. Beggar Home 
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Location code unit 
adopte 
ne : P Census 
No. Name 
@ о (3) 
| 27 Korikadavu 
IP) 
2 » do 
3 30 Muthunai- | 
ekenpatty (P) 
4 39 Kotbayam 
(P) 
5 47 Javadupatty 
(P) 
6 50 Idayakottai 
(Р) 
7 m do 
8 62 Periakottai 
(V) 


d for 1961 Local name of 
hamlet or 


village 


(4) 


Korikadavu 


do 


Muthunai- 
ckenpatty 


Kothayam 


Javadupatty 


Idayakottai 


do 


Periakottai 


Name Reported 
of | age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 


Sri Chockanatha- Not 
swamy known 
Temple (S) 

Sri Angalamman Not 
Temple (F) . known 

Sri Veera 170 
Narayana 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 

Sri Alwar Not 
Perumal known 
Temple ( V) 


Sri Mallayaswamy 400 
Temple (O) 


SriAngalamman ` 200 
Temple (F) 


Sri Thiruven- 529 
kadanatha 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Sri Narasinga 100 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 


€) 


0:12 


005 


Below 
0-01 


Below 


0-01 


0-20 


0:03 


0:04 


0:20 


Principal Deity 


(8) 
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PALNI 
Sub-deities Location Е 
(Nearest Railway 
station) 
(9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Chockanatha- E Pushpattur 
swamy Railway station 
5 miles 
Sri Angalamman abe do 
Sri Veera Sri Devi Madathukulam 
Narayana Bbu Devi Railway station 
Perumal 3 miles 
Sri Alwar E Chatrapatti 
Perumal Railway station 
5 miles 
Sri Mallaya- — Sri Kasi Oddan- 
swamy Viswanathar chathram 
Sri Idumban Railwaystation 
Sri Dandapani 8 miles 
Sri Anga- Sri Vinayakar Oddan- 
lamman cbathram 
Railway station 
14 miles 
Sri Thiruvenkada Sri Ubaya- do 
Perumal nachiar 
Sri Perumal WA Chat-apatti 


Railway station 
4 miles 


MADURAI DISTRICT 


· TALUK 
Annual 
income Extent of immovable 
assessed for property (in acres) 
Fasli 1375 - 
by H. R. | Wet 
& C.E. Wet Dry & 
(A) Dept. Dry 
Rs. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) 


(15) 


Movable property 


Value of Jewellery 
Rs. Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(16) (18) (19) 


“and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department 


708 415 13-86 s 
300 0:59 8:05 on 
1,781 Extent not stated vas 
66 ' ... 33:94 ке 
495 e 2:00 а 
556^ ` | РА Es = 
3,202 -— i» am 
1,114 o0 04321 = 


one 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Brabmin 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Chettiar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Naidu 


... ... ... 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


... DI * 


sco Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Chettiar 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Horse 
Garuda 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 
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Festivals 


(40) 


Vaikunta Ekadasi 
Kartbigai Deepam 
Navarathri 


Navarathri 
Vaikunta Ekadasi 


Nonbu 
festival in 
Chithrai 
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Si. 
No. 


а) 


10 


-11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


Location code unit 


adopted for 1961 Local name of Name Reported 
Census hamlet or of age (in 
village Temple years) 
No, Name 
Q) (3) (4) (51 (б) 
62 Регіакобаі Periakottai Sri Vinayakar 100 3 
(Р) : Temple (G) | 
> 
B do do Sri Eswarar 100 | 
| Тетрје (5) Ј 
68 Manur (P) Manur Sri Choleeswarar Not 
š Temple (S) known 
82 Periakalayam- Репа Kalayana- Sri Mahalakshmi- 100 
puthur (P) putbur . amman 
Temple (F) 
83 Katayampu- Kalayampudur Sri Kalyaniamman 100 
thur (V) Agrabaram and Sri Kailasa- 
nathar 
Temple (S) 
s do do Sri Alaganachi- 750 
amman 
Temple (F) 
85 Palni (M) Palni Sri Dandayudha- 1100 
paniswamy 
Temple (M) 


Area 
in 
acres 


(7) 


0:01 


0:24 


0:03 


0:46 
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Not 
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6 Location 
Principal Пену — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
< station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Vigneswarar 5 
Chatrapatti 
Railway station 
4 miles 
Sri Choleeswarar a 
Sri Choleeswarar ah Palni 
Railway station 
43 miles 
Sri Mahalakshmi iss Pa!ni 
Railway station 
3 miles 
Sri Kalyani- Sri Vinayakar do 
amman Sri Subra- 
maniar 
Sri Natarajar 
Sri Dakshina- 
moorthy | __ 
Sri Chandike- 
swarar 
Sri Bairavar 
Sri Alagana- Sri Karupp- do 
chiamman annan 
Sri Veera- 
muthu 
Sri Dandayu- e. Patni 
dhapaniswamy Railway station 
(Sri Palani 1 mile 


Andavar) 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 
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3:0 


4,473 


429 


13,95,416 
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21-74 


тоз 


19:15 


4:50 
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о. ... 


Houses-36 16,47,685 
Buildings 
Yacant 


piots 


+.. 


1,253 


EI 


Vahanam 


(18) 


noe 


... 


Chapparam 


Chapparams-2 
Rishabam 
Sahadai 


Ratham 
Horse 


Gold 4 Chapparam 


Silver 


| Palanquin 
L Peacocks-2 
Ratham 
Elephant 
Rishabam 
Goats-2 
Kamadhenus-2 
Peacocks-2 
Chapparam 
Bandicoot 
Palanquin 
Ivory 
Palanquins-2 
Rathams-4 
Chapparams 
Vahanas 


guine A ры ame рар, 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Devar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Gounder 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Pàndaram 


Seven times a day 
by hereditary 
Gurukkals 


Festivals 


(20) 


Sivarathri 


Festival in Adi 


Navaratbri 


39 


Panguni Uthiram 


Brahmothsavam 


in Chithrai 


Visaka Uthsavam 


Skandha Sashti 


Karthigai Deepam 


Thai Poosam 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


PALNI 
Location code unit | . 
si adopted for 1961 Local name of Name Reported Area mE Д m Location 
No Census hamlet or of age (in in Principal Deity  Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
E village Temple years) acres station) 
No. Name 
(0 о (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) 
Temples under the Hindu Religious 
16 85 Раі (м) Palni Sri Mariamman Nct 004 Sri Mari- Sri Pechi- Palni 
Temple (Е) known amman amman Railway station 
14 miles 
17 101 Lakkayan- Solaiputhur Sri Uchi Mahali- 100 0-04 Sri Kaliamman ana Oddan- 
kottai (P) amman chathram 
Temple (F) Railway station 
14 miles | 
18 109 Ayakudi Old Ayakudi Sri Vigneswarar 100 001 Sri Vigneswarar i cue Kanakkanpatti 
(P) Temple (G) Railway station 
1 mile 
19 us do Pudu Ayakudi Sri Angalamman 100 0:01 Sri Angalamman —- - do 
Temple (F) 
20 9» do do Sri Ayyanar 150 0:20 Sri Ayyanar Sri Karuppan- do 
Temple (O) naswamy 
Sri Pechi- 
amman 
21 is do do Sri Veereswarar 200 006 Sri Veereswarar do 
Temple (S) 
22 110 Ayakudi (V) Ayakudi Sri Ahobalisinga 300 0:05 Sri Ahobalisinga - do 
Perumal Perumal 
Temple (V) 
23 112 Balasamudram Balasamudram Sri Bakkumala Not Not Sri Bakkumala ... Palni 
(P) amman known stated amman Railway station 
Temple (F) 4 miles 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.). 


ар 12) 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 


Others sed by 
H. R. & temple 
C.B. (A) 

Dept. 


| Wet 
Dry & 
Dry 

(13) (14) 


(5 


a6) 


ted by 


a7) 


“and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


5,242 ue ds ae 
Not P А сае 
stated 
8627 ` ; u 
469 We ds 2:80 
374 Де in 4-70 
677 ue a 2:66 
909 Extent not stated 
250 1:30 ove ө” 


+ aas 


vee 


30 


500 


1,00 


Movable property 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 


Vahanam 


(18) 


Palanquin 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Pandaram 


Poojas by 
a hereditary 
Pillai 


Once a day 
by а Poosari 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Рапдагат 


Once а week 
bya hereditary 


- Poosari 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Gounder 


Thrice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Pandaram 


41 


Festivals 


(20) 


Mariamman 
festival in Masi 


Chithrai 
festival 


42 
Location code unit š 
Si. adopted for 1961 Local name of Name Reported 
No. Census et or of age (in 
5 village Temple years) 
No. Name 
(O О) 3) (4) (5). (6) 
24 112  Balasamudram Balasamudram SriKaruppanna- Not 
(P) swamy known 
Templs (O) 
25 ,, do do Sri Kàrai Not 
Kannimar known 
Temple (F) 
26 ds do do Sri Alaganachi- мо 
amman known 
Temple (F) 
27 5 do do Sri Ahobila 267 
Varadaraja 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 
28 14  Periamma- Periamma- _ Sri Ammanpatti 100 
patty (P) patty Karuppanna- 
swamy 
Temple (O) 
29 121 Pottampatty ` Pottampatty Sri Hari 180 
(Р) Thimma:aya 
Perumal 


Temple tV) 


i 


(7) 


Not 


stated 


Not 
stated 


Below 
001 


0-48 


0:10 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATB 
` PALNI 


Ў Location 
Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 


Principal Deity 
station) 


(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Karuppa- Sri Kannimar Palni | 
nnaswamy Railway station 
“7 miles 
Sri Karai 595 do 
Kannimar 
Sri Alaganachi- es Palni 
amman Railway station 
5 miles 
Sri Ahobila 2 Patni 
Varadaraja Railway station 
Perumal 4mils . 
Sri Karuppanna- а Palni 
swamy Railway station 
Sri Hari R Kanakkanpatti 
Thimmaraya Railway station 
Perumal $ mile 


MADURAI DISTRICT 


TALUK (Contd.) 
Annual 
income Extent of immovable 
Fasli 1375 E = ) 
H.R. Wet 
(A) Sepi ya = Dy 
R. ` . 
(11) (12) (13) (14) 


and Charitable Endowments (Аёша.) Department (Concld.) 


"со ч woe 


250° 
40) К ove 0-66 
300 Extent not stated 
Not aes m ... 
stated 
495 m ove 
260 m ... m 


Others sed by 


as 


Movable property 
Value of Jewellery NA 
Rs. Periodica! 
sites ormed 
Apprai- Repor- Vahanam on behalf of 
HARE dep = 
С.В. (А) 
Dept. 
a6 ат) (18) ^ (19) 
255 wis °... Twice a week 
- by a hereditary 
Pandaram 
é °. ose do 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 


Poosar 1 
.. Value l... Twice a day 
not by a Bhatta- 
stated chariar 
... Value ove Once a day 
not by a hereditary 
stated Poosari 
ы Pes = Twice а day 


by a Pandaram 


Festivals 


Q0) 


Vaikunta Ekadasi 


44 TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


PALNI 
Location code unit AH 
SL adopted for 1961 Local name of Мате“ Reported Area А 5 Location 
No Census bamlet or of age (in in Principal! Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
* . , village Temple years) acres - station) 
No. . Name 
а o 6) (4) 9 € ` (7) (8) (9) (10) 
Temples ontside the Hindu Religious 
1 3 Keeranur Keeranur Sri Azhagia `8) F90: . Sri Azbagia B= eae Paini 
(У) Chocka | Сћоска | Railway station 
Perumal Perumal 13 miles 
Temple (V) 
2 85 Pali(M) Palni Sri Pattathu 50 0-12 Sr? Pattathu — Palni 
Vinayakar у Vinayakar Railway station 
Temple {G} 8 mile ` 
3 89 Kodamangalam Kodamangalam Sri Kothai Not 0:10 Sri Kothai Eswarar E Рајт 
(Р) = Eswarar known Railway station 
Temple (S) 2 miles * 
4 109  Ayakydi Pudu Ayakudi Sri Aladi 200 003 Sri Aladi ..  Kanakkanpatti 
(P) Perumal Perumai Railway station 
Temple (V) 
5 EE do Ayakudi -Sri Choleeswara- 300 0:01 Sri Choleeswara- E Kanakkanpatti 
. swamy ; swamy Railway station 
Temple (S) 1 mile 
`6 112 Balasamudram Balasamudram Sri Viswanathae 100 G03 Sri Viswanatha- Sri Visa- Fali 
š (Р) swamy swamy Jakshi Railway station 
Ë 5 miles | 


Temple (5) 


MADURAL DISTRICT 45 
TALUK (Concld.) 


i 
Annual 


income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. Periodical 
Fasli 1375 ы м rites performed Festivals 
byH.R. , Wet Repor- Vahanam on behalf of 
i ~ С.в. Wet Dry py Others E YA tod by temple 
Rs. | C.E. (A) TE 
an — a2 a3 (19 as а an (18) (19) (20) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department 


e „056 , 235 sss - КА ka M Poojas by 
| \ a hereditary 
Naidu 
Wa T js ae Rice Sie Value ius Once a day Vinayaka 
| | Mill, pot by a Pillai Chathurtbi 
Library, stated 
. Shops-5 


zai 1:08 m 255 РЕЯ = re 95 А Once а day Navarathri 
| š i by a Gurukkal 


p" — «M one ʻi ose е ... ... Once а week КА 
Ë by a hereditary 

Brahmin 

Vus 4°59 vee ЕС ET ... ace — Thrice a day E 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 

d | ... y ... ... E ... = вез Once a day Sivarathri 
bya hereditary Karthigai Deepam 


Brab nin 


KODAIKANAL TALUK 


13. POOMBARAI 
Sri Velappaswamy Temple 


Poombarai'is noted for its famous shrine of Lord 
Muruga known as Sri Velappaswamy temple. The 
4 feet bigh enchanting image of youthful Murugar 
popularly known as Sri Kuzhandhai Velappar, presents 
an impressive view. Several additions and renovations 


have been made to thisbld temple. References about 


this shrine are found in the sthalapuranam of Sri 
Subramaniaswamy temple of Palni. There are several 
interesting stone. inscriptions on the walls of the temple. 
Poombarai is situated at a distance of about 21 kilo- 
metres from Kodaikanal, | 


Тһе temple which covers ап area of about 1:06 
acres hasa 35 feet tall gopuram over the sanctum 
sanctorum containing several attractive plaster images. 
It has a single prakaram and several beautiful 
mandapams with many artistically carved stone pillars. 
There are three separate shrines here for Lord Siva, 
Sri Vinayakar and Saint  Arunagirinathar. The 


festival idols of Sri Vinayakar, Subramaniar, Valli and 
Deivayanai are all made of panchalogam. 


Poojas are performed thrice daily by hereditary 
Brahmin priests. The temple owns antique jewellery 
in gold and silver worth about Rs. 1,053/-. The 


landed properties of the temple comprise 4:19 acres of 


wet lands and 0-06 acre of dry lands, which fetch an 
annual income of Rs. 446/- by way of rent; this sum 
is utilised for its maintenance. The temple also gets 
an additional income of Rs. 30/- every year, through 
its bundi collections. There is a 30 feet high Car here 
and as many as six Уаћапаз viz., Lion, Rishabam, 
Peacock, Elephant, Horse and Goat, all made of wood. 


The famous Car festival which takes place in the 
month of Thai (January) every year, for a period of 
10 days, isthe only important festival celebrated by 
the temple, when about 3,000 devotees from the neigh- 


. bouring villages and taluks congregate here. 


A single trustee appointed.. by the Hindu 
Religious and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Dept. 
is in charge of the temple. 


Location code unit 


Si adopted for 1961 
No. Census 
No. Name 
1) (2) (3) 
1 3 Pannakadu 
(V) 
2 - do 
3 12 Kodaikanal 
(M) 
4 13 
5 14 Maunavanur 
(P) 
6 15 Poondi (V) 


Loca! name of 
bamlet or 
village 


(4) 


Oralpatty 


do 


Anandagiri 
(Ist Street) 


Poombarai (V) Poombarai 


Mannavanur 


Kelvarai 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 

Sri Ramaswamy 150 
Tempie (У) 

Sri Nagavilasam 60 
Kannimalai- 
nathar 
Temple (S) 

Sri Mariamman 45 
Temple (F) 

Sri Velappa- Not 
swamy known 
Temple (M) 

Sri Mandala — Not 
Perumal known 
Temple (V) 

Srí Chandra- Not 
kumaraswamy known 
Temple (M) 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


KODAIKANAL 
Location 
Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Area 
in Principal Deity 
acres 
(7) (8) 
0:24 > Sri Ramar 
005 Sri Kannima- 
| lainathar 
0:03 
196 Sri Subrama- 
niar 
010 Sri Perumal 
020 Sri Subramania- 
swamy 


Sri Laksh- 
manar 
Sri Зна 
Sri Perumal 
Sri Lakshmi 


Sri Subrama- 


niar 


Sri Subra- 
maniar 


Sri Vinayakar: 


Sri Valli 
Deivayanai 


... 


Kodaikanal 
Road 
Railway station 
35 miles 


do 


Sri Mariamman Sri Vinayakar Kodaikanal 


Road 
Railway station 
50 miles 


Kodaikanal 
Road 
'Railway station 
61 miles 


Railway station 
71 miles 


Kodaikanal 
Road 
Railway station 
78 miles 


MADURAI DISTRICT 49 
TALUK 


Movable property 
Annual . — — Aan — 
income  . Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery us 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. Periodical : 
Fasli 1375 ————— e—a ` rites performed Festivals 
by H. R. Wet Аррга- Repor- Vahanam on behalf of 
«СЕ. Wet Dry & Others sed by ted. by temple 
(A) Dept. Dry H.R.& temple 
Rs. C. E. (A) 
Dept. 
(11) ад аз (14) as)" ад (17) (18) (19) (20) 
&nd Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department 
1,731 ads 7:32 m ane 8,705 ... Ratham Thrice a day Karthigai Deepam 
Vahanas-2 by a hereditary Vaikasi Visakam 
Bhattachariar 
325 foi ene $e 10:00 A ate Twice a day ive 
by a hereditary 
Chettiar 
709 e “= Я Hotel as 500 Lion Four times a day Festival in Chithral 
Building Chapparam bya hereditary 
Udayar 
446 4:19 0:06 ... 25s səs 1,053 Car, Lion Thrice a day Car festival 
Rishabam by a hereditary in Thai 
Peacock Gurukkal 
Elephant 
Horse 
493 2:09 ... sas ia ... Value Twice a week Masi Magam 
not by a Poosari Vaikunta Ekadasi 
stated 
260 2. Sex 2:00 sz WA Value ¿32 Once a week Festival in Masi 
not by a Poosari 


stated 


PERIAKULAM TALUK 


6. DEVADANAPATTY 


Sri Kamakshi Amman Temple 


With lofty mountain chains in the back-ground 
and situated on the banks of a placid perennial stream 
the tiny shrine of Sri Kamakshi Amman about three 
kilometres away from Devadanapatty proper affords a 
view which is at once awe-inspiring and panoramic. 
. Devadanapatty is a road-side village about six kilo- 
metres from Batlagundu, the popular commercial centre 
of the district. To reach the temple one has to either 
trek or engage a vehicle. The serene spot where this 
popular temple is located is free from din and bustle 
and has shady trees all round. 


The legend concerning the shrine is as follows:- 
Once the people of a village near the spot where the 
temple now stands were harassed and tortured by a 
demon called Thakkan. The devout citizens entreated 
Sri Kamakshi Amman at Kancheepuram to come to 
their rescue. Accordingly the goddess in the form of 
an unmarried girl (Kanni) waged a formidable war 
with the demon and quelled him. After this, she is 
said to have settled down ina bamboo bush as a girl 
of nine years and started doing penance. 


After a long time, а cowherd who was led to this 
bush in order to investigate why acow in his herd 
chose to empty her milk there, lost his eyes. The 
zamindar of the place called Pujari Naicker and the 
people of the area who were taken aback at this inci- 
dent wanted to find out whether it was a divine punish- 
ment. They came to know through a devotee that 
the boy lost his sight due to the matchless spiendour 
of goddess Shakthi who was performing penance. The 
people were asked to look forward for a box which 
would shortly come floating on the waters of the river 
Manjalaru during floods. This box containing the 
goddess would be stopped by a bamboo bush and the 
people should construct a temple for this box. The 
zamindar and the people did accordingly and the 
present temple came up. The cowherd regained his 
eyesight. Ina state of ecstasy on secing the box the 
zamindar forgot to break cocoanut. Even today 
cocoanut is not broken in the temple at the time of 
neyvedyam under the impression that the goddess does 
not require it to be done. 


There is no record to know the actual age of the 
temple. At present there are no gopurams or 
vimanams. There is no idol in the temple. Another 
peculiarity about the shrine is that it must never be 
roofed with anything but thatch. Pooja is performed 
thrice daily to Sulam and Vel by priests belonging to 
the Pandaram community before the closed door of 
the sanctum sanctorum. The temple is also known as 
Sri Mungilanai Kamakshi Amman Temple, since the 
box in which the goddess is supposed to have remained 
was stopped by mungil or bamboo as it came floating 
in the floods. 


A three~day festival in the Tamil month of Adi 
and the five day Maha Sivarathri festival in Masi are 
the important festivals of the temple. The Sivarathri 
festival which is very popular in this area is celebrated 
with great eclat when about 15,000 devotees from far 
and near muster here. The auspicious pole called 
Muhurtha Kat to signify the commencement of the 
festival is installed in the month of Thai on the Ratha- 
sapthami day. This day is significant to the local 
people in another way. The anmual ceremony 
(Thevasam) for a lady called Kamakkal, a great 
devotee of the goddess is performed on this day. 


There is an interesting legend concerning this 
devotee, Kamakkal was the widow of a zamindar 
in the line of Pujari Naicker who built the original 
temple. She was such an ardent devotee of the goddess 
that she could talk to the goddess in nights. Once 
when she took her inquisitive little son to the presence 
of the goddess, the boy fell down dead. The mother 
was appeased by the goddess with the remarks that 
the boy was destined to die on account of his 
adamant nature. The lady was told by the goddess that 
after her death, the community of Naickers would 
perform her annual ceremony. Kamakkal died on the 
Rathasapthami day. To the east of the temple, there 
is a structure on the spot where the pious mother 
and her son lie buried. 


During the Sivarathri festival devotees contribute 
ghee in large measure. It is stored in about 40 pots 
and used throughout the year for burning the wick 
lamps of the temple. No oil is used in the temple for 
this purpose. In a separate room the pots of ghee are 
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INDEX TO NUMBERS 
] Kamaksbi Amman 
2 Maadapam 
3 Subramaniar 
4 Vinayagar 
5 Perumal 
6 Vaouwavar 


7 Maodapan 


8 Entrance with Gopuram 
CENSUS - МАрКАЗ 


A panoramic view of river Manjalar on the bank of which is situated the temple of 
Sri Kamakshi Amman at Devadanapatty 


A view of the small shrine of Sri Kamakshi Amman at Devadanapatty 


A view of the roof of the closed sanctum sanctorum of Sri Kamakshi Amman Shrine in Devadanapatty 


Ghee offered by devotees are stored in these pots in the temple of 
Sri Kamakshi Amman, It is remarkable that ghee 
stored thus is unaffected by ant, fly etc. 


MADURAI DISTRICT 


kept in rows оп ће floor. It is surprising that ghee 
thus stored is unaffected by ant, fly etc. 


The temple has about 85 acres of land and some 
The annual income from the landed property 
amounts to about Rs. 8,521/-. The hundi collections 
are to the tune of about Rs. 2,000/-. Bullocks, cows 
еіс., are left in the temple as votive offerings by 
devotees. 
away to augment the temple funds. 


groves. 


The temple, on account of its great legend enjoys 
a popularity in this area. It is administered by a 
Board of trustees consisting of three members. 


36. VEERAPANDI 
Sri Gowmariammanu Temple 


The village Veerapandi in Periakulam taluk of 
Madurai district is noted for its famous Amman temple 
dedicated to goddess Gowmariamman. The presiding 
deity is in the form of a Lingam. The popular 
annual Brahmothsavam which takes place here in the 
month of Chithrai for 8 days attracts about a lakh of 
devotees from all parts of tae district. From the point 
of view of attendance and importance, it is said to be 
second only to the famous Chithrai festival, of 


Madurai. 


Legend has it that once this place was a thick 
forest. It was customary for a devout oilmonger of 
the Vannia community to drop the vessel containing 
large quantity of oil at a particular spot where he was 
cripped by a stone. One day he started digging out 
at this place. His axe hit the Swayambu Lingam 
underneath and blood spurted out of the Lingam. The 
surprised merchant at once reported this fact to the 
villagers, АЦ of them felt that it is the goddess 
Gowmariamman. Knowing the power of the Amman, 
the merchant at once erected a beautiful] shrine for 
Her and installed the Lingam with the help of the 
villagers. 


The impressive temple stands at a distance of about 
8 kilometres from Theni, on the Madurai-Cumbum 
Road. It is connected by both bus and train, the 
nearest railway station being Theni, at a distance of 7 
kilometres. The district and the taluk head-quarters 
are about 80 and 24 kilometres away respectively. 


The animals are periodically auctioned . 


51 


The temple which covers an area of about 17 cents has 
a single prakaram and а sanctum sanctorum. The 
festival idol of the Amman here, made of Panchalogam 
is in a standing posture. 


A hereditary Poosari offers two poojas daily. He 
is in the enjoyment of service inam lands. The temple 
owns antique jewellery in gold and silver, worth about 
Rs. 13,828/-, donated by devotees, of which the costly 
golden kasumalai of the Amman deserves special 
mention. The landed properties of the temple 
comprise about 7 acres of wet lands, which fetch an 
annual income of about Rs. 36,622/- by way of rent; 
this sum is utilised for its maintenance. The temple 
also gets an additional income of about Rs. 15,000 
through its hundi collections, during the annual 
Brahmothsavam in Chithrai. 


The temple which is under the control of the 
Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) 
Department is managed by a Board of trustees, 
consisting of three members. 


80. TEVARAM 
Sri Ramalinga Chowdambigai Amman temple 


Tevaram which was the Chief village of one of the 
26 Palayams of Dindigul is noted for its famous 
Saivite temple of Sri Ramalinga Chowdambigai 
Amman. The presiding deity Sri Ramalingeswarar is 
an installed Lingam here, with the five-headed hood of 
a serpent covering it as an umbrella. His divine 
consort Sri Chowdambigaiamman is in a sitting posture. 
The temple was built some 150 years ago by the people 
of the Devanga community. Subsequently, in 1905, it 
was renovated by them. A  prakaram, several 
beautiful mandapams and a small shrine for the 
Navagrahas were added then. A noteworthy feature 
of this temple is the fire-walking ceremony during the 
Brahmothsavam, which takes place once in Sor 10 
years. 


The village is situated at a distance of about 
12 miles from Bodinayakanur which is the nearest 
railway station. It is also easily accessible by bus 
from Madurai, Dindigul, Periakulam, Theni and 
Virudhunagar. The temple which covers an area of 
about 57 cents hasa 12 feet-high vimanam over the 
sanctum sanctorum with attractive plaster figures on it. 


.32 


There are also two separate shrines here, one for the 
Swamy and the other for Ambal. Sri Vinayakar, 
Subramaniar, Veerabadrar, Bairavar and Navagrahas 
are the other deities. There are also several festival 
idols here, all made of panchaloham. 


Poojas are performed thrice daily by a non- 
hereditary priest. The temple owns antique jewellery 
in gold and silver worth about Rs. 1,500 all donated 
by devotees. The landed properties of the temple 
comprise 3:50 acres of wet lands and a grove ОГ about 
three acres, which fetch an annual income of about 
Rs. 1,381/- by way of rent; this sum is utilised for 
its maintenance. 


There are two palanguins here, made of wood. 
Tamil New Year's day in Chithrai, Navarathri in 
Purattasi and the famous Brahmothsavam which takes 
place once in five or ten years for a period of ten days 
are the regular festivals celebrated here, of which the 
fire-walking ceremony during Brahmothsavam is the 
most important one which attracts thousands of 
devotees from far and near. 


The affairs of the temple -are managed by an 
Executive Officer and a Board of trustees, consisting 
of five members, all appointed by the Hindu Religious 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department. 


85. CHINNAMANUR 


Sri Poolanandheeswarar Temple 


The reputed Siva temple dedicated to Sri Poola- 
nandheeswarar in Chinnamanur was constructed by 
the famous Pandya King, Raja Simha III in 916 A.D. 
There is an inscription which refers to this place as 
Harikesari Nallur and mentions that the temple was 
constructed by Raja Simha. Chinnamanur lies at a 
distance of 15 miles from Theni, which is the nearest 
railway station. The temple is pleasingly located 
amidst green vegetation. As this sthalam is supposed 
to have been worshipped by Sri Thirumal, Brahma, 
Rudhra and Indra, it came to be known as Hari 
Kesari Nallur. Madurai, the district head-quarters 
and Periakulam, the taluk head-quarters are 96 and 37 
kilometres away respectively. It is connected well by 
buses with important towns like Cumbum, Periakulam 
etc, The temple has 3 vimanams, 3 sanctum, 2 pra- 
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karams, a thirukalyana mandapam, a vahana 


mandapam and а 16-pillar mandapam. 


There is an interesting legend pertaining to the 
origin of this shrine which runs thus: 


During the reign of Sri Raja Simha Pandyan, 
there was a thick forest here. Once a particular cow 
in a herd was found to empty her milk over an ant-hill 
under a bush. The inquisitive cowherd one day dug 
up the ant-hill with his crowbar. This caused an 
injury to the Siva Lingam hidden underneath, which 
resulted in the gushing out of blood. The Lord gave 
darshan to the cowherd who immediately reported this 
miracle to Sri Raja Simba, a staunch devotee of Lord 
Siva. The King hurried to this spot, ia order to have 
the sacred darshan of the Almighty. At his request, 
the Lord gave him a darshan as alavukkalavanar 
(i.e, as a Lingam, of the height of the devotee 
who worships). Carried to the height of ecstacy, the 
King embraced the Lingam, This Lingam was later on 
installed here and a beautiful temple came up. The 
scar of the wound caused by the cowherd, as well as 
the mark of the King's pearl necklace are visible even 
now on the Lingam. As the Swayambu Lingam of 
this shrine was discovered from the Poolam (bush), He 
was called Sri Poolanandheeswarar. Palundanathar, 
Thazhuva Kuzhaindbavar and Raja Simheswarar аге 
the other names of the God. His consort is Sri Siva- 
kami Amman. The original idol of the Amman 
installed by the King got damaged due to efflux of 
time. Later on it was thrown into a well by some 
mischievaus thieves. The present idol of the Amman, 
a new one, has been installed, only some 60 years ago, 
by the temple authorities. Sri Vinayakar, Subramaniar, 
Dakshinamoorthi, Chandeswarar, Bairavar, Brahma, 
Suryar, Nandhi Devar, Chandrar, Lingodhbavar, 
Kaleeswari, Durgai, Chandeswari, Navagrahas and 
Arubathimoovar are the other deities. There are 
severa] festival idols here, all made of panchaloham. 
There is also a vigraham of a maiden, in the south-east 
corner of the temple, which is said to .be the daughter 
of King Raja Simha and it is learnt that she attained 
her puberty, only at a late age, after having worship- 
ped the Lord of this sthalam. The original temple has 
been renovated from time to time. 


Sri Manickavasagar, who is supposed to have 
visited this shrine during the 8th century and 
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A view of the temple and tank of Sri Poolanandeeswarar temple at Chinnamanur 


The presiding deity of the Sri Poolanandheeswarar Temple at Chinnamanur. 
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A view of the Sri Kambaraya Perumal temple, Cumbum 
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The festival images of Kambaraya perumal temple, Cumbum 
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The small temple dedicated to Sri Kasi Viswanathar in Cumbum 
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worshipped the Lord here, has glorified this sacred 
place in his famous **Thiruvasagam". 


Poojas are performed six times daily by hereditary 
Brahmin priests of the Sivachariar community, strictly 
according to the principles laid down in tbe Kamika 
Agamam. They are supposed to have had “ Siva 
Dheekshai" and “Acharya Abishegam". They are 
paid a decent monthly salary of Rs. 40/-, apart from a 
daily paditharam of a measure of rice from the temple 
revenues. 


The temple owns antique jewellery in gold and 
silver worth about Rs. 13,650/- mostly donated by 
devotees. The landed property of the temple comprises 
a few acres of wet and dry lands, which are leased 
out for an annual rent of Rs. 23,056/-. This is used 
towards the upkeep and general maintenance of the 
temple. Besides, the temple also gets an additional 
annual income of Rs; 100/- by way of hundi collection 
and Rs. 840/- through the sale of archana and 
abishega tickets. The temple is also running a 
“Thevara padasala" for the benefit of educating 
children on religious lines. There is a 40 year old Car 
here, made of wood. 


Chithrai thiruvizha, Puttu thiruvizha, Viragu 
thiruvizha, Navarathri, Skandha Sashti, Sankaranthi 
and Sri Krishna Jayanthi are the regular annual 
festivals celebrated in the temple, of which the Chithrai 
thiruvizha is the most important one, which attracts 
not less than 25,000 devotees from far and near. 


The Executive Management of the temple vests 
in a Board of trustees consisting of five members 
functioning through an Executive Officer, who are 
appointed by the Hindu Religious and Charitable 
Endowments (Admn.) Department. 


There are a number of inscriptions in the temple 
relating chiefly to the Pandya kings of the thirteenth 
century and Rajendra Chola Deva (1012-1043 A.D.). 
In Chinnamanur were found a number of copper plates 
of great historical importance which give the geneology 
of the early Pandya dynasty from Агікеѕагіп to 
Rajasimha И. 
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107. CUMBUM 
Sri Kambaraya Perumal etc. Temples 


Cumbum with beautiful natural surrounding lies 
about 10 kilometres south-west of Uthamapalayam. 
This historic place was one of the 25 palayams of 
Dindigul. It was also one of the estates claimed by 
the Raja of Travancore. The chief to whom the place 
was rented out 15 stated to have built the two temples, 
one dedicated to Siva and one to Vishnu in the ruined 
fort to the east of the town. 


It is said that one of these temples was built 
because a goddess appeared there to a wandering 
bangle-seller. She asked him to sell her a pair of 
bangles and he, taking her for a mortal, slipped two on 
her wrists. He stood aghast when his customer held 
out her other two arms. There is also a temple of 
Subramaniaswamy containing an inscription of the 
Pandya King Jatavarman who is believed to have been 
enthroned in 1253. 


Sri Kasi Viswanathar is the presiding deity of the 
Siva temple. His consort is Sri Visalakshiamman. 
Sri Kambaraya Perumal and Sri Alamelumangai 
Nachiar are the chief deities of the Vishnu shrine. 
Both the temples are situated in the same compound. 
The Siva temple has a modest appearance. Traces of 
the dilapidated structure of the original temple could 
Бе seen here. The installed Lingam is 5’ tall. In the 
Vishnu shrine there are separate sannadhies for the god 
and the goddess. This temple has gopuram and 
vimanam. About 47 years back, a dwajasthambam 
was installed before this temple. 


Poojas are performed by a Gurukkal in the Siva 
temple and by a Bhattachariar in the Vishnu temple. 
Both the temples celebrate a number of festivals. The 
Rathothsavam in the month of Ani is well attended. 
On Fridays devotees come in large number to have 
darshan of Sri Visalakshiam nan. 


The temple which comes under the purview of the 
Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) 
Department is managed by an Executive Officer and 
a Board of trustees having five members. 
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Location code unit 
si adopted for 1961 
No. Census 
No. Name 
а) (2) (3) 
1 1 Periakulam 
(M) 
2 " do 
3 m do 
4 $5 do 
5 3$ do 
6 > do 


Local name of 
bamlet or 


village 


(4) 


Thenkarai 


do 


do 


do 


Periakutam 


Thenkarai 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 
Sri Balasubra- 600 
maniaswamy 
Temple (M) 


Sri Krishnaswamy 200 
Temple (V) 


Sri Gowmari- Not 
amman known 
Temple (F) 


Sri Kailasanatha- 600 
swamy 
Temple (S) 


Sri Kalahasthee- 60 
swaraswamy 
Temple (S) 


Sri Meenakshi- 600 
sundareswarar 
Temple (S) 


гоо 


0:10 


0°05 


C*20 


010 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


PERIAKULAM 
Location 
Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples onder the Hindu Religions 


Sri Balasubra- Sri Vinayakar Theni 


maniaswamy Sri Chandike- Railway station 
swarar 
Sti Adhikara 
Nachiaramman 
Sri Gopala- Sri Lakshmi- do 
krishnan narayanar 
Sri Gowmari- et do 
amnian 
Sri Kailasa- Sii Vinayakar do 
nathar Sri Ambal 
Sri Kalahasthee- Sri Vinayakar do 
swara Sri Subramaniar 
swamy Sri Dakshina- 
murthy 
Sri Danda- 
yudhapani 
Sri Bairavar 
Sri Chandi- 
keswarar 
Sri Natarajar 
Sri Sivakami- 
amman 
Sti Meenakshi- Sri Vinayakar do 


sundareswarar Sri Somaskandhar 

Sri Bhavani- 
amman 

Sri Chandra- 
Sekarar 

Sri Annapurani- 
amman 

Sri Balasubra- 
maniar 

Sri Valli 
Deivayanai 

Sri Natarajar 

Sri Sivakami- 
amman 


MADURAI DISTRICT 


TALUK 


Annual 
income 
assessed for 


Fasli 1375 ~———— 


БУН. R. 


(1) 


Wet 


(2) 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 


Dry 


аз) 


Wet 
& 
Dry 


(14) 


(15) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department 


1,493 


451 


824 


542 


9:20 


462 


3-20 


2:75 


20°00 


8:00 


... 


Grove 


Movable property 
— nn 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 
Apprai- Repor- Vahanam 
sed by ted by 
H R.& temple 
C. E. (. 
Dept. 
ав) (17) (18) 
17,153 x Car 
Elephant 
Peacock 
Parrot 
Rishabams-2 
ave 497 Rishabam 
Lion 
s: > Horse 
Rishabam 
25 1,018 Rishabams-! 
Peaccck 
Nandhi 
Swan 
Elephant 
Horse 
Bandicoot 


Palanquin 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 


temple 


(19) 


Six times a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 


Bhattachariar 


SS 


Festivals 


(20) 


Panguni 
Uthiram 

Vaikasi Visakam 

Navarathri 


Sri Jayanthi 


Mariamman 
festival in Avani 
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Lccation code unit 
si adopted for 1961 Local name of 
No Census hamlet or 
o. village 
No. Name 
(0 Q (3) (4) 
7 1 Periakulam (M) Thenkarai 
8 э, йо do 
9 » do do 
10 = do Periakulam 
11 » do Vadakarai 
12 3; do do 
13 s do do 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (5 
Sri Varadaraja 300 
Perumai 
Temple (Y) 
Sri Muppidari- 200 
amman 
Temple (F) 
Sri Drowpathi- 300 
amman 
Temple (F) 
Sri Kamakshi- 800 
amman 
Temple (S) 


Sri Vaidhyanatha- 


swamy 
Temple (S) 


Sri Sadayyan 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Angalamman 
Temple (F) 


100 


500 


Area 
in 
acres 


(7) 


0°50 


0°08 


0-06 


0:10 


0-75 


0:02 


002 
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PERIAKULAM 
Location 
Principal Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Varadaraja Sri Thayar Theni 


Perumal Sri Anjaneyar Railway station 
Sri Garudalwar { 
Sri Muppidari- ... до 
amman 
Sri Drowpathi- Sri Pancha do 
amman Pandavas 
Sri Durgai- 
amman 
Sri Kamakshi- Sri Madurai- do 
amman veeraswamy 
Sri Muthukaru- 
ppannaswamy I 
Sri Vaidhya- Sri Thaiyal- Theni 
nathaswamy nayagi Railway station 
10 miles 
Sri Sadayyan Sri Karupp- Theni 
Vinayakar annaswamy Railway station 
9 miles 
Sri Angala- Sri Veeraba- Theni 
mman draswamy Railway station 
Sri Irulappa- 
swamy 
Sri Pechi- 
amman 
Sri Madurai 
Veeraswamy 
Sri Peria 
Karuppanna- 


swamy 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Сопед.) 


Movable property 
Annual 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. 
Fasli 1375 —— —— ——-— = v ЕМИН 
by H. R. Wet Apprai- Repor- Vabanam 
& C.E Wet Dry & Others sed by ted by 
(A) Dept. Dry H.R.& temple 
Rs. C. E. (А) 
Dept. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) a5 (16) (17) (18) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 
5,156 5:00 WA — Shops-2 "e 99] Palanquin 
Swan, Lion 
Garuda 
Hanumar 
Sesha 
Horse 
547 ... aes Em Shops-2 — aes 255 
€21 s= -- 265 Shops-8 nee ae Horse 
800 Vas 234 рех ... ... 100 Horse 
Rishabam 
10,091 63:00 55:00 KAN Houses-22 9,397 Ses Car 
Palanquin 
Rishabams-3 
476 1:90 3:80 se РАС + Value . 
not 
stated 
355 1:75 ans ... ... ... ... ... 


Periodical 
rites performe: 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Once a week 
by а hereditary 
Chettiar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Chettiar 


Twice a day 
by an Archagar 


Once a weeek 
by a hereditary 
Pillai 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Festivals 


(20) 


Festival in Chithrai 
Vaikasi Vasantha 
uthsavam 


Brahmothsavam 
in Adi 


Brahmothsavam 
in Panguni 


Sivarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 


Chithra Pournami 
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Location code unit 


SL adopted for 1961 Local name of 
No. Census hamlet or 
village 
No. Name 
a (2 (3) (4) 
14 1 Periakulam (M) Vadakarai 
. 15 5 Genguvarpatty  Ganguvarpatty 
(P) 
16 ,, | do do 
17 6 Devadanapatty Devadanapatty 
(P) 
18 11 Melmangalam Melamangalam 
Part (P) 
19 » do do 
20 12 Vadugapatty Vadugapatty 
(P) 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 
Sri Kannika 45 
Parameswari- 
amman 


Temple (F) 


Sri Kalahasthees- 200 
waraswamy 
Temple (S) 


Sri Lakshmi 
Narayana 
Perumal (V) 


Not 
known 


Sri Kamakshi- 
amman 
Temple (S) 


Not 
known 


Sri Mayapande- 2,000 
eswarar and 
Chockanatha- 

swamy 


Temple (S) 


Sri Pallikonda 500 
Perumal alias 
Ranganathar 


Temple (V) 


Sri Bhagavathi- 100 
amman 


Temple (F) 
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PERIAKULAM 
r err Location 
in Principal Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
acres station) 
(7) (8) (9) (10) 
Temples ander the Hindu Religious 
0:06 Sri Kannika- Sri Vinayakar Kodaikanal 
Parameswari Sri Subrama- Road 
amman niar Railway station 
26 miles 
0-05 Sri Kalahasthees- © Kodaikanal 
warar Road 
Railway station 
16 miles 
Not Sri Lakshmi do 
stated Narayana 
Perumal 
Not Sri Kamakshi- s Kodaikanal 
stated amman Road 
Railway station 
20 miles 
0:18 Sri Mayapan- Sri Brahan- Andipatty 
deeswarar nayagi Railway station 
Sri Subrama- 10 miles 
niar 
Sri Vinayakar 
050 Sri Pailikonda Sri Rangana- Andipatty 
Perumal yagi Railway station 
Sri Narasim- 12 miles 
har 
0:05 Sri Bhagavathi Sri Vinayakar Theni 
amman Sri Subra- Railway station 
maniar 9 miles 


MADURAI DISTRICT 59 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Movable property 


Bhootham 


Annual 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery " 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. Periodical А 
Fasli 1375 — о rites performed Festivals 
by H.R. Wet Apprai- Report- Vahanam on behalf of 
& C. E. Wet Dry & Others sed by ed by temple 
(A) Dept. Dry | H.R.& temple 
Rs. C. E. (A) 
| Dept. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) (19) (20) 
‘and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 
2,578 Extent not stated Buildings-2  ... Value Horse Twice a day Festival in Chithrai 
nct Chapparam by trustees Thiruvadhirai 
stated i Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 
Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 
- Vaikasi Visakam: 
Thai Pongal 
990 405 27:17 HR. ДЕ ... ET Once a day ses 
by a Brahmin 
64 416 2593 д <i = s 22) Опсе а day aie 
Š by a hereditary 
Poosari 
8,521 15:28 (6824 _ = . 5 100 Thrice a day Sivarathri 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 
3,178 m ue 16:84 s 900 Suran Twice a day Chithra- 
Peacock by a hereditary pournami 
Rishabam Brahmin Karthigai Deepam 
Thiruvadhirai 
Thai Poosam 
1.811 8-88 15:14 asi Ses зба 679 Palanquin Once а day Uriyadi 
Garuda by a hereditary Navarathri 
Swan Bhattachariar Karthigai Deepam 
Elephant 
787 6:16 — 191 one Buildings-6 ... 800 Lion, Swan Twice a day Festival in 
: Parrot by a Cheitiar Panguni 
Horse 
Rishabam 
Kamadhenu 


Location code unit 


SI adopted for 1961 
No. Census 
No, Name 

a) (2 (3) 

21 13 Thamarai- 
kulam B. (V) 

22 si do 

23 Е do 

24 Е do 

25 14 Thenkarai 
(P) 

26 17 Bodinayakanur 
(M) 

27 РА do 


Local name of 


Name 
of 
Temple 


bamlet or 
village 


(4) o 


Thamaraikulam Sri Lakshmi 200 
Narayana 
Perumal 


Temple (V) 


Sri Meenakshi 600 0-10 
Sundareswara- 
swamy 


Temple (S) 


do 


Sri Chellandi- 150 
amman " 


Temple (F) 


do 


Sri Jakkalamman 120 0°01 
and Parames- 
warar 


Temple (F) 


Jallipatty 


Sri Thalayar 159 0:55 
Udayar 


Temple (O) 


Thenkarai 


Bodinayakanur Sri Ramalinga 0°06 
Chowdambi- 
gaiamman 


Temple (S) 


Sri Subramania- 100 9:69 
swamy 


Temple (M) 


do 


Principal Deity 


(8) 
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PERIAKULAM 
Location 
Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Lakshmi 
Narayana 
Perumal 


Sri Meenakshi 
Sundares- 
warar 


Sri Chellandi- 
amman 


Sri Jakkalam- 
man . 


Sri Ayyanar 


Sri Ramalingar 


Sri Subrama- 
n'ar 


Sri Garudal- Theni 

war Railway station 
Sri Meenakshi do 
Sri Subrama- 

niar 


Sri Bairavar 


Sri Karuppa- Theni 
nnaswamy Railway station 
Sri Pechiamman 8 miles 
Sri Chavandi- 
amman 


Sri Parames- Theni 


warar Railway station 
Sri Kannimar 6 miles 
Sri Perumal 


Sri Kannimar Theni 
Sri Pechi- Railway station 
amman 10 miles 


Sri Soundees- Bodinayakanur 
wari Railway station 
Sri Subrama- 1 mile 
niar 
Sri Vinayakar 
Sri Bairavar 
Sri Veerabadrar 


Sri Valli 

Deivayanai 

Sri Vinayakar 

Sri Sundares- 
warar 

S.i Meenakshi 

Sri Natarajar 
Navagrahas 


do 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Movable property 
Hir. E f bl 
income xtent of immovable Value of Jewell 
assessed for property (in acres) a S “> 
Fasli 1375 
y H. R. Wet i Repor- Vahanam 
у et Wet Dry E Others m ted by 
ry : temple 
Rs. C.E. (A) 
Dent. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 
638 5:63 13:49 wae WA E 65 ai 
515 5°63 11:46 ves х ses е 
580 0-73 16:00 ass 2.6 wee 150 
686 wee 10°90 ais eee es e De 
494 3°00 4°00 ase ive 248 de ... 
5,349 a ove .. Shops e .. 1,865 on 
Godowns : 
1.436 Extent not stated m ET ine ase Peacock 
| Horse 
Kamadhenu 


Bandicoot 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Once a week 
by a Naicker 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Thrice a day 


` by a hereditary 


Brahmin 


Twice a day 
by a Gurukkal 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Karthigai Deepam 


Festival in 
Purattasi 


Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 
Panguni Uthiram 


62 
Location code unit 
S adopted for 1961 
No. Census 
No Name 
( о) (3) 
28 23  Allinagaram 
(P) 
29 24 Unjampatty 
(P) 
30 A do 
ЕН > do 
32 vs do 
33 28 Јауатапвајат 
Part (Р) 
34 29 Gullappuram 
(Р) 
35 $5 do 


Loca! name of 
hamlet or 
village 


(4) 


Allinagaram 
(Theni) 


Unjalampatti 


do 


do 


do 


Keela 
mangalam 


Gullapuram 


do 


G) 


Sri Gowmari 
amman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Alagar 
Temple (У) 


Sri Arasadi 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Thottappa- 
swamy 
Temple (O) 


Sri Unjalamman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Chockanatba- 
swamy 
Temple (S) 


Sri Thiruneela- 
kandeeswara- 
swamy 
Tempie (S) 


Sri Uthanda 
Scundararaja 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 


(6) 


100 . 


79 


700 


` 2500 


2000 


0o 


0°23 


062 


050. | 


0:10 


041 


0:05 


0-08 


Principal Deity 


(8) 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATH 


PERIAKULAM 
Location 
Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
; station) 
(9) 


чо) 


Temples under the Hindu Religioas 


Sri Gowmari- 
amman 


Sri Alagar 


Sri Arasadi 
Vinayakar 


Sri Thottappa- 
swamy 


Sri Unjalamman 


Sri Chockana- 
thaswamy 


Sri Thiruneela- 
kandees- 
werar 


Sri Uthanda; 
Soundararaja 
Perumal 


«е Theni 
Railwav station 
2 miles 
өз Theni 
Railway station 
3 miles 
=> до 
А do 
... do 


Sri Meenakshi Andipatty 
Sri Sundare- Railwaystation 
swarar 8 miles 


Andipatti 
Railway station 
8 miles 


Sri Annapoo- 
rani 

Sri Bairavar 

Sri Subrama- 
niar 


Sri Soundara do 
valli Thayar 

Sri Srinivasa 
Perumal 

Sri Alwars 

Sri Narasimha 
Perumal 

Sri Anjaneyar 

Sri Visveswarar . 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Concld.) 


Annual | 
income Í Extent of immovable 
assessed for property (in acres) 
Fasli 1375 
by H.R. Wet 
& C.E. Wet Dry & Others 
(A) Dept. Dry 
Rs. 
(11) (12) (3) (14) (15) 


— 
Value L^ Jewellery 


Movable property 


end Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (contd.) 


8,086 0-60 KA 
437 25 8:77 
281 ЧЕ s 
412 WA 3:53 
516 РВ 6'09 
495 7'80 3-72 


1,231 11-24 10:28 


1,640- 132 655 


... 


Vacant 
plot 
0775 

Shops 


7 


EI 


Periodical 
от rites performed 
Аррга- Repor- Vabanam . on behalf of 
sed by ted by temple 
H.R.& temp 
C.E. (A) 
Dept. 
(16) (17) (18) (19) 
is 200 Swan, Car Daily posjas 
by a hereditary 
Gounder 
РАА eas НАА Опсе а жеек 
by a hereditary 
Priest 
таё ave РАК Daily poojas 
by a Priest 
ies x. LX Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Gounder 
... Ра ... do 
ew "T Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 
n ET ds Twice a day 


by a Gurukkal 


9,159°40 +, c Car, Swan Twice a day 
Lion * by a hereditary 
Henumar Bhattachariar 
Garuda 
Elephant 
Horse 
Palanguin- 
Sesha 


63 


Festivals 


(20) 


Festival 
in Vaikasi 


Chithra Pournami 


Vasanthothsavam 

in Vaikasi-Ani 
Chithra Pournami 
Karthigai Deepam 
Thai Pongal 


64 


Location code unit : 


si adopted for 1961 Loca! name of 
No. Census hamlet or 
x village 
No. Name 
(O (Q2 (3) (4) 
36 32 Kovilpatti Jambulipudur 
(P) 
37 34 Kunnur (P) Ammachia- 
puram 
38 » do Kunnur 
39 36 Veerapandi Muthan- 
(P) thevanpatty 
40 ээ Чо do 
41 РА до . до 
> 
42 A do Vailpatti 


(5) 


Sri Kadhali 
Karasinga 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Sri Ammachi- 
amman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Venugopala- 
swamy 
Temple (V) 


Sri Sidhi Vinayaka 


murthi 
Temple (G) 


Sri Gowmari- 
amman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Kannees- 
waramudayar 
Temple (S) 


Sri Hanuman- 
tharayar 
Temple (O) 


Reported 
age (in 
years) 


(6) 


200 


Not 
known 


70 


60 _ 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


PERIAKULAM 
Area Location 
in Principal Deity ^ Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
acres station) 
(7) (8) (9) (10) 
Temple ander the Hindu Religious 
2:01 Sri Kadhir Sri Chenga- — Andipatty 
Narasinga mala Railway station 
Perumal Nachiar 24 miles 
Sri Varadaraja 
Perumal 
Sri Devi 
Bhu Devi 
Sri Thirumangai 
Alwar 
Sri Visveswarar 
Sri Bairavar’ 
Sri Anjaneyar 
Navagrahas 
1°00 Sri Ammachi- Sri Vettai- Then: 
amman karuppu- Railway station 
swamy 34 miles 
Not Sri Venugopa- aje Theni 
stated laswamy Railway station 
4 miles 
0:02 Sri Sidhi Theni 
Vinayakar Railway station 
2 miles 
008 Sri Gowmari- bee Theni 
amman Railway station 
Б 4 miles 
0:14 Sri Kannees- Sri Dharma do 
waramudayar Samvardhani 
Ambal 
0°05 Sri Ramar Sri Lakshma- Theni 
nar Railway station 
Sri Sita 3 miles 


Sri Hanumar 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd,) 


Movable property 
Annual — 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. 
Fasli 1375 = D J.T 
by H.R. Wet Apprai- Repor- Vahanam 
& C. E. Wet Dry & Others sed by ted by 
(A) Dept. Dry H.R.& temple 
Rs. C. E. (A) 
t. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


504 ... ... ... one ... 1 ,200 
1,845 1:50 ET РР БРЕ ЕХ ove 
290 see one 21 M oor ... 
350 0:62 sz ons - - ... 
36,622 7:00 - ove w 13,827.98 ... 


17,735 25:00 ... one one ... ... 


742 oes 300 oes ase - ... 


Саг 
Palanquin 
Swan, Lion 
Hanumar 
Garuda 
Horse 
Sesha 
Elephant 


wee 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Pandaram 


Twice a day 


by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkai 


Once a week 
bya hereditary 
Naicker 


65 


Festivals 


(20) 


Festival in Chithrai 
Sri Jayanthi 
Karthigai Deepam 
Vaikunta Ekadasi 


Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 


Festival in Chithrai 


а) 


83 


44 


45 


46 


47 


48 


49 


Location code unit 
adopted for 1961 
Census 


No, Name 


2 (3) 


37 Upparpatty 
(P) 


do 


IH 


38 Uppukottai 
Part (P) 


do 


co 


47 Resingapuram 


(P) 


51 Kottur (P) 


do 


do 


.Local name of 


hamlet or 
village 


(4) 


Upparpatty 


Uppukottai 


do 


do 


Rasingapuram 


Kottayur 


do 


Name Reported 
of age (in 

Temple years) 
(5) (6) 


Sri Neelakandees- 250 
waraswamy 
Temple (S) 


Sri Varadaraja 200 
Perumal 


Temp:e (V) 


Sri Kannikapara- 50 
meswariamman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Varadaraja 200 
Perumal 
Tempie (V) 

Sri Vinayakar 200 
Temple (G) 


Sri Malligeswara- 70 
swamy 
Temple (S) 


Sri Mallikarjunee- 500 
swaraswamy 
Temple (S) 


Sri Gopalakrishna 100 
alias Gopinatha- 
swamy Temple (V) 


Sri Vella 500 
Vinayakar 


Temple (G) 


m 


100 


0:17 


0:40 


020 


Not 
stated 


10°05 


0:07 


015 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


Principal Deity — Sub-deities 


(8) (9) 


PERIAKULAM 


Location 
(Nearest Railway 
station) 


(0) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Neelakan- Sri Annapoo- 
deeswara- rani 
swamy Sri Valli * 
Deivayanai 


Sri Sambandar 


Sri Varadaraja Sri Lakshmi 
Perumal 


Sri Kannika- Navagrahas 
parameswari 
Sri Varadaraja Tm 
Perumal 
Sri Утауакаг ves 
1 
J 
Sri Malliges- - 
waraswamy 


Sri Mallikar- Sri Vinayakar 


juneeswara- 
swamy 
Sri Gopina- Sri Rukmani 
thar Sri Sathya- 
bama 
Sri Vella "T 
Vinayakar 


Theni 
Railway station 
6 miles 


Theni 
Railway station 


Bodinayakanur 
Railway station 
6 miles 


Theni . 
Railway station 
5 miles 


Bodinayakanur 
Railway station 
63 miles 


Theni 
Railway station 
9 miles 


do 


do 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Annual 
income 
assessed for 
Fasli 1375 
by H. R. 
& C. E. 
(A) Dept. 
Rs. 


(11) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


412 


994 


480 


240 


742 


885 


400 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 


Wet i 


(12) 


2:93 


715 


Extent 


3:00 


075 


Extent 


2-40 


250 


1:95 


Dry 


(13) 


0:92 


not 


... 


not 


0:90 


0:98 


Wet 
& 
Dry 


(14) 


Stated 


... 


stated 


(15) 


(36) 


... 


Value of Jewellery 


(17) 


... 


Movable property 


(18) 


Horse 


Periodical 


rites performed 


on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattar 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


67 


Festivals 


Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 


* 
Chithra Pournami 
Karthigai Deepam 


Navarathri 


Karthigai Deepam 


Karthigai Deepam 
Vaikunta Ekadasi 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATB 


68 
PERIAKULAM 
em собе ла А Local f N Reported Locatio 
adopted for name o ame m ion 
SI. peius hamlet or of age (in in Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
No. village Temple years) acres station) 
No. Name 
a о o (5) 6) o (8) 0) (10) 
Temples under the Hindu Religious 
52 є2 Acdipatti(P) — Anoipatti Sri Kaliamman 200 1:00 Sri Kaliamman Rem Andipatti 
| Тетрје (F) Railway station 
1 mile 
53 эө do do Sri Meenakshi 300 0°20 Sri Meenakshi Sri Meena- — Andipatti 
Sundareswarar Sundares- kshi Railway station 
Tempie (5) warar 1 mile 
54 š do do Sri Muthalam- 250 003 Sri Mutha- oes Andipatti 
man lamman Railway station 
Temple (F) 3 mile 
55 $3 do do Sri Mariamman 250 010 Sri Mariamman ose do 
Temple (F) 
56 68 Тһеррат- Theppampatti Sri Mavoothu 300 0:01 Sri Velappar Andipatti 
patti (P) Velappar Railway station 
Temple (M) 12 miles 
57 75 Seelayan- Seelayan- Sri Mallikarju- 60 0:06 Sri Parama- Sri Vinaya- Theni 
patti (P) patti (P) neswaraswamy aivan kar Railway station 
Temple (S) Sri Akilan- 11 miles 
deswari 
58 |» do do Sri Venugopala- 100 0:05  SriKrishpar Sri Rukmani do 
| swamy Sri Sathyabama 
Temple (V) 
59 "6 Kujanur X uchanoor Sri Saneeswara 500 $98 Sri Sanees- Sri Swayam- Theni 
У Bhagavan warar bunathees- Railway station 
Temple (O) warar 13 miles 


(Р) 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


(11) (12) 


Extent of immovable 


property (in acres) 


Wet 
Dry & 

Dry 
(13) (14) 


Others 


(15) 


Movable property 


= 
Value of Jewellery 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn,) Department (Contd.) 


1,333 - 
1,154 T 
426 
225 - 
801 "P 
995 3:32 
928 3:27 
1,877 179 


3:20 

40:78 
1:93 < 
2:49 Aes 


Shops-10 


Shops-8 


Building _ 


Garden 
0:01 


Cy 
Appraie Керог- Vahanam 
sed by ted by e 
Н. К. & temple 
C. E. (A) 
Dept. 
(16) (17) (18) 
..  . 1,500 Lion 
ave 341 Horse 
m i2 798 
-— 300 mE 
sen 782 . Sabadai 


Periodical 


rites performed 


on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Twice a day 
by а hereditary 
Pandaram 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bha'tar 


Thrice a day 
by a hereditary 
Pandaram 


Thrice a day 
by a hereditary 
Pandaram 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Twice a day 
bya hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Thrice a day 
by a hereditary 
Pillai 


69 


Festivals 


(20) 


Festival in Panguni 


Karthigai Deepam 


Festival 
in Purattasi 


Mariamman 
festival] in 
Chithrai 


Festiva] in 
Chithrai 
Karthigai Deepam 


Karthigai Deepam 


Festival in Adi 


70 


SI. 
No. 


(D 


60 


61 


62 


63 


64 


65 


66 


Location code unit 


adopted for 1961 Local name of Name Reported Area 
Census hamlet or of age (in in 
village Temple years) acres 
No. Name 
(2) (3) (4) (5) (6) ` (7) 
80 Tevaram Tevaram Sri Madhu 150 0:57 
(P) Ramalinga 
Chowdambigai 
Temple (S) 
83  Markayankottai Markayankottai Sri Hanumantha- Not 125 
(P) ; raya Perumal known 
Temple (V) 
E do do Sri Varadaraja Not 125 
Perumal known 
Temple (V) 
85 Chinnamanpur  Chinnamanur Sri Bhagavathi- 50 Not 
(P) amman stated 
Temple (F) 
» do do Sri Manicka- 60 0:50 
vasagar 
Temple (O) 
T do do Sri Poolanan- 1,047 Not 
dheeswarar stated 
Temple (S) 
> do Periyavaikkal Sri Karuppukoil 390 Not 
thanneerthurai alias stated 
Nallendra 
Ayyanar 


Temple (O) 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


PERIAKULAM 
| Location 
Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Rama- Sri Chowd-  Bodinayakanur 
lingeswarar am bigai Railway station 
amman 12 miles 
Sri Vinayakar 


Sri Subramaniar 
Sri Veerabadrar 
Sri Bairavar 
Navagrahas 


Sri Hanumanthae Theni 
raya Perumal Railway station 
13 miles 
Sri Varadaraja Sri Devi Theni 
Perumal Bhu Devi Railway station 
12 miles 
Sri Bhagavathi- Theni 
amman Railway station 
14 miles 
Sri Manicka- T do 
vasagar 


Sri Sivakami- Theni 
amman Railway station 
Sri Утауакаг 15 miles 
Sri Subramaniar 
Sri Saneeswarar 
Sri Arubathu- 
moovar 
Sri Rairavar 
Sri Brahma 
~ Sri Durgai 


Sri Poolanan- 
dheeswarar 


Sri Nallendra 
Аууапаг 


Sri Karuppu- Theni 
swamy Railway station 
15 miles 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Movable property 
Annual — 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. 
Fasti 1375 = -— P a —Y— — 
by H. R. Wet Apprai- Repor- Vahanam 
& C. E. Wet Dry & Others sed by ted by 
(A) Dept. Dry H.R.& temple 
s. C. E. (А: 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


. 1.381 m 350 .. Grove ses 1,000 

3:00 
9:6 1-62 iz. sas Eo “PA 30 
889 1:51 aes ee 25 se Jae 
565 wee жє жиг "E > Sw 
5,889 5:79 5" one 0°56 а. 200 
23,056 Ае Extent 13,651-71 See 

not 
stated 
970 1:17 Wak one Grove is 1,000 
Cs 


Palanquins-2 


aoe 


Rishabam 
Horse 


Car 


... 


Periodica) 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Thrice a day 
bya Gurukkal 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Twice a day 
bya hereditary 
Brahmin 


Twice a week 
by a Brahmin 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Six times a day 
by bereditary 
Gurukkals 


Poojas 
by a Brahmin 


71 


Festivals 


(20) 


Brahmothsavam 


Sri Hanumantha 
Jayanthi 
in Margazhi 


Karthigai Deepam 
Navarathri 


Festival in Adi 


Thiruvadhirai 


Festival in Chithrai 
Navarathri 
Skandha Sashti 

Sri Jayanthi 


Tamil New 
Year’s Day 


72 


SI. 


No. 


(Dp 


67 


69 


20 


71 


72 


73 


Location code unit 


adopted for 1961 Local name of 
Census 


No. 


(2) 


87 


88 


93 


Name 


(3) 


Егаваккапаі- 
ckanur (V) 


do 


Kanniservai- 
patti (P) 


Name Reported 
hamlet or 9 age in 
village Temple years) 
(4) (5) (6) 
Erasakkanai- Sri Alagarswamy 150 
скапиг Temple (У) 
до Sri Lakshmi 150 
Narayana 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 
Kanniservai- Sri Gopala 60 
patti Krishnan 
Temple (V) 


Uthamapalayam Uthamapalayam Sri Kannikapara- 45 


(P) 


do 


do 


do 


meswariamman 
Temple (F) 

do Sri Kalahasthee- Not 
swaraswamy known 
Temple (S) 

do Sri Muthukaru- Not 
ppannaswamy known 
Temple (O) 

do Sri Vinayakar Not 
Temple (G) known 


о 


001 


045 


0:02 


0°07 


2:50 


Not 
stated 


0-01 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


PERIAKULAM 
Location 
Principal Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Alagar- Sri Dcvi Theni 
swamy Bhu Devi Railway station 
17 miles 
Sri Narayanar Sri Lakshmi do 
Bhu Devi 
Sri Balakrish- Sri Selva do 
naswamy Vinayakar 
Sri Kannika T Theni 
Parameswari Railway station 
18 miles 
Sri Kalahasthee- Sri Gnanam- do 
swaraswamy bigai 
Sri Muthu Sri Angaleswari do 
Karuppanna- amman 
swamy 
Sri Vinayakar one Theni 
Railway station 


22 miles 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 
Annual 
income 


assessed for 
Fasli 1375 


(11) (12) 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 


Dry 


(13) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


830 

602 ... 
1.170 ET 
2,415 1-00 
6,465 ae 

854 161 

396 €:60 


17-23 


34°51 


10°87 


106°49 


Movable property 
и. | 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. Periodical 
rites performed 
Wet Apprai- Repor- Vahanam on behalf of 
& Others sed by ted by temple 
Dry .H.R.& temple 
C. E. (A) 
Dept. 
(14) (15) (6) (17) (18) (19) 
55 ses ‘wee aoe Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 
... ... wos ... Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 
ive ive ase n Chapparam Daily poojas 
by a hereditary 
Pandaram 


Sis Ра P 500 ee Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Rao 
ya Mango 4,735 ET E Daily poojas 
Grove, by a Brahmin 
Buildings, 
Vacant 
Plots 
E Tamarind ese 250 ace Once a week 
Trees.7 by а Naidu 


Twice a week 
by a Brahmin 


73 


Festivals 


(20) 


Navarathri 


Sivarathri 

Tamil New 
Year's Day 

Festival in Thai 


74 


(1) 


74 


15 


76 


77 


78 


79 


Location code unit 


adopted for 1961 Local name of 


Census hamlet or 
village 
No. Name 
Q* (3) (4) 
96 Combai Combai 
(P) 
m do do 
E do do 
» do do 
98 Pudupatty Padupatty 
(P) 
do 


a 


do 


Name R 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 


Sri Kannikapara- 46 
meswariamman 
Temple (Е) 


Sri Thiromataraya 300 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Sri An galariman 130 
Temple (F) 


Sri Seelakkali- 100 
amman 


Temple (P) 
Sri Mariamman Not 
Temple (F) known 
Sri Neelakandes- 1375 


waraswamy 
Temple (S) 


isi 


1:00 


1:00 


Not 
stated 


0:01 


0-10 


100 


Principal Оейу 


(8) 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATB 


PERIAKULAM 
Location 
Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Kannika- 
parameswari 


Sri Thirumaia- 
raya Perumal 


Sri Angales- 
wari 


Sri Seelakkalie 


Sri Vasavam- Bodinayakanur 


bal 
Sri Parvathy 
Sri Parames- 
warar 
Sri Vinayakar 
Sri Subrama- 
niar 
Sri Suryanara- 
yanaswamy 
Sri Lakshmi 
Navagrahas 


Sri Viswanatha- 
swamy 

Sri Alamelu- 
mangai 

Sri Kodhai- 
Nachiar 

Sri Chakkara- 
thalwar 


Sri Kannimar 

Sri Karuppu- 
swamy 

Sri Veeraba- 
draswamy 


Railway station 
17 miles 


do 


do 


seo Bodinayakanur 


amman 


Sri Mariamman ... 


Sri Neelakan- 
deswara- 


swamy rani 


Sri Ambal 
Sri Annapoo- 


Railway station 
15 miles 


Theni 
Railway station 
22 miles 


Theni 
Railway station 
21 miles 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Annual 
income Extent of immovable 
assessed for property (in acres) 
Fasli 1375 —— P —.JV"T[ - 
by H. R. Wet 
& C. E. Wet Dry & 
(A) Dept. Dry 
Rs. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) 


Others sed by 


Movable property 


Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 
Apprai- Report- Vahanam 
ed by 


H.R.& temple 
C. E. (A) 
Dept. 


a5 (16) (17) (18) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


11,638 2°41 we -— 
887 iie ТА 

200 ous 14°67 € 

600 see 8:50 ... 

1,162 Extent not stated 

. 2,356 3:22 e.. бе» 


Grove and PEN 
Garden 
44:14 


Buildings-32 ... 
Cocoanut 
trees-10 


3,600 Kamadhenu 
Chapparam 
Palanquin 


15,000 Car, Yali 
Palanquin 
Swan 

Lion 
Chapparam 
Hanumar 
Garuda 
Sesha 
Elephant 
Horses-3 


Chapparams-2 


... ... ... 


... ... eee ... 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Twice a day 
by a Brahmin 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Poojas 
by a Poosari 


Once a day 
by a Pillai 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Archagar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


75 


Festivals 


(20) 


Sri Jayanthi 
Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 
Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 
Vaikunta Ekadasi 
Sri Rama Navami 
Sivarathri 
Arudhra 
Dharisanam 


Vaikasi Visakam 
Sri Jayanthi 
Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 
Vaikunta 

Ekadasi 


Капа Deepam 


Festival in 
Chithrai 
Sivarathri 


Mariamman 
festival in 
Iyppasi 


amman 
Temple (P) 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATH 


76 
PERIAKULAM 
| pani Peg Local f N Reported Area Locati 
[T or name o! ame e Jon 
E, Census bamlet or of age (in in Principal Пену — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
о. village Temple years) acres station) 
No, Name 
D 0 (3) (4) (5) (6) О) (8) (9) (10) 
Temples under the Hindu Religions 
80 98  Pudupatty (P) Pudupatty Sri Valikalraya 200 0-68 Sri Valikal- Sri Nachiae Theni 
| Perumal raya Railway station 
Temple (V) Perumal 22 miles 
81 " "до до Sri Vinayakar 202 0:05 Sri Vinayakar " 
Temple (G) 
do 
82 55 до до Sri Sanyasiappar 200 0313 Sri Sanyasiappar e 
Temple (O) 
83 100 Hanumantha- Hanumantha- Sri Hanumantha- 500 Not Sri Hanuman- gas Theni 
patti (P) patti raya Perumal stated tharaya Railway station 
Temple (V) Perumal 18 miles 
84 „ do do Sri Uthamanachi- 200 005 Sri Uthamana- 7% Theni 
amman chiamman Railway station 
Temple (F) 21 miles 
85 105 Kamayagoun-  Kamayagoun- Sri Kutti 45 0:06 Sri Кош а Then; 
danpatti (P) danpatti Pillayar Pillayar Railway station 
Temple (G) 25 miles 
86 107 Cumbum (M) Cumbum Sri Angalamman 300 003 Sri Angalamman Theni 
Temple (F) Railway station 
26 miles 
87 , do do Sri Kannika- 40 OOS Sri Kannika- . v Theni 
parameswari- parameswari -- Railway station 
24 miles 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


& C. E. Wet 


(11) (12) 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 


Wet 

Dry & Others 
Dry 

{13) (14) (15) 


Movable property 
Value of Jewellery 
B. 
rai- Repor- 
sed by ted by 
H.R.& temple 
C.E. (A) 
Dept. 
(16) (17) (18) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


742 330 | 220 | `... 
1 057 .. 
У 828 
| 6-82 is = 
J 
1,584 3°92 1:49 sie 
aco Extent not stated 
742 122 9 .. КА 
475 1:18 m °... 
6,287 727 077 m 


vee 


one saa ... 


3,361 ove 


Kamadhenu: 
Chapparam 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


a9) 


Poojas by a 
Bhattachariar 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
J Poosari 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Archagar 


Twice a day 
by a Poosari 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Twice à day 
bysa hereditary 
Archagar 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Navarathri 
Vaikasi Visakam 
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Location code unit 


gi Adopted for 1961 Local name of 

No. Census hamlet or 
` village 

No Name 

(a) (2) (3) (4) 

88 107 Cumbum(M) Cumbum 

89 Ç? do do 

90 ss do do 

91 s do do 

92 e do do 

93 Е до do 

94 РЕ до бо 

95 113 Melagudalur Melaguda- 

(V) lur 
96 35 do do 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 

Sri Kambaraya 200 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 

Sri Kasiviswa- 200 
nathaswamy 
Temple (S) 

Sri Chamundi- 300 
amman 
Temple (F) 

Sri Saranga- Not 
nathar known 
Temple (V) 

Sri Veerabadra- 200 
swamy 
Temple (O) 

Sri Subramania- 200 
swamy alias 
Velappar 
Temple (M) 

Sri Bhoothanara- 150 
yana Perumal 
Temple (V) 

S:i Alagar 600 
Tempie (V) 


Sri Mariamman 500 


Temple(F) 


(7) 


015 


015 


C:02 


070 


0:10 


Principal Deity 


(8) 
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PERIAKULAM 
Location 
Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Kambaraya 
perumal 


Sri Kasiviswa- 
nathaswamy 


Sri Chamundi- 
amman 


Sri Saranga- 
nathar 


Sri Veerabadra- 
Swamy 


Sri Subramania- 
swamy 


Sri Bhootha- 
Narayana 
Perumal 


Sri Sundara- 
raja 
Perumal 


Sri Mari- 
amman 


SriAlamelu 
Nachiar 


| 

Theni 

Railway station . 
21 miles 

) 


Sri Visa- 
lakshi 
m Theni | 
Railway station 
26 miles 
do 
do 


Sri Vinayakar Theni 


Sri Valli Railway station 
Deivayanai 26 miles 
Sri Bairavar 
... do 
Sri Sundara- Theni 
valli Railway station 
'Thayat 32 miles 
... до 


MADURA] DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


(11) (12) 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 


Movable property 


Value of Jewellery 
Rs 


Wet Apprai- 
Dry & Others sed by 
H.R.& 
C.E. (^) 
Dept. 
(13) (14) (15) (16) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Concld.) 


1 


| 
y 9,381 “ae 
| 
| 
Ј 
1,427 5'44 
1:00 
835 
j 2:00 
625 4:00 
300 s 
3,628 342 
742 1°61 


"m 1222 Shops, 
vacant 
plots 
3:00 eee 
217 eee ... 
i» "m Garden 
1:00 


... 


Repor- Vahanam 
ted 
temple 
(17) a8) 
Value Car 
not Palanquins-2 
stated Elephant 
Horse 
Lion 
Sesha 
Garuda 
100 Peacock 
eee Garuda 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Twice a day 
by a Bhattachariar 


Twice a day 
by a Gurukkal 


, Once a day 


by a hereditary 
Poosari 


No Poojas 


Orice a week 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Asari 


Once a month 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattar 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 


Poneari 
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Festiva!» 


(20) 


Sri Jayanthi 
higai 

Deepam 
Vaikunta Ekadasi 
Sri Hanumantha 

Jayanthi 
Panguni Uthiram 
Vaikasi Visakam 
Tamil New 

Year’s Day 


Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 
Sri Jayanthi 
Thiruvadhirai 
Vaikasi Visakam 
Karthigai Deepam 
Sivarathri 
Panguni Uthiram 
Tamil New 
Year's Day 


wes 


LII 


Tamil 

New Year's day 
Karthigai Deepam 
Sri Jayanthi 


Tamil 
New Year's day 


Chithra Pournami 


$0 


Location code unit 
si adopted for 1961 Local name of 


Census et or 
No. viliage 
No. Name 
(0 (2) (3) (4) 
1 1 Periakulam Katcheri 
(M) Road 
2 13 Thamarai Sedapatti 
kulam B. (V) 
3 34 Kunnur (Р) Ammachi- 
puram 
4 38 Uppukottai Uppukottai 
Part (P) 
5 93 Uthamapala- Uthamae 
yam (P) palayam 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 


Sri Guruvappa 300 
Pillayar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Sound- 300 
amman 
Temple (F) 


Not 
known 


Sri Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 


Sri Dhanur Veda 40 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Selva 150 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


js; 


(7) 


1°50 


Not 
stated 


0°16 


Below 
0:01 


0:12 


Principal рену 
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(8) (9) 


Sub-deities 


PERIAKULAM 


Location 
(Nearest Railway 
station) 


(10) 


Temples outside the Hindu Religious 


Sri Guruvappa m Theni 
Pillayar Railway station 
10 miles 
Sri Sound- Sri Muthu- Theni 
amman karuppanna Railway station 
swamy 12 miles 
Sri Ayyanar Sri Karup- Theni 
panna- Railway station 
swamy 3$ miles 
Sri Dhanur Veda Theni 
Vinayakar Railway station 
6 miles 
Sri Selva Theni 
Vinayakar Railway station 


18 miles 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Concld.) 


Movable property 
Annuai 
income , Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. 
Fai 1315 ———— F Da pe = A. = 
by H.R. Wet Аррга- Repor- Vahanam 
а C. E. Wet Dry & Others sed by ted by 
(A) Dept. Dry H.R.& temple 
Вв. С.Е. (А) 
Dept. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department 
920 172 ... ... © one 260 Bandicoot 
Rishabam 
Not 0°62 5°70 ~ ... ass 143 - 
stated 
Not se se 62 : Grove das °... wee 
stated 
195 Exteat not stated 5: oe 58 me ... 
400 0'95 0:40 oe ev. ee ses - 


Periodical 


cites performed 
бп behalf of 


temple 


(19) 


Once a day 
by a Brahmin 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Once a day 
by trustee 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Festivals 


(20) 


Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 


Festival in 
Panguni 


Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 


Karthigai Deepam 


Tamil New 
Year's Dag 


NILAKOTTAI TALUK 


16. ORUFHATTU 
H'o. Ammayanaickanur 


Sri Kadhali Narasinga Perumal Temple 


About two kilometres from Kodaikanal Road 
Railway station is an old Chola temple which empha- 
sises that Siva and Vishnu are ultimately one and the 
same supreme. The chief deities of the temple in the 
village of Oruthattu are Sri Kadhali Narasiaga Perumal 
(Vishnu) and Sri Kadhaleeswarar (Siva). The images 
on the pillars of the temple have both Saivite and 
Vaishnavite symbols signifying that “I am He" and 
: “He is Me". 


The temple occupies an area of about two acres. 
The outer walls of the shrine were repaired in 1870 by 
Bommachi Naicker. The madapalli and the inner 
prakaram of the goddess's temple were constructed in 
1910. The front mandapam was put up in 1928. The 
temple was electrified in 1958. The walls in the 
prakaram of Sri Narasinga Perumal temple have a 
number of inscriptions, The Archaeological Depart- 


ment have copied some of these lithic records. 


The installation of the idols of Sri Narasinga 
Perumal with His two consorts near a Swayambu 
Lingam on a square peetam goes to prove the essential 
oneness of Siva and Vishnu. There is a legend to the 
effect that Arjuna got Pasupathasthra here. The term 
*Kadhali" in the names of Perumal and 'Езуагаг 
refers to plantaia which is produczd abundantly in the 
areas surrounding the temple. 


The temple possesses a modest jewellery. The 
vabanas of the temple are: Horse, Swan, Lion, 
Garudan, Hanumar, Adisesha etc. The temple has 
not been celebrating the annual festivals for some 


years. 


62.. THANICHIAM 
Sri Ayyanar Temple 


Sri Ayyanar who embodies in Himself Siva and 
Vishnu is the popular deity which is worshipped with 
great zeal by the rural folk. Temples dedicated to 
this god could be found in the district on the outskirts 
of villages near irrigation tanks. 


Thanichiam is at a distance of about 6 kilometres 
from Samayanaliur, a major rice market in Madurai 
district. It is situated on the Madurai-Dindigul road 
and is hence served well by buses. The temple of 
Ayyanar in the village is said to have been constructed 
by King Shenbaga Pandyan and later renovated by 
many devout individuals. There are some inscriptions 
in the main mandapam. 


This small temple occupies an area of 95' x .8l'. , 
There is a big tank before the temple. Both the.temple | 
and tank could be seen even from the trunk road as 
one traverses from Madurai to Dindigul. Huge clay 
images of horse and Bhootham within the temple are 
bound to attract the attention of the passers-by. For 
the principal deity Sri Ayyanar and for Sri Chandana 
Karuppuswamy, the other main deity there are 
separate sanctum. There are other village deities also 
in the temple. Hereditary priests belonging to the 
potter community perform poojas in the temple once 
in the evening. 


On the following days special worship is made in 
the temple (1) the Tamil New Years’ day in Chithrai 
month, (2) Chithra Pournami, (3) Vaikasi Visakam,. 
(4) Adi Perukku, (5) Vinayaka Chathurthi, (6) Kar- 
thigai Deepam, (7) Margazhi Pooja, (8) Thai Pongal, 
(9) Sivarathri in Masi, (10) Panguni Uthiram. 
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A view of the temple of Sri Ayyanar with the tank in the foreground at Thanichiam 


A life-size image of a horse offered by devotees in 
Sri Ayyanar Temple at Thanichiam 


A view of the Goddess' shrine and the sacred tank in the temple of Sri Mulanathaswamy at Thenkarai 


Inscriptions in Sri Mulanathaswamy tempie at Thenkarai 
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The most important annual festival of the temple 
is the *Kudhirai Eduppu' festival or horse festival. 
Hundreds of people in and around the village used to 
take a keen interest in this traditional festival. Images 
of horse made out of clay and painted tastefully used 
to be taken to the temple with great eclat from the 
adjoining villages and special worship made. Pongal 
is the chief offering made on such occasions. On the 
festival day, people used to joyously participate in 
revelry. The expenditure was borne by the people 
themselves on that day. For some time past the festi- 
val is not being celebrated on such a grand scale. One 
could see in the temple a number of clay images of 
horses which were given to the temple as votive 
offerings. 


The temple owns modest jewellery. It has about 
15 acres of land, the produce from which is enjoyed by 
the priests who are responsible for performing the 
daily poojas properly. The temple which comes under 
the Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments 
(Admn.) Department is managed by a Board of trustees 
consisting of 21 members. 


75. SHOLAVANDAN 


Sri Pralayanathaswamy Temple 


Sholavandan, a village in Nilakottai taluk, which 
stands on the left bank of the river Vaigai, 26 Kilo- 
metres north-west of Madurai is noted for its famous 
Saivite shrine known as Sri Pralayanathaswamy temple. 
The presiding deity is an installed Lingam. The 
divine consort is called Sri Soundara Nayagi or Pushpa- 
valli. This sthalam was also an important halting 
place for pilgrims travelling to" Rameswaram. It is 
linked with several sacred centres by bus and train. 
Madurai, the district head-quarters and Nilakottai, the 
taluk head-quarters are 26 and 29 kilometres away 
respectively. The beautiful temple here, was built in 
1869 A.D. by one Sri Pattabhirama Dikshadar, an 
ardent devotee of Siva. А vimanam anda mandapam 
were added to it later on. **Ashtabandhana Maha- 
kumbabishegam" was performed in the year 1962. 


The temple which covers an area of about 69 
cents has a beautiful 22 feet high vimanam over the 
sanctum sanctorum with attractive plaster figures on it. 
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There are two separate sanctum here for the Swamy 
and Ambal. Sri Vinayakar, Subramaniar, Valli, 
Deivayanai, Dakshinamoorthy, Brahma, Vishnu, 
Durgai, Chandikeswarar, Nagar, Nalvar and Nava- 
grahas are the other deities here. There are also 
several festival idols of Sri Natarajar, Sivakami amman 
Manickavasagar etc. These idols are made of 
Panchalogam. 


Poojas are performed thrice daily by non-hereditary 
Brahmin priests strictly according to the principles of 
Karana Agamam. The temple owns antique jewellery 
in gold and silver worth about Rs. 4,000/-. The 
immovable properties of the temple comprise about 
12:47 acres of wet lands, apart from 16 cocoauut trees, 
which fetch an annual income of Rs. 14,472!- by жау. 
of rent and this amount is spent for its upkeep and 
general maintenance. There is a 60 year old copper 
Rishaba vahanam here. Vinayaka Chathurthi, 
Navarathri, Karthigai Deepam, Thiruvadhirai and 
Sivarathri are the important anaual festivals celebrated 
by the temple. 


A hereditary trustee appointed by the Hindu 
Religious and Charitable Endowments (Administration) 
Department is in charge of the temple. 


76. THENKARAI 


Sri Mulanathaswamy Temple 


At a distance of about 25 kilometres fram Madurai 
on the southern bank of Vaigai river isa fertile village 
called Thenkarai which has a temple dedicated to Lord 
Siva. The nearest railway station for the village is 
Sholavandan. The original temple is said to have been 
built by Pandya kings. There are a number of stone 
inscriptions in the shrine which throw light on the | 
endowmeats made to the temple from tims to time. 


` Ever since the original temple was built, additions have 


been made now and then. A kumbabishegam was 
performed in the year 1961. 


Several legends have been associated with the 
temple. According to one of them, King Veera 
Pandyan who was afflicted by leprosy got rid of his 
disease after taking a bath in the sacred tank called 
Swarnapushkarani situated within the temple opposite 
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to the goddess's shrine. It is said that to spread the 
cult of bhakthi, goddess Parvathi once requested Lord 
Siva to send Sri Mulavar to the world. Sri Mulavar 
performed severe penance here and got the blessings 
of the Lord. Hence the presiding deity of this village 
is called Sri Mulanathar, The divine consort is known 
as Sri Akhilandeswari. 


The temple facing east encloses an area of about 
2:5 acres and has wide open space on the front side. 
The height of the Rajagopuram is about 20 feet. The 
vimanams about 18 feet high crown the garbagrahas 
of Sri Mulanathar and Sri Akhilandeswari. The 
temple has two prakarams. There are as many as 87 
pillars in the goddess's temple. The presiding deity is 
an installed Lingam. 


Hereditary priests, well versed in Siva Agama 
perform poojas four times a day. The value of the 
jewels of the temple has been estimated at about 
Rs. 5,410. The temple owns sizable landed property, 
the income from which is utilised for the maintenance 
of the temple, performing festivals etc. The temple 
authorities run a library out of these funds. 


The Thers (chariots) of the temple have to be 
repaired and overhauled. There are two palanquins 
and wooden vahanas of Rishaba, Swan, Lion, Nandhi, 
Elephant and Horse. The Brahmothsavam of the 
temple which was being celebrated in the Tamil month 
of Vaikasi (May-June) has been suspended for the 
past forty years. 


Theré'is a popular belief that a bath in the sacred 
tank of the temple will cure skin diseases including 
leprosy. It is said that the water in the tank which is 
supposed to have medicinal effect changes colour 
frequently. The goddess is considered very powerful. 
The affairs of the temple are managed by a Board of 
trustees having four members. 


78. THIRUVEDAGAM (THIRUVELAGAM) 
Sri Edaganatha Swamy Temple 


Thiruvedagam which means the place of the 
*sacred leaf" is one of the fourteen reputed Sivasthalams 
in Pandya Nad. Mention about this place is made in 
the celebrated ‘Thevaram’ hymns. This sacred sthalam 
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lies on the bank of the river Vaigai, in the Nilakottai 
taluk of the Madurai district. It is situated amidst 
verdant vegetatioa on the 12th mile stone, on the 
Madurai-Nilakottai Road. Sholavandan, at a distance 
of about 3 miles is the nearest Railway station. It is 
here that the great saint Sri Thirugnana Sambandar 
performed a wonderful miracle when hz faced a 
challenge from the Jains. The Edu (palm leaf) con- 
taining the famous verse of the saint beginning with 
*'Vazhga Andanar” smoothly floated upstream agaiast 
the current in Vaigai when it was in floods. When the 
saint sang another sacred verse, the Edu stopped at the 
spot on the river margin where the village now stands. 
it is well known that the saint brought back the 
hunch back Pandya Kingto the Hindu fold from 
Jainism. 


The temple is said to have been constructed by the 
rulers of this region during the life time of Sri 
Thirugnana Sambandar. Later on, several renovations 
were made by devotees The present temple which 
stands magnificently with its tall gopurams and spacious 
corridors is a tribute to the deep devotion of the 
Nagarathar community who took a keen,interest to 
renovate the shrine. A kumbabishegam was performed 
in 1930 on the completion of renovation work which 
commenced in 1910. Again in 1965 renovation and 
paintings were carried out Several lakhs of rupees 
have been spent in this regard by devout and generous 
individuals. Sri О. Rm. M. S.S.S. Subgamaniam - 
Chettiar, the present trustee of the Devasthanar is one 
ofthe chief benefactors of this temple. It covers an 
area of about 5 acres. The temple facing east, has a 
single prakaram, two sanctum and 28 architecturally 
carved stone pillars, besides an arthamandapam and a 
sthapanamandapam. The two five-tiered gopuram 
viz., a Rajagopuram in the front and the other at the 
rear beautify this shrine with their architectural 
excellence. 


The presiding deity of the temple, Sri Edaganathar, 
or Patrika Parameswarar is said to have been 
worshipped by Garudan, Adisesha and Thirumal. 
Now, there is an installed Lingam here. The 
Swayambu Lingam, it is said, is underneath the pedestal 
on which the present Lingam has been installed. His 
consort is known as Sri Elavar Kuzhali alias Sugantha 
Kunthalambal. The sacred  vilva tree is the 
sthalaviruksham here. The sacred theerthams of this 


.Sthalam are the river Vaigai, which flows from north 
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Sri Natarajar in the temple at Thiruvedagam 


The delightful festival idol of the great saint Thirugnanasambandar in 
Sri Edaganathaswamy Temple at Thiruvedagam 


Carvings near the steps of the river Vaigai at Thiruvedagam depicting the event concerning the palm leaf 
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to south and the famous Brahms theertham in thc 
form ofa tank near the temple. It is popularly 
believed that such of those devotees who are mentally 
deranged can hope to be cured of their affliction after 
taking a dip in this tank. 


Sri Thirugnana Sambandar has sung a beautiful 
*"Thiruppadhigam" with eleven sacred “Pasurams’’ 
glorifying this sthalam. Thevaram, Kshethirakkovai 
Thiruthandagam, Sekkizhars Peria Puranam and 
Arunagiri Nathar’s Thiruppugazh speak the glory of 
this sthalam. The sthalapuranam of this temple 
written by one Sri Subramania Iyer consists of 13 
**Padalams", containing 649 verses, of which the 
Thirugnana Sambandar Padalam, in which the legend 
pertaining to the origin of this shrine is narrated, 
deserves special mention. There is also a Vinayakar 
temple known as ‘‘Vadhuvendra Vinayakar Koil” in 
‘this place. It is said that Lord Vinayaka in the form of 
a fish arrested the movement of the Edu. On the 
banks of the river Vaigai near the temple some 
carvings relating to this incident have been made on 


the stone steps. 


There are several stone inscriptions here, on the 
walls of the temple fortress as well as at the entrance 
wf the eastern and western pagodas, belonging to the 
periods of Sri Maravarman  Sundara Pandyan 
(1216-1235 A.D.) Sri Parakrama Pandyan, Sri 
Jadavarman Kulasekhara Pandyan ( 1190-1217 A.D.) 
and Sri Krishna Deva Rayar of Vijayanagar. They 
refer to this sthalam as “Pagunur  Kutrathu 
"Thiruvedagam" and the Lord as “Sri Thiruvedaga- 
mudaiya Nayanar". Most of these incriptions speak 
of the endowments, made in the form of paddy fields 
for the upkeep and maintenance of the temple. One 
of them refers to the existence of a Thirumal temple 
here, while another speaks of the gift of lands to a 
group of twenty saints in the Thirugnana Sambandar's 
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Mutt, Yet another inscription registers the gift of land 
made to the temple by the famous King Sri Jadavarma 
Tribuvana Chakkravarthi. | 


Poojas are performed six times daily by hereditary 
Brahmin priests, who are in the enjoyment of service 
inam lands on a rotation basis. The temple owns 
both antique and modern jewellery worth about 
Rs. 66,974/- in the shape of gold, silver and diamond 
ornaments, mostly donated by devotees. The diamond 
studded gold crown deserves special mention. The 
immovable property of the temple comprises a few 
acres of wet lands and nine houses, which are leased 
out for an annual rent of Rs. 32,832/-. This amount 
is utilised towards the disbursement of salaries to the 
temple servants, the conduct of daily poojas and 
periodical festivals of the temple and for its general 
maintenanec. The temple also gets an additional 
income of Rs. 50/- every year, through its hundi 
collections. Besides, the temple also colleztsa nominal 
fee for marriages performed within the temple 
premises. . This provides an additional source of 
income. | 


Adi Pooram, Vinayaka Chathurthi, Navarathri, 
Deepavali, Annabishegam in Iyppasi, Thirukkarthigai, 
Skandha Sashti, Thiruvadhirai, Sankaranthi, Thai 
Poosam, Masi Magam, Maha Sivarathri, Panguni 
Uthiram, Tamil New Year’s day, Vaikasi Visakam 
and Edu Edhireriya Vaikasi uthsavam are the regular 
festivals celebrated by the temple every year, of which 
the Navarathri and Edu Edhireriya Vaikasi uthsavam 
are the most important ones, which attract a large 
number of devotees from far and near. 


The affairs of the temple are managed by a 
hereditary trustee, through an Executive Officer 
appointed by the Hindu Religious and Charitable 
Endowments (Admn.) Department. 
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SI. 
No. 


(D 


Location code unit 
adopted for 1961 


patti (P) 


Local name of 


Census hamlet or 
village 
No. Name 
(2) G) (4) 
1 Pachaimalayan Pachaimala- 
kottai (P) yankottai 
9 Sevagampatti — Sevagampatti 
(P) 
РА do do 
10 ‘Mallanampatti Mallanampatti 
(p) 
12 Nilakottai (P)  Nilakottai 
E: do do 
s do a do 
14 Malayagoundan- Malayagoun- 


dappatti ` 


Name 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 
Sri Perumal 250 
Temple (V) 


Sri Kundaleeswara 200 
Perumal 
Temple (У) 


Sri Solamalai 
Alagar 
Temple (V) 


109 


Sri Kaliyuga 300 
Chidambares- 
warar 


Temple (S) 


Sri Ahobila 
Narasinga 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 


200 


Sri Mariamman 75 
Temple (F) 


Sri Nataraja- 59 
swamy 


Temple (S) 


Sri Muthalamman ` 200 
Temple (F) 


Reported Area 


In 
acres 


(7) 


0:50 


Below 
0:01 


0:05 


0-90 


0:02 


0:01 


Below 
0:01 


Below 
9'01 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


Principal Deity 


(8) 09) 


NILAKOTTAI 


Location 


Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 


station) 


(10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Soundararaja« °... 
perumal 


Sri Kundalees- 
wara Perumal 


Sri Achi- 


Sri Solamalai 
Alagar amman 
Sri Ramar 
Sri Kaliyuga aes 
Chidambares- 
warar 
Sri Ahobija · Sri Nachiar- 
Narasinga amman 
Perumal! 
Sri Mariamman $e 
Sri Natarajar ... 
Sri Muthalamman eae 


Ambaturai 
Railway station 
34 miles | 


Kodaikanal 
Road 
Railway station 
12 miles 


Kodaikanal 
Road 
Railway station 


Kodaikanal 
Road 
Railway station 
10 miles 


Kodaikanal 
Road · 
Railway station 
6 miles 


do 


do 


Kodaikanal 
Road 
Railway station 


MADURAI DISTRICT 


TALUK 


(11) 


(12) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department 


209 


750 


591 


2,650 


3,353 


1.576 


594 


Extent 


Extent 


Movable property 

Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 

property (in acres) Rs. 

=: — 
Wet Apprai Repore Ҹаһапат 
Dry & Others sed by ted 
H.R.& temp 
C.E. (A) 
Dept. 

(13) (14) a5) 46) (17) (18) 
not stated m ... -- 

ЕА 400 ote Em D 
4°50 5 m en E ses 
5:70 - ase viv one See 
not stated e. aan Value ee. 

not 
stated 

see 6-00 - 3,644 es Vahanas-2 
7:00 ves Building -— ves Chapparams-2 
5°23 - - aa ove YA 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 

- temple 


(19) 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Chettiar 


No Poojas 


Oncea day 
by a hereditary 
Naicker 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Twice a dav 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Twice a day 
by a Brahmin 


Once a day 
by a Brahmin 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Gounder 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Karthigai Deepam 


Chithra 
Pournami 


Sivarathri 


Festival in Vaikasi . 


Chithra 
Pournami 


Festival | 
in Margazhi 


88 
Location = у шан í 
adopted for Local name o 
A Census bamilet or 
џ village 
No. Name 
(0 о (3) (4) 
9 16  Ammayanai- Oruthattu 
ckanur (P) 
10 Е do. do 
и P do Ammaiyanai- 
ckanur 
12 » до до 
5 ., do do 
14 РА до до 
15 21 Goovanathu Velankottai 
P) 
16 25 Kunnuvaran. Kunnuvatan- 
kottai (P) kottai 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple ycars) 
(5) (6) 
Sri Kadhaii 900 
Narasinga 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 
Sri Pettai 60 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 
Sri Mariamman 300 


Temple (F) 


Sri Kundala- 
malaiyaswamy 
Temple (O) 


Sri Uthamanachi 
amman 
Temple (F) 


Sti Gurunatha- 
swamy 
Temple (O) 


Sri Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 


Sri Eswaraswamy 
alias Visalakshi 
Viswanathar 
Temple (S) 


100 


(7) 


200 


0:33 


0:17 


014 


0:05 


0°02 


0:25 


Principal Deity 


(8) 


TEMPLES ОР MADRAS STATE 


NILAKOTTAI 
| Location 
Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Kadhai- 
Narasinga 
Perumal 


Sri Pettai 
Vinayakar 


Sri Muthu 
Mariamman 


Sri Kundalama- 
laiyaswamy 


Sri Uthamana- 
chiamman 


Sri Gurunatha- 
swamy 


Sri Ayyanar 


Sri Viswana- 
thar 


Sri Kadhalees- Kodaikanal 
warar Road 
Railway station 
1 mile 


p do 


- Kodaikanal 
Road 
Railway station 
13 miles 


ж Kodaikanal 
Road 
Railway station 
3 miles 


AT Kodaikanal 
Road 
Railway station 
{ furlong 


— Kodaikanal 
Road 
Railway station 
15 miles 


Sri Yisalakshi Usilampatti 

Sri Subrama- Railway station 
plar 11 miles 

Sri Valli 

Deivayanai 

Sri Bairavar 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


a1) (12) 


Extent of immovable 


property (in acres) 
Wet 
Dry & 
(13) (14) 


Movable property 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 
Apprai- Repor- Vahanam 
Others sed by ted by 

Н. R.& tempi 
C. E. (A) 

Dept. 

as) (16) (17) (19) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


447 480) 
1,030 

320 1:50 

300 ons 

310 ave 
3,040 ... 

349 wee 

828 3°53 


300 


500 


6700 


7'00 


2:00 


5:19 


Garden 


100 


1,000 


60 


... 


... 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


No Poojas 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Mooppanar 


No Poojas 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Naicker 


Oace a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattar 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Sri Jayanthi 
Uriyadi 
Vaikunta Ekadasi 


Festival in Vaikasi 


Thai Pongal 


Navaratlui 


Location code unit 


ted for 1961 Local name of 
SI. МЕ ув bamlet or 
No. village 
No, Name 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
17 25 Kunnuyaram Kunpuvaram 
kottai (P) kottai | 
18 26 Batlagundu Batlagundu 
(P) 
19 ES do do 
20 - do do 
21 " do do 
22 27 Batlagundu Kottaiyapatti 
(Rural) (V) 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(3) (6) 
Sri Varadaraja 31 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 
Sri Lakshmi: 150 
Narayanaswamy 
Temple (V) 


Sri Viswanatha- 500 
swamy and 
Visalakshi- 
amman 
Temple (S) 


Sri Mariamman Not 
Temple (F) known 

Sri Kaliamman 100 
Temple (F) 

Sri Chenroya 75 
Perumal 


'Temple (V) 


0:30 


0:12 


0:35 


1:00 


0-02 


006 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


NILAKOTTAI 
Location 
Principal Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
2 station) 
(8) 9 (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Varadaraja- Sri Naganathar Kodaikanal 


Perumal Sri Kambatha- Road 
diyar Railway station 
7 miles 
Sri Lakshmi Sri Hanumar Kodaikanal 
Narayana- Road 
swamy Railway station 
12 miles 
“Sri Viswanatha- Sri Visalakshi Kodaikanal 
swamy Sri Natarajar Road 
Sri Sivakami Railway station 
Navagrahas 12 miles 
Sri Mariamman Sri Muthu Kodaikanal 
Karuppu- Road 
swamy Railway station 
Sri Anjaneyar 15 miles 
Navagrahas 
Sri Subramaniar 
Sri Valli 
Deivayanai 
Sri Kaliamman a Kodaikanal 
Road 
Railway station 
12 miles 
Sri Chenroya Sri Mari- Kodaikanal 
Perumal amman Road 


Railway station 
14 miles 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) ` 


Annual 
income Extent of immovable 
assessed for property (in acres) 
Fasli 1375 (~ = 
by H. R. Wet 
& C. E. Wet Dry & Others 
(A) Dept. Dry 
Rs. 
(11) (2) (13) (14) (15) 


Movable property 


Value of Jewellery 
Rs 


(16) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


600 0:78 921 ... oon 
985 7:00 МЕ nos i. 
8,628 17:33 40°53 wee Garden 
6:62 

3,901 324 2:35 эө» Garden 
1-36 

974 2:88 - „> Shops-2 
285 1:20 11-00 ... — 


Repor- Vahanam 
ted by ; 
temple 
(17) (18) 
100 aad 
515 Silver 
Peacock 
Rishabam 
Car 
Sahadais-2 
Chapparams-4 
Rishabam 
Peacock 
Elephant 
Horse 
Bandicoot 
Suran 
2,000 Car 
Rishabam 
Kamadhenu 
Lion 
1,000 Lion 


1,90) - 


Periodical 


rites performed 


on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Naicker 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Pillai 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Naicker 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Navarathri 


Festival in Vaikasi 
Navarathri 
Skandha Sashti 
Karthigai Deepam 
Thai Poosam 
Sivarathri 
Panguni Uthiram 


Mariamman 
festival in 
Vaikasi 


Navaratbri 


Festival once 
in two years 
in Panguni 
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SI. 
No, 


29 


Location code unit 


adopted for 1961 


Census 
No. Name 
(2) (3) 


40 Vilampatti 


(P) 
" do 
” do 


41 Mattaparai 
(P) 


42 Ramaraja- 


puram (P) 
; do 
98 ао 
и до 


(4) 


Vilampatti 


do 


do 


Mattaparai 


Ramaraja- 
puram 


do 


do 


Ramapuram 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 


Sri Karuppanna- 200 
swamy 


Temple (O) 


Sti Velayudha- 200 
swamy 


Temple (M) 


Sri Veyilund- 200 
amman 


Temple (F) 


Sri Kannimar 200 


Temple (O) 


Sri Muthalamman Not 


Temple (F) known 
Sri Sivakame- 100 
swariamman 
Temple (S) 
Sri Venkata- 100 
chalapathy 
Temple (V) 
Sri Vinayakar 100 


Temple (G) 


1:00 


917 


Below 


0-01 


Below 
001 


001 


0°10 


0:02 


0:02 


Principal Deity Sub-deities 


(8) 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 
NILAKOTTAI 


Location. 
(Nearest Railway 
station) 


(9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Кагоррарпа- 28% Sholavandan 
swamy Railway station 
10 miles 
Sri Velayudha- Е 1 
swamy 
Vadipatti 
4 Railway station 
il 
Sri Veyilund- ^ TIE 
amman 
J 
Sri Kannimar Vadipatti 
Railway station 
3 miles 
Sri Mutha- Sri Kaliamman do 
lamman Sri Bhagava- 
thiamman 
Sri Ayyanar 
Sri Vinayakar 
Sri Sivakame- Sri Siva do 
swariamman Sri Saneeswarar 


Sri Venkata- 
chalapathy 


Sri Vinayakar 


Sri Alamelu- Vadipatti 
mangai Railway station 
Sri Kothai- 3 miles 
nachiar 
ae do 


MADURAI DISTRICT 


TALUK (Сота) 
Movable property 
Annyal 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. Periodical 
Fasli 1375 си rites performed 
by H. R. Wet Apprai- Repor- Vahanam on behalf of 
& CE, Wet Dry & Others señ by ted by temple 
(A) Dept. Dry H.R.& temple 
Rs. C. E. (À) 
Dept. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) (19) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


Oncea week 


by @ hereditary 
Pillai 


704 ... : on 6:17 4:10 ... 4,775 ae 


Once a day 

by a hereditary 
Velar 

200 


Poojas by a 


2°00 “ee m" ae oe ... 
| Velar 


Twice a week 


614 1:60 PEN ... wes m T - 
ғ Бу а Chettiar 


Роојаѕ by а 
hereditary 
Poosari 


Cocoanut en 5,000 m 
trees- IO 


1,725 3:05 m oon 


Thrice a day 
by a Brabmin 


1,461 7:50 se. +š m _ 130 ... 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


805 1:51 778 m ow en 35 m 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
a Pillai 


202 2:50 ... 
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Festivala 


(20) 


Sivarathri 


Karthigai Deepam 


Festival in Vaikasi 


Sivarathri 
Thiruvadhirai 
Karthigai Deepam 


Yaikunta Ekadasi 
Karthigai Deepam 
Sri Jayanthi 


Festival in Vaikasi 
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Location code unit 
adopted for 1961 


д. " Census 
No, Name 

(O о (3) 

31 42 Ramaraja- 
puram (P) 

32 FA do 

33 43 Kulasekaran- 
kottai (P) 

34 45 Katchaikatti 
(P) 

35 53 Paraipatti 
(P) 

36 55 Мапіккат- 

| patti (Р) 

37 т do 

38 i» do 


Locai name of 
hamlet ог 
village 


(4) 


Ramapuram 


do 


Kulasekaran- 
kottai 


Kachaikattai 
(Karuppatty) 


Pataipatti 
Manikkam- 
patti 


do 


do 


Sri Mariamman 


Temple (F) 


Sri Mutha- 
lamman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Bala 


Dandayudha- 


swamy 
Temple (My 


Sri Neelamega 
Perumal 
Temole (V) 


Sri Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 


Sri Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 


Sri Kannimar 
Temple (O) 


Sri Mutha- 
lamman 
Temple (F) 


100 


150 


Not 
known 


Not 


- known 


Not 
known 


0-02 


0:50 


0:75 


Not 
stated 


Not 
stated 


Not 
stated 


Not 
stated 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


NILAKOTTAI 
Location 
Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Mariamman са Vadipatti 
Railway station 
3 miles 
Sri Mutha- ‘cot do 
lamman 
Sri Bala Sri Pillayar Vadipatti 
. Dandayudha- Nava- Railway station 
swamy grahas 24 miles 
Sri Neelamega Sri Soundara- Vadipatti 
Perumal! valli Railway station 
Thayar 3 miles - 
Sri Ayyanar m Madurai 
Railway station 
19 miles 
Sri Ayyanar See Madurai 
Railway station 
16 miles 
Sri Kannimar ... do 
Sri Mutha- oes do 
lamman 


MADURAI DISTRIC. 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Movable property 
Annual 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. 
Faal on w ~ A Vahanam 
R. et Apprai- epor- 
& C.E. Wet Dry & Others sed by ted by 
(A) Dept Dry H.R.& temple 
Rs. C. B. (А) 
Dept. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) 


end Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


300] 
| 
| 2:50 ET -. Cocoanut m 20 Car 
J trees-70 
500 
341 Extent not stated ose ... Value Palanquin 
not 
stated 
742 12:88 67:19 ... aoe XM Ai Horse 
Sesha 
Garuda: 
Hanumar 
$59 Extent not stated . 25 ves bee aie 
200 E 2°14 m ... ES tes p 
400 3:47 ... m +» p ... ... 
300 z 1:61 des Sis 28 em 


Periodical! 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Once a month 
by a hereditary 
Devar 


Once a month 
bya hereditary 
Kulalar 


Daily poojas 
by a hereditary 
Pandaram 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattacharias 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Poosari 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Once a week 
by a Poosari 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Festival in Vaikasi 


Vaikasi Visakam 


Festival in Chithrai 
Sri Jayanthi 
Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 
Vaikunta Ekadasi 


Festival in 
Purattasi 
& Panguni 
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SI. 
No. 


(1) 


39 


41 


42 


43 


45 


Location code unit 


adopted for 1961 Local name of 


Census hamlet or 
village 
No. Name 
(2) (3) (4) 
62 Thanichiam Thanichiam 
(P) 
64 Andipatti Andipatti 
(P) 
66 Nirethan (P) Nirethan 
ээ do do 
> до до 
7> do do 
69 Karuppatti (P) Karuppatti 


Name Reported Area 
of age (in in 
Temple years) acres 
(5) (6) (7) 
Sri Ayyanar 2,000 2:40 
Temple (O) 
Sri Perumal Not 0:02 
Temple (V) known 
Sri Ayyanar Not 0:02 
Temple (O) known 
Sri Perumal 300 0:06 
Temple (V) 
Sri Vella Veera Not 0°02 
Ayyanar known 
Temple (O) 
Sri Vinayakar 200 Below 
Temple (G) 001 
Sri Venugopala- 200 0:23 


swamy 
Temple (V) 


Principal Deity 


(8) 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


NILAKOTTAI 
Location 
Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Ayyanar Sri Chandana- Madurai 
karuppu Railway station 
Sri Veeria- 13 miles 
perumal 
Sri Badrakali 
Sri Pechiamman 
Sri Chonaiswamy 
Sri Perumal ава Sholavandan 
Railway station 
Sri Ayyanar Sri Chinna = Vadipatti 
Ayyanar Railway station 
Sri Chonai- 2 miles ~ 
swamy 
Sri Kannimar 
Sri Perumal Sri Rukmani Madurai 
Sri Sathya- Railway station 
bama 18 miles 
Sri Vella Veera dis Vadipatti 
Ayyanar Railway station 
14 miles 
Sri Vinayakar ae Vadipatti 
Railway station 
2 miles 
Sri Venugopala- Жы Karupatti 
swamy Railway station 
1# miles 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 
Annual 


income 
assessed for 


Fasli 1375 ~ ———— 


CE. Wet 


(11) (12) 


Extent of immovable 


Dry 


аз) 


property (in acres) 
Wet 


& 
Dry 


(14) 


Others 


(15) 


< Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 
“Apprai- Repor. 
sed by ted by 
H.R.& temple 
C. E. (A) 
Dept. 
(6) (17) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


1,474 13:31 


1,150 
866 3:32 
805" 4-05 
742 see 
805 3°95 

1,044 Р 


13 


1:57 


1:67 


2:15 


... 


... 


... 


3-29 


3:48 


299 


Value 
not 
stated 


Movable property 
—— a — 


Vahanam 


(18) 


ooo 


Periodical . 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(9) 


Once а day 
by a hereditary 
Kulalar 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Poojas by 
a hereditary 
Kulalar 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Tamil New 

Year’s Day 
Chithra Pournami 
Vaikasi Visakam 
Adi 18th day 
Vinayaka 

Chathurthi 
Karthigai Deepam 
Sivarathri _ 
Panguni 

Uthiram 


... 


Festival in 
Purattasi 


Vinayaka 
Chathurtbi 
Karthigai Deepam 


98 


а) 


47 


49 


50 


51 


52 


Location code unit 


adopted for 1961 Local name of 
Census 


No. 


(2) 


69 


70 


7I 


73 


74 


75 


Name 


(3) 


Karuppatti 
(P) 


Kuruvithurai 
(P) 


Mannadiman- 
galam (P) 


do 


Mullipallam 
(P) 


Irumbadi (P) 


Sholavandan 


(P) 


Name Reported 
hamlet ог of age (in 
village Temple years) 
(4) (5) (6) 
Karuppatti Sri Anjaneya- Мог 
swamy known 
Temple (O) 
Koilkuruvi- Sri Chithra Not 
thurai Ratha Vallaba known 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 
Mannadiman- Sri Meenakshi 309 
galam Sundareswarar 
: Temple (S) 
do Sri Narasinga Not 
Perumal known 
Temple (V) 
Mullipallam Sri Varadaraja 37 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 
Trumbadi Sri Kasiviswa- Not 
nathaswamy known 
Temple (5) 
Sholavan- Sri Chidambara 100 
dan Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


(7) 


0:10 


0:13 


0°52 


Not 
stated 


0-06 


010 


0:03 


Principal Deity 


(8) 
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NILAKOTTAI 
Location 
Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(9) 10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Anjaneya- 
swamy 


Sri Chithra 
Ratha 
Vallaba 
Perumal 


Sri Meenakshi 
Sundares- 
warar 


Sri Narasinga 
Perumal 


Sri Varadaraja 
Perumal 


Sri Kasiviswa- 
nathar 


Sri Vinayakar 


wee Karupatti 
Railway station 
13 miles 


Sri Shenbaga- Sholavandan 
valli Railway station 

Sri Srinivasa 6 miles 
Perumai 

Sri Lakshmi- 
narasimhar 

Srí Krishnar 


Sri Meenakshi do 
Sri Subrama- 

niar 
Sri Visweswarar 


m Sholavandan 
Railway station 
3 miles 
Sri Jayalak- — Sholavandan 
shmi Railway station 
Sri Vijaya- 4 mile 
Jakshmi 
Sri Visalak- — Karupatti 
shi Railway station 
+ mile 
Sri Subrama- Sholavandan 
niar Railway station 
Nava- 3 furlongs 


grahas 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


an (2) 


(19) 


Movable property 
s 
Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
Property (in acres) Rs. 
Wet Apprai- Repor- Vahanam 
Dry & Others sedby ted y 
Dry H.R.& temple 
C. E.( 

(13) (14) (15) (6) qn 3) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


348 wA 
6,571 1169 
2,863 24 
т00 150 
5,390 741 
308 10:11 


576 m 


16°82 


712 


13:26 


365 


219 


4°33 


ate 


1,000 


1,000 


oon 


15 


Once a day 
by & hereditary 
Brahmin 


Twice a day 
by 2n Archagar 


dc 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Twice а day by 
a Bhattacbariar 


Twice a day 
by Bhattar 


do 


Festivals 


(20) 


... 


Vaikunta Ekadasi 


Navarathri 


Sri Jayanthi 
Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 
Sri Rama Navami 
Vaikunta Ekadasi 


Navarathri 


Deepam 
Thiruvadbirai 
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NILAKOTTAI 
Location code unit А 
SI adopted for 1961 Local name of Name Reported Area . Location 
No. Census hamlet or of age (in in Principal Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
* village Temple years) acres station) 
No. Name 
а) (2) о (4 (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) 
Temples under the Hindu Religious 
53 75 Sholavandan Sholavandan Sri Dhrowpathi- 250 0:02 Sri Dhrowpa- ves Sholavandan 
(P) amman thiamman Railway station 
Temple (F) 1 Furlong 
ЗА „ do do Sri Janaka 200 0:20 Sri Mariamman 7 do 
Mariamman 
Temple (F) 
55 э do do Sri Pralaya- 92 0:69 Sri Pralaya- Sri Sounda- — Sholavandan 
nathaswamy nathaswamy ranayagi Railway station 
Temple (S) 4 mile 
56 3 do do Sri Santhana 100 0-06 Sri Santhana Sri Rukmani Sholavandan 
Gopalakrishna- Gopala- Sri Sathya- Railway station 
swamy krishnan bama 1 mile 
Temple (V) 
57 76 Thenkarai Thenkarai Sri Mulanatha- 300 2°45 Sri Mulana- Sri Akhilan- Sholavandan 
(P) swamy thaswamy deswari Railway station 
Temple (S) š mile 
58 , do ` do Sri Navaneetha . 88 001  SriNavanee- Sri Rukmani do 
Krishnaswamy tha Krishna- Sri Sathya- 
swamy bama 


Temple (V) 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Movable property 


Annual 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. 
Fasli 1375 = am ————^——— — X < 
by H. R. Wet Apprai- Report- Vahanam 
& C. E. Wet Dry & Others sed by ed by 
(A) Dept. Dry H.R.& temple 
Rs. C. B. (A) 
Dept. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) 5 (16) (17) (18) 
and Cbaritable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 
387 0'81 .. ' += 5ћор x 360 Lion 
d Horse 
6,377 2:80 san 566 Cocoanut 5,568 555 Car, Lion 
Grove Palanquin 
0:32 : Chapparam 
Shops-6 Kedayam 
Rishabam 
Horse, Elephant 
Swan 
Bhoctham 
Kamadhenu 
14,472 12°47 WA sis Cocoanut... 225 РЕ 
Trees-16 
768 5:59 Ss Ie is E 443 Garuda 
Palanquin 
10,850 30:84 4:49 e Building 5,409 "S Car 
Palanquin 
3,421 12:56 Sr .. Cocoanut ies 369 z 
Trees-2 
Building 


rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple | 


(13) 


Once a day 


by a hereditary 
Pillai 


Twice a day 
by a Vellalar 


Thrice a day 
by a Bhattar 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Four times a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Twice a day 
by an Archagar 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Panguni Uthiram 
Festival 

in Chithrai 
Navaratbri 


Festival in Vaikasi 
Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 
Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 
Thai Pongal 
Sivarathri 


Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 
Navarathri : 


: Karthigai Deepam 


Thiruvadhirai 
Sivarathri 


Sri Jayanthi 
Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 
Vaikunta Ekadasi 


Festival in Vaikasi 
Karthigai Deepam 
Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 
Thiruvadhirai 
Masi Magam 
Tamil New 
Year's day 


Karthigai Deepam 
Thai Pongal 
Sri Rama Navami 
Tamil New 

Year's day 
Sri Jayanthi 
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NILAKOTTAI 
Location code unit : 
si. Adopted for 1961 Local name of Name Reported Area - ji - Location 
No Census bamiet or of age (in in Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
° village Temple years) acres station) 
No. Name 
Co, (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) [0] (8) (9) (10) 
Temples under the Hindu Religious 
59 77 Мејакка! Keelanatham Sri Gurunatha- 60 002 Sri Gurunatha- see Sholavandan 
(P swamy swamy Railway station 
Temple (O) 3 miles 
60 78 Thiruvelagam — Thiruve- Sri Edaganatha- Мо 500 | SriEdagana- Sri Blavar do 
(P) dagam swamy known thaswamy kuzhaliar 
Temple (S) : 
61 81 `Sithalangudi Sithalan- Sri Ayyanar 100 1-00 Sru Ayyanar ase Sholavandan - 
(P) gudi Temple (O) Railway station 
62. as do do Sri Vinayakar Not 002 Sri Vinayakar sio Sholavandan 
Temple (G) known Railway station 
63 Е do do Sri Gurunatha- 200 0:04 Sri Gurunatba- - Samayanallur 
swamy swamy Railway station 
Temple (O) 2 miles 
64 82  Kalvelipati (P)  Kalvelipatti Sri Vadakkuva 100 0:05 Sri Chelli- Sri Karuppu- Samayanallur 
Chelliamman amman swamy Railway station 
Temple (F) 5 miles 
65 95 Thandalai ~ Thandalai Sri Gurunatha-. — 200 Below Sri Gurunatba- m Vilangudi 
(P) swamy 0:01 swamy Railway station 
Temple (O) 7 milea 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Movable property 


Annual — 
income Extent of immovable Value SE Jewellery 
TO e 
Fanii 1375 Property” Gu seres) 
s Apprai- Repor- 
& C. E. Wet Dry & Others sed by ted by 
(A) Dept. H.R.& temp 
Rs. C.E. (A) 
t. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) a5»: (16) (07) 


and Charitable Endowments (Adma.) Department (Concld.) 


845 1-00 0:75 T m ied = 
32,832 Extent not stated ... Houses-9. 66,974 ... 

375 4:97 ove ... — eos Value 
not 

stated 
. 281 0:96 2:17 s ET Е SA 
250 1:50 3:00 eee T 2n 50 
5.066 d 5'54 d T о 1270 


560 0:88 2°34 ase m m - 


(18) 


Palanquin 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Six times a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattar 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Twice a week 


© bya hereditary 


Velar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Pillai 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Poojas by 
а hereditary 
Pillai 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Festival in Adi 


Festival in 
Margazhi 
Thiruvadhirai 
Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 
Skandha Sashti 
Masi Magam 
Sivarathri 
Thai Poosam 
Vaikasi Visakam 


Festival in Adi 


Festival in Avani 


Festival in 
Purattasi and 
Panguni 


Festival ia 
Vaikasi 
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Location code unit 


5 adopted Гог 1961 Local name of 
No Census harnlet or 
ы village 
No Name 
о) Q) (3) (4) 
1 2 Jambuthara- Jambuthara- 
kottai (P) kottaj 
2 14 Malayagoun- Malayagoua- 
danpatti (P) danpatti 
3 75 Sholavandan Sholavandan 
(P) 
4 78 Thiruvelagam Thiruvedagam 
(P) 


Name Reported 
of age Gp 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 


Sri Uthamanachi- 600 
amman 
Temple (F) 

Sri Mariamman 600 


Temple (F) 


Sri Ekameswara 100 


Sidhanandaswamy 
Temple (S) 

Sri Karutha Not 
Vinayakar known 


Temple (G) 


0) 


0 10 


0:70 


Not 
stated 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


NILAKOTTAI 
` Location 
Principal Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) 9) (10) 


Temples outside the Hindu Religious 


Sri Uthama- P 
nachiamman 


Kodaikana! 
Road 
Railway station 


Sri Peria Mari- Sri Chinna Kodaikanal 


amman Mariamman Road 
Railway station 
1 mile 
Sri Ekameswara us Sholavandan 
Sidhananda- Railway station 
swamy : 
Sri Vinayakar ovo Sholavandan 
Railway station 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Concld.) 


Annual Р 
income. Extent of immovable 
assess, or i 
Fasli 1375 property, (in acres) 
у CE w ya 
ЈЕ. et D & Others 
(A) Dept. > Dry 
(11) (12) (3) (14) (15) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department 


... wae ... ... +>. 


1.200 House 


Movable property 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. Periodical 
rites performcd 
Apprai Repor- Vabanam on behalf of 
sed ted by temple 
.R.& temple 
C.E. (A) 
(16) (17) (18) (19) 
m m m Poojas by 
a hereditary 
Poosari 
ave 400 Palanquin Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 
one ... e. Poojas 
by a hereditary 


Chettiar 


Festivals 


(20) 


Festival once 


a year 


Festival in 
Panguni or 
Vaikasi 
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MELUR TALUK 


42. VALAYAPATTI 
Sri Kallalapar Temple 


About 20 kilometres north-east of the city of 
Madurai, is situate on the sacred Alagar Hills the 
ancient and famous Vaishnavite shrine dedicated to 
Lord Kallalagar or Sundararajaswami. The temple is 
located in a picturesque spot surrounded by the 
dilapidated walls of a fort that existed once. The hill 
and the temple thereon have been worshipped for 
centurics by Vaishnavites in India, as is evidenced by 
the sacred compositions of famous saints such as 
Periyalwar, Peyalwar, Bhoothathalwar, Nammalwar, 
Andal and Thirumangai Alwar. ` There are 123 songs 
about this hill and its presiding deity in the Vaishna- 
vite scripture known as Nalayira Prabandham. 
Reference is made to the temple also in the ancient 
scriptures -like Varaha, Brahmanda, Vamana and 
Agneya Puranas. Silappadhikaram, the ancient Tamil 
classic refers to this temple. Periyalwar who is 
supposed to have lived 3000 years before Christ 
addressed Lord Alagar, as “King of Solarmalai enshrin- 
ed in the fortified temple", thus testifying to the 
existence of the fortified shrine as early as that period. 


The temple is known by different names in 
Vaishnavite literature, as Thirumaliruncholaimalai, 
Solamalai, Thirumalkundram, Vrishabadri etc., and 
the Lord sanctified here is referred to as Sundararaja, 
Paramaswami, Vrishabhadrinatha and Solamalaik- 


karasu. Alagar means the beautiful Lord. He is- 


called Kallalagar because He is the tutelary deity of 
the Kallar tribe inhabiting these regions from very 
ancient times. The Skandhapuranam refers to this 
place as being sacred to both Vishnu and Skaudha. 
Saints Nakkirar and Arunagirinathar have composed 
songs about this hill, as being sacred to Muruga in their 
immortal works Thirumurugatrupadai and Thirup- 
pugazh respectively. Nakkirar refers to it as Pazha- 
mudhircholai, one of the favourite resorts of Lord 
Muruga. А ghat road leads to the Muruga shrine 
which is situated up the hill at a distance of about 3 


kilometres. 


The beautiful shrine with the ‘Somachanda 
Vimanam' is believed to have been designed and 
constructed by none other than Viswakarma, thc 
architect of the Gods The legend in this connection 
states that Dharma Deva, after visiting all the sacred 
temples on earth, reached this place and enchanted by 
its beauty performed penance for several thousand 
years for propitiating Lord Vishnu. After obtaining 
darshan of Vishnu, He was actuated by а desire to 
build a sacred shrine at the spot and called upon 
Viswakarma to model a Vimanam in imitation of the 
beautiful Moon. The Somachanda Vimanam was 
accordingly designed and completed. Dharma Deva 
was pleased with it and invoked the Lord to bless this 
befitting shrine with His divine presence along with 
Goddesses Sri Devi and Bhu Devi. The boon was 
granted and the Lord has remained here ever since 
blessing generations of devotees. A darshan of this 
vimanam is considered very holy by all Vaishnavite 
pilgrims. “The temple with its beautiful prakarams 
and gopurams were subsequently constructed by King 
Malayadhwaja Pandya who also arranged for the 
uthsavamurthies in real gold. His successors enriched 
and beautified this temple further. 


The temple city consists of two forts of which the 
outer one is called Alagapuri and the inner one 
Hiranyapuri. The two together comprise an area of 
100 acres. The main temple is situated in the inner 
fort. Of the four gateways of this fort, the stone 
gateway at the south known as Hiranyan kottai vasal 
is the main entrance to the temple. Entering through 
this gate, one enters the Thirumalai Naik mandapam, 
a magnificent structure with attractive life-size sculptures 
of Thirumala Naik, his queen and brother. The 
Anna Vahana  mandapam is another magnificent 
mandapam with sculptures depicting the leelas of Lord 
Vishnu, Passing this and the famous eighteen steps, 
one enters through the Vandivasal a big courtyard 
called ‘Ethiraja muttam' and then the beautifnj 
kalyana mandapam with fullsize statues of Narasimha, 
Sri Krishna, Garuda, Vishnu, Rati, Manmatha, 
Thiruvikrama and Lakshmi Varaha. | 


Entrance to Sri Kallazhagar Temple, Alagarkoil 


Á picturesque view of the gopuram of Sri Kallazhagar Temple with the beautiful hills in the background 


Another view of the inspiring gopuram of Sri Kallazhagar Temple Alagarkoil 


A view of the Kalyanamandapam in Sri Kallazhagar temple 
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The festival image of the Goddess in Srí Kallazhagar temple 


The festival idols of the Lord 


with His consorts in Sri Kallazhagar temple 


A view of Sri Subramaniaswamy tempie at Pazhamudhircholai 


The path leading to the hill temple of Sri Subramaniaswamy at Pazhamudhircholai 


The sacred **Vel” of Lord Muruga at Pazhamudhircholai 


MADURAI DISTRICT 


The flag staff is gold plated and beyond this is the 
Aryan mandapam, where the Yalies with balls of stone 
rolling in their mouths attract the attention of any 
visitor. Then one comes to the Mahamandapam and 
through the Ayan Vasal to sacred prakaram where, 
froma particular spot, at the northern end, a darshan of 
the vimanam over the sanctum sanctorum can be had. 
The pilgrim now reaches the sanctum of Lord Parama- 
swami, the supreme deity. After worshipping the 
Lord, one moves on to the shrines of the two consorts 
of the Lord, Kalyanasundaravalli and Andal. 


The Lord gives darshan to His devotees on the 
*Thirukalyanam' day with the four goddesses-Sri Devi, 
Bhu Devi, Kalyanasundaravali and Andal. This is 
said to be a custom peculiar to this temple. After 
worshipping the Goddesses, one worships Sudarsanar 
and Yoga Narasimhar. In the south-west corner of the 
third prakaram is the palliarai or bed chamber 
wherein is preserved even to-day the ivory bedstead 
donated by King Thirumala Naik. 


Two other deities worshipped in this temple 
deserve special  mention—Karuppannaswami and 
goddess Rakkayee Amman. Theformer is the most 
important deity of the Kallar tribe. He is popularly 
known as the Pathinettampadi Karuppannaswami. He 
has neither ashrine nor an idol in the temple. The 
massive doors of the temple over the famous eighteen 
steps are symbolically worshipped as this deity, poojas 
being offered to the door-steps by the temple attendants 
of the sannadhi. These doors are opened only on the 
eve of the annual Brahmothsavam. Swearing to prove 
one's innocence before these steps is a custom followed 
from ancient times and legally recognised even to-day. 
This deity is virtually guarding the temple and for 
almost everything, His sanction is obtained. 


The sacred waters of the Noopura Ganga with 
which alone Paramaswami is given the daily bath, has 
to be brought before the steps and the individual 
carrying it should swear that it is the pure water of the 
Noopura Ganga, before it is taken to the sanctum 
sanctorum. Incidently it may be mentioned that if the 
Lord is bathed with any other water, the idol auto- 
matically gets discoloured. The new moon and full 
moon days in the month of Adi are very important 
for Karuppannaswami and special poojas are offered 
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on these days. The padi vasal of Karnppannaswami 
is ranked second only to the sanctum sanctorum of 
Paramaswami. | 


Rakkayee Amman is supposed to be in complete 
control of the holy hills and the sacred theerthas" 
thereon. The new moon day is considered very 
sacred for the worship of this goddess and there 
will be a good congregation of devotees on that day. 


There are three holy theerthas on this hill, all of 
which are held in great veneration by the pilgrims—the 
Noopura Ganga, the Hanumar theertham and the 
Garuda theertham. Of these the Noopura Ganga, 
otherwise known as the Silampar is the most important. 
It is situated two miles north of the temple. Its source 
is not perceptible. It is believed to have emanated 
from the anklet of Lord Vishnu; much sanctity is 
therefore attached to it. The holy theertha is supposed 
to be rich in copper and iron contents and it is therefore 
having miraculous healing properties. Dwadasi (12th 
day of the brighter half of the month), new moon and 
full moon days are considered ‘sacred for a bath in 
this theertham. 


The Hanumar theertham is situate a mile anda 
half away and the Garuda theertham is at a distance 
of two miles from the temple on the top of the hill. 


Of the festivals celebrated in the temple, the 
grandest and most important is the annual Chaithroth- 
savam (festival in Chithrai) for nine days. On the 
fourth day of the festival, Lord Alagar is taken in 
procession to Madurai where, after sojourning on the 
banks of river Vaigai for five days, He returns to the 
hill. There are a number of mandapams en-route 
where the deity halts for some time. The crowd in 
the city of Madurai is the biggest on the days of His 
arrival and departure. The processional icon of the 
deity is of rare beauty. 


Other important festivals are Vasanthothsavam for 
ten days in Vaikasi, Brahmothsavam for ten days in 
Adi, Thotti or Ennaikappu for 3 days in Iyppasi, 
Thirukalyanam in Panguni and Margazhi Thirunal in 
Margazhi. The Ennaikappu festival is very important. 
On the twelth day (dwadasi) of the brighter half of the 
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month of Iyppasi Lord Alagar is taken in ceremonial 
procession to the fountain head of the Noopura 
Ganga and the Lord who is anointed with oil, is given 
a ceremonial bath at the fountain. A huge crowd will 
фе present on the occasion to have а dip in the sacred 
water sanctified by the touch of the Lord. "There are 
some cottages to accomodate pilgrims. Arrange- 


ments are being made to increase this facility. 


The temple does not have much of landed proper- 
ties. However, it has an annual income of about 
Rs. 2,42,090/-, the entire amount being obtained from 
More than Rs. 1 lakh is collected through 
hundies during the two main festivals. The other 


devotees. 


Sources of income are by the sale of cattle and grain 
offered by the devotees and from the offering of tonsure 


by devotees. 


The ornaments in tbe temple are estimated to cost 
about Rs. 8,06,690/-. The vahanas of the deity are 
made of silver, gold and ivory. The gold Horse 


vahanam is very important. 


The structure of the temple speaks of the artistic 
skill of the builders. The inscriptions on the temple 
walls reveal the antiquity of the place, most of them 
have since been copied by the Epigraphists. An early 
inscription No. 80 of 1910 registers a gift of land to 
the temple by Raja Raja (Kesarivarman) alias Sri Raja 
Raja Deva Chola (1003 A.D.). 
the inner side of the gate-way is dated Saka 1468 or 
1546 A.D. (ie.) the period of Rama Raya Tirumala- 
deva Maharaya of the Vijayanagar dynasty. The 


An inscription on 


inscriptions are in Tamil and  grantha characters 
and gives a geneology of the Kings of Aravidu dynasty. 


'The temple is administered by an Executive Officer 
appointed by the Hindu Religious and Charitable 


Endowments (Administration) Department. 
, 


TEMPLES ОР MADRAS STATE 


84. THIRUVADHAVUR. 
(THIRUVADUR) 

Sri Thirumarai Nathar Temple 
Thiruvadhavur also called Thiruvadur, ten 
kilometres south of Melur is.a place haloed by the 
birth of. Saint Manickavasagar. As the pilgrim motors 
towards this sacred place along the winding road on 
the embankment of a picturesque tank, he gets a 
glimpse of the beautiful Alagar hill. An unusual 
centaurian image standing on the top of опе of the 
sluices is bound to arrest the attention of the pilgrim 
as he is nearing the temple. The residents сай it 
Purusha Mirugam, the guardian deity of the irrigation 
tank. 


dedicated to the village goddess, Рійагі, ' 


Close under the embankment is another shrine 


Thiruvadhavur is one of the renowned Sivasthalams 
in Pandya Nad. It is well connected by buses with other 
major places in the district. The old Siva temple in 
the village with its inspiring gopuram contains an 
example of a rare form, of architecture. There are 
seven sacred theerthas in this sthalam. The famous 
Brahma theertham is located to the east of the main 
road leading to the temple. The “Ezham Thirunal 
Mandapam” is found to the right side of the entrance, 
opposite to the sacred dwajasthambam. It is learnt 
that it is here that the deity used to sojourn on the 7th 
day of the annual Brahmothsavam. Whenever the 
monsoon fails the villagers offer hundreds of cocoanuts 


to the Purusha Mirugam in the tank. 


The sacred Bairava theertham is located in the 
southern part of the outer prakaram, on whose bank 
stands the divine magizha tree, which is the sthala- 
viruksham of the temple. Thé imposing 100-pillar 
mandapam built -by Sri Manickavasagar himself, is 
found at the extreme corner of the right side of the 
southern prakaram. The pillars of this mandapam are 


beautifully carved ; great efforts are being made by the 
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SRI 


KALLAZHAGAR TEMPLE 


AZHAGAR KOVIL 
(Not to Scole) 


INDEX TO NUMBERS 
L Garbagrahara 
2 Valampuri Vinayagar 
3 Pukshiruja's Sannithi 
4 Dvwajasthambam 
5 Alwar Ѕаппиһі 


6 BSundaravalh Thayar Sannitbi 
7 Sudarsana's Sunnithi 
8 Pallarai 
$9 Yoga Narasimhar 
10 Godha': Sanuithi 
11 Saraswathi Sannuhi 
12 Yagasalar 
13 Dasavathara Sannithi 
14 Perumal Mandapam 
15 Ramar Sapnithi 
16 Krishnar Sannithi 
17 Kalyana Mandapam 
18 Мавауша Mamun; Sannithi 
19 Udayavar Sannithi 
20 Узћапа Mandapam 
21 Siva 
22 Thirumalai Nuyak's Palace 
23 Raja Gopuram 
24 Vasantha Mandapam 
24 Sadirilamadavar Sananhi 
26 Periyalwar's Mundapam 
27 Staff Quariers 
28 Pilgrim's Rest House 
29 Vijaya Dasami Мапдарат 
30 Alankara Vinayagar 
31 South Fort Gute 
32 East Fort Gate 
33 North Fort Gate 
34 West Fort Gate 


Perumal Urani 
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The impressive gopuram of Sri Thirumarainadhar temple at Tiruvadhavur 


The Sannadhi of Manicka Vachagar in Sri Thirumarai Nadhar Temple at Thiruvadhavur 


MADURAI DISTRICT 


temple authorities to renovate them which are at 
present in a dilapidated condition. 


There is a separate shrine for Ambal, Sri Arana- 
valliyar, in the southern prakaram. The image of Sri 
Idabadevar is installed in front of Her sannadhi. The 
portraits of the two Dwara Sakthies, painted beauti- 
fully on the outerwalls are very attractive to look at. 
At the entrance of the sannadhi, Sri Gajamukha 
Ganapathi offers darshan, while two other small 
In the Maha- 
mandapam we find another image of Idabadevar. 
To his left side is seated Sri Chinthamani Ganapathy 


Vinayakas are found on either side. 


with a gracious look, while on His right Sri Subrama- 
niaswamy with Valli and Deivayanai offer a beautiful 


darshan. 


A noteworthy feature of this shrine is that the 
Ambal sannadhi is located to the right of the Swamy 
sannadhi, as in Madurai temple; generally in Siva 
temple it used to be on the left. The sannadhi of Sri 
Kaleesar is in the western prakaram, in front of a 
mandapam in which there is a Nandhi facing the 
sannadhi. -At the entrance of the sannadhi, Sri 
Heramba Ganapathy offers a grand darshan, facing 
east. The entire northern prakaram is full of beautiful 


gardens, endowed by devotees. 


Immediately on entering the inner prakaram, just 
before the entrance, Sri Dwara Vinayakar offers 
darshan. There are two Nagalingams on either side, 
apart from a Bandicoot vahanam, facing Him. Sri 
Surya Murthi facing west appears first in the southern 
prakaram. The uthsavavigraham of Sri Manickava- 
sagar is located in the south-east corner, facing west. 
He is standing in the posture of a saint holding the 
*"Thiruvasaga Suvady" in his hands, adjacent to the 
madappalli. The images of Sri Saneeswarar and 
Sundaramurthy Nayanar are installed side by side near 
the yagasala, in the northern end of the eastern 


prakaram. 


109 


There is an entrance in the southern prakaram 
which leads to the Ambal sannadhi. The artistically 
carved six-pillar mandaparn is centrally situated. It is 
now in a dilapidated condition. Sri Anugnai Vinayakar 
offers a grand darshan in the mandapam which has an 
entrance leading to the sannadhi of Sri Natarajar and 
Thirumarai Nathar. At the extreme end of this 
prakaram is Sri Dakshinamurthy Swamy in the yoga 


posture. 


'The western prakaram is encircled by a mandapam 
in which the images of Sri Ganapathi and Sri Kasi 
Viswanathar with His consort Visalakshi are installed. 
Sri Idabadevar and Sri Chandeswarar are found very 
close to Him by the side of the uthsava mandapam. 
There is a separate sanctum for Sri Manickavasagar, 
in this prakaram facing east. His image is a wonderful 
piece of architecture. Sri Lingodbhavar is facing 
west, in this prakaram. . Sri Subramaniaswamy with 
His consorts offers a “beautiful darshan on a peacock 
vahanam in the north-west corner, adjacent to Sri 


Chandikeswarar, who is in the posture of meditation. 


There is a separate shrine for Sri Natarajar ia the 
northern prakaram in which Sri Natarajar along with 
His consort Sri Sivakami Amman, sages Vyagrapadhar 
and Pathanjali offers darshan. The images of Sri 
Subramaniar and Sri Manickavasagar are also fouad 
here. The sannadhi of Sri Bairavar is located at the 


extreme end of this prakaram. 


There is a sixteen-pillar mandapam ia front of the 
Moolavar sannadhi in which the Kodimaram, Bali- 
peedam and Nandhi are found ia а row. The images 
of Sri Arjaneyar and Sri Manickavasagar who have 
visited this shrine and offered worship, arë beautifully 
carved on the pillars of the mandapam. The Soma- 
varamandapam is located on a raised platform, in 
which the famous *Sangabishegam" takes place every 
year for Sri Vedi Nayakar. The beautiful images of © 
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the ancient Sri Kabila Vinayakar and Kabilar аге 
found at one end їп a corner of this mandapam. Sri 
Subramaniaswamy with His” consorts offers a grand 
darshan at the other end of the mandapam. Select 
verses from the famous Thiruvasagam and Thiruvem- 
bavai аге seen on the walls of the mahamandapam. 
There are several beautiful festival idols here for Sri 
Thitumarainathar, Sri Aranavalliyar, Somaskandhar, 
Manickavasagar, Vinayakar, Eswarar, Subramaniar, 
Valli, Deivayanai, Chandrasekarar and His consort, 
Chandeswarar, etc. all made of panchalogam. They 


are all kept in a mandapam facing east. 


The images of the two dwarapalagas at the 
entrance leading to the arthamandapam are of great 
sculptural value. There are also the images of Sri 
Ananda Ganapathi and Lord Muruga. 

The Moolavar Sri Thirumarainathar is a 
Swayambu Lingam here, who has been worshipped by 
Sri Vayudevar and by the sacred Vedas. He is also 
known as Sri Aathmanathar, Prananathar, Jivanathar 
and Vedapureesar. His consort Sri Aranavalliyar is 
seated by his side, in the posture of doing penance. As 
in the temple of Madurai, here also the sacred 
**Padhugais" otherwise known as “Thiruvadi Nilaigal" 
leading to the Palliarai are found to the right side of 


the Lingam. 


There is a separate shrine in this village, for Sri 
Manickavasagar at a distance of two furlongs, west of 
Sri Thirumarainathar’s temple. 
thrilled when reading or hearing the legend of how 
Manickavasagar, the minister built a shrine to Siva at 


Devotees still get 


Avadayarkoil, spending the Pandya’s money on it 
which had been ear-marked for the purchase of horses 
for the monarch's stables. The story of how the God 
himself came to the king as a horse dealer and how ail 
the horses in the royal stable turned into howling jackals 
overnight is well known. Even to-day this event is 
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commemorated with great eclat in the. Madurai 
temple, 


It is learnt that the saint's house has been conver- 
ted into a temple for him. The present structure came 
into existance in 1934 through the untiring efforts of 


local citizens. 


Poojas are performed in the Thirumarainathar 
temple five times daily by hereditary Adi Saiva 
Brahmin Gurukkais in turn, strictly according to the 
principles laid down in the Agama Sastras. They are 
paid a monthly salary of Rs. 30/-, apart from a 
daily “Paditharam” of half a measure of rice from the 
temple revenues. The temple owns antique jewellery 
in gold, silver and diamonds worth about Rs. 3,000/- 
of which the following viz., pearl crown, golden 
kasumalai, vilvasaram, japamalai, pathakkam, mohana- 
malai, rudhrakshara kuvalai, thiruthodu, stone-studded 
pathakkams, nagabaranam and kavachams for Swamy, 


Ambal and Manickavasagar, deserve special mention. 


The landed property of the temple comprises 1:50 
acres of wet lands and 3-00 acres of dry lands; which 
are leased out for an annual rent of Rs. 847. This 
amount is spent towards the conduct of the daily 
poojas, disbursement of salaries to the temple servants, 


periodical festivals of the temple and for its general 


maintenance. The temple also gets an annual income 
of Rs. 60 through its hundi collections, Besides, 
archanas and abishegas fetch an additional income of 


Rs. 30 every year. 


Pidariamman  uthsavam in Chithrai, Vaikasi 
Brahmothsavam for a period of ten days, Ani festival, 
Puttu Thiruvizha during Avani 
Moolam, “Ambu Poduthal" by Sri Manickavasagar 
on the 10th day during Navarathri, Sangabishegam 
during Thirukarthizai, Margazhi Thiruvadhirai and 


Masi Sivarathri are the regular festivals observed by 


Adi  Pooram, 


SRI THIRUMARAINATHASWAMY TEMPLE 


THIRUVADAVUR (THIRUVADUR) S 
( Not to Scale ) —— cáo = 


||| 


INDEX TO NUMBERS 


Thirumarainathaswamy (Moolavar) 
Vinayagar 

Subramaniar 

Nandhi 

Kabilar 


Balipeedam 


Manickavasagar 


4 


Navagsahas 
Mandapam 


Машаа Maram (Sibalaviruksham) 


Maha Mandapam 
Vedanayagi 
Hundred Pillared Mandapam 


Entrance 
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MADURAI DISTRICT 


the temple, of which the Brahmothsavam in Vaikasi 
and Margazhi Thiruvadhirai are the most important 
ones, which attract thousands of devotees from far and 
near. 
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Тһе management of the temple vests іп а Board оѓ 
Six trustees, functioning through an Executive Officer, 
all appointed by the Hindu Religious and Charitable 
Endowments (Admn.) Department. 
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Location code unit 
SL adopted for 1961 
Ce 


No. nsus 
No Name 
(1) (2) (3) 
1 3 :1 
(P) 
2 » do 
3 s do 
4 5 Kottaiyur 
(P) 
5 ЗА до 
6 s; do 
7 EN do 
8 „ do 


(4) 


Pillayarnatham Kottapatti 


do 


Parapatti 


Kottaiyur 


Kabilampatti 


do 


do 


Mangalapatti 


6) 


Sri Mutha- 
lamman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Sri Nallandavar 
Temple (O) 


Sri Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Mariamman 


Temple (F) 


Sri Karunachi- 
amman 
Temple (F) 


Reported 


age (in 
years) 


(6) 


300 


100 


1,000 


1,000 


1,000 


Sri Pachainachi- 300 


amman 
Temple (F) 


Area 
in 
acres 


(7) 


Below 
0:01 


007 


0:05 


Below 
001 


0:10 


0:30 


Below 
001 


Principal Deity 


(8) 


(9) 


TEMPLES ОЕ МАРКАЗ STATR 


MELUR 


Location 


Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 


station) 


(10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Mutha- 
lamman 


Sri Perumal 


Sri Nallandavar 


Sri Vinayakar 


Sri Vinayakar 


Sri Mariamman 


Sri Karunachi- 
amman 


Sri Pachainachi- 
amman 


Kallupatti 
Railway station 
11 miles 


Kallupatti 
Railway station 
10 miles 


Kallupatti 
Railway station 
15 miles 


Madurai 
Railway station 
36 miles 


Vadamadurai 
Railway 
station 


do 


Ayyalore 
Railway station 
18 miles 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK 


Annual 
income 
assessed for 


Fasli 1375 ——y 


Wet 


(i1) (12) 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 


Wet 

Dry & Others 
Dry 

(3) (14) (15) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department 


399 ... 6:82 ies Ee 
1.988 "m 11: 0 oon Tamatind 

trees-5 

300 6:18 .. wan 

1,000 Extent not stated m 

Е 10:33 sue c 

759 

ТА 9:56 ... ... 

380 m 9:35 ... m 

900 0:55 9-95 ... - 
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— a 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 
ae 
Аррга- Repor- Vahanam 
sed by ted by 
H R..& temple 
C. E. (A) 
t. 
a6 (17) (18) 
sw 200 Chapparam 
525 15 у 


Movable property 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Naidu 


Once a week 
by a heredtiary 
Naidu 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Naicker 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Pandatam 


Once a week 
by a Poosari 


No Poojas 


No Poojas 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Poosari 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Festival io Vaikasi 


Festival in Thai 

Kudhirai Eduppu 
festival once in 
three years 


Tamil New 
Year’s Day 
Karthigai Deepam 
Panguni Uthiram 
Vinayaka 
Chatharthi 


Festival in Panguni 
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MELUR 
Location code unit | 
SI adopted for 1961 Local name of Name Reported Area СРИ А Location 
5 Census hamlet or of age Gn in Principal Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
No. viliage Temple years) acres station) 
No. Name 
а) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) 
Temples under the Hindu Religious 
9 12 Cbokkampatti Chokkampatti Sri Vellakudi 209 0:01 Sri Vellakudi Sri Poorana Madurai 
(P) Ayyanar Ayyanar Sri Pushkala Railway station 
Temple (O) Sri Karuppa- 34 miles 
nnaswamy 
Sri Pillavar 
10 13 Manappacheri Мапаррасһегі Sri Seguttu Not 0704 Sri Seguttu Sri Kalikuru- Madurai 
(P) Ayyanar known Ayyanar ppar Railway station 
Temple (O) 
11 i6 Sirugudi Sirugudi Sri Anantha- 400 0:53 Sri Anantha- Sri Vinayakar Madurai 
(P) swamy swamy Sri Subrama- Railwaystation 
Temple (S) niar 31 miles 
Sri Anantha- | 
valli 
2 . do do Sri Selva 300 010 Sri Selva - ^ do 
Vinayakar Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 
13 17 Avicbipatti Ponniamalai Sri Oorkaval 300 Below Sri Oorkaval cee Dindigul 
(P) Karuppanna- 0:01 Karuppanna- Railway station 
swamy swamy 25 miles 
Temple (O) 
14 20 Ролпараш Punnapatti Sri Karungal 200 0:60 Sri Karungal <s Dindigul 
Ф) Ayyanar : Ayyapar Railway station 
Temple (O) 20 miles _ 
15 x do do Sri Varadaraja 150 Not Sri Varadaraja Ж Madurai 
Perumal 4 stated Perumal Railway station 
Temple (V) 25 miles 
16 РА до Uluppakudi Sri Karanthamalai 200 Not Sri Karanthamalai ze Madvrai 
Kannimar stated Kannimar Railway station 


Temple (O) 26 miles 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


' 


Annual 
income Extent of immovabie Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. 
byH.R. We 
yH.R.: Wet rai- Repor- 
&C.E. - Wet Dry & Pi by те by 
(A) Dept. H.R.& temple 
Rs. С.В. (А) 
1) (12) (13) 4) a5 (16) (17) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


252 sans i E REN < See 
1,010 Я бе 25 os zt EX 
509 EH ie: 90:82 = eM 150 
190 980 4:00 и AA iex sus 
500 RA 714 D" WA vs wa 
291 и 2'38 => РАД Бе us 
595 ES 1183 woe E 2 А 
1,152 P 19:13 T E asi A 


Movable property 


Vabanam 


(18) 


Periodical 
tites performed 
on behalf of 
tempie 


(19) 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Once a week 
bya hereditary 
Velar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Once a week 
by a Brahmin 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Valayar 


Poojas by 
trustee 


Once a week by 
a Bhattachariar 


Once a week 
by a Pandaram 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Kudhirai Eduppu 
festival in Adi 


Kudhirai Eduppu 
festival in Adi 


Karthigai Deenam 
Sivarathri 


Festival in Adi 


Vana Bojana 
festival 
oncein three 
years 
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MELUR 
Location code unit 
E adopted for 1961 Local name of Name Reported A А . Location. 
No. Census hamlet or of age (in in Principal Пену Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
Ë village Temple years) &cres station) 
No. Name 
D о (3) (4) (5) (6) 0) (8) (9) (10) 
Temples under the Hindu Religious 
. 
17 24 Reddiapatti Reddiapatti Sri Pattatharasi- 150 001 Sri Pattatbarasi А Майшаі 
(P) amman amman Railway station 
Temple (F) 18 miles 
18 i» do do Sri Sorkelaveera- 150 Not Sri Sorkelaveera- awe do 
naswamy stated paswamy 
Temple (O) 
19 25 Sathambadi (P) Sathampatti Sri Varadaraja 150 Not Sri Varadaraja Madurai 
Perumal stated Perumal Railway station 
Temple (V) 23 miles 
20 27. Natham (P) Koilpatti Sri Veerai 200 100 Sri Veera es Dindigul 
Hanumantha- Anjaneyar : Railway station 
swamy 22 miles 
Temple (O) 
21 i do do Sri Kailasanatha- 400 2:00 Sri Kailasa- Sri Murugar do 
swamy nathaswamy 
Temple (S) 
22 m do Natham Sri Angalamman 100 003 Sri Angalamman Я Madurai 
Temple (F) Railway station 
23 miles 
23 ,, do Arichipatti Sri Ettikulam 1,000 011 Sri Ettikulam Sri Veera- Madurai 
Ayyanar Ayyanar badrar Railway station 
Temple (O) 22 miles 
24 si do do Sri Gurunatha- 203 0:01 Sri Gurunatha- - Madurai 
swamy swamy Railway station 
23 miles 


Temple (O) 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


: Movable property 
Annual А 
іпсоте Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. 
Fasli 1375 ,——— e—a Уаћапат 
by H.R. " Wet „Ар Repor- 
& C.E. Wet Dry & Others sed by ted by 
(A) Dept. ` Dry H.R.& temple 
Rs. С.Е.( 
i Dept. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) a5) (16) (17) (18) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 
200 2.98 P ТЯ ove m 200 wae 
400 p Me 274 m- m 500 5% 
200 p 1074 . г Sainte БИ Р wee 
1,249 WA 1715 E Shops + wee — 
6,346 88:79 8:27 m E 5,326 РЕН Palanquin 
Sahadais-3 
Ratham 
200 1-18 8:54 - . . ove 
667 7:00 8:00 ... ... ... ... ... 
500 oo 5 31°81 vee - 16 m 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Valayar 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Valayar 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattar 


Four times a day 
by a hereditary 
Archagar 


Once a month 
by a hereditary 
Chettiar 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Pillai 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Asari 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Amman festival 
once in three 
years 


Karthigai Deepam 
Hanumantha 
Jayanthi 


Brahmothsavam 
in Vaikasi 
Karthigai Deepam 
Panguni Uthiram 
Thiruvadhirai 
Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 


Sivarathri 


Sivarathri 
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Location code unit 
Si adopted for 1961 Local name of 
No. Census hamlet or 
; village 
No. Name 

(D (2) (3) (4) 

25 27 Natham Natham 
(P) 

26 us do do 

27 28 Chellappa- Chellappa- 
naickenpatti naickenpatti 
(P) 

28 - do do 

29 29 Uralipatti Veppadappu 
(P) alias 

Kathayanpatti 

3 30 Sekkipatti Sekkipatti 
(P) 

31 FA do do 

3 31 Kungarampatti Kunnarampatti 


(P) 


Name 1 
of age (in - 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 
Sri Mallande- 150 
swarar 
Temple (S) 


Sri Mariamman 200 
Temple (F) 


Sri Mutha- 
Jamman 
Temple (F) 


200 


Sri Kaliammaa 
Temple (F) 


Sri Thirumeni- 2,000 
pathaswamy 


Temple (S) 


Sri Shenbaga 200 


Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Odakulam 200 
Alankulam 
Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 


Sri Melakattu 150 
Karuppanna- 
swamy 
Temple (O) 


Reported Area 


in 


acres 


D 


0:03 


0'10 


001 


0:01 


0:01 


0:10 


9:35 


Principal Deity 
(8) 


Temples 


Sri Mallande- 
swarar 


Sri Mariamman 


Sri Mutha- 
lamman 


Sri Kaliamman 


Sri Thirumeni- 
nathaswamy 


Sri Shenbaga 
Vigayakar 


Sri Ayyanar 


Sri Karuppanna- 


swamy 
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MELUR 
Location 
Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
Station) 
(9) (10) 


under the Hindu Religious 


m Madurai 
Railway station 
23 miles 


... do 


Madurai 
Railway station 
. 24 miles 


ы 


vie Thiruppuvanam 
Railway station 
7 miles 


- Dindigul 
Railway station 
30 miles 


Sri Karuppu- do 
swamy 


- Dindigul 
Railway station 
26 miles 


MADURAI DISTRICT 


TALUK (Contd.) 


Annual 
income 


assessed for 
Fasli 1375 ———— a 
by H. R. 
& C. E. Wet Dry 
(A) Dept. 
Rs. 
(11) (12) (13) 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 


(14) 


a5) 


Movable property 
Pe ——$ ner 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


1,185 


1,495 


270 


430 


200 


200 


53 


... 


1:13 


15:73 


5-00 


Extent not stated 


10777 


— P = — 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. Periodical 
- rites performed 
Apprai- Repor- Vahanam on behalf of 
ted by temple 
H.R.& temple 
C. E. (A) 
pt. 
(16) (17) (18) (19) 
m e ... Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 
3,968 ... Lion - Twice a day 
Swan by a hereditary 
Horse Naicker 
` Kedayam 
m sa Poojas by a 
hereditary 
- Naicker 
ses m s Daily poojas 


by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Pandaram 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Naicker 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 

Karthigai Deepam 

Sivaratbri ` 


Brahmothsavam 
in Masi 

Tamil New 
Year's day 


Festival in Masi 


Festival in 
Vaikasi 


Kudhirai Eduppu 
festival in Masi 
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Location code unit 


Sl. &dopted for 1961 Local name of 
No. Census hamlet or 
village 
No, Name 
(D (2) (3) (4) 
33 31 Kunnarampatti Kunnarampatti 
@) - 
34 32 Ayyapatti Thiruchunai 
(P) 
35 34 Chokkalinga- Chokkalinga- 
puram (P) puram 
36 РЕ do do 
зт 35 Karungalakudi Vanjipatti 
(Р) 
38 38 Kachirayan- Касһігауап- 
patti (P) patti 


Name Reported 
of age (in 

Tempie years) 
(5) (6) 


Sri Varadaraja 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Sri Agastheeswa- 
raswamy 
Temple (S) 


Sri Azhagiya 
Choleeswara- 
swamy 
Temple (S) 


Sri Dhrowpathi- 
amman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Pattatharasi- 
amman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Dhrowpathi- 
amman 
Temple (F) 


Not 
known 


800 


100 


150 


100 


(D 


0:02 


0:50 


0°30 


0°08 


5:80 


Principal Deity 


(8) 
Temples 


Sri Varadaraja 
Perumal 


Sri Agasthee- 
swarar 


Sri Azhagia 
Choleeswarar 


Sri Dhrowpathi- 
amman 
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MELUR 
: Location 
Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
Station) 
(9) (10) 


under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Amman Dindigul 


Railway station 
26 miles 
Sri Padaga- Madurai 
valliamman Railway station 
Sci Subramaniar 28 miles 
Sci Suryar 
Sri Bairavar 
Navagrahas 
Sri Vinayakar 
Sri Pillayar Karaikudi 
Sri Subramaniar Railway station 
Navagrahas 28 miles 
Sri Bairavar 
' Sri Ambal 
Sri Chandi- 
keswarar 
Sri Chinna do 
Karuppar 
Sri Peria 
Karuppar 
Sri Chinna 
Veeran 


Sri Pattatha- 
rasiamman 


Sri Dhrowpathi- 
amman 


Sri Peria Veeran 
Sci Pillayar 


Sri Karuppu- Madurai 
swamy Railway station 
Sri Peria 28 miles 
Karuppu- 
swamy 
Sri Kannimar 
Sri Karuppa- Madurai 


nnaswamy ‘Railway station 
Sri Vinayakar 25 miles 
Sri Pechiamman 
Sri Rakkayi amman 
Sri Bairavar 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Movabie property 


Vahanam 


Annual 
income ' Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. 
Fasli 1375 r~ — — —À 
by H. R. Wet Apprai- — Repor- 
, &C.E. Wet Dry & Others sed by ted by 
(A) Dept. . Dry H.R.& temple 
Rs. C. E. (A) 
Dept. 
an © (Q2 (13) (4) (15) (16) (17) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


1,536 $*53 39:08 ese m m ... 
332 де 1-00 was WA aas e 
686 5'50 2:00 ee Cocoanut m ase 

: Grove 
O75 
1,114 Extent not stated mee ose 500 
650 1 1°00 m ... ... ec Value 
not 
stated 
310 Extent not stated ... ove ove 
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(18) 


Chapparam 


... 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Four times a day 
by a Bhattar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukka! 


Once a day 
by a Pallar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Festival 
in Vaikasi 


Festival in Adi 


Sivarathri 


Festival 
in Panguni 
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SI. 
No. 


aq) 


39 


41 


42 


43 


44 


45 


Location code unit 


adopted for 1961 Local name of 


Census hamict or 
village 
No. Name 
(2) (3) (4) 
42 Valayapatti Valayapatti 
(P) 
46 Pulipatti Puliampatti 
(P) 
49 Sennagaram- Sennagaram- 
patti (P) patti 
> do Ottipatti 
» do do 
54 Kongampatti Semaniapatti 
(Р). 
57 Keelayur Keelayur 
(P) 


Name Reported 
of : age (іп 

Temple years) 
(5) (6) 

Sri Kallalagar 5,020 
Temple (V) 

Sri Varadaraja 40 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 

Sri Ammachiar 70 
Temple (F) 

Sri Karungal 
Karuppapnaswamy 
Temple (O) 

150 

Sri Kazhaneeru- 
daya Ayyanar 
Temple (O) , 

Sri Andi Not 
Balagar known 
Temple (O) 

Sri Sidhi 100 
Vinayakar 


Temple (G) 


0:02 


0:10 


1:00 


0:02 


0:02 


Principal Deity 


(8) 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATH 


MELUR 


Location 


Sub-deities (Nearest. Railway 


(9) · 


station) 


(0) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Parama- 
swamy 


Sri Varadaraja 
Perumal 


Sri Ammachi- · 


amman 


Sri Karungal 
Karuppanna- 
swamy 


Sri Kazhanee- 
rudaya 
Ayyanar 


Sri Andi 
Balagar 


Sri Sidbi 
Vinayakar 


Sri Devi Madurai 
Bhu Devi Junction 
Sri Kalyana 13 miles 
Sumdaravalli 
Thayar 
Sri Andal 
Sri Karuppanna- 
swamy 
Sri Rakkayi- 
amman 
... Madurai 
Junction 
25 miles 
ET do 
Madurai 
Junction 
34 miles 
T Madurai 
Junction 
30 miles 
ose Madurai 
Junction 
22 miles 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


а (12) 


Extent of immovable 


property (in acres) 
Wet 
Dry & 
Dry 
(13) (14) 


Others 


a5 


Movable property 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


2,42,090 E 
602 
4,300 - 
1,626 3:50 
1,200 En 
538 К" 


3:00 


100-00 


6:42 


Buildings 8,06,690 


-20 


Cocoanut 
trees 


Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 
Apprai- Repor- Vahanam 
sed by by 
H.R.& temple 
C. E. (A) 
Dept. 
(16) (17) (18) 
TUR Gold 
Paianquin 
Car 
Vahanas 


Periodica! 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


19 


Six times а day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattar 


No Poojas 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Oncea day 


by a hereditary 
Kulalar 


Pocjas by a 
hereditary 
Pandaram 


do 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Brahmothsavam 
in Adi 
Festival in 
Chithrai 
Vasanthothsavam 
in Vaikasi 
Rapathu & 
Pagalpathu in 
Margazhi 


Festival in 
Purattasi 


Vaikasi Visakam 
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Location code unit 
Si adopted for 1961 Local name of 
No Census hamlet ог 


village 
No. Name 

(1) Q) G) (4) 

46 58 Navinipatti Navinipatti 
(P) 

47 59 Melur Melur 
(Rural) (P) 

48 75 Thaniaman- Thaniaman- 
galam (P) galam 

4 81 Panangudi Panangudi 
(P) 

50 . 84 'Tbiruvadur Thiruvadur 
(Р) 

51 РА до _ do 


Мате Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 


Sri Mangala Sidhi 66 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Kalyanasun- 120 
dareswarar & 
Kamakshi- 
amman 


Temple (S) 


Sri Maha 60 
Ganapathy 
Temple (G) 


Sri Veetrirundha 1020 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Sri Manicka- 40 
vasagar 
Temple (S) 


Sri Thirumarai 800 
Nathar 
Temple (S) 


(7) 


Not 
stated 


0-02 


080 


5:00 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATR 


MELUR 
Principal Deity Sub-deities Location 
(Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) 9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Madurai 


Sri Mangala see 
Sidhi Junction 
Vinayakar 22 miles 
Sri Kalyana Sri Kamakshi- Madurai 
Sundareswarar amman Junction 
3 miles 
Sri Maha A Sivaganga 
Ganapathy Railway station 
15 miles 
Sri Varadaraja- Sri Devi Sivaganga ; 
perumal Bhu Devi Railway station 
Sri Anjaneyar 12 miles 
Sri Narasimhar 
Sri Manicka- Madurai 
vasagar Junction 
16 miles 
Sri Thirumarai- Sri Vedana- do 
nathar yagiamman 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 
Annual’ 
Income. 


assessed for 
Fadli 1375 


(11) (12) 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 


Dry 


(3) 


(14) 


(15) 


(16) 


Movable property 


— 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 


and Charitable Endowments (Admp.) Department (Concld.) 


723 Extent not stated 


8,557 


349 752 
1,485 sss 
847 14:20 


... 


. 3*00 


Extent not stated 


20:00 


Buildings 


House 


see 


Repor- Vahanam 
ted by 
temple 
(17) (18) 
5 m 
1,020 
3 = 
360 a 
2,090 Rishabams-2 
Horse 
Kailasa 
Parvartham 
Lion, Elephant 
Kedayams-2 
Bhootham 
Lotus 


Kamadhenu 


Periodical 


rites performed 
on behalf of 


temple 


(19) 


"Twice a day 


by a Brahmin 


Twice a day 
by a Gurukkal 


Twice a day 
by a Pandaram 


Once a day 


by a Bhattachariar 


Twice a day 
by a Bhattar 


Four times a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 


Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 
Karthigai Deepam 
Tamil New 
Year's day 


Sri Jayanthi 


Manickavasagat 
Birth Day 
festival in Ani 


Brahmothsavam 
in Vaikasi 
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Si. 


No. . 


(0 


No. 


e 


17 


27 


51 


60 


78 


. Location code uni 
adopted for 1961 
Census 


Name 


о 


Avichipatti 
(P) 


Natham 


Attapatti 
(P) 


do 


Melur 
@) 


Kurichipatti 
e 


t 
Local name of 


hamlet or 
village 


(4) 


Avichipatti 


Natham 


Attapatti 


do 


Melur 


Kurichipatti 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5 (6) 
Sri Ayyanar 402 
Temple (O) 
Sri Peria 75 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 
Sri Peria 250 
Panaiyur 
Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 


Sri Vadakkuvasal 15 
Chelliamman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Dbarmarajar 250 
& Dhrowpathi- 
amman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Ezhai Kath- 300 
amman 


Temple (F) 


i 


(7) 


2:00 


0:04 


0°50 


Below 
0:01 


0:53 


0°30 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


MELUR 
Location 
Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(3) (9) (10) 


Temples outside the Hindu Religious 


Sri Ayyanar ose Madurai 
Junction 
26 miles 

Sri Peria ... Madurai 
Vinayakar Tunction 
23 miles 


Sri Ayyanar Sri Karuppu- . Madurai 


swamy Junction 
Sri Veerannan 25 miles 
Sri Kali 
Sri Chelti- Sri Karuppa- до `` 
amman nnaswamy 


` Sri Dharmarajar Sri Dhrowpa- Madurai 


thiamman Junction 


18 miles 
Sri Ezhai sea Sivaganga 
Kathamman ‘ Railway station 


10 miles 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Concld.) 


an a2) 


Extent of immovable 


property (in acres) 
Wet 
Dry &` Others 
Dry 
(13) (14) (15) 


Movable property 


Value of Jeweilery 
Rs. 


(6) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department 


150 m 
100 r12 
800 ses 
Not . DA 
stated 
Not 12:31 
stated 
4,000 - 


10-00 ave 
96°61 

" ica 
9:65 m 


see 


... 


= 
Repor- Vabanam 
ted by 
temple 


(17) 


1:50 


530 


(18) 


Lion 
Kedayam 


Car 
Horse 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Pillai 


Twice a day 
by a Poosari 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Kulalar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Vellalar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Sivarathri 
Panguni Uthiram 
Vaikasi Visakam 
Adi 18th Day 


Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 


Kudhirai Eduppu 
in Vaikasi & 
Purattasi 

Karthigai Deepam ` 

Tamil New 
Year's Day 


Festival 
in Panguni 


Festival in 
Vaikasi 


Festival in Avani 


MADURAI TALUK 


' 55, THIRUMUGUR 


Sri Kalamega Perumal Temple 


As one travels from Madurai to Melur, one can 
see a huge rock called Anamalai resembling a seated 
elephant which has a rich legendary back-ground. To 
the east of this rock, at a distance of about 12 
kilometres from Madurai, is the fertile village called 
Thirumugur ог Thirumogur, which is one of the 108 
places held sacred by Vaishnavites. The presiding deity 
of the famous temple in this village is known as Sri 
Kalamega Perumal. The Puranas refer to this place as 
Mohana Kshethram and Mohanapuram where the Lord 
distributed nectar to Devas in the guise of the 
mythological damsel of enchanting beauty, Mohini. 


The shrine is glorified in the Mangala Sasanam of 
the great Vaishnavite saints Nammalwar and 
Thirumangai Alwar. The former refers to the rich 
vegetation of the place in the words “srsrsTinsp 
Sekai | БОт". The latter sings of 
Prrd штедоузу Garlo Gera”. — Manavala 
Mamunigal has also sung in praise of this temple. 


The east-facing temple which covers an area of 
2:55 acres has four spacious prakarams. The main 
entrance is not crowned by any gopuram. In the 
kambathadi mandapam, the pillars have been attrac- 
tively carved. We find on the south the kalyana 
mandapam and on the north, the sanctum of Sri 
Pallikonda Perumal-the Lord in a reclining pose on the 
Adisesha. 


Beyond the kambathadi mandapamis the entrance 
with a three tiered gopuram overit. Going in we find a 
number of sanctum—those of Udayavar, Alwars, 
Anjaneyar, Sri Mohana Valli Thayar, Chakkarath- 
alwar, Andal and Sri Krishna in a dancing pose. 
In the Garuda mandapam situated at the centre, the 
pillars . have magnificent carvings of images of 
Manmathan, Rati, Rama, Sita, Lakshmana and 
Anjaneya. 


In the sanctum sanctorum which is crowned by a 
Chathurmukha vimanam the presiding deity, Sri 
Kalamega Perumal gives darshan in a standing posture 
along with His consorts. The images are very impres- 


sive. The uthsava vigrahas are placed before the 
presiding deity. The uthsavar is called Thirumogur 
Apthan. There is sixteen pillar mandapam opposite 
to the entrance to the temple. To the north of the 
temple are situated two tanks called Peria Thiruparkadal 
and Siria Thiruparkadal. The floating festival takes 
place in the Peria Thiruparkadal. 


‘Renovations have been taking place in the temple 
now and then. In 1924, a kumbabishegam was 
performed after renovation out of temple funds. 
Thanks to the munificence of the Nagarathar commu- 
nity, the mandapams and other structures were 
repaired at a cost of about a lakh of rupees. The 
temple was electrified in 1958 with the help of 
donations from the trustees and the members of the 
Sourashtra community in Madurai. Recently some 
repairs were undertaken with the aid of Government 
grant. There are interesting inscriptions in the temple, 
which have since been copied and published. Some of 
the inscriptions relate to the 16th century. 


Poojas are performed six times daily by hereditary 
Brahmin priests of the Vaishnavite sect. The temple 
owns antique jewellery in gold and silver, worth about 
Rs. 39,522-55. The landed properties of the temple 
comprise about 45 acres of wet lands, which fetch an 
annual income of Rs. 18,209 by way of rent; this sum 
is utilised for its maintenance. The annual hundi 
collections of the temple amount to Rs. 400/- while its 
income through the sale of archana and abishega 
tickets is Rs. 800/- per annum. The temple owns а 
Car, Palanquin and several vahanas, all made of 
wood. 


Brahmothsavam in Vaikasi for a period of 10 
days, Adi Pooram, Sri Jayanthi in Avani, Nava- 
tathri, Vaikunta Ekadasi in Margazhi, Gajendra 
moksham in Masi and Panguni Uthiram are the 
regular annual festivals celebrated here. During the 
Brahmothsavam the festival idol will be taken round 
on different vahanas. On one of these days, the 
Mohini Avatharam is commemorated. On the last day 
the Thiruparkadal tank is the venue of an impressive 
celebration. The Gajendra moksham festival in the 
month of Masi takes place in the neighbouring temple 
of Sri Narasimhaswami. 


SRI KALAMEGAPERUMAL TEMPLE 


THIRUMUGUR 
( Not to Scale ) 


INDEX TO NUMBERS 

1 Kalamegaperumal (Moolavar) 13 Andal Sannithi 

2 Palliarai 14 Paramapatha Vasal 

3 Maha Mandapam 15 Kannan Sannithi 

4 Karuvoclam Kothala Muneeswarar 

5 Senai Mudaliar Pallikonda Perumal Sanaithi 
6 Garuda Mandapam Vahana Mandapam 

7 Garudun Sannithi Vilva Tree (Sthalaviruksham) 
8  Madapalli Mandapam 

9 Udayavar Sannithi Entrance 
10 Azhwars Sixteen Pillar Mandapam 

li Mohanavallithayar Saanithi Kalyana Mandapam 
12 Chakkarathazhwar 
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Beautiful carvings of the images of Sri Rama and Sita on a pillar in the Garuda Mandapam 
of the temple at Thirumugur 


Image of Lakshmanar in the temple at Thirumugur 


The eastern tower of Sri Meenakshi Temple at Madurai 


A side view of the eastern tower. 
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SRI MEENAKSHI SUNDARESWARAR TEMPLE 
MADURAI 
(Not to Scale) 
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S OU T H 


INDEX IO NUMBERS 


1 Kajlasanathar 18 Sabapaihi 

2 Adhikaras Nandhi 19 Aguiveershadrar 

3 Suncareswaraswamy 20 Agoravcerabadrar 

4 A:ubathi Moovac 21 Urdhava Thaudavar 

5 Saraswathi 22 Bhadra Kali 

6 Бара Mathar 23 Thirugnana Sambandar 
7 Dakshinamoorthy 24 Sinniswarar Lingam 

8 Uihsava Vigraham 25 Muthu Lingam 

9 Subramaniar 26 Vinayagir 
10 Lingothbavar 27 Meensksbi Amman 

ll Ellamvalia Siddhar 28 Vallaba Ganapathi 
12 Panchamuga Lingam 29 Muthu Kumaraswamy 
13 Visalakshi 30 Chaadikeswari 
14 Durgat 31 Palliarai 
15 Chandikeswarar 32 Shanmugar 
16 Natarajar 33 Koiu Mandapam 

17 Lakshmi 34 КаЏазавашаг Visalaksh; 
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MADURAI DISTRICT 


Neighbouring temples 


There is a beautiful cave temple dedicated to Sri 
Narasimha Perumal on  Anamalai. The Lord is 
supposed to have been worshipped by great saints in 
days of yore. The other shrines near the temple of 
Thirumugur are the temples of Sri Veda Narayana 
Perumal, Sri Varada  Vinayakar, Malaiswamy, 
Veeranaswamy, Rakkayee Amman, Karupannaswamy 
and Ayyan. | 


The following brief note on cave temples at 
Anamalai given by Mr. C. Sivaramamurthi in his book 
* Kalugumalai and Early Pandyan Rock-cut shrines” 
will be of interest to archaeologists : 


“Eight miles by road from Madurai is Anamalai 
with a good road up to a mile from the hill-rock and a 
cart-track thereafter. The hill resembles a seated 
elephant with its trunk stretched forward between the 
forelegs. The legend associated with this hill is given 
in the  Thiruvilayada! Puranam. А band of 
Jaina ascetics, invoked by their spells, a huge elephant 
to destory the city of Madurai. Lord Siva used a 
lion-faced arrow to hit the elephant and petrified him 
into stone. 


There are Jaina caverns and early inscriptions in 
the Brahmi script on the hill. There is also a cave 
temple dedicated to Narasimha, excavated in the rock. 
Vishnu as Narasimha, the lion-faced god, becomes the 
arrow of Siva here as Vishnu himself for Tripurantaka. 
Coupled with this is the existence on the hill of the 
Narasimha temple. "The legend has been blended with 
the story of the hill. The inscription here in Grandha 
and Vatteluttu letters in Sanskrit and Tamil, records 
that the temple was constructed in A.D. 770 by the 
Chief Minister, | Uttaramantri of the Pandya 
king Jatila Parantaka Nedunjadayan. It also mentions 
that before the temple could be completed, Marangari, 
or Madhurakavi as he was popularly called, died 
and it was actually his brother Maran Eyinan who 
consecrated it. 


The multi-pillared mandapam, gopuram etc., are 
later additions. They-have to be traversed before one 
reaches the main shrine, which resembles the early 
Pallava cave temple with two massive pillars and a pair 
of pilasters, a rock-cut cell as the shrine beyond the 
main mandapam. We had a similar experience in the 
Tirupparamkundram temple. 
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Not far, is another shrine locally styled as the 
temple of Ladamuni, but which in reality is a rock-cut 
cave of the same period as the Narasimha temple. It 
is dedicated to Subramania and his consort Devasena. 
The temple is cut in the rock with a flight of steps on 
either side. They lead to the mandapam which has two 
massive pillars and the usual pilasters. Beyond the 
mandapa is the shrine. At the entrance are two 
pilasters with two dwarf Ganas at the top as caryatids 
supporting the cornice. Flanking the door-way are two 
birds, a peacock and a cock. Farther on are two 
well-adorned human devotees, with garlands as offerings 
for the deity. These have repiaced the usual dwara- 
palakas. There is also a figure of a seated attendant 
pointing towards the deity inside the shrine. 


The deity is seated at ease with his consort, both 
the god and the goddess resting on the ground. Usual 
ornaments, including the crown, are provided. They 
are Devasenapathi, the God of War, with Devasena, the 
divine army personified as a damsel seated by him as 
his consort. Evidently Subramania was a favourite 
God in these areas. Not far off, at Tirupparamkundram, 
is another Subramania shrine in Pandya territory”. 


65. MADURAI 
Sri Meenakshi Sundareswarar Temple 


Madurai is the second largest city in Madras State 
and is known from ancient times as the City of 
Festivals. It was the seat of the ancient Pandya 
Kingdom as well as the centre of Tamil culture for 
centuries. The Meenakshi Sundareswarar temple which 
has become synonymous with the city of Madurai is an 
ancient Saivite shrine in the State. It is situated in the 
heart of the city only about half a mile from the 
Madurai Junction. Its unusually lofty gopurams 
are a landmark for miles around the city. The ancient 
origin of the temple is proved by the fact that saints 
Manickavasagar, Thirugnana Sambandar, Thirunavuk- 
karasar and Nakkirar have composed devotional songs 
about this temple. The 11th and 12th Thirumurai 
contain several songs about this temple of Madurai and 
its presiding deities. 


The anecdote about the origin of this temple runs 
thus : 
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Lord Indra was once engaged in a combat with an 
asura by name Virudran. Theasura fled in the course 
of the battle and hiding himself on a hill-top, started 
penance. Indra pursued him and killed him while 
engaged in penance, thereby violating an important 
norm of battle and incurring a great sin. 
Finding no way of getting himself absolved of this sin, 
he started on a pilgrimage to various sacred shrines and 
rivers and ultimately reached a forest full of ‘Kadamba’ 
trees in Pandya Nad. It would appear that there he 
experienced a miraculous thrill and a feeling of relief 
from the burden of the sin. On an investigation into 
the reason for this unusual experience, he came across 

-a Sivalingam beneath a kadamba tree on the bank of a 

lake, Realising that the mysterious change occurred 
to him only due to the blessing of Lord Siva, he 
worshipped the Lingam and arranged for the construc- 
tion of a vimanam over it. The Lingam that is 
enshrined in this temple is believed to be the same 
Swayambu Lingam which was then worshipped by 
Indra. The vimanam over the sanctum sanctorum of 
the supreme deity is even now, for this reason, called 
the Indra Vimanam. The golden lotus tank in the 
temple is believed to be the same lake, on the bank of 
which Indra discovered the Swayambu Lingam. The 
stump of a kadamba tree which is even now found in 
the temple of Lord Sundareswarar is ali that remains 
now of this legendary forest of kadamba trees. Time 
passed оп and Dhananjayan, a merchant of 
this place, reached this forest during one of his 
travels. He took shelter under the vimanam during 
the night and when he woke up in the morning, he 
found to his surprise, that the Sivalingam has been 
worshipped during the night. Being convinced that 
none else but the gods could have done it, he reported 
to the then Pandya ruler Kulasekhara about this 
discovery. Simultaneously, the king had a vision of 
Lord Siva in a dream, when he was directed to build a 
temple at the spot shown by Dhananjayan and to found 
a city around the temple. The devout king immediately 
proceeded to the spot, worshipped the Lingam and 
soon built a temple according to the divine behest. In 
short, itis believed that Lord Siva was Himself the 
architect of this holy shrine and this ancient city, around 
the temple. 


Kulasekhara was succeeded by Malayadhwaja. 
Being childless, he and his consort Kanchanamala 
performed a sacrifice to propitiate Lord Siva and beget 
an offspring. By the grace of the Lord, there emerged 


f 
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from the sacrificial fire a divine girl with three breasts. 
There was an aerial behest directing them to bring her 
up as a princess and to name her as Thadathagai. ЈЕ 
was also prophesied that the unusual feature of a third 
breast would disappear when the girl met her future 
husband. The divine command was strictly followed 
and Thadathagai grew up to be a powerful princess. 
She succeeded to her father's throne, conquered many 
a powerful foe and marched in prowess to Mount 
Kailas. There, when she met Lord Siva in His celestial 
abode, her third breast disappeared. The Lord 
directed her to return to Madurai, promising that He 
would tura up on the eighth day, for their sacred 
wedding. On the day thus appointed, the wedding was 
celebrated in the royal city, in all pomp and glory and 
attended by the great sages and gods. Thadathagai 
came to be known as Meenakshi (the fish eyed goddess) 
and the Lord ruled over the country for long assuming 
the mortal name of Soundara Pandya. They ruled for 
long much to the prosperity of the subjects. In course 
of time, they begot a son, known as Ugra Pandyan 
who was pone other than an incarnation of Lord 
Muruga and crowning him as their successor the couple 
is believed to have entered their respective shrines 
assuming their divine forms as Lord Sundareswarar 
and Goddess Meenakshi. 


Various incidents connected with the reign of Lord 
Sundareswarar with Goddess Meenakshi which go by 
the name *Thiruvilayadal or divine miracles are enacted 
during the annual festivals. The Lord has on several 
occasions exhibited His divine prowess for safeguarding 
the safety of this city by warding off evil influences, 
natural calamities and onslaughts of enemies. Enemies 
are once stated to have despatched destructive forces 
in the shape of an elephant, a cow and a serpent to 
ruin the city and by His divine will, the Lord turned 
them into stones which are now identified as Yanamalai, 
Pasumalai and Nagamalai, the rocky hillocks which are 
seen on the outskirts of the city. The city of Madurai 
itself is so called because the effect of the poison 
vomitted by the serpent jewel of Lord Siva was warded 
off and the city purified by the rays of nectar (madhu) 
sprinkled from the crest jewel of the crescent moon 
worn by the Lord. 


The Meenakshi temple which typifies Dravidian 
architecture was not built in a day. Its origin is 
shrouded in mythology. It has not yet been established 
when the King Kulasekhara Pandya, who first built the 


A view of the southern tower and tank of Sri Meenakshi Temple 
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Entrance to Sri Meenakshi Temple on the eastern side 


A view of the northern towers of 


Sri Meenakshi Temple 
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Beautiful paintings on the ceiling of the Kilikattu Mandapam in Sri Meenakshi Temple 


Sculpture of Siva as warrior in Sri Meenakshi Temple 
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temple held sway over this region. The city of 
Madurai has grown with the temple as the nucleus. 
The main roads are roughly parallel to its four sides. 


The greater part of the temple with the exception 
of the innermost shrines of Meenakshi and Sundares- 
warar, is believed to have been built between the twelth 
and eighteenth centuries. The massive outer walls of 
the temple form a rectangle, covering an area of about 
14 acres. There islittle doubt that the temple stands 
on the same site as it did in the earliest Pandya times. 
The old temple was almost razed to the ground in 1310 


during the Muslim invasion of Madura by Malick ` 


Kafur. Walls, towers, buildings and streets were 
destroyed, the twin shrines of Meenakshi and Sunda- 
reswarar alone remained. Apparently they were spared 
more due to dissensions among the vandals rather than 
any reverence for the shrines. 


It was Viswanatha Naik who in 1560 laid down 
the general plan of the temple and the construction of 
the cutermost walls commenced during his reign. Gene- 
ration after generation, kings and devout individuals 
zealously completed the structure without deviating 
from the original plan. И is said that it took 120 years 
to complete the temple and that carved and plaster 
figures alone number over 33 millions. The total cost 
of construction is put at about 12 million rupees. In 
the recent past, renovations were made in 1923 and 


during 1960-63. 


The Lord's shrine is older than the goddess’s 
shrine. The mandapam containing the shrine has got 
two corridors or prakarams. The entire Swamy temple 
is enclosed by the outer walls of the outer 
prakaram measuring 420 feet by 310 feet. Above the 
shrine of Lord Somasundara is the Indra Vimanam. 
This part of the temple contains 5 towers, four 5 tiered 
gopurams on the four outer walls and a 3 tiered 
gopuram оп the inner eastern wall, forming the 
entrance to the Lord's shrine. Apart from the 
vimanams this three tiered tower was the first to be 


built. 


The adjoining Amman temple is to the south of 
the Swamy temple. There is a vimanam over the shrine 
ofthe Amman. Оһ the eastern side at the entrance 
to the Amman temple is a 3 tier gopuram of the 13th 
century. There is a 5 tier gopuram on the western 
Side. There is a very small prakaram around the 


131 


Amman shrine and a prakaram around the maha- 
mandapam. To the east of the Amman temple is the 
Golden Lily tank. Near the junction of the eastern 
and northern corridor of the Golden Lily tank stands a 
7 tier gopuram, which serves as the eastern entrance to 
the Amman temple. Enclosing the Swamy and Amman 
temples is a common outer prakaram consisting of four 
open streets known as Adi Veedis. The eastern portion 
of Adi veedi is filled with buildings. The outer walls 
of the temple enclose the temple. The four imposing 
9 tier towers which add to the grandeur of the temple 
crown the four entrances to the temple in the four 
directions. The temple also contains numerous 
mandapams and small shrines dedicated to other 
deities. Beyond the outer walls, there are four 
concentric sets of streets. Each set (north, south, east 
and west) contains four streets called Chithrai, Avani 
Moola, Masi and Veli (outer) streets. , The city of 
Madurai is aptly Compared to a Lotus, the temple 
being the central portion and the streets representing 
the petals. 


The temple, as, it is seen now, displays “an 
exuberance of fancy and а lavishness of labour rarely 
to be met with elsewhere". On the temple walls stand 
the four imposing 9 tier gopurams adding grandeur 
to the antiquity and divinity of the temple. Of the 
four towers, the southern one is the highest being 170' 
in height. The temple contains, on the whole, twelve 
gopurams of varying sizes, two vimanams, a beautiful 


“tank and numerous mandapams with fine pillars. 


The pilgrim usually enters first the Meenakshi 
temple through the eastern gate known as the Ashta 
Sakthi mandapam. It is so called because it is 
supported by eight pillars having the figures of the eight 
*Sakthis'. From here, one enters the 160’ long 
Meenakshi Nayakar mandapam which is supported by 
Six rows of massive granite pillars. Next to this is the 
Mudali mandapam which is also called the dark 
mandapam where, among others, the beautiful sculp- 
tures of Bikshadanar, Mohini and Anasuya will arrest 
the attention of any visitor. From here, one can go to 
the Golden Lily tank known as Potramarai which is 
regarded as extremely sacred by tbe devout Hindus. 
According to tradition, Lord Indra bathed in this 
beautiful tank and got rid of his sin. The tank is so 
called since Indra worshipped the Lord with the 
beautiful golden flowers which grew in the water. 
There are numerous legends connected with the tank. 
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According to the 48th story of the sthalapurana, the 
Lord answered the prayers of a heron that no fish or 
frog should be in the tank. To this day no frog or 
fish inhabits the tank. On the northern and eastern 
walls of the Potramarai corridor, are painted beautiful 
pictures depicting the 64 famous miracles or Thiruvila- 
yadals of Lord Sundareswarar. As one goes round 
the tank, one can have a view of the golden domes of 
the sanctum sanctorum of the God and Goddess. On 
the western side of the tank is the Rani Mangammal 
mandapam and on the northern end the Kilikkattu or 
parrot mandapam. The ceilings of both these contain 
beautiful paintings. - 


The regular worship starts from this point. The 
image of Sidhi Vinayakar is worshipped first and 
Boing round the balipeetam, one worships the image 
of Lord Muruga. Thereafter, one enters the shrine of 
Goddess Meenakshi. Two beuatiful paintings relating 
to the coronation and the wedding respectively of the 
goddess are seen at the entrance. The darshan of the 
marvellous idol of the divine Mother, the fish-eyed 
goddess instils into any pilgrim a divine thrill. At the 
eastern end of the southern prakaram is located tke 
beautiful sculpture of King Thirumala Naik and his 
family who were responsible for the major renovation 
of the additions to the temple. 


After completing a round of the shrine of the 
goddess, the devotee steps into the shrine of Lord 
Sundareswarar. Here he offers worship first to the 
Mukkurini Pillayar, a great monolithic figure. The 
image is said to have been found when the Vandiyur 
Theppakulam was excavated. The devotee then walks 
through three spacious and inspiring corridors. At the 
north-western end is the chapel of the famous Tamil 
Sangam. The Sangam, a great Tamil academy is a 
very ancient institution. Then he comes to the famous 
hall known as kambathadi mandapam the central 
portion of which rests on eight monolithic pillars. The 
different aspects of Siva as explained in the Sivapurana 
are carved on these pillars. In the centre of the hall is 
a Nandhi and a mandapam cut out of a single stone. 
Each dwarapalaka at the entrance to the shrine is 12" 
high. On the eastern side of the hall are four huge 
figures of Agni Veerabadra, Agora Veerabadra, 
Kali and Siva in dancing pose, carved out of the 
pillars themselves. Navagrahas; Palani Andavar and 
Vinayakar are the other gods worshipped in this hall. 
The sculptures of Ardhanareeswara and Sankara- 
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narayana deserve special mention for the meticulous 
care with which the details have been carved out. The 
sculpture depicting the wedding of Goddess Meenakshi 
is another classical one. Maha Vishnu as the brother 
of the goddess is pouring water inte the hands of the 
bridegroom, Brahma is performing the homam and 
Vasishta is conducting the marriage. Other sculptures 
in this hall are those of Thripuranthaka, Kalasam- 
haramurthi and Ravana lifting the Kailasa. Worship- 
ping at the sannadhi of Sundareswarar is indeed a 
divine experience. The Lord is represented in the form 
of a Lingam. Going round the sannadhi, one can see 
the beautiful depiction in images of some of the Lord’s 
Thiruvilayadals on the outer walls of the inner 
prakaram, Nataraja with his right foot raised, the 
idols of the 63 celebrated Saivite saints, Sahasralingam, 
Saraswathi, Dakshinamurthi, Somaskandhar, Lingod- 
bhavar, Kasi Viswanathar, Durgai and Mahalakshmi. 
The depiction of dancing Nataraja with his right foot 
raised is a unique feature of this temple. The hall 
where Nataraja is said to have danced is known as 
Velliambalam or Rajatha Sabha or Silver Hall. On the 
northern corridor there is a stump of the sacred 
kadamba tree. On either side of the Kambathadi 
mandapam is the hundred-pillar mandapam and from 
this mandapam, one enters the thousand- pillar 
mandapam. This has been acclaimed to be a unique 
sculptural museum, Fergusson considers that the 
sculptures here surpass those of any other hall of its 
class he is acquainted with and remarks: “His not 
the number of the pillars, but their marvellous elabora- 
tion that makes this hall the wonder of the place". The 
only other place of importance is the kalyana- 
mandapam where the anniversary of the marriage of 
Goddess Meenakshi with Sundareswarar is celebrated. 
Briefly put, every sculpture seen in thís temple is 
unrivalled and has been executed with remarkable 
perfection, to be an example of “work exhibiting 
difficulties overcome by patient labour”, reflecting the 
great skill of the architects who executed them as well 
as the benevolence and culture of the patrons who 
directed them. It is said that in the past people 
suffering from meatal disorder used to be brought 
to this temple in order that they might be cured by 
divine grace. Now this practice is not in vogue. 


Six poojas are offered daily to the deities 
in this temple conforming to the stipulations in the 
Kamika and Karana Agamas. 


A rare carving of Lord Vinayaka in female form in Sri Meenakshi Temple 


Beautiful paintings of the sixty four Thiruvilayadals on the corridor wall 


The graceful sculptured figure of Anasuya, a paragon of chastity in Hindu Mythology, in the 
Mudaliar Mandapam of Sri Meenakshi Temple 


The sculpture of Lord Vishnu as Mohini in the Mudaliar Mandapam 
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Sri Mukkurini Pillayar, the huge monolithic figure in Sri Meenakshi Temple 
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The awe-inspiring figure of Aghora Veerabhadrar in the Kambathadi Mandapam of Sri Meenakshi Temple 


The imposing figure of Agni Veerabhadrar in the Kambathadi Mandapam 


Sculpture depicting the Urdhva Thandavam of Lord Siva in the Kambathadi Mandapam 


The impressive sculpture in the Kambathadi Mandapam depicting the marriage of Goddess Meenakshi 


Sculptures of Siva and Parvathi on Rishaba and the beautiful figure of Ekapada Murthi 
in the Kambathadi Mandapam 
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Depiction of a mythological incident concerning Goddess Meenakshi in the Temple 4 
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Festivals are celebrated in all months of the 
Tamil calendar, wherefor Madurai is called the 
City of Festivals. The most important, however, 
is the Chithrai festival celebrated for 12 days їп 
April-May. It commences with the flag-hoisting 
on the first day. The celebration on the eighth 
day relates to the coronation of the goddess and 
that on the ninth day is her Digvijayam. The 
sacred wedding is celebrated with all pomp on the 
tenth day when the priests assume the role of the 
bride and bridegroom. The chariot festival is on 
the eleventh day and the festival concludes with 
the immersion ceremony on thelast day. A record 
crowd will collect on every day and especially for 
the Thirukkalyanam. The procession during the 
festival is confined to the four Masi Streets. 


The month of Vaikasi (May-June) is known 
Тог the celebration Vasanthothsavam for ten days. 
Processions on this occasion take place round the 
Chithrai streets. The ceremonial procession of the 
sixty three saints isa special feature of this festival. 


The Unjal festival is celebrated for ten days 
in the month of Ani (June-July). On the day of 
the Uthiram star, Lord Nataraja and His consort 
are taken round in procession through the four 
Masi streets. 


In the month of Avani (August-September) 
takes place the Avani Moolam festival for 18 days. 
During the first six days, the festival isin honour 
of Sri Chandrasekharar and for the next twelve days 
the importance isfor the Panchamurthis. The coro- 
nation of Lord Sundareswarar is celebrated on the 
seventh day. Processions during this festival are 
confined to the Avani Moola streets. 


In the month of Karthigai (November-December) 
there is the festival of lights for ten days. In 
Margazhi, (December-January), there is the Ennaikappu 
festival for nine days. The grand Theppothsavam 
takes place on the last day of the 12 day festival 
in Thai (January-February) in the big tank about 2 
Kilometres away from the temple on the eastern 
side, which is the biggest and most beautiful one 
of its kind in the whole State. This tank commonly 
known as the Vandiyur ог Mariamman Theppakulam 
measures 1,000 feet on the north and south and 
950 feet on the east and west. It isan artificial 
reservoir built by Thirumala Naik in about 1645 
for the use of the Goddess Meenakshi. In the 


.relating the Pandya and Naik kings. 
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centre of the reservoir is a beautiful little island 
with green palms aud flowering trees and a small 
temple with a tall tower. One can havea beautiful 
view of the city and the temple from the top of this 
tower. Devotees who come to the Meenakshi temple 
also offer worship at the Mariamman temple near 
the tank. The island can. be reached in about ten 
minutes by means of country boats which ply frequently. 


In the month Panguni (March-April), Kodai 
Vasanthothsavam is celebrated for nine days. On 
the morning of the Panguni Uthiram day, the Lord 
with His consort is taken in ceremonial procession 
to Tirupparamkundram to attend the anniversary 
of Lord Muruga’s wedding with Deivayanai and 
returns the same night. 


Out of the 64 famous Thiruvilayadals attributed 
to the Lord, four are enacted during the Chithrai 
festival and ten during the Avani Moolam festival. 
In the Thai and Panguni festivals, three aad one 
are respectively celebrated. 


The Temple has got 452 acres 99 cents 
of wet lands and 447 acres 89 cents of dry lands 
which yield an annual’ income of 1,017 kalams 
(one kalam equals 48 measures) of paddy. The 
total annual income is estimated to 62 about 
Rs. 7,15,374/-and includes income from lands, dasti- 
allowance, rent from buildings and income from 


hundis. 


The Meenakshi temple is noted for its fine 
collection of jewels, some of which are invaluable. 
The value of jewels in the temple are assessed at 
Rs. 19,67,279/-. Among them a pendent offered by an 
ancient Pandya King, а head-dress studded with 
priceless gems, pearls and diamonds presented by King 
Thirumala Naik and a pair of gold stirrups offered by 
a former British Collector, Rous Peter, deserve special 


mention. 


There are a number of inscriptions in the temple 
Many of them 
have been copied and published by the Archaeological 
Department. The temple is administered by an 
Executive Officer appointed by the Hindu Religious 
and Charitable Endowments (Administration) Depart~ 


ment. 
There are a number.of temples in Madurai which 


come under Sri Meenakshi Sundareswarar Temple. 
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They are the temples of Thiruappudaiyar, 
Chockanathar, Kanchanamala, Hanumar, Thenthiru- 
valavoy, Bairavar, Chellathamman, Saptha Madhar, 
Veerabadrar,Mariamman, Subramaniaswamy st Thirup- 
paramkundram, Thirumarainathar at Thiruvadavur 
and Muktheeswaram. Apart from these the city 
has many more temples. Some of which are : Nanmai 
Tharuvar temple,  Kudalalagar temple,  Srinivasa 
Perumal temple, Madanagopalaswamy temple and 
Muneeswarar temple. 


Itis the cherished desire of every devout Hindu 
from the Himalayas to Kanyakumari to visit once in 
his life time this temple which gives an inward vision 
of Hindu spiritual grandeur. Mahathma Gandhi voiced 
the sentiments of every such soul when he wrote after 
а visit to. the temple **I am glad that the desire [had 
entertained for years is fulfilled today". A former 
French Ambassador wrote on a similar occasion 
** Here in Madurai, I discover the soul and heart of 
this Hindu faith, thought and culture going thousands 
of years back...... It is here that things of India which 
seem so mysterious take their real meaning ”. 


Sri Kudalalagar Temple 


It is likely that a casual visitor to Madurai may 
overlook a Vaishnavite temple in the heart of the city 
which apart from possessing many individual points of 
interest, can claim an antiquity at least as great as that 
of the Meenakshi temple itself. This temple facing 
east is close to the Madurai Junction. Itis at a short 
distance from the Meenakshi temple. | 


The three famous Vaishnavite shrines venerated 
highly throughout the Pandya Nad in the past were 
Kallalagar, Kattalagar and Kudalaiagar. While 
Thirumalirumcholai or Alagar koil near Madurai and 
the hill temple near Srivilliputhur are the abode of 
Kallalagar and Kattalagar respectively, “Thirukudal’’, 
in the heart of Madurai city is the abode of 
Kudalalagar. Madurai was also known as ** Koodal ” 
and **Alavoi" in those days. This sacred shrine has 
been referred to ** Thirukudal" in the ** Pasurams " of 
the great  Alwars. Thirukudal is one of the 108 
Vaishnavite centres. 


With huge stone walls all round, the temple 
covers an area of about 2*5 acres. It has a 125’ tall five- 
tier pagoda and imposing ashtanga vimanam besides 
wo prakarams and a sanctum sanctorum on a raised 
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platform. The base of the ashtanga vimanam and the 
walls of the sanctum contain beautiful architectural 
carvings in granite stones. Sri Kudalalagar, Sri 
Madhuravalli Thayar and Sri Andal are the presiding 
deities of the temple. The Moolavar, facing east, in a 
Sitting posture, is about 6 feet in height. Vaikunda 
Nathar and Vyuga Sundararajar are the other names 
of deity. The festival idol of the Lord, made of 
Panchalogam is about 4 high. 


A characteristic feature of this shrine is that the 
Lord gives darshan in all the three forms here: sitting 
(amaradha kolam), standing (nindra kolam) and lying 
(kidandha kolam) The Moolavar is in a sitting 
posture with His consorts on either side. There are 
two tiers in the artistic ashtanga vimanam over the 
sanctum sanctorum. In the first tier there is an 
imposing image of the god in a standing posture. He 
is called Sri Suryanarayanamurthy. In the second tier 
the Lord’s image has been carved out in a graceful 
reclining pose. He is called Kshirabdhinathar. Each 
of these two tiers has a prakaram. Visitors can 
visit these two tiers on a nominal payment. 


To the north of Kudalalagar sannadhi, are the 
sannadhis of Sri Lakshminarasimhar, Ramar and 
Krishnar facing south. The Sannadhis of Andal, Nara- 
simhar, Manavala Mamunigal and Navagrahas are 
found in the northern prakaram. A noteworthy 
feature about this shrine is the presence of the Nava- 
grahas, which will generally be found only in Siva 
temples. The images of Sri Hanumar and Garudalwar 
are found to the south of Sri Ramar and to the east of 
Sri Kudalalagar respectively. There is a separate 
shrine here for Nachiar, to the south of Kudalalagar's 
sannadhi. Madhuravalli, Vagulavalli, Maragadha- 
valli and Varagunavalli are the different names of the 
goddess here. Just in front of the goddess’s sannadhi 
to the south are found the sannadhis of Sri Udayavar, 
Desigar, Nadhamunigai and Alwars, 


There are several stone inscriptions here and 
they refer to the presiding deity as “Kudal Azhagiya 
Perumal". They also throw light on the endowments 
made in the shape of villages, lands and houses for 
the proper conduct of the poojas and festivals of 
the temple and the supply of stones for the construction 
of the arthamadapam here. Thirumangai Alwar, 
Thirumazhisai Alwar and Perialwar have composed 
beautiful verses or pasurams in praise of this sthalam. 
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The stump of the sacred Kadamba tree іп the northern corridor of the 
sanctum of Sri Sundareswarar 


Entrance to the thousand pillar mandapam which has peen converted into an Art Museum 


A life-like figure of a Korava (gypsy) outside the thousand pillar mandapam 


ousand pillar mandapam 


The figure of Korathi (gypsy woman) with her children outside the th 
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Saraswathi, the goddess of learning in the thousand pillar mandapam 


A beautiful sculpture of Lord Vinayaka 
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A view of the gopuram and Ashtanga Vimanam of Sr 
Temple in Madurai 


i Kudalazhagar 


The silver festival images of the God and Goddess in Sri Thiruappudaiyar Temple 
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A picturesque мем of the Lakshmi Thirtham and gopuram of Sri Subramanyaswamy Temple 
at Tirupparamkundram 
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From the point of view of architectural style 
one can make а clear distinction between this shrine 
and the Meenakshi temple. In the case of the 
latter the lofty towers are visible from miles on 
end and as one approaches it one discerns that 
the size of the internal towers are diminishing, 
ending up with the smallest one over the central 
deity. In the Kudalalagar temple, however, the 
principal tower is centrally situated right above the 
deity and all other towers are subordinated to this 
one and this heightens the effect. 


Mr. J.P.L. Shenoy, I.C.S., in his book **Madurai, 
The Temple city”, states as follows with regard to 
the Kudalalagar temple. “In this temple the structure 
has been strictly confined to the barest essentials of 
worship and simplicity is the keynote of the style. 
The 1000 pillared hall, so prominent in other South 
Indian temples, is conspicuously absent, as also the 
miscellaneous pavilions, mandapams, cloisters and 
corridors. The central tower is in the shape of a perfect 
pyramid and has a circular cupola at its apex, ending 
in a pointed golden spear-head. The style of Sri 
Meenakshi temple is altogether more complex and 
involved. Both types however satisfy the highest aims 
of art and it would appear from the dates of constru- 
ction of the two temples that the simpler preceded 
the more complex in accordance with the normal 
laws of historical evolution. According to Fergusson, 
the dome of this temple surpasses anything of its 
kind to be found in South India". On the ashtanga 
vimanam there are beautiful plaster images depicting 
scenes from Ramayana, Maha Bharatha and other 
mythologies. 


Poojas are performed six times daily by hereditary 
priests belonging to the Thenkalai sect of  Vaishna- 
vism. They are in the enjoyment of service inam 
lands, together with a portion of the income, 
derived from the sale of archana and abishega 
tickets by the temple. The temple owns antique jewel- 
lery in gold and silver, worth about Rs. 1,14,245/- 
donated by devotees, of which the Thirumangalyam 
studded with precious stones and tbe big blue stone 
patbakkam of the Тћауаг deserve special mention. 
The immovable property of the temple comprises 
9.90 acres of wet lands, apart from a few buildings, 
which are leased out for an annual rent of Rs. 35,182/-. 
This amount is spent towards salary to the temple 
servants, the conduct ог» the daily poojas and 
periodical festivals of the temple and for the general 
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maintenance. 
hundi collections and the charges levied for performing 
archanas, abishegas etc. In all about Rs. 7,000 is 
received per annum through these sources. 


The temple owns a Car, two Palanquins and as many 
as 7 vahanas such as Swan, Lion, Horse, Elephant 
Garuda aud Hanumar, all made of wood aud mostly 
donated by devotees, 


The major festivals of the temple are : Udayavar 
uthsavam in Chithrai, Vaikasi Peruvizha, Ani Swathi, 
Adi Pooram, Sri Jayanthi and Uriyadi ia Avani, 
Garuda Servai in Purattasi, Navarathri, Vijayadhasami, 
Deepavali in  Iyppasi,  Thirukarthigai, Vaikunta 
Ekadasi іп Margazhi, Капиррагі vettai in 
Thai, Theppa uthsavam in Masi, Gajendhra Moksham, 
Govardhana Giri and Thirukkalyanam in Panguni. 
The Car festival, the Dasavathara Leelas enacted on 
the Theerthavari day of the Vaikasi Peruvizha, which 
spreads over a period of thirteen days and the Masi 
Theppa uthsavam are the most important ones, which 
attract a big crowd numbering not less than 3,000 from 
far and near. š 


The affairs of the temple are managed by a Board 
of three trustees, through an Executive Officer, 
appointed by the Hindu Religious and Charitable 
Endowments (Admn.) Department. 


'Thiru Appudaiyar Temple 


There are several shrines in our land which alb2 
their modest appearance now, were once considered 
very great and sacred. The temple dedicated to 
Thiru Appudaiyar at Thiruappanur is oneamong them. 
A sub-temple of Sri Meenakshi Sundareswarar 
Temple, it is at a distance of about 2:5 kilometres 
from the latter. 


Situated on the northern bank of the river Vaigai, 
this is one of the 14 sacred Saivite centres in Pandya Nad 
which are popularly known as Padalpetra sthalams. 
This ancient temple has а single prakaram. The stone 
and festival images, especially those of Sri Natarajar 
and Sri Sivakami Amman are of exquisite workman- 
ship. 


The interesting legend concerning the origin of the 
temple is as follows :—Long ago, this region was ruled 
over by a Pandya king called Cholandakan. Once he 
happened to sojourn with his retinue at this spot on 
the northern bank of Vaigai. He could not cross the 
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river due to heavy floods. He was in the habit of 
taking his food only after worshipping Lord Siva. His 
Ministers were anxious that the king should not skip 
the lunch on account of the absence of a Siva temple 
there. They therefore got an Appu or wedge, decorated 
it with gorgeous clothes and informed the king that it 
was a Lingam. The pious king accordingly wor- 
shipped it. To the surprise of all, it became a 
Lingam and soon a temple was constructed 
here. There is another legend according to which the 
Lord enabied a devout priest to turn sand into rice at 
a time when there was famine in the area. Не is 
therefore known as Anna Lingeswarar. The divine 
consort is known as Sugantha Kunthalambal or 
Kuravang Kamazh Kuzhalal. 


The Pandya kings had made endowments to the 
temple. The Uchikala pooja is being performed 
with the help of endowments made by the Raja of 
Sivaganga. 


The temple facing east, extends over an area of 
about 2°03 acres. There are two chief sanctum 
containing attractive plaster images in the Dravidian 
style of Architecture. The Rishaba theertham inside 
the temple and the river Vaigai nearby, are the sacred 
theerthas of the temple. The famous Saivite saint 
Thirugnana Sambandar had visited this shrine during 
his sojourn in Madurai as a guest of the queen 
Mangayarkarasi and sung a sacred Padhigam or 
verse about this sthalam, praising the Lord and the 
temple. He also points out in the verse that he who 
sincerely worships the Lord of Thiruappanur is sure to 
be absolved of all sins. 


The temple has got a modest property in terms of 
jewels, lands and houses. Besides a dastic allowance of 
about Rs. 424/- given by the Government every year, 
the temple also derives an annual income of Rs. 500/-, 
through the sale of archana and abishega tickets, 
which is utilised for its maintenance. There is 2 
beautiful silver Rishaba vahanam here. Navarathri and 
Masi Magam are the important annual festivals celeb- 
rated by the temple, when about 2,000 devotees from 
far and near muster here. The inspiring silver idols of 
the god and goddess is taken in procession round the 
temple during Pradhosham once in a fortnight. It is 
understood that for the past 40 years, the Brahmoth- 
savam is not taking place in the temple. On the 
Panguni Uthiram day, Sri Meenakshi Sundareswarar 
comes here from the Madurai temple and returns on 
the Rishaba vahanam in the evening. A Kumbabishegam 
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was performed in 1927 after renovation. Тоша уг for 
this renovation was taken by some pious citizens. 
About 50 to 69 marriages take place here in a year. 


109. TIRUPPARAMKUNDRAM 
Sri Subramaniaswamy Temple 


Tirupparamkundram, the first among the celeb- 
rated Arupadaiveedu or six places where Lord 
Muruga as the generalissimo of the divine forces 
sojourned before quelling the demon Surapadman, is 
about eight kilometres to the south of Madurai city. 
The place which was formerly an outpost of Madurai 
figures in the latter’s chequered history. Tirupparam- 
kundram can be reached by bus from Madurai. 


The famous temple of Sri Subramania is situated 
on the northern portion of a hillock which is about 
1,050 feet high. It is believed that the granite of this 
hillock was used in the construction of Sri Meenakshi 
temple. The main shrine is an early cave temple. The 
other structures are comparatively of recent origin 
belonging to the late Naik period. The hillock is 
known by a number of names — Tirupparamgiri, 
Gandhamadanam, Kandhamalai and Paramkundram. 
Saints Nakkirar and Arunagirinathar and many other 
devotees have been blessed in this sthalam. Its 
greatness has been brought out well in the literature of 
the Sangam age. Тһеғагат, Thirupugazh, Kandha- 
puranam and other great Tamil works speak of the 
glory of this shrine. Thirumurugatrupadai of 
Nakkirar refers to this place as kundru or hillock in 
the following lines: — 


© gruri LpsDT bs ФТТ Флур wer 
«Ие аә бизйтирёт әре врба 
GUT Dini ib, а Э 6» HIND 2 Аш. 
Tirupparamkundram is sanctified by the marriage of 
Lord Muruga with Sri Deivayanai. 


The formation of the temple is rather interesting. 
Crossing a spacious hall called asthana mandapam 
which has a number of artistic pillars, we reach the 
entrance which is towered by a magnificent seven-tier 
gopuram about 150 feet high. After worshipping Sri 
Vinayakar who is facing east, we reach the kalyana- 
mandapam. Generally this beautifull hall is the venue 
of music concerts, lectures and other activities on festive 
Occasions, " 

To the east of this mandapam is the sacred tank 
called Lakshmitheertham. From the kalyanamandas 
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Another view ог Lakshmi 


Thirtham with the hillock in the background 


A close-up of the gopuram of Tirupparamkundram Temple 
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A view of Sri Subramanyaswamy temple at Tirupparamkundram with the hillock 


The artistic front mandapam of the temple at Tirupparamkundram 


Sculpture of Varaha Eswarar on a pillar in the Thiruvachi Mandapam 
of the Temple at Tirupparamkundram 


Yaraha Avatharam carved in the temple at Tirupparamkundram 


An 


impressive carving of Narasimhavatharam in the Tirupparamkundram temple 


The beautiful carving of Maha Vishnu in Tirupparamkundram temple 


A brilliant depiction of the cosmic dance of Lord Siva 


Parvathi, Nandi and Devas watch the cosmic dance of 
Siva as an orchestra keeps time 


Saravana Poigai, the sacred tank 


near the temple at Tirupparamkundram 
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pam, after climbing a few steps, the kambathadi- 
mandapam can be reached where we find the dwajas- 
thambam. ; From there, we can proceed to the 
mahamandapam and the arthamandapam in two 
stages after climbing a few more steps. Thus the four 
mandapams are situated at different elevations. The 
front mandapam, the horse-court of thetemple is a fine 
example of Naik architecture. There are a number of 
mandapams on the western portion of the temple. The 
temple on the whole, belongs to a high type of 
architecture. 


As is usual in cave temples, there are big pillars 
flanked by pilasters with three cells in the main wall 
facing the mandapam and two side cells. Tbe structu- 
ral plan bears resemblance to early cave temples of the 
Pallavas. In the two cells facing each other, there are 
the images of Lord Vishnu (Pavalakanivoy Perumal) and 
aLingam respectively. Lord Vishnu appears with Sri 
Devi, Bhu Devi and sage Mathanga. In the three 
central cells we find Lord Muruga, Goddess Durga and 
Sri Vinayakar. A characteristic feature of this Vina- 
yakar image is that only fruit and sugarcane are found 
in His hands. It is a thrilling sight which the divine 
Mother presents flanked by Her two sons. 

Lord Muruga, the presiding deity is in a sitting 
posture with His consort Deivayanai. То His right is 
the image of sage Naradar. Above the presiding deity 
we find the images of Suryar and Chandrar. On the 
sides are the images of Sri Vinayakar, Sri Brahma, 
Goddess Saraswathi and Devendra. Abishegam is 
made only to the silver Vel in the hands of the 
presiding deity. ` 

Two panels depicting the cosmic dance of Siva аге 
found on the outside wall of the cell containing the 
Lingam. The magnificent panels which remain 
unaffected despite the efflux of time are a fitting tribute 
to the excellence of early Pandya cave sculpture which 


compares well with the beautiful carvings in the early. 


Pallava caves. The two panels are separated by 
pilasters. In one of the them Siva is dancing in the 
**Chathura" pose over the back of the dwarf Apasmara. 
In the other panel which is a continuation of the scene 
depicted in the first, an orchestra keeps time while 
Parvathi, Nandhi and Devas watch the dance. There 
are several other carvings plastered on the rock in 
which the touch of the master sculptor is discernible. 


To the west of the mahamandapam is a sanctum 
where we can worship Govardhanambikai. Festival 
idols are to be seen in the mahamandapam. There are 
separate sanctum for Sri Arumuga and Lord 
Saneeswarar. It should be noted that there are no 
Navagrahas in this temple. 


'Sashti festival 
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Apart from the tank within tbe temple precincts, 
there is another sacred tank called Saravana Poigai 
about 2 furlongs to the east of the temple. With 
beautiful steps and hillock on the southern side 
this big tank presents a pleasing view. Ardent 
devotees make it a point to take bath in this tank 
before offering worship in the temple. Ол the 
southern and western part of the hillock, there are caves 
having interesting sculptures. The temple and thc 
mandapams and caves around it are a paradise 
for archaeologists and art-loving public. 


There are a number of inscriptions in the 
temple, which belong to the Pandya, Vijayanagar 
and Naik rulers. Details regarding these inscription 
are contained in the Annual Reports on South Indian 
Epigraphy for the years 1890-No. 49, 1908-No. 37 
1917 No. 860-861 and 1918 No. 336-339. 

The following interesting incident which took place 
towards the close of the 18th century is given in one of 
the inscriptions: An European regiment seized this 
town and was trying to enter the temple. The priests 


` who wanted to safeguard the sanctity of the temple 


prevailed upon a man called Kutty to throw himself 
down from the tall gopurám as a protest. When the 
man performed the feat, the regiment withdrew in a 
state of panic. Kutty who survived the fall was given 
a grant in appreciation of his heroic action. 

On every Kirthigai day devotees visit this temple . 
in large numbers. The Brahmothsavam which is 
celebrated for fourteen days in Panguni, the Skandha 
in lyppasi, the ten day Karthigai 
festival, Vaikasi Visakam and the floating festival 
in Thai are attended by thousands of people. 
There are two Rathams and a number of vahanas 
some of which are silver and gold plated. The 
jewellery of the temple cost nearly three lakhs of rupees. 


The temple has sizable landed property and 
derives good income from: hundi collections, archanas 
and abishegas. Hundreds of marriages take place 
every year. А nominal fee of Rs. 4 per marriage is 
collected. Poojas are performed eight times daily 
by qualified priests. 


A Board of trustees consisting of five members 
and an Executive Officer are managing the affairs 
of the temple. On the ‘summit of the hill is the 
tomb of Sikkander, a fakir, which is worshipped by 
Muslims. One of the chief places sacred to Lord 
Muruga, Tirupparamkundram attracts pilgrims round 


the year, from all parts of the country. 
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Location code unit 
SI adopted for 1961 Local name of 
No. Census hamlet or 
? village 
No. Name 
(1) (2) 03) (4) 
1 7 Manjampatti Manjampatti 
(P) 
2 11 Kavanur Therku Pu- 
(P) thampatty 
3 13 Velliakundramr Appanthiru- 
(P) pathy 
4 23 Karuvanur Manthakulam 
(P) 
5 24 Kulamangalam YVadugapatty 
(P) 
6 27 Podumbu Pothumbu 
(P) 
7 3€ do do 
8 T do do 


G 


Sri Mutha- 
lamman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Kondamman 


Temple (Еу 


Sri Srinivasa 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Sri Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Navaneetha 
Krishnaswamy 


'Temple (V) 


Sri Kaliyuga 
Meyya 
Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 


Sri Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Srinivasa 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Reported Area 
age (in in 
years) acres 

(6) G) 
200 Below 
0-01 
Not 0*01 
known 
200 0*91 
15 0-01 
140 Below 
0:01 
Not 0:05 
known 
150 Below 
001 
Not 0:02 
known 
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MADURAI 
Location 
Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
@) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Mutha- ... Madurai 
lamman Junction 
11 miles 
Sri Kondamman wes Madurai 
Junction 
9 miles 
Sri Srinivasa- Sri Alamelu- do 
Perumal mangai 
Nachiar 
Sri Vinayakar ... Madurai 
Junction 
8 miles 
Sri Krishna- ... Madurai 
swamy Junction 
9 miles 
Sri Kaliyupa Sri Vinayakar Madurai 
Meyya Sri Poorana Junciion 
Ayyanar Sri Pushkala 
Sri Vinayakar E do 
Sri Srinivasa Sri Srl Devi do 
Perumal Bhu Devi 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK 


Annual 
income 


assessed for 
Fasli 1375 


an 2) 


Extent of immovable. 


property (in acres) 
Wet 


Dry 


(13) 


& 
Dry 


(14) 


Others 


(15) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department 


500 124 
311 Too 

1,000 5 

1,621 ae 
396 135 
409 142 
S1 304 
524 1-01 


`. 


11:43 


279 


25-20 


800 


on 


House 


| Movable property 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 
Apprai- Repor- Vahanam 
sed by ted by 
H.R.& temple 
C.E. (A) 
Dept. 
(16) (17) (18) 
m 1,000 °... 
... Not Horse 
stated Palanquin 
Sesha . 
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Periodical р 
rites performed Festivals 
on behalf of 

temple 

(19) (20) 
Poojas by a Festival in Panguni 
hereditary 
Gounder 
Once a week ass 
by a Gounder 
Thrice a day ven 


by a Bhattachariar 


Once a day ... 
by а Brahmin 


Once a day ves 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Once a day $$ 
bya hereditary 
Velar 


Once a day sis 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Once a day oon 
by a Bhattachariar 
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Location code unit 


51 adopted for 1961 Local name of 


N Census hamlet or 
= village 
No, Name 

0) (Q2) (3) (4) 

9 27  Podumbu(P)  Pothumbu 

19 33 'Todaneri 'Thodaneri 
(P) 

11 35 Samayanallur Samayanallur 
. (P) 

12 x do | do 

13 ч do Sarikalikudi 

14 36 Paravai Oomachikulam 
(P) 

15 "De do Paravai 

16 do do 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 
Sri Sangili Not 
Karuppanna- known 
swamy 
Temple (O) 
Sri Ayyanar Not 
Temple (O) known 
Sri Ayyanar Not 
Temple (O) known 


Sri Veerabagra- 300 
swamy 


Temple (O) 

Sri Ayyanar ‘Not 
Temple (O) known 

Sri Vellai Not 
Vinayakar known 
Temple (G) 

Sri Ayyanar Not 
Temple (O) known 

Sri Karuppanna- Not 
swamy known 


Temple (O) 


isi 


7 


0:05 


Below 
0°01 


0°02 


Below 


0:09 


0:05 
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MADURAI 
x Location 
Principal Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Sangili Sri Vinayakar Madurai 
Karuppanna- Sri Subramaniar Junction 
swamy Nandhi 
Sri Ayyanar ө: Samayanailur 
be Railway station 
24 miles 
Sri Ayyanar sès Samayanallur 
Railway station 
Sri Veerabadra- ... до 
swamy 
Sri Ayyanar -— Samayanallur 
А Railway station ` 
14 miles 
Sri Vinayakar E Samayanallur 
Railway station 
Sri Ayyanar ad Paravai 
Railway station 
Sri Karuppanna- - do 
swamy ° 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Annual 
income Extent of immovable 
assessed for property (in acres) 
Fasli 1375 ' и 
by H. R. Wet 
& C. E. Wet Dry & 
(A) Dept. Dry 
Rs. 
(11) (2) (13) (14) 


Others 


015) 


Movable property 
Value of Jewellery 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


539 1:62 4:80 aka 
1,000 1-46 2:00 Ке 
250 1:44 Ex i 
299 =e A 225 
416 162 1:43 e 
450 2:06 087 sie 
260 1°68 0:72 E 
1,15 5:48 120 ~ 


Rs. 
Apprai- Report- — Vahanam 
sed by ed by 
H.R.& temple 
C. E. (A) 
Dept. 

(16) (17). (18) 
E Not .. 
stated 
P can, Horse 
aa Not š š 
stated 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on bebalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Poojas by 
a hereditary 
Velialar 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Pillai 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Twicea week 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Poojas by a 
Poosari 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Karthigai Deepam 
Vaikasi Visakam 
Adi Pooram 


Festival once 
in 5 years 


Festival once 
in3 years 


Festival once 
in three years 
in Vaikasi 


Fes:ival in 
Purattasi 


Tamil New 
"Year's day 
Thai Pongal 
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Si, 
No, 


(D 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


Location code unit 


adopted for 1961 Local name of Name Reported 
Census hamlet or of age (in 
village Temple years) 
No. Name : 
(2) (3) 4) (5) (6) 
36 Paravai (P) Oomachikulam Sri Vinayakar Not 
Temple (G) known 
>> do do Sri Paravai Not 
Nayagiamman known 
Temple (F) 
38 Kovilpapa- Kovilpapa- Sri Shenbaga- 80 
gudi (P) gudi moorthy 
Karpagasidhi 
Vinayakar 
Temple (б) 
41 Anaiyur Anaiyur Sri Каппітагі- Not 
| (Р) amman known 
Temple (F) 
PE do do Sri Ayyanar 51 
"Temple (О) 
52 до do Sri Karuppanna- Not 
swamy known 
Temple (O) 
55 Thirumugur Thirumogur Sri Kalamega 400 
(P) А Perumal 
Temple (V) 
59 Otakadai Otakadai Sri Kothanda- 75 
(P ramaswamy 


Temple (V) 


acres 


(7) 


0:10 


0:15 


005 


001 


0:12 


Not 


stated 


2:55 


Not 
stated 
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MADURAI 
5 Location 
Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Vinayakar eee " Paravai 
Railway station 
Sri Paravai Nayagi- € do 
amman 
Sri Shenbaga- ВЕЕ Madurai 
moorthy Junction 
Karpaga 
Vinayakar 
Sri Kannimari- ies Madurai 
amman Junction 
5 miles 
Sri Ayyanar sea do 
Sri Karuppanna« ... Madurai 
swamy Junction 
3 miles 


Sri Kalamega Sri Mohana- Madurai 


Perumal valli Junction 
Thayar 7 miles 
Sri Andal 
Sri Kothanda- Sri Sita Madurai 


ramaswamy Sri Lakshmanar Junction 
Sri Anjaneyar 6 miles 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) ` 


Movable property 

Annual | А —————— 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 

assessed for property (in acres) Rs. 


Fasli 1375 — SS 
by Н. В. Wet Apprai- Repor- Vahanam 
&C.E. Wet Dry & Others sed by ted by 
(A) Dept. Dry H.R.& temple 
Rs. C. E. (A) 
Dept. 
а) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


394 2:40 ... ... was fae me ... 
500 135 193 aoe one m E Lion 
Rishabam 
647 + wee РА ДЕ — сек 
889 3:65 is ë = 255 ENS se 
435 3:60 wee a m ave YA es 
200 5:37 ... ... ae бо. ... de 
18,209 5'00 see m же» 39,522 m Car 
Palanquin 
Маћапаз 
3,676 10'00 в.а m Choultry ies ten T 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 


temple 


(19) 


Poojas by a 
Poosari 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Poojas by 
a hereditary 
Velar 


Poojas by 
a hereditary 
Velar 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Six times a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Twice a day 
by a Bhattar 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Festival in Purattasi 
Thai Pongal 


ave 


Festival in Avani 


Festival in Avani 

Kudhirai Eduppu 
festival in 
Vaikasi 


... 


Gajendra 
.Moksham 
Vaikunta Ekadasi 
Brabmothsavam 
in Vaikasi 


Gajendra 
Moksham 
in Masi 

Festival 
in Panguni 
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Location code unit 


adopted for 1961 

Si Census 
No. Name 
(1) (2) (3) 
25 65 Madurai 
(M) 

26 Ре do 
27 m do 
28 55 do 
29 es do 


Local name of 


hamlet or 
village 


(4) 


Anuppanadi 


West Masi 
Street 


South Masi 


Street 


do 


North Masi 
Street 


6) 


Sri Gurunatha- 
swamy 
Temple (O) 


Sri Balasidhi 
Vinayakar 
“Temple (С) 


Sri Kamakshi & 
Sri Ekambare- 
swaraswamy 
Temple (S) 


Sri Srinivasa- 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Sri Yadhava 
Navaneetha 
Krishnaswamy 
Temple (V) 
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Reported Area 
age (in 
years) 


acres 


(7) 


0:10 


0:02 


1:30 


0°02 


1:25 


Principal Deity 


(8) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Gurunatha- 
swamy 


Sri Balasidhi 
Vinayakar 


Sri Kamakshi- 
amman & 

Sri Ekamba- 
reswarar 


Sri Srinivasa 
Perumal 


Sri Navaneetha 
Krishna- 
swamy 
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MADURAI 
Location 
Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(9) (10) 


Sri Angala Madurai 
Parameswari Junction 
Sri Vinayakar 14 miles 
Sri Veera- 
badrar 
Sri Irulappa- 
swamy 
Sri Karuppanna- 
swamy 
Sri Irulayi- 
amman 
Sri Pechiamman 
Sri Kali 
Sri Rudhra- 
‚ murthy 
Е Madurai 
Junction 
4 mile 
E" do 
- Madurai 
Junction 


Sri Rukmani Madurai 
Sri Sathyabama Junction 
Sri Udayavar 3 mile 
Sri Nammalwar 
Sri Thirumangai 

Alwar 
Sri Hanumar 
Sri Garuda 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) - 


Movable property ' 
Annual 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. 
Fasli 1375 ——ə—— — 2 ——. -Əí l1 Sy ny, 
by H.R. Wet Apprai- Repora Vabanam 
& C. E. Wet Dry & Others sed by ted by 
(A) Dept. Dry H.R.& temple 
Rs. C. E. (A) 
Dept. 
(ib (12) (13) (14) (15) . Q6 (7) (18) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 
2,795 RS - 2:42 House m 100 ... 
Cocoanut 
trees 
636 Extent not stated Houses sèi ¿še A 
5,053 ya ES 2:62 Vacant ose 5,859 РА 
Plot 
200 7А = а Building Жө» Not m 
Stated 
22 491 Extent not stated Vacant 13,847 PEE Palanquin 
Plots 
Buildings 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on bebalf of 

temple 


(19) 


Once a week 
by a Pillai 


Poojas 
by a Brahmin 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Archagar 


Once a day 
by a Brahmin: 


Five times a day 
by a Bhatta- 
chariar 


145 


Festivals 


(20) 


* Sivarathri 


Sri Jayanthi 
Vasantha« 
uthsavam 
in Vaikasi 
Navarathri 
Theppam in Masi 
Thirukkalyanam 
in Panguni 
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Location code unit 


sg, adopted for 1961 Local name of Name Reported 
No, Census bamlet or of age (in 
village Temple years) 
No. Name 
о о (3) (4) (5) (6) 
30 65 Madurai South Chitbrai Sri Hanumar 435 
(M) Street Temple (O) 
31 š; do Simmakkal Sri Hanumar Not 
Й Temple (О) known 
32 $5 do Krishna Rayar Sri Hanumar 60 
š Tank Street Temple (O) 
33 ip do North Veli Sri Kamakshi 54 
Street amman 
Temple (S) 
34 ~ do South Veli Sri Kaliamman 100 
Street Temple (F) 
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2:50 


0'94 Sri Veera 


175 


0:04 


0:04 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATB 


MADURAI 
Location 
Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Apjaneyar Sri Srinivasa Madurai 
Perumal Junction 
Sri Lakshmi- {mile 
narasimhar 
Sri Ganapathy 


Sri Lakshmi- Madurai 


Hanumar narasimhar Junction 
Sri Garuda + mile 
Sri Vinayakar 
Sri Anjaneyar Sai Madurai 
Junction 
Sri Kamakshi- eee Madurai 
amman Junction 
+ mile 
Sri Kaliamman Sri Ramar Madurai 


Sri Sonaiswamy Junction 
1š miles 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Movable property 


income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. 
Fasli 1375 

by H. R. Wet Apprai Repor- 
( А; = E. Wet Dry & Others BM КА by 
ept . R. temple 

n C. E. (А) 

Dept. 


(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


2,121 ês са: 7:00 Shops-6 E^ 50 
9,527 ssa are ... Shops-4 ase 700 
2,265 ae oe es Shops 446. 300 
341 ... sv — oon ose Ee 
805 ae one .. House ove 58 


Vahanam 


(18) 


Periodicat 


fites performed 
on behalf of 


temple 


(19) 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Twice a day 
by an Archagar 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Gurupooja 
in Chithrai 
Narasimha 
Jayanthi 
Vasantha- 
uthsavam ' 
in Vaikasi 
Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 
Sri Jayanthi 
Vaikunta Ekadasi 
Hanumantha 
Jayanthi 
in Margazhi 


Sri Ramanavami 


Festival in Adi 
Navarathri 
Sri Rama Navami 


Sri Hanumantha 
Jayanthi 
Karthigai Deepam 


Sivarathri 
Yinayaka 
Chathurthi 
Deepavali 
Karthigai Deepam 
Tamil New 
Year's Day 


-148 
Location code unit 
gi, adopted for 1961 
No. Census 
No. Name 
a о о, 
35 65 Madurai (M) 
36 "E - do 
37 РА do 
38 s do 
39 m do 
do 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


MADURAI 
Local name of Name Reported r . Location 
hamlet or of age (in in Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
village Temple years) acres station) 
(4) (5) (6) о (8) (9) (10) 
Temples under the Hindu Religious 
Keelathurai Sri Dhrowpathi- 100 0:01 Sri Dhrowpathi- Madurai 
amman amman Junction 
Temple (F) 24 miles 
Raja Mills Sri Mahadeva- 500 0:10 Sri Mahadeva- Sri Angales- Madurai 
(Mahadeva swamy swamy wariamman Junction 
swamy Road) Temple (S) Sri Vinayakar 1 mile 
Sri Subrama- 
niar 
Nandhi 
Sri Veerabadrar 
Sandhai Pettai Sri Moolakotha- 300 0:09 Sri Jadamuni 255 Madurai 
lam Jadamuni Junction 
Temple (O) 2 furlongs 
Dalavoy Sri Narasimha- Not Below Sri Narasimha- ae Madurai 
Agraharam swamy known 0:01 swamy Junction 
Temple (V) : 
Manjanakkara Sri Pareeswara 300 1*00 Sri Pareeswara Sri Veeraba- Madurai 
Street Gurunatha- Gurunatha- drar Junction 
swamy swamy Sri Karuppan- 1 mile 
Temple (O) naswamy 
Sri Pechiamman 
Agasalai Sri Periyanayanar 300 Not Sri Veerattes- Sri Mallaiya Madurai 


Temple (O) 


known warar 


Sri Selliamman Junction 
Sri Ayiamman 

Sri Oorudayanayakar 

Sri Vinayakar 

Alwars 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Movable property 


Annual 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. 
Fasli 1375. |———————————- = ОЕ 
by H. R. Wet Apprai Repor- Vahanam 
& с E Wet Dry & Others rd n M by 
А .R. emple 
: Rs. Dry C. E. (A) 
Dept. 
apn (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) 
and Charitable Endowments (Адшп.) Department (Contd.) 
687 ecc ... 9"00 Buildings m ase oon 
2,849 P - on Vacant ... ... 
plot 
1,362 ... oe «». Shops ... m - 
200 m us ia House asi 566 ase 
3,713 e oe .. Shops ES 3,381 wA 
House 
577 m T PT Mango ace 1,000 aio 
Groves 


4°75 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Poojas by 
a Pillai 


Once a day 
by a Pillai 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Poosari 


Once a day 
by a Pcosari 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Sivarathri 

Thai Pongal 

Tamil New 
Years’ Day 


Sivarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 
Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 
Thai Pongal 
Tamil New 
Year's Day 
Chithra Pournami 
Deepavali 


Festivali n Masi 
Thai Pongal 
Festival in Adi 


Sivarathri 


Festival 
in Vaikasi 
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SI. 
No. 


a) 


41 


42 


43 


45 


46 


47 


Location code unit 
adopted for 1961 Local name of 
Census 


et or 
village 
No. Name 
(2) (3) (4) 
65 Madurai (M) Nadar's 
Vidyasalai 
Street 
К до do 
= do Dindigul 
Road 
ээ do Pacharisi 
kara Street 
5 do Gnana 
Pothyandal 
re do Thatlakulam 
ü do Madurai 


Name t 
of age (in 
Tempie years) 
6) (6) 
Sri Ponnodai 3 
Karuppanna- | 
swamy l 
Temple (O) | 
* 150 
Sri Angala | 
Parameswari | 
Temple(F) J 


Sri Rajarajeswari 300 
Thandumari- 
amman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Pandimunee- 50 
swarar 
Temple (O) 


Sri Vellaiamman 100 
alias 
Pudukottai 
Mariamman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Ekantha 116 
Ramaswamy 
Temple (V) 


Sri Kudalalagar 1,200 


Temple (V) 


(7) 


2:07 


001 


Below 
001 


2:47 


TEMPLES OE MADRAS STATB 


MADURAI 
Location 
Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (3) (10) 


“Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Ponnodai Sri Veeraba- 
Karuppanna- draswamy 
swamy Sri Irulappa- 
swamy Madurai 
Junction 
1 mile 
Sri Angala гав 
Parameswari 
Sri Mariamman eoe do 
Sri Pandi МА Madurai 
Muneeswara- Junction 
swaray < 
Sri Vellaiamman "T do 
Sri Ekantha Sri Lakshma- Madurai 
Ramaswamy nar Junction 
Sri Anjaneyar 13 miles 
Sri Kudala- Sri Madhura Madurai 
lagar Valli Thayar Junction 
Sri Andal 1 furlong 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Movable property 
Annual : M 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. 
E H.R. W A Repor- ~ Vaha 
y H.R. et i - ahanam 
& C. E. Wet Dry & Others asl by. ted by 
(A) Dept. Dry H.R.& temple 
Rs. C. E. (A) 
Dept. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


3,302 2:00 P sie Rice Mill „© 150 222 
2,782 T ... өзә House š 4,000 Lion 
Bbootham 
684 “зз "T ... Houses-2 ... ... ono 
484 ... wee -— Buildings 55 200 Lion 
643 Extent not stated oo hs Not pe 
stated 
35,182 9-90 ... - Building 114,245 $us Car 
Swan 
Lion 
Hanumar 
Garuda 
Horse 
Elephant 
Palanguin 


(19) 


Once a day 
by a Poosari 


Once a day 
by trustee 


Once a day 
by a Devar 


Twice a day 
by a Pandaram 


Poojas by a 
Bhattachariar 


Six times a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 
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Festivals 


Q0) 


Sivarathri 


Festival in Panguni 


Mariamman 
Festival 
in Panguni 


Festival in Vaikasi 
Theppam in Masi 
Adi Pooram 
Sri Jayanthi 
Uriyadi 
Garudaservai 

in Purattasi 
Navarathri 
Vaikunta Ekadasi : 
Parivettai 

in Thai 
Gajendramoksham 

in Panguni 
Thirukkalyanam 

in Panguni 
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(1) 


49 


30 


51 


52 


Location code unit 
adopted for 1961 Local name of 


Census hamlet or 
village 
No. Name 
(2) (3) (4) 
65 Майшаі (м) Madurai 
.. do do 
>” do Dhanappa 
Mudaliar 
Street 
m do Madurai 
РА до до 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6 
Sri Madana 200 
Gopalaswamy 
Temple (V) 
Sri Santhana 44 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 
Sri Melakarup- Not 


pannaswamy known 
Temple (O) 


Sri Meenakshi 450* 
Sundareswarar 


Temple (O) 


Sri Thenthiru 300 
valavayaswamy 
Temple (S) 


Area 
in 
acres 


(7) 


2:00 


0:03 


0-06 


14-00 


0°13 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


MADURAI 
Location 
Principal Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Madana m Madurai 
Gopalaswamy Junction 
3 furlongs 
Sri Santhana Sri Danda- Madurai 
Vinayakar yudhapani Junction 
1 mile 


Sri Irulappa- Madurai 
swamy Junction 
Sri Vinayakar 3 mile 
Sri Vannia- 
swamy 
Sri Irulayi- 
amman 


Sri Melakarup- 
pannaswamy 


Sri Meenakshi Sri Kadamba Madurai 


Sundare- Vanasundarar Junction 
swarar Sri Abhirama 3 furlongs 
Sundarar 
Sri Kalyana 
Sundarar 
Sri Soma- 
sundarar 
Sri Sundare- Sri Meenakshi Madurai 
swarar Junction 
3 furlongs 


* Present Temple 


MADURAI DISTRICT 


TALUK (Contd.) 


(11) - (12) 


Extent of immovable 


property (in acres) 
Wet 

Dry & Others 
Dry 

(13) (14) a» 
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Movable property 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 
км 
Apprai- Repor- Vahanam 
sed by ted b 
Н. R.& temple 
C. E. (A) 
Dept. 
(16) (17) (18) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


13,019 28:00 ar кер wee 
2,246 m see ae Houses-4 
1,232 А 2 228 Shops-5 
House 
715,374 Extent not stated Houses 
63 
E sie ya Shops-3 


19,67,279 ese 


sie 500 


ase ... ... 


... 105 ies 


Diamond 
Cars-2 

Gold 
Palanquins 2 
Sahadai 


... eee ase 


Periodical f 
rites performed Festivals 
on behalf of 
temple 
(19) (20) 
Twice a day Vaikunta Ekadasi 
by a Bhatta- 
chariar 
Twice a day Festival in Thai 
by a Pillai Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 
Twice a day Tamil New 
by a hereditary Year's day 
Poosari 
Six times a day Festival in 
by a hereditary Chithrai 
Bhattar Vasantha- 
uthsavam 
in Vaikasi 


Four times a day 


by a hereditary 
Bhattar 


Oonjal uthsavam 
. in Adi 
Festival in 
Avani maolam 
Navarathri 
Theppa uthsavam 
in Thai 
Festival in 
Karthigai 
Thiruppalli Ezhuchi 
Ennaikappu 
festival 
in Margazhi 
Kodai Festival 
in Panguni 
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(1) 


53 


55 


57 


58 


59 


Location code unit 


ndopa for 1961 Local nams of 


No, 


2) 


65 


” 


1806 hamlet or 
village 
Name 
(3) (4) 


Madurai (M) Madurai 


do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do Manjanakara 
Street 

do Madurai 

do South Masi 
Street 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 
Thiru Appu- aco 
daiyar 
Temple (S) 
Sri Yadathiru- 500 
valavayaswamy 


Temple (S) ° 


Sri Veeraraghava 500 
Perumal 


Temple (V) 


Not 
known 


Sri Uchimahali- 
amman 
Temple (F) 


Not 
known 


Sri Angala Para- 
meswari 
amman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Muthuswamy 300 


Temple (O) 


Sri Pilavadi 100 
Karuppanna- 
swamy 


Temple (O) 


Sri Chetty Guru- 390 
nathaswamy 


Temple (O) 


Area 
in 
acres 


(7 


2:03 


0'01 


1'00 


Not 
stated 


0:02 


0:04 


0:05 


0:50 


Principal Deity 


(8) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


TEMPLES ОР MADRAS STATE 


MADURAI 
Sub-deities Location 
(Nearest Railway 
station) 
(9) (10) 


Appanathar Sri Sanka- 3 
thakola- 
mbigaí У 
Е Madurai 
Junction 
3 
Sri Choçka- a furlongs 
nathaswamy or 
Meenakshi 
Sundareswarar 
Sri Veera- Sri Kanaga- Madurai 
raghava valli Thayar Junction 
Perumal Sri Andal 1 mile 
Sri Ranga- 
pathar 
Sri Uchimahali- T Madurai 
amman Junction 
Sri Angala whe do 
Parameswati 


Muthuswamy Sri Mariamman Madurai 


Sri Madurai Junction 
Veeran 1 mile 
Sri Karuppanna- “ә Madurai 
swamy Junction 
Sri Chetty Sri Angala Madurai 
Gurunatha- Parameswari Junction 
swamy Sri Karuppan- 1 mile 


naswamy 


MADURAI DISTRICT 155 
TALUK (Contd.) 
Movable property 


Annual ——— 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. Periodical! Я 
Fasli 1375 ~ — м rites performed Festivals 
by H. R. Wet Apprai- Repor- Vahanam on behalf of 
& C.E. Wet Dry & Others sed by ted by temple 
(A) Dept. ry H.R.& temple 
8. C. E. (А 
Dept. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) (19) (20) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 
3 Houses-2 ва Value Silver Six times a day Navarathri 
| not Rishabam by a hereditary Annual festival 
stated Bhattar in Masi “ 
925 Extent not stated 
| - eee Value Silver Peacock Twice a day Navarathri 
J not by a hereditary 
stated Bhattar 
1,222 6:61 1:47 ES das m 573 Palanquin Twice a day ` Brahmothsavam 
Horse by a hereditary in Chithrai 
Garuda Bhattachariar Navarathri 
Vaikunta Ekadasi 
2,899 ose ase wee Building as" 1000 Lion Once a week Festival in 
by a Poosari Vaikasi 
847 m ET m Buildings-2  .. e ... Once a day ба 
by a hereditary 
Asari 
509 * see asi House РР 200 ДЕЕ Twice а day Festival in Masi 
by a hereditary Thai Pongal 
Poosari Sivarathri 
1,018 ... oes .. Buildings e oe ... Once a day me 
byan Asari 
1,038 а E see Buildings-3 e ase m Once a day Sivarathri 


by a hereditary 
Pillai 
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Location code unit 


SI adopted for 1961 Local name of Name Reported Area 
No Census hamlet or of age (in in 
` village Temple years) acres 
No. Name 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 
61 65 Madurai (M) Dindigul Road Sri Ayodhi Guru- 200 0:05 
pathaswamy 
Temple (O) 
62 » do Pandya Vellalar Sri Badrakali- 100 0:03 
Street amman 
Tempie (F) 
63 ss do Simmakkal Sri Vinayakar Not 0:01 
Temple (G) known 
64 67 Kochadai Kochadi Sri Velayudha 300 0:46 
(P) mudaya 
Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 
65 71 Keelamathur Keelamputhur Sri Manikandee- 
(P) SWarar 
Temple (S) 
200 0:13 
66 " do do Sri Sundarama- 
nicka Perumal 
Temple (V) 
67 73  Kodimangelam Kodimangalam Sri Nagamalai 400 Not 
(P) Theertha stated 
Nageswarar 
Temple (O) 
68 83 Avaniyapuram  Villapuram Sri Kaliamman 
(P) Temple (F) 
Not 0:09 
known 
63 ES do do Sri Muniandi- 


swamy 


Temple (O) 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


Principal Deity 


(8) (9) 


MADURAI 


Location 


Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 


station) 


(10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Ayodhi Guru- А Madurai 
nathaswamy Junction 
Sri Badrakali Sri Vinayakar do 
amman Sri Karuppan- 
naswamy 
Sri Vinayakar es do 
Sri Muthayya- eus Vilangudi 
swamy Railway station 
Sri Manikandee- e OA 
Swarar 
Samayanallur 
Railway station 
| 1 mile 
Sri Зипдага ue | 
manicka 
Perumal 
Sri Nagamalai pes Samayanallur 
Theertha Railway station 
Nageswarar 13 miles 
Sri Kaliamman Sri Sonai 
swamy б 
Sri Ayyapar Madurai 
Junction 
| 3 miles 
Sri Muniandi- - j 


swamy 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Annual 
. income 
assessed for 
Fasli 1375 
by H. R. 
& C, E. Wet 
(A) Dept.. 
Rs. 


ар (2) 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 


Wet 
Dry & Others 
Dry 
(13) (14) (15) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


1,380 
1.007 2. 
2,407 "t 
464 5:43 
5-19 

414 
0:73 
530 РА 
835 си 


Ноџвез-3 


Ж zx Houses-3 
Shop 


Building 
Shop 


Garden 
0:22 

Groves 
1:09 

Shop 


Movable property 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. Periodical 
- rites performed 
Apprai- Repor- Vahanam on behalf of 
sed by ted by temple 
H.R.& temple 
C. E. (А) 
Dept. 
(16) (17) (18) (19) 
die ee " Once a day 
bya hereditary 
Pillai 
„ө 1000 Chapparams-2  Oncea day 
by a Poosari 
m E РА Опсе а day 
| by а Poosari 
... 2,000 Horse Once a week 
Risbabam bya hereditary 
Velar 
Twice a day 
bya Brahmin 
... - Once a month 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 
m 450 Poojas 
by a Velar 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Sivarathri 


Festival in Masi 


Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 
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а) 


70 


71 


72 


73 


74 


75 


76 


Location code unit 


adopted for 1961 Local same of 
Census hamlet or 
village 
No. Name 
(2) (3) (4) 


83 Avaniyapuram Avaniyapuram 


88 Melamadai Melamadai 
(P) 
Е do do 
98 Kunnathoor Kunnathoor 
(Р) 
104 Panaiyur Panaiyur 
(P) 
109 Tirwpparam- Tirupparan- 
kundram (P) kundram 
" do do 


Name 1 
of age (in 

Temple years) 
(5) (6) 

Sri Kalyana Not 
Sundareswara- known 
swamy 
Temple (S) 

Sri Pandimunee- 120 
swarar 
Tempie (O) 

Sri Vinayakar 80 
Temple (G) 

Sri Neclakande- 200 
swaraswamy 
Temple (S) 

Sri Sowrimalai Not 
Ayyanar known 
Temple (О) 

Sri Veilu 500 
Kanthamman 
Temple (F) 

Sri Subramania- 1,000 
swamy 
Temple (M) 


Reported Area 


m 


acres 


(7) 


0:80 


1:55 


0:01 


0:04 


0:25 


0:04 


2:58 


Principal Deity 


(8) 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


MADURAI 


Location 


Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 


(9) 


station) 


(10) 


Temples under the Hindu Relipious 


Sri Kalyana 


Sundareswara- 


swamy 


Sri Pandimu- 
neeswarar 


Sri Vinayakar 


Sri Neelakande- 
swarar 


Sri Sowrimalai 
Ayyanar 


Sri Veilu 
Kanthamman 


Sri Subrama- 
niar 


nambigai 


swamy 


* Sri Balamee- Madurai 


Junction 
` S miles 


Sri Andiswamy Madurai 
Sri Samaya- 


Junction 
4j miles 


Madurai 
Junction 
3k miles 


Silaiman 
Railway station 


Madura: East 
Railway station 
3 miles 


Tirupparam- 
kundram 
Railway station 


Sri Devasena Tirupparam- 


Sri Karpaga- 
Vinayakar 
Sri Durgai 
Sri Pavala- 
Kanivoi 
Perumal 
Sri Sakthigi- 
reeswarar 


kundram 
Raílway station 
3 furlongs 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Movable property 


159 


Annual 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. Periodical 
Fasli 1375 rites performed Festivals 
by H.R. Wet Apprai- Repor- Vahanam on behalf of 
& C.E. Wet Dry & Others sed by ted by temple 
(A) Dept, Dry H.R.& temple 
Rs. C.E. (A) 
Dept. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) (19) (20) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 
6,009 40°83 3:15 x House toe 500 Rishabam Thrice a day Navarathri 
Vacant Peacock by a Bhattar Arudhra 
plot Bandicoot Dharisanam 
782 - E „> ... "m 100 Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 
408 3:00 Ses aes 555 m са Daily рооја šis 
by a Brahmin 
847 RR E 8:00 e. wae ... sie Poojas by a we 
hereditary 
Bhattar 
391 in 1:24 9:59 > at 50 Elephant Once a day Festival in 
Palanquin by a hereditary Vaikasi 
Poosari Sivarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 
200 2°57 270 e vee Not Once a day Amman festival 
stated by a hereditary in Masi 
Pillai 
š 2:00 5:00 E ТА 2,89,311 .. Gold Six times a day Unjal festival 
Cars-2 by hereditary in Ani 
Horse Bhattars Theppothsavam 
Peacock 1n Thai 
Rishabam Brahmothsavam 
Silver in Panguni 
Bhootham Skandha Sashti 
Elephant Karthigai Deepam 
Ivory Palanquin Navarathri 
Chapparam Vaikasi Visakam 
Rishabam 


Swan, Sesha 
Horse 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


160 
MADURAL 
Location code unit 
5 adopted for 1961 Local name of Мате Reported Area f Location 
N x Census hamlet or of age (in in Principal Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
o. village Temple years) acres station) 
No. Name 
а) (2 (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) 9 (10) 
Temples under the Hindu Religious 
77 117 Toppur Toppur Sri Perumal 500 Not Sri Perumal $us Kappalur 
(P) Temple (V) stated Railway station 
` 3 miles 
78 ” do do Sri Vinayakar 500 0:07 Sri Vinayakar se» do 
Temple (G) 
79 m do do Sri Ayyanar 500 Not Sri Ayyanar ‚ез do 
Temple (O) stated 
89 m do do Sri Ammachiar 500 Not Sri Ammachiar ... до 
| Temple (F) gtated 
Temple ander the control 
1 65 Madurai Thallakulam Sri Veera 300 0°02 Sri Veera m Madurai 
(M) Anjaneyar Anjaneyar Junction 
Temple (O) 2 miles 
Temple under the control 
1 АЕ do Madurai City Sri Inmayilum Not 104 Sri Inmaiyilam Sri Madhya Madurai 
Nanmaitha- known Nanmaitha- Purinayagi Juncticn 
ruvar ruvar 2 furlongs 


Temple (S) 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


21 


Movable property 
Annual ——— 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
: assessed for property (in acres) Rs. 
Fasli 1375 ,——————— —— 
by H. R. Wet ррга- Repor- Ұаһапат 
C. E. Wet Dry & Others sed by ted by 
(A) Dept. Dry H.R.& temple 
Rs. C. E. (A) 
Dept. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) 47) (18) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Concld.) 
400 Extent not stated ... ... E m „+ 
260 Extent not stated kaa ТА ste e aii 
200 Extent not stated ... Pe ove m ... 
300 Extent not stated 555 EM FT ... ... 
of Ramanathapuram Samasthanam 
of Sivaganga Devasthanam 
9,580 12°45 ase Em iss Houses-2 39,198 Silver 
Rishabam 
Car 
Palanquins-2 
Horse 
Sahadais-8 
Peacock 
Bandicoot 
Lion 
. Kailasa 
Parvadham 
Elephant 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Naidu 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Pillai 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Chettiar 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Chettiar 


Thrice a day 
by a Brahmin 


Five times a day 


by hereditary 
Bhattars 


161 


Festivals 


(20) 


Festival in 
Purattasi 


Festival in 
Purattasi 


Festival in 
Purattasi 


Festival in 
Purattasi 


Annual festival 
in Chithrai 


Brahmothsavam 
in Masi 
Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 
Skandha Sashti 
Ani Uthiram 
Thiruvadhirai 


162 


Location code unit 


Si adopted for 1961 Local name of Name 
No. Census hamlet or of 
М village Temple 
No, Name 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 65) 
1 37 Adalai (P) Athalai Sri Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 
2 65 Madurai Kallarai Sri Srinivasa 
(M) Street Perumal 
Temple (V) 
3 "e do do Sri Navaneetha 
Krishnaswamy 
Temple (V) 
4 „ do Madurai Sri Kannadiyan 
Veerabadra- 
swamy 
Temple (O) 
5 js do Therku Veli Sri Angala 
Street Parameswari- 
amman 
Temple (F) 
6 E do South Masi Sri Prasanna 
Street Venkatesa 
Регита! 
Temple (У) 
7 $5 do Mangalapuram Sri Kadamba- 
vaneeswara- 
swamy 


Temple (S) 


100 


150 


259 


200 


Not 
known 


(7) 


0°02 


0:05 


0:50 


0:03 


0:10 


TEMPLES ОР MADRAS STATE 


MADURAI 
Location 
Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
j station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples outside the Hindu Religious 


Sri Vinayakar in 

Sri Srinivasa ase 
Perumal 7 

Sri Navaneetha ass. 
Krishnaswamy 


Sri Veerabadra- 


swamy 
Sri Angala Sri Veeraba- 
Parameswari draswamy 
Sri Madurai 
· Veeran 
Sri Prasanna а 
Venkatesa 
Perumal 
Sri Kadamba- Sri Karpaga 


Madurai 
Junction 
8 miles 


Madurai | 


Junction 


do 


do 


. Madurai 


Junction 
I mile 


Madurai 
Junction 


Madurai 


Valliamman Junction 
Sri Vinayakar 1 mile 


vaneeswarar 


MADURAI DISTRICT 163 
TALUK (Concld.) 


Movable property 


Annual N M 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. ‚ Periodical : 
Faslil375 | о —— MÀ —— — n rites performed Festivals 
by H. R. Wet Аррга- Report- Vahanam on behaif of 
& C. E. Wet Dry & Others sed by ed by temple 
(A) Dept. Dry H.R.& temple 
, C. E. (A. 
Dept. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) (19) (20) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn,) Department 
... 0'91 en ... oe - ... ... Twice а week Vinayaka 
by a Pillai Chathurthi 
sia Extent not stated ... m m Value m Thrice a day i 
not by a Brahmin 
stated 
e ... oo use Buildings 24° 1,000 Garuda Six times a day Brahmothsavam 
Shops Horse by a Brahmin: in Vaikasi 
| Elephant 
m Tm ... aes ... ses PT ... Опсе а дау = 
by а hereditary 
Kannadiyar 
ede Extent not satted ose == ves des ase Poojas by a wi 
| Pillai 
5% Extent not stated P P sas 5,000 Garuda. Sixtimes a day Brahmothsavam 
Elephant by a Brahmin in Vaikasi 
Horse 


"P do eas ... ... m ... ... . ... 


TIRUMANGALAM TALUK 


60. MELATHIRUMANICKAM 


Sri Meenakshi Sundareswarar Temple 


In Melathirumanickam, a village about 17 
kilometres from Usilampatti, there is an old temple 
dedicated to Siva. The presiding deity is a Swayambu 
Lingam known as Sri Manicka Chockanathar. The 
divine ^consort is called Sri Meenakshi Amman. 
The temple is said to have been built during the 
regime of Thirumala Naik. The sanctum of Sri 
Subramania was later added to the temple by the 
Zamindar of Elumalai, a place adjoining the village. 
- Melathirumanickam is not on the bus route. It 
is about 5 kilometres from Elumalai which is 
connected with Usilampatti by bus. Onecan reach 
the village from Elumalai by walk or cart. 


The shrine occupies an area of a little over 
48,000 square feet. There are two gopurams in the 
temple. In the mandapam near the sanctum of 
Sri Subramania there are artistically carved pillars. 


The following interesting legend is told concerning 
this place. Once Melathirumanickam was a forest. 
A devout Brahmin who worshipped a king cobra 
which was living in an ant-bill was daily rewarded by 
the rodant with a precious gem (manickam). Some 
years later when he went on a pilgrimage to Banares, 
he entrusted the work of worshipping the cobra to 
his son. The son who was misled by his greedy 
concubine struck the cobra one day, after performing 
the usual worship in order to get the original gem 
known as Jeevarathnam. Frightened by the terrific 
hissing of the cobra, the Brahmin lad and his 
paramour ran away and feil down dead. The father 
of this lad who returned from Banares was horrified 
at this tale of woe of his son. He emptied his 
vessel containing the holy Ganges water in the 
neighbouring Kaundiya river and constructed three 
thottis or small water tanks. Two of the thottis 
are now open and one isclosed. The closed thotti 
is highly venerated as Kasi theertham. The water 
for daily bath of the deities is taken from the thottis. 


Роојаѕ are performed four times a day by a 
Brahmin priest. The jewels of the temple are worth 
about Rs. 813/-. The temple gets an annual income 
of Rs. 4,868/- from its properties. The ten-day 
Thiruvadhirai festival is the biggest festival of the 
temple, when about 2,000 persons muster here. 
The principal god and goddess of the shrine are said 
to be very powerful. 


The temple is managed bya Board of trustees 
consisting of three members. 


128. PALAYUR 
Sri Alagarswamy Temple 


Years ago, a portion of the south-western part 
of Tirumangalam taluk was popularly known as 
Saptur zamin. Palayur is a tiny village in this area 
which has a fairly big Reserve Forest, The zamindars 
of Saptur have evinced a keen interest іп the 
upkeep of ап old shrine here dedicated to 
Sri Sundararaja Perumal. Palayur is about 38 Kilome- 
tres from Tirumangalam railway station. Though 
not served by bus, it is connected well by road 
with places like Saptur and Peraiyur. 


The temple authorities state that the original 
shrine was constructed in the year 1685 A.D. The 
front mandapams were, however, added iater on. 
The temple is electrified, thanks to a devout trustee 
who is a descendent of the individual who constructed 
tbe temple in the 17th century. 


The shrine which has a smail gopuram occupies 
an area of about 65 cents. In the sanctum sanctorum 
beautiful image of Sri Sundararaja Perumal has 
been installed with His consorts Sri Devi and Bhu 
Devi. The deity is in standing posture. There is 
also a separate sanctum for the goddess, We can 
worship in this temple some of the great Vaishnavite 


MADURAI DISTRICT 


preceptors and saints. The mandapam before the 
Lord's sanctum and some pillars of the temple 
contain artistic images depicting mythological scenes 
like Dasavatharam, Krishna Leela etc. There is 
no printed sthalapuranam for this shrine, though a 
manuscript is said to exist pertaining to its history. 


Poojas are performed in the temple four times 
a day by Vaishnava priests in accordance with 
Pancharatra Арата. The temple has a modest 
jewellery. About 96 acres of cultivable land and some 
groves are owned by the shrine. The income from 
this property is utilised for the general maintenance 
of the temple and performance of festivals. 


The most important annual festival here is the 11 
day Brahmothsavam which takes place in the Tamil 
month of Chithrai (April-May). The tenth day of 
this festival always coincides with Chithra pournami. 
On all the eleven days, the festival idols are taken 
in procession round the streets both in the morning 
and evening. On the seventh day, the Thirukkalyanam 
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or the marriage of the Lord is celebrated with 
great eclat. On the tenth day, the God with His 
consorts on the Horse mount is taken from Palayur 
to Saptur. On that night Vidyathi celebration takes 
place at Vadamalaikurichi. The next day, the idols are 
brought back to Palayur. Thousands of devotees from 
far and near witness this grand festival. The other 
festivals, celebrated in the temple are: Sri Krishna 
Jayanthi, Navarathri, Vaikunta Ekadasi etc. Special 
worship is made on Saturdays in the Tamil month of 
Purattasi (September-October). The vahanas or mounts 
of the temple which are made of wood are: Horse, 
Elephant, Swan, Hanumar, Lion, Garuda and Adisesha. 
All the vahanas except the Lion were made about 
200 years ago. The Lion mount was made only 35 
years ago. The temple has some stone inscriptions 
relating to matters like endowments made to the 
temple etc. To this day, hereditary trustees have 
been looking after the affairs of the temple which 
comes under the purview of the Hindu Religious 
aud Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department. 
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SL 


No. 


O 


Location code unit 
adopted for 1961 


No. 


11 


23 


25 


30 


31 


37 


Census 


Name 


(3) 


Sakkarappa- 


naickenur (P) 


Local name of 


hamlet ог 
village 


(4) 


Melaperumal- 
patty 


Vikramangalam Vikramangalam 


(P) 


Uthappanai- 
ckanur (P) 


Valandur 
(P) 


Kattukaru- 
ppanpatti 
(P) 


Meikilarpatti 
(P) 


Seemanuthu 
aq» 


Thidiam 
(Р) 


Uthappanai- 
ckanur 


Velanthur 


Anayur 


Puthur 


(Sithampatty) 


Seemanuthu 


Thidiam 


(5) 


Sri Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Sri Sundara- 
moorthy: 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Subramania- 


swamy 
Temple (M) 


Sri Angalamman 


Temple (F) 


Sri Iravathees- 
waraswamy 
Temple (S) 


Sri Subramania- 


swamy 
Temple (M) 


Sri Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Sri Nallathur 
Karuppanna- 
swamy 
Temple (O) 


Reported Area 


age (in 
years) 


(6) 


200 


18 


300 


100 


200 


163 


Not 
known 


in 
acres 


(0 


0:03 


0:20 


028 


0:20 


0:80 


0*10 


1:56 


0:16 


Principal Deity 


(8) 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATB 
TIRUMANGALAM 


Location 


Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 


(9) 


station) 


(10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religions 


Sri Peruma! 


Sri Sundara- 
moorihy 
Vinayakar 


Sri Subra- 
maniar 


Sri Angalam- 
man 


Sri Iravathz- 
eswara- 
swamy 


Sri Subrama- 
niaswamy 


Sri Kallathu 
Perumal 


Sri Karuppan- 
naswamy 


Sri Valli 
Deivayanai 


Sri Guruna- 
thaswamy 


Sholavandan 


Railway station 
12 miles 


Sholavandan 


Railway station 
4 miles 


Usilampatty 


Railway station 
3 miles 


Valandur 


Railway station 
3 furlongs 


Sri Meenakshi- Valandur 


amman 


Sri Pillayar 


Sri Pechi- 
amman 


Railway station 
5 miles 


Usilampatty 


Railway station 
2 miles 


do 


Valandur 


Railway station 
24 miles 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK 


Annual 
income 
assessed for 

Fasli 1375 

by H. R. 

& C. E. Wet 
(A) Dept. 

Rs. 


a1) (12) 


Extent of immovable 


property (in acres) 


Dry 


(13) 


(14) 


(15) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department 


200 

375 m 
388 ove 
980 2:55 
721 Extent 
287 ow 
595 

500 .. 


4:56 


70:12 


17:75 


not 


35-00 


~ 


stated 


17-09 


... 


(18) 


Peacock 


Horse 


Elephant 


Horse 
Peacock 


Movable property 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 
rai- Repor- 
by ted by 
H. R. temple 
C.E. (A) 
D 
(16) (17) 
E 50 
2 255 
E 100 


Periodical! 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Udayar 


Poojas by a 
Pandaram 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Archagar 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Poosari 


Thrice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattar 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattar 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Brabmin 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 
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Festivals 


20) 


Karthigai Deepam 
Navarathri 


Sivarathri 


Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 


Karthigai Deepam 
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(p 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


Location code unit 


adopted for 1961 Local name of 
Census hamlet or 
village 
No. Name 
(2) (3) (4) 
37 Thidiam Thidiam 
(P) 
44 Ponnaman- Ponnaman- 
galam (P) galam 
47 Sindupatti Sindupatti 
(P) 
56 Elumalai Elumalai 
(P) 
УУ do do 
60 Melathiru- Melathiru- 
manickam (P)  manickam 


62 Athikaraipatti 
(P) 


Name Reported 
of age (in 

Temple years) 
(5) (6) 


Sri Kailasanatha- 
swamy 
Temple (S) 


Sri Narasimha 
- Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Sri Venkatachala 
Perumal 


Temple (V) 


Sri Thiruvenkata- 
nathaswamy 
Temple (V) 


Sri Mathathan 
Subramania- 
swamy 
Temple (M) 


Sri Meenakshi 
Sundareswarar 
Temple (S) 


Athangaraipatti Sri Vinayakag 


Temple (G) 


Not 
known 


650 


800 


15 


Area 


(7) 


0-06 


117 


0:19 


0:34 


028 


111 


Below 
001 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATB 


TIRUMANGALAM 
Location 
Principal Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) 9) a0) - 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Kailasa- Sri Periya Walandur 
nathaswamy Nayagi- Railway station 
amman 24 miles 
Sri Narasimha Sri Lakshmi — Tirumangalam 
Perumal Railway station 
7 miles 
Sri Venkata- Sri Alamelu- Valandur 
chala mangai Railway station 
Perumal Thayar 4 miles 
Sri Thiruven- Sri Nachíar Usilampatti 
katanatha- Railway station 
swamy 12 miles 
Sri Subrama- Sri Valli Usilampatti 
niar Deivayanai Railway station 
Sri Vinayakar 13 miles 
Sri Agilanda- 
nayagi 
Sri Manicka Sri Meenak- Usilampatti 
Chockanathar  shiamman Railway station 
12 miles 
Sri Vinayakar m Pasumalai 


Railway station 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) | 


Movable property 
— ——— а, 


Annual 


к ы нү: 
income Extent of imrnovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. 
Fasli 1375 = A ———— ————  . c sÁ. 
by H.R. Wet Apprai- Repor- Vahanam 
& C. E Wet Dry & Others sed by ted by 
(A) Dept. Dry H.R. 4 temple 
s. C. E. (A) 
Dept. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 
2,393 2°04 E asa ... one ... Horse 
Rishabam 
283 3:35 5:49 E e А Sie 224 
2,305 Extent not stated 12,336 ide Ratham 
| Palanquin 
Swan, Lion 
Hanumar 
Sesha 
Garuda 
Horse 
Elephant 
Chapparam 
306 M ase s m es 100 Palanquin 
223 bie 80:48 se» К Ses 198 Peacock 
4,868 3°27 25:08 ies = “т 812 Palanquin 
500 — one ... see ... a 62 


22 


Periodical 


rites performed 
on behalf of 


temple 


(19) 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattar 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Gounder 


Thrice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


do 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Four times a day 
by a Brahmin 


Poojas by 
a Pillai 
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Festivals 


Q0) 


Navarathri 

Karthigai Deepam 

Arudhra 
Dharisapam 


Navarathri 
Brahmothsavam 
in Vaikasi 
Vaikunta Ekadasi 
Sri Jayanthi 
Karthigai Deepam 
Chithra Pournami 


Chithra Pournami 
Sri Jayanthi 
Vaikunta Ekadasi 


Chithra Pournami 
Festival in 
Margazhi 


Thiruvadhirai 
Tamil New 
Year's Day 
Avani Moolam 
Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 
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Location code unit 
SI. adopted for 1961 


No. usus 
No. Name 

(1) (2) G) 

16 65 Perungama- 
nallur (P) 

17 77 
(P) 

18 b do 

19 i do 

20 m do 

21 s do 

179  Ammapatty A. 

(P) 

23 80 Pannikundu 

(P) 


Local:name of 


hamlet or 
village 


(4) 


Perungama- 
nallur 


Tirumangalam Tirumangalam 


do 


do 


do 


do 


Ammapatty 


Modaham: 


Name А 

of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 

Sri Vinayakar 120 
Temple (G) 

Sri Badrakali- Not 
amman known 
Temple (F) 

Sri Gurunatha- 200 
swamy 
Temple (S) 

Sri Kumaraswamy 200 
Temple (M) 

Sri Meenakshi 200 
Chockaaatha 
swamy 
Temple (S) 

Sri Hanumar 108 
Temple (O) 

Sri Chenroya 102 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 

Sri Gopalenatha- Not 
swamy known 


Temple (V) 


' Reported Area 


in 
acres 


(7%) 


0°02 


0°30 


0°05 


0°05 


0:05 


0*03 


0:02 


Not 


stated 


Principal Deity 


(8 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATR 


TIRUMANGALAM 
Location 
Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Karpaga 
Vinayakar 


Sri Badrakali- 
amman 


Sri Gurunatha- 
swamy 


Sri Subrama- 
niar 


Sri Meenakshi 


AS Usilampatti 
Railway station 
8 miles 
nee Tirumangalam 
Railway station 
$ mile 
e Tirumangalam 
Railway station 
2 furlongs 
Sri Valli do 
Deivayanai 
Sri Durgai 


Sri Ugramurthi 


do 


Chockanathar 


Sri Anjaneyar 


Sri Chenroya 
Perumal 


Sri Gopala- 
natha- 
swamy 


isa Tirumangalam 
Railway station 
11 miles 


ase Tirumangalam 
Railway station 
7 miles 


Sri Rukmani 

Sathyabama 

Sri Adi Sayana 
Ranganathar 

Sri Ramar 

-Sri Lakshmanar 

Sri Sita 

Sri Nachiar- 
amman 


Virudhunagar 
‘Railway station 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Movable property 
Annual 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. 
Fasli 1375 А ——— Ry l. b. s... 
by H. R. Wet Apprai- Repor- Vahanam 
& C. E. Wet Dry & Others sed by ted by 
(A) Dept. Dry .R.& temple 
8. C. E. (A) 
Dept. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (5 (16 (17) (18) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 
400 ... ide 7:68 m" one E ... 
12,690 ase 0:35 m Tamarind 17,630 А m 
trees 
Tluppai 
trees 
1,597 wA кањ 29а Shops KEN Value Horse 
not Kedayam 
| stated 
4.190 8:89 SE m Shops-12 m 691 Horse 
Peacock 
273 Extent not stated e see 500 Horse 
Rishabam 
272 Extent not stated See ise 288 aes 
300 ње m .. ... ... m ` 
1,874 aon ... ... ... ... 1,000 ... 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on bebalf of 


temple 


(19) 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Pandaram 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Pandaram 


Poojas by a 
Pandaram 


Thrice a day 
by a Brahmin 


Thrice a day 
by a Gurukkal 


Twice a day 
by a Brahmin 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Gounder 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Sivarathri 


Skandba Sashti 


Navarathri 
Thiruvadhirai 
Thai Poosam 
Masi Magam 


Sri Jayanthi 

Vaikunta Ekadasi 

Tamil New 
Year's Day 
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Location code unit 


51, adopted for 1961 Local name of 


No. Census hamlet or 
* village 
No. Name 
a) (2) (3) (4) 
24 81 Thangalacheri Thangalacheri 
(P) 
25 84 Kuppalnatham Karupala- 
(P) natham 
26 86 Sedapatti (P) Jambalapuram 
27 - do do 
28 88  Kudiratti (Р) Kailasapuram 
23 99 Sowdarpatti Sowdarpatti 
(P) 
. 30 5 do do 
31 101 Naduvakottai — Naduvakottai 
(P) 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 
Sri Yinayakar 59 
Temple (G) 


Sri Venkatachala- 200 


pathy 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Sri Muthalagiri 100 
Perumal 


Temple (V) 


Sri Vinayakar 100 


Temple (G) 


Not 
known 


Sri Kailasanatha- 
swamy 
Temple (S) 


Sri Meenakshi 
Chockanathae 
swamy 
Temple (S) 


SriLakshminaras 100 
yana Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Not 
known 


Sri Nara:imha 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 


5$ 


(7) 


0°02 


1°50 


0°02 


0:01 


0'08 


0:50 


0:05 


0:01 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 
TIRUMAGALAM 


Principal Deity 


(8) (9) 


Location 


Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 


station) 


(10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Vinayakar EY 


Sri Venkata- E 
chalapathy 
Perumal 


Sri Muthalagiri Y" 
Perumal 


Sri Vinayakar oes 


Sri Ananda- 
valli- 
amman 


Sri Kailasa- 
natha- 
swamy 


Sri Meenakshi ... 
Chockanatha- 
swamy 


Sri Lakshmi- ... 
narayana 
Perumal 


Sri Narasimba m 
Perumal 


Tirumangalam 
Railway station 
8 miles 


Usilampatti 
Railway station 
10 miles 


Usilampatti 
Railway station 
12 miles 


do 


Tirumangalam 
Railway station 
24 miles 


Tirumangalam 
Railway station 
83 miles 


do 


Tirumangalam 
Railway station 
7 miles 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


an (12) 


Movable property 
Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
property (in acres) Rs. 
— — 
Wet Аррга- . Repor- Vahanam 
Dry & Others sed by ted 
Dry H.R.& temp! 
C.E. (A) 
Dept. 
(13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


300 ... 


302 awa 


о 71 
| 
500 ) 
445 E 
283 2:10 
320 8:61 
1,076 ET 


7°00 eve ... ... ... e. 
17-33 22. - ... m Horse 
as 50°00 ase + ... . 

EUR 215 oo sae Horse 

Rishabam 

0°50 ... oe ... ... ens 
15°28 ... ... ... os ... 
8°64 aon eae eee oon oe 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Pandaram 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Four times a day 
by a Brahmin 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Once a day 
by an Archagar 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Chithra Pournami 


Chithra Pournami 


Karthigai Deepam 
Thiruvaahirai 
Sivarathri 


Karthigai Deepam 
Sri Jayanthi 


174 


SI. 
No. 


(D) 


32 


33 


34 


35 


36 


37 


38 


39 


Location code unit 
adopted for 1961 Local name of 


Census hamlet or 
village 
No, Name 
(2) G) (4) 
101 Naduvakottai — Naduvakottai 
(P) 
122 Kavundan- Kavandampatty 
patti (P) 
125 Mathakarai Mathakarai 
(P) 
128 Palayur (P) Palayur 
129 Saptur (P) Saduragiri 
Hills 
133 Peraiyur(P) Peraiyur 
» do do 
do do 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5 (6) 
Sri Vinayakar 25 
Temple (G) 
Sri Ayyanar 700 
Temple (O) 
Sri Vinayakar 250 
Temple (G) 
Sri Alagar 282 
Temple (V) 


Sri Sundaramaha- Not 
lingaswamy known 
Temple (S) 


Sri Badrakali- 
amman and 
Sri Mariamman 
Temple (F) 


150 


Sri Melaparangiri 
Subramania- 
Swamy 
Temple (M) 


Sri Venkatesa 
Perümal 
Temple (V) 


| 
T 
| 
J 


Area 
in 
acres 


(7) 


0°02 


1:00 


Below 


0:01 


0:65 


Not 
stated 


0:25 


0:56 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATB 


TIRUMANGALAM 
. Location 
Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Vinayakar ... 


Sri Sekuttu 


Ayyanar swamy 


Sri Vinayakar ... 


Sri Sundara- 


Sri Karuppu= 


Tirumangalam 
Railway station 
7 miles 


Usilampatti 
‘Railway station 
5 furlongs 


Doddappanaya- 
kkanur 
Railway station 
1; miles. 


Sri Chakkara- Tirumangalam 


raja thalwar Railway station 
Perumal Sri Udayavar 24 miles 

Sri Kuruthal- 

war 
Sri Nammalwar 
Sri Sundara- ane Srivilliputhue 

mahalinga- Railway Station 
swamy 


Sri Badrakali- Sri Mari- 
amman amman 
Sri Subramania- š 
swamy 
Sri Venkatesa ave 
Perumal 


Tirumangalam 
Railway station 
17 miles 


= 


Tirumangalam 
Railway station 
Í7 mites 


—— 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


&C B. Wet 


(11) (12) 


Dry 


(13) 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 


Movable property 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


1,178 Sie 
300 m. 
950 

2214 11-00 

8.454 i 

3,050 s 

1,455 I 


96°00 


4°86 


85°00 


... 


Wet Apprai- Repor- — Vahanam 
& Others sed by ted by 
Dry H.R. & temple 
G.E. (A) 
Dept. 
(14) (15) (16) (17) (18) 
7°85 ace ... m we 
— Grove ose 190 Horse 
0-02 Elephant 
Swan, Lion 
Hanumar 
Garudan 
Sesha 
35:27 eus ә 125 T" 
е Shops ce ies Swan, Lion 
Rishabam 
A Grove ... 488 Horse 
7:85 Elephant 
Rishabam 
Peecock 


Garuda: 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 

. temple 


(19) 


Once a week 
bya Poosari 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Pillai 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Pillai 


Four times a day 
bya Poosari 


Twice a day 
by an Archagar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Nadar 


Poojas by 
a Bhattar 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 


Ayyanar festival 
in Purattasi 


Chithra Pournami 
Sri Jayanthi 
Navarathri 


 Karthigai Deepam 


Vaikunta Ekadasi 


Navarathri 


Festival in Panguni 
or Vaikasi 
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Location code unit 


si adopted for 1961 Local name of 


Census hamlet or 

No. village 
No. Name 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
40 135 Vannivelam- Eswaraberi 
s patti (P) 
41 136 Kallupatti (P) — Kallupatti 
42 139 Puliampatti (P)  Puliampatti 
43 140 Kalligudi Lalapuram 
(P) 

44 do Kallikudi 
4 154 Kurayur (P) Kurayur 
46 160 Villur (P) Villur 
47 161 Karaikeni (P) Кагаікепі 


Name Reported 
of age (in 

Temple years) 
(5) (6) 


Sri Agneeswara- 
swamy 
Temple (S) 


608 


Sri Prasanna 22 
Hanumar 
Temple (O) 


Sri Kothanda- 40 
ramaswamy 
Temple (V) 


Sri Varadaraja 69 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Sri Eswarar 
Temple (S) 


Sri Venugopala- 
swamy 
Temple (V) 


Sri Rajagopala- 
swamy 
Temple (V) 


Sri Chockanatha- 
swamy 
Temple (S) 


767 


Area 
in Principal Deity 
acres 
(7 (8) 
Temples 
0:20 Sri Agnceswa- 
raswamy 
0:05 Sri Prasanna 
Hanumar 
0:20 Sri Kothanda- 
ramar 
0-20 Sri Varadaraja 
Perumal 
0:40 Sri Eswarar 
1°00 Sri Venugopala- 
swamy 
0:50 Sri Rajagopala- 
swamy 
Below Sri Chockana- 
0:01 thaswamy 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


TIRUMANGALAM 
Location 
Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(9) (10) 


under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Chidam- Tirumangalam 


barar Railway station 
Sri Parvathy 13 milcs 
Sri Gomathy 
Sri Vinayakar 
Kallikudi 
Railway station 
9 miles 
Sri Sita Kal'ikudi 
Sri Lakshma- Railway station 
nar 4 miles 
Sri Perun- Kallikudi 
devi Railway station 


Sri Alli Thayar 24 miles 


Sri Meenakshi- Kallikudi 


amman Railway station 
14 miles. 
1.2 Kallikudi 
Railway station 
4 miles 


sae Kallikudi 
Railway station 
5 miles 


Sri Meenakshi- Kallikudi 
amman Railway station 
9 miles 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Movable property 


income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 5 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. 
Fasli 1375 ,— x 
H. R. Wet А je Repor- Vahanam 
&C.E. Wet Dry & Others — sedby — tedby 
(A) Dept. Ty H.R.& temple 
4 С.Р. (. 
Dept. 
an (12) (13) (14) (15 (16) (17) (18) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 
1,589 tee ‘cae tee ves mee ace Rishabam 
580 2:74 528 wae Shope2 T к or 
723 - 12:00 и = eve ane Chapparam 
285 3:00 400 poe woe ... m n 
557 Ж өзб m "m ... m Chapparam 
Peacock 
225 38-38 34-17 eis see vis Value Horse 
not Garuda 
stated 
432 Extent not stated owe ... 4000 Car 
Palanquin 
489 Extent not stated ase ese Value ove 
not 
stated 


23 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Twice a day 
by a Brahmin 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Rao 


Poojas by a 
Brahmin 


Once a day 
by a Brahmia 


Poojas byan 
Archagar 


Twice a day 
by a Bhatta- 
chariar 


Twice a day 
by a Bhatta- 
chariar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattar 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Tamil New 
Year’s Day 


Festival in Panguni 


Sivarathri 
Skandha Sashti 
Arudhra 
Dharisanam 
Navarathri 


Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 
Vaikunta Ekadasi 
Sri Jayanthi 


Vedhantha Desikar 
Uthsavam 
Navarathri 
Brabmothsavam 
in Panguni 
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Location code unit 
S]. adopted for 1961 


No. Census 
No. Name 
(1) (2) (3) 
48 161 Karaikeni (P) 
49 174 Keelapatti S. 
(P) 
50 10 Chittoor (P) 
51 193 Aralasooram- 
patti (P) 
1 38 Karumathur 
(P) 
2 55 Utbapuram 
(P) 


Local name of 


hamlet or 
village 


(4) 


Karaikeni 


Keelapatti 


Chittoor 


Kokkilan- 
chery 


Karumathur 


Uthappuram 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 
Sri Vinayakar 100 
Temple (G) 


Sri Navaneetha 320 
Krishnaswamy 
Temple (V) 


Sri Chennakesava Not 


Perumal known 
Temple (V) 

Sri Kamakshi- Not 
amman known 
Temple (S) 


Sri Nallakurum- 60 
badiyar 
Temple (O) 


Sri Bala Vinayakar 14 
Temple {G} 


7 


0:01 


0-25 


0-04 


0-02 


5:76 


Below 
0:21 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


TIRUMANGALAM 
Location 
Principal Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Selva Vinayakar E Kallikudi 
Railway station 
7 miles 
Sri Navaneetha Sri Rukmani Tirumangalam 
Krishnan Sri Satbyabama Railway station 
24 miles 
Sri Chenna- Sri Alamelu-  Kokkalanjeri 
Kesava mangai Railway station 
Perumal Sri Lakshmi 2$ miles 
Sri Kamakshi- ees Kokkalanjeri 
amman Railway station 
1 furlong 


Temples outside the Hindu Religious 


Sri Nallakurum- Sri Rukku- — Sekkanurani 
badiyar nachi- Railway station 
amman 4 miles 
Sri Bala Vinayakar Usilampatti 


Railway station 
11 miles 


MADURAI DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Annual 


йош Extent of immovable 
о 
Fasli 1375. guai ee 
by H.R. Wet Apprai- 
C.E. Wet Dry & Others sed by 
(A) Dept. ` Dry H.R .& 
Rs. C.E. (A) 
Dept. 
а (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) 


(17) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Concld.) 


244 0:47 2°40 ese ovo ... 
526 2:84 24:42 ... ove wee 
990 Extent not stated ... ... 
385 20-00 80-00 “ = ... 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department 


100 T m 122 ... ... 


Movable property 
—— 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 


(18) 


Horse 
Garuda 


(19) 


Six times a day 
by a hereditary 
Devar 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattar 


Once a week 


by a Bhattachariar . 


Poojas by a 
Brahmio 


No Poojas 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Pillai 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Chithra Pournami 
Sri Jayanthi 
Karthigai Deepam 
Vaikunta Ekadasi 


Sivarathri 


180 
Location code unit 
81 adopted for 1961 Local name of 
No. Census hamlet or 
° village 
No. Name 
(1) Q) (3) (4) 
3 61 Thirumani- Thirumani- 
ckam (P) ckam 
4 P do do 
5 ” do do 
6 š do do 
7 КЫ до do 
8 119 Pudupatti T. Pudupatti 
(P) 
9 161  Karaikeni Karaikeni 
(P) 
JO 163 Nallamaram Nallamaram 
(P) 
11 170 Ammapatti P. Ammapatti 


(P) 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 


Sri Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Sri Kamakshi- ` 
amman 
Temple (S) 


Sri Irulappa- 
swamy 
Temple (О) 


Sri Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 


Sri Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Sri Lakshminara- 
yana Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Sri Pudunayanar 
alias 


Panayamoorthy- 


swamy 
Temple (O) 


Sri Chenroya 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 


120 


100 


155 


60 


01 


001 


001 


0:04 


007 


0:05 


Principal Deity 


(8) 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 
TIRUMANGALAM 


Location 
(Nearest Railway 
station) 


Sub-deities 


(9) (10) 


Temples outside the Hindu Religious 


Sri Vinayakar 


Sri Perumal 


Sri Kamakshi- 
amman 


Sri Irulappa- 
swamy 


Sri Ayyanar 


Sri Perumal 


Sri Lakshmi- 
narayana 
Perumal 


` Sri Pudu- 


пауапаг 


Sri Chenroya 
Perumal 


saad. S 


Usilampatti 


+ y Railway station 
| 10 miles 
Ј 
eco Tirumangalam 
Railway station 
6 miles 
m Kallikudi 
Railway station 
7 miles 
Sri Karuppa- Kallikudi 
nnaswamy Railway station 
Sri Pechi- 11 miles 
amman 
... Tirumangalam 
Railway station 


74 miles 


MADURAI DISTRICT 181 
TALUK (Concld.) 


Movable property 
Annual А 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) RS. Periodical 
Fasli 1375 === ——U А MÑs vəƏë.#5ls>s><z+aI+š tites performed Festivals 
by H. R. Wet Apprai- Repor- Vahanam on behalf of 
& C. E, Wet Dry & Others sed by ted by temple 
(A) Dept. Dry H.R.& temple 
Rs. C. E. (A) 
: D 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (7) (18) (19) (20) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Concld.) 
£00 ... 172 ... we 1 
2,000 T 23:02 ES ave | 
| ... see ase Poojas by 545 
400 - 3:34 Е oe a hereditary 
Poosari 
200 Зе 8°70 ii 5 | 
| 
1,000 РРР 10°16 ves "T ] 
250 E 438 p as о. ‚© ssi Once a week Festival in 
by a hereditary Purattasi 
Gounder 
104 * Sees 0:49 ies m Re ess saa Once а day we 
by a hereditary 
Rao 
1,000 31-56 2:14 m eee dee 455 Саг Once а week Sivarathri 
by a hereditary Festival in Ani 
Poosari 
... ... P m e» ... m an. Once a week ... 


by a hereditary 
Gounder 
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RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
INTRODUCTION 


The district of Ramanathapuram is part of the 
ancient kingdom of Pandyas. It consists of several 
sacred shrines which show a high standard of art, 
architecture and sculpture of the past. Two great 
Poligars or local chieftains, the Sethupathy of Rama- 
nathapuram and the Raja of Sivaganga, who became 
independent after the fall of Naiks early in the 18th 
century have done great service to the cause of Hindu 
Religion by undertaking construction, renovation and 
administration of temples. A number of inscriptions 
are found in the district which show the great antiquity 
of the temples. 


Ramanathapuram contains seven of the fourteen 
reputed Sivasthalams in the Pandya country, which 
have been visited by the Saivite saints Appar, Samban- 
dar, Sundarar and  Manickavasagar. They аге 
Piranmalai (Thirukodungundram), Tirupattur, Rames- 
waram, Tiruvadanai, Tirukkanapper 
Tiruppuvanam and  Thiruchuli  (Thiruchuliyal). 
These saints have composed hymns in praise of these 
centres. 


The most memorable spot is the tiny Rameswaram 
island which is separated from the main land by the 
Pamban channel. It is an important pilgrim centre of 
North Indians as Benares is to the South Indians. 
The sanctity of the place is attributed to the fact that 
the Linga at Rameswaram is presumed to be the one 
installed by Sri Rama himself. It is considered as 
one of the twelve Jyothir Linga Kshethras of India. 
Noted for its sacred waters or theerthams, Rameswaram 
attracts many pilgrims throughout the year. It is 
believed that couples desirous of getting children, 
achieve their object if they bathe in the theerthams and 
worship the Lord at Rameswaram, The temple is 
noted for its superb architecture, elaborate carvings 
and lengthy corridors, The Sethupathis of Rama- 
nathapuram have spent lot of money on construction 
and extension of the temple. The title of ‘Sethupathy’ 
meaning the ‘Lord of the Cause-way', was conferred 
on the chiefs of this dynasty, who had the right to 


24 


(Kaliyarkoil), . 


control the passage from the mainland to Rames- 
waram. 


Tiruppuvanam in Sivaganga Talak is one of the 
famous Sivasthalams of Pandya Nad. It has an 
ancient Siva temple, whose hereditary trustee is the 
Raja of Sivaganga. Tirupuilani or Darbhasayanam 
where a temple is’ dedicated to Sri Adi Jagannatha 
Perumal and Devipatnam or Navapashanam which has 
Siva and Vishnu temples, form part of the Sethusthalam 
andlike Rameswaram, they are associated with the 
stories of Ramayana. They are important centres of 
pilgrimage. | 


Srivilliputtur is а well-known pilgrim centre of 
Vaishnavites and has an impressive temple dedicated to 
Sri Andal, one of the greatest saintess of Tamil Nad 
and to Lord Vishnu known as Sri Vadapathrasayee, 
Another famous Siva temple nearby is dedicated to 
Sri Vaidyanathaswamy. Around Srivilliputtur are 
found ancient temples like Sri Alagar temple and 
Srinivasa Perumal temple. 


The old temple dedicated to the Swayambu 
Lingam called Sri Mangaleswarar in Tiruthirakosaman- 
gai has been visited by saints like Manickavasagar and 
Arunagirinathar. They had sung about the shrine in 
their Manivasagam and Thirupugazh. It has been 
renovated by the Ramanathapuram Samasthanam. 
The cave temples dedicated to Lord Vinayaka in 
Pillayarpatti and Lord Muruga ia Kunnakudi are of 
archaeological and historical importance. Apart from 
these shrines, the district has also many temples 
dedicated to village gods and goddesses. 


Out of 518 temples found in Ramanathapuram 
district, 355 are under the administrative control of 
the Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments 
(Administration) Department; ofthe remaining 163, 
91 come under the Sivaganga Devasthanam, 56 under 
the Ramanathapuram Samasthanam and the remaining 
16 are under private management. 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 
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The taluk-wise break-up of temples is as follows :— 
Temples 
zA Under the ^ Under the ii Under the — Outside the" 
Name of Taluk H. R. & C.E. (A) Sivaganga Ramanathapuram H.R. & C.E. Total 
Dept. Devasthanam Samasthanam (A) Dept. 

1. Tirupattur 96 47 25: 4 147 

2. Sivaganga 39 24 .. 1 64 

3. Tiruvadanai 28 11 15 2 56 

4. Paramakudi 33 7 3 A 43 

5. Ramanathapuram 12 wie 16 - 28 

6. Mudukulathur 19 sax 12 3 34 
7. Aruppukottai 42 2 10 2 56 | 

8. Sattur . 40 wes 4 44 

9. Srivilliputtur 46 2% eee ses 46 

Total ... 355 91 56 16 518 


As may be seen from the above statement more than 
half the number of temples are concentrated in the 
taluks of Tirupattur, Sivaganga and Tiruvadanai. 
Tirupattur taluk has the largest number of temples 


A classification of the temples according to 
details :— 


namely 147, closely followed by Sivaganga which 
has 64 shrines. Ramanathapuram taluk has the least 
number of temples viz., 28. 


the presiding deities reveals the following interesting 


Temples 
— — = — — 
Under the Under the Under the Outside the 
Presiding де ез H.R. & C.E. Sivaganga — Ramanathapuram H.R. & C.E. Total 
(A) Dept. Devasthanam Samasthanam (A) Dept. 
Siva and His Consort 91 61 33 189 
Vishnu and His Consort 48 11 5 72 
Murugar 20 4 26 
Goddesses (Village Deities) 81 10 98 
Vinayakar 46 4 2 4 56 
Other Deities 66 1 74 
Total... 352 91 56 16 515 
More than 50% of the temples are those for Siva temples, 56 Vinayakar temples and 26 shrines 


Saivite temples are greater in 
There are 189 Siva 


and village deities. 
number than Vaishnavite shrines. 


dedicated to Lord Muruga. There are 72 Vaishnavite 


shrines. 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


The following statement shows the area covered by the temples. 
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Temples 
Lan — ~ --— - = 
Under the Under the Under the Outside the 
Extent H.R. & C.E. Sivaganga Ramanathapuram H.R. & C.E. Total 
(A) Dept. Devasthanam Samasthanam (A) Dept, 
Below 5 cents 101 10 5 3 ' 119 
5 cents and above but 89 17 12 5 123 
below 20 cents | 
20 cents and above but 112 54 26 5 197 
below 1 acre 
1 acre and above but 25 6 5 S 36 
below 2 acres 
2 acres and above but 16 3 1 1 21 
below 5 acres 
5 acres and above but А 1 52 2 a 3 
below 10 acres 
10 acres and above 1 А e. ... 1 
Areca not stated 7 1 5 2 15 
Total 352 91 56 16 515 


It may be seen from the above statement that 
while only a single temple covers an area of 10 acres 
and more, 119 shrines are small ones covering less than 
5 сепіѕ. The majority of temples, namely 320 out of 
515, occupy an extent ranging from 5 cents to an acre. 
Temples which cover an area of one acre and more is 
less than 12 per cent, as the number of such shrines 
is only 61. The 15 temples which have not furnished 
the information under this head may be treated as 
small ones. Thus more than 85 per cent of the 
temples are those, which cover an area of less than an 
acre. 


In 39 out of 189 Siva temples, the presiding deity 
js a Swayambu Lingam while in the remaining 150 
shrines the Moolavar is an installed one. There аге 
only peetams in 5 temples and in 3 shrines neither 
peetam nor idol is found. Excluding 18 temples, 
where their position is not specified, the posture of 


the presiding deities in other than Siva temples is as 
follows :— 


Standing pose 183 
Sitting pose 110 
Lying pose sti 3 
Stone without figure ze 3 
Trident ge 1 

Total ... 300 


Saivite Gurukkals and Vaishnavite Bhattachariars 
are generally employed to perform poojas in the Siva 
and Vishnu temples respectively. The remuneration 
paid to them is low. Before they are permitted to 
enter the sanctum, they should be duly initiated 
according to the rules prescribed in the Agamas or 
Pancharatras. 


* 
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RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


.In the majority of temples dedicated to Siva, 
Vishnu, Vinayakar and Murugar, the priests belong to 
the Brahmin community, while there are a good 
number of shrines where priests of other communities 
offer poojas. In 158 out of 508 temples, persons other 
than Brahmins offer poojas. Brahmin priests are 
found only in 42 out of 169 temples for village 
goddesses and other deities. In 18 out of 56 temples 


No ornaments are found in 203 temples. 


13 
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for Vinayakar, there are priests belonging to communi- 
ties other than Brahmins. - 


In major Siva temples, after the recitation of 
Vedas in Sanskrit by the Gurukkals, Thevaram is sung 
in Tamil by Pandarams who ате known as Odhuvars. 
In Vishnu temples, the Bhattachariars recite Vedas in 
Sanskrit and Thiruvoimozhi in Tamil. 


temples have not furnished any details under the 


head. The classification of the remaining 299 temples according to value of jewellery owned by them is as 


follows :— 
Temples 
— — — of w—m „л. om: — ÁáÁ—Y —— 
Under the Under the Under the Rama- Outside the 
Value of the H.R. & C.E. Sivaganga Devas- nathapuram H.R. & C.E, Total 
jewellery (^) Dept. thanam Samasthanam (A) Dept. 
Rs. 
500 and below 66 28 18 5 117 
501 - 1,000 26 13 1 1 41 
1.001 - 5.000 37 7 5 1 50 
5.001 - 10,000 9 1 3 13 
10,001 = 50,000 22 15 2 39 
50,001 -  1,00,000 9 7 2 55 18 
. 1,00,001 - 5,00,000 9 6 3 18 
5,00,001 - 10,00,000 2 28 Se 2 
Above ten lakhs 1 ED ... 1 
Total 181 77 34 7 299 
The following are the three temples, which own 3. Sri Andal and Vadapathrasayee temple, 


ornaments worth more than rupees five lakhs, 


1, Sri Ramanathaswamy 
waram 


temple, Rames- 


2, Sri Meenakshi  Sundareswarar temple, 
Keelasevalpatti | 


Srivilliputtur 


The value of jewellery in Sri Ramanathaswamy 
temple of Rameswaram is estimated at about Rs, 
30,00,948/-. 
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Except 2 temples, the remaining shrines һаус immovable properties, 
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Barring eight other temples 


which have not given details of income, the classification of 505 temples which derive an annual income from 


immovable properties is shown below :— 


Temples 
~ — поли. А ` — — — —— — 
Under the Under the Under the Rama- Outside the 
Annual income H.R. & C.E. Sivaganga Devas- nathapuram H.R. & C.E. Total 
(А) Dept, thanam Samasthanam (A) Dept. 
Rs. 

500 and below 143 23 10 8 184 
501 - 1,000 87 23 7 5 122 
1,001 - 5,000 76 32 20 128 
5,001 - 10,000 19 7 3 š 29 
10,001 - 50,000 16 3 12 a 31 
50,001 - 1,00,000 9 ai 2 9 
Above опе lakh 2 sem we 2 
Total e 352 88 52 13 505 


The annual income accruing from immoyablc 
properties exceeds Rs. 10,000 in 42 shrines. The 
following are the two temples whose annual income is 
Rs. 1,00,000/- and above 


1. Sri Ramanathaswamy temple, Rames- 
waram | 

2. Sri Andal and Vadapathrasayee temple, 
Srivilliputtur 


Sri Ramanathaswamy temple of Rameswaram 
gets the maximum income of Rs. 5,26,733/-. Sri 
Naganatbaswamy temple of Nainarkoil and Sri Rama- 
nathaswamy temple of Rameswaram get an annual 
income of about Rs. 30,000/- each under hundi 
colleetions ; while the latter also gets an additional 
income of Rs. 90,000/- every year, through the sale of 
archana and abishega tickets. 


Out of 515 temples, only 3 temples are running 
public institutions like choultries, libraries, hospitals and 
primary or secondary schools. Sri Subramaniaswamy 
temple of Kunnakudi, Srí Ramanathaswamy temple of 
Rameswaram and Sri Andal and Vadapathrasayee 
temple of Srivilliputtur are running a religious school 
and a library respectively for the benefit of educating 
poor children on religious lines. 


446 temples have no temple Cars or Thers, while 
506 have no Rathams. 69 temples alone own Thers 
and 9 have Rathams. Only 66 temples are having 
Palanquins and 210 shrines are in posséssion of 
vahanas like Peacock, Ríshabam, Elephant, Horse etc. 


"Thesé vahanas are generally made of wood or brass. 


The bigger and more famous temples have gold and 
silver plated vahanas. 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
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Annual festivals are celebrated in 240 out of 515 temples, while there are no festivals in the remaining 
275 shrines. The classification of temples according to the number of festivals observed is as follows :— 


Temples 
— —— А „А — Ó— — © — 
M Under the Under the Under the Outside the 
Мате of festivals H.R. & C.E. Sivaganga Ramanathapuram H.R. & C.E. Total 
in a year (A) Dept. Devasthanam Samasthanam (A) Dept. 

a) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 

One festival — 96 17 8 3 124 
Two festivals ave 28 4 3 1 36 
Three festivals ... 18 8 6 32 
Four festivals m 15 2 1 18 
5—10 festivals won 20 7 3 30 
Total "^ 177 38 21 4 240 


The size of the crowd that gathers for tbe festivals 
exceeds 1,000 in 89 temples. 


Out of 352 temples under the control of the 
Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) 
Department, paid Executive Officers have been 
appointed by the Department only for 22 temples. 


There are no trustees for 20 temples. There is a 
single trustee for 200 temples and a Board consisting 
of more than one trustee is in charge for 132 temples. 
Each ofthe 91 temples under the control of the Siva- 
ganga Devasthanam is administered by a Manager, 
appointed by the Sivaganga Raja, who is the hereditary 
trustee of the temple. So also, each. of the 56 temples 
under the contro) of the Ramanathapuram Samastha- 
nam is managed by the Diwan or Administrative 


Secretary, appointed by the Raja of Ramanathapuram 
who is the hereditary trustee of the temple. 


An analysis of the details given in the schedules 
reveals the following position regarding the age of the 
temples in the district. 


Before Christ sae 6 
Prior to 7th century ... 1 
7th century to 1,750 эз 158 
After 1,750 (modern)- “+ 201 
Details not given ‘ zai 149 


Total ese 515 


-TIRUPATTUR TALUK 


15 PIRANMALAI 


Sri Nallamangaibagaswamy Temple 


Thirukodungundram or Piranmalai is the fifth 
among the fourteen sacred Sivasthalams in Pandya 
Nad. In his famous Thirupugazh, Sri Arunagiri- 
nathar has sung about this temple. The village of 
Piranmalai in which this hill temple dedicated to Sri 
Nallamangaibagaswamy stands, is located at a distance 
of 8 kilometres from Chathurvedhimangalam on 
Tirupattur—Dindigul road. It is at a distance of 
24 kilometres from Tirupattur. It is linked with 
Madurai, Sivaganga, Tirupattur and Pudukottai by 
regular bus service. According to a legend Lord Siva 
offered darshan with his consort Sri Parvathi in ‘Thiru- 
manakolam’ (marriage pose) to Sage Agasthya, as 
requested by him. The presiding deity is therefore 
called Sri Nallamangaibagaswamy. 


Piranmalai was ruled by Sri Pari, one of the seven 
reputed philanthropists who endowed his Car (Ther) to 
help a creeper struggling in the air for support. 
Prachandagiri and Kadoragiri are the other names of 
this place. According to mythology there was a fight 
between Adi Sesha and Vayu Bhagavan. Adi Sesha 
coiled round the Great Mount Meru and Vayu with 
all his ferocity dashed against it and blew it to pieces. 
Several chips of the Mount Merv fell in different 
places which later became sacred hills. Piranmalai 
which is in the form of a Lingam is one such sacred 
hill. It is also called Prachandagiri, after Vayu. 


The hill temple covers an area of 30 acres. It has 
a beautiful rajagopuram with attractive figures made 
of plaster. Marudu brothers and the Raja of Ramnad 
contributed substantially to the renovation of the 
temple. Three prakarams are found in the temple, 
apart from six sanctum sanctorum and five beautiful 
vimanams. The presiding deity Sri Mangai Nayagar 
with His consort Thenambigai is in a sitting posture, 
in his ‘Thirumanakolam’. Separate sanctum are also 
found for Sri Thirukodungundranathar and His consort 
Sri Kuyilamudhanayagi alias Amudheswari, Sri Kasi 
Viswanathar, Visalakshi, Dakshinamurthy, Vinayakar, 


Subramaniar, Chockalingar, Meenakshi, Natarajar, 
Sivakami, Chandikeswarar, Chandikeswari,-63 Nayan- 
mars and Navagrahas are the other deities here. 
Separate shrine is also found for Sri Bairavar who is in 
the form of Ugramurthy. A grand festival is celebrated 
in the month of Thai every year in honour of this 
deity. | 


It is also said that Lord Brahma, Saraswathi, 
Subramaniar, Ambal, Nandhi Devar and Upamanyu. 
have performed severe penance here and attained 
*Moksha'. Saint Thirugnana Sambandar has also 
composed 11 beautiful verses in his famous Thevaram 
in praise of the deity. A noteworthy feature of this 
temple is that there is an Elephant vahanam before the 
sannadhi of Lord Muruga instead of a Peacock. There 
are as many as 57 sacred waters or theerthams 
associated with the temple. 


Poojas are performed six times daily by hereditary 
Brahmin priests, who enjoy service inam lands. The 
temple possesses ancient jewels and ornaments in gold, 
silver and diamond worth more than Rs. 1 lakh. A 
few were donated by Sri Marudu Pandyan. The 
landed properties of the temple comprise about 34:97 
acres of wet lands and 9*55 acres of dry lands, apart 
from a cocoanut grove of 68:81 acres, which fetch an 
annual income of Rs. 64,400/- by way of rent. The 
annual hundi collections is Rs. 300/- and income from 
archana and abishega charges is Rs. 250/-. There аге 
four big Thers, two Palanquins and several vahanas 
made of wood, apart from three silver Rishabams and 
a Kedayam. 


Brahmothsavam in Chithrai, which spreads over a 
period of 10 days, Vinayaka Chathurthi, Navarathri, 
Karthigai Deepam and Arudhra Dharisanam are the 
most important festivals. The Chithrai Brahmothsa- 
vam attracts more than 10,000 devotees. 


The temple which is under the control of the 
Anjukoil Devasthanam of Kunnakudi is managed by 
the head of the Kunnakudi-Tiruvannamalai Adheenam, 
who is the hereditary trustee of the temple. 
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The Vimanam view with the Sthalavriksham 
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39 KEELASEVALPATTI 


Sri Meenakshi Sundareswarar Temple 


In Keelasevalpatti, a village about 19 kilometres 
from Karaikudi, there is a famous temple dedicated to 
Lord Siva. The presiding deity Sri Sundareswarar is 
an installed Lingam here. The divine consort is called 
Sri Meenakshi Amman. The temple is said to have 
been built some 90 years back by the Nattukottai 
Nagarathar community and is well maintained. It is 
connected by both bus and train, the nearest railway 
station being Tirumayam at a distance of about 
13 kilometres. Madurai the district headquarters and 
Tirupattur the taluk headquarters are 90 and 13 kilo- 
metres away respectively. 


The temple facing east covers an area of about 
14 cents and has two prakarams. There is a huge tank 
in front of it. There are four small gopurams in the 
temple on all the four sides. There is a separate 
sanctum for Goddess Meenakshi Amman, whose 
beautiful image is in a standing pose. Sri Vinayakar, 
Subramaniar, Bairavar, Chandikeswarar and Nava- 
grahas are the other deities here. There are also 
several festival idols made of panchalogam. 


Poojas are performed five times daily by non- 
hereditary Brahmin priests who are paid a decent 
monthly salary, strictly according to the principles of 
Saiva Agamam. The temple possesses ancient jewels 
and ornaments in gold, silver and diamond worth 
about Rs. 5,21,625/- mostly donated by devotees. The 
immovable properties of the temple comprise about 
15:57 acres of wet lands and 18:67 acres of dry lands 
apart from several buildings and vacant plots, which 
fetch an annual rent of Rs. 15,931/-; this amount is 
utilised for its upkeep and general maintenance. The 
annual hundi collections amount to Rs. 100/~ while its 
income under archana and abishega charges is Rs. 200/- 
per annum. 


The temple owns a silver Ratham, a silver Palan- 
quin, a gold plated Horse and the following silver 
vahanas : Peacock, Bandicoot, Kedayam and 
Rishabam. : 


Tamil New Year's day, Skandha Sashti, Nava- 
rathri and Karthigai Deepam are the regular annual 
festivals celebrated by the temple, of which the 
Skandha Sashti is the most important one. 


25 
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The temple is managed by a Board of trustees 
consisting of four members, all appointed by the Hindu 
Religious and Charitable Endowments (Administration) 
Department. 


59 TIRUPATTUR 
Sri Thiruthalinathar Temple 


Tirupattur is one of the 14 sacred shrines of Lord 
Siva in Pandya Nad. The Saivite Saints Sri Appar and 
Sambandhar have composed several sacred padhi- 
gams in praise of this sthalam in their famous 
Thevaram. According to a legend, Lord Siva per- 
formed here the famous ‘Gowri Thandavam’ as 
Natarajar, at the request of his divine consort Sri 
Parvathi. It is also said that sages Agasthya and 
Valmiki, Thirumagal and Jayanthan, son of Devendra 
have offered worship and attained salvation at this 
place. A grand festival known as ‘Jayanthan 
Pooja’ is celebrated every year during the first Friday 
in the month of Chithrai in memory of Jayanthan. 
Tirupattur is situated at a distance of 21 kilometres 
from Karaikudi, the nearest railway station. It is 
linked by bus transport with Madurai, Pudukottai, 
Ramanathapuram, Sivaganga, Tiruchirapalli and 
Thanjavur. It is the headquarters of the taluk of 
Tirupattur. Before Independence, this town was the 
Scene of several skirmishes, when Chinna Marudu the 
popular chieftain played a notable role in opposing the 
British. 


The temple covers an area of 15 acres and has a 
beautiful vimanam over the sanctum with attractive 
plaster figures on it. It has four prakarams and three 
sanctum sanctorum. The presiding deity Sri Thiru- 
thalinathar is a Swayambu Lingam facing east. His 
divine consort is known as Sri Sivakami Amman. 
There are separate sanctum for Sri Natarajar, Thiru- 
mal, Thirumagal and Agastheeswarar. Pushpavanes- 
wari alias Sapthamadhar, Angalaparameswari, Anja- 
neyar and Navagrahas are the other deities installed in 
the temple. A noteworthy feature is the existence of 
a separate shrine for Yoga Bairavar in the posture 
of meditation in the northern prakaram, facing west. 
It is rarely found in other Siva temples. Several 
attractive idols are found made of panchalogam, of 
which those of Sri Ramar, Sita Devi and Lakshmanar 
deserve special mention. The sacred konnai tree is 
the sthalaviruksham of the temple. 
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Several stone inscriptions are found on the walls 
of the temple and they refer to this sthalam as 
* Kerala Singa Vala Nattu Brahmatheyamana Tiru- 
pattur'. The presiding deity of the temple is known 
as Sri Thalipparamesurar, Thiruthaliyandanayanar, 
Kailasamudaiyanayanar and Thiruthali Perumanadi- 
gal while his consort is Known as Sri Kamakkotta- 
mudaiya Масһіаг and  Thiruppaliyarai Nachiar. 
Inscriptions are important historical records and 
furnish interesting information regarding the landed 
endowments and other gifts made to the temple by 
many devotees. 


Poojas are performed five times daily by heredi- 
tary Brahmin priests, who are in the enjoyment of 
service inam lands. The temple owns antique jewellery 
in gold, silver and diamond worth about Rs. 1,12,998/- 
of which the pathakkams studded with costly 
stones and pearls deserve special mention. The temple 
owns extensive landed properties, the income from 
which is spent for its general maintenance. The 
annual hundi collections amount to Rs. 200/- while its 
income under archana and abishega charges is Rs. 450/- 
per annum. There are three big Cars, two Rathams, 
two Palanquins and several vahanas made of wood 
found in the temple, besides three silver Rishabams 
and two Kedayams. 


Vinayaka Chathurthi, Navarathri, Karthigai 
Deepam, Sivarathri, Thiruvadhirai, Vaikasi Visakam 
and Jayanthan pooja are the regular annual festivals 
celebrated in this temple. Jayanthan Pooja is the 
most important, attended by 10,000 people. 


The temple is managed by the head of the Kunna- 
kudi-Tiruvannamalai Adheenam, the hereditary 
trustee of the temple, under the control of the Anju- 
koil Devasthanam of Kunnakudi. 


78 KUNNAKUDI 


Sri Shanmuganathar temple 


About 14 kilometres from Karaikudi in Tirupat- 
tur taluk is Kunnakudi which is noted for its hill 
temple dedicated to Lord Muruga. It is said that 
Kunnakudi derived its name from the sacred hillock 
or kundru in the town. The place is also known by 
different names such as Mayuranagaram, Arasava- 
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nam, Krishnanagaram and Mayuragiri. It is connec- 


ted with Karaikudi by bus. 


Apart from the shrine on the hillock, there is a 
cave temple dedicated to Siva at the foot of the hill on 
the western side. The hill temple has a five tier gopuram. 
The image of six faced Muruga popularly known as 
Shanmuga, mounted on His peacock and facing east is 
seen in the sanctum sanctorum. His consorts Valli 
and Deivayanai are on His either side. To the south 
of the sanctum sanctorum, the impressive festiva) idol 
of Sri Shanmuga is placed in the beautiful Alankara 
mandapam. There аге sannadhis for Sri Meenakshi 
Sundareswarar, Vinayakar, Dakshinamurthy, Kuzhan- 
dai Vadivelar, Kuthapiran, Navagrahas, Chandeswarar 
etc. In the front mandapam the images of Veerabahn 
and Idumban are installed. 


Saint Arunagirinathar has sung in praise of this 
temple in bis Thirupugazh. According to the temple 
authorities the name of Marudu Pandyan has been en- 
graved at the foot ofthe festival idol. The God of 
this temple is believed to grant liberally the prayers of 
His devotees. Naturally a number of endowments 
have been made by the rulers and people of the region. 
The temple bas silver and golden Rathams, diamond 
head dress for the diety, gold kavacham etc. About 
Rs, 15,000 is received annually from hundi collections. 
The temple possesses a number of vahanas. 


Among the many festivals celebrated in the temple, 
Thaipoosam, Panguni Uthiram and Karthigai Soma- 
varam are important. During Thaipoosam and Pan- 
guni Uthiram, Ther, silver and golden Rathams will be 
used to take the deity in procession. About 30,000 
devotees congregate here for these festivals. Some go 
round the hill on these occasions with great venera- 
tion. Many come with Pal kudam, Pal Kavadi and 
Agni kavadiand have darshan ofthe Lord. Poojas 
are performed six times daily by priests belonging to 
Sivachariar community. The temple is now admini- 
stered by Sri Kunrakudi Adigal. 


The cave temple dedicated to Siva at the foot of 
the hillock is of great archaeological and artistic value. 
Sri R. Nagaswamy, Director of Archaeology , Govern- 
ment of Madras has analysed the salient archaeologi- 
cal features of the temple in an article entitled “Some 
contributions of the Pandya to South Indian Art" in 
the journal Artibus Asiae, (Institute of Fine Arts; 


(IPAESUI Гү) JEPUBYSEUOG 116 


SRI THIRUTHALINATHAR TEMPLE 


Thiruthalinathar 

Nandhi 

Nata rajar, Sivakami & Manickavasagar 
Subramaniar, Valli & Deivayanai 
Vinayagar 

Ма Маг 

Dakshinamcorthy 

Sapthamadhars 

Somaskandhar 

Yaruna Devar 


Viswanathar & Visalakshi 


TIRUPPATTUR. 
( Not to Scale ) 


Thirupugazh Tamil Sangam 


Mandapam 


INDEX TO NUMBERS 
Sihalaviruksham (Sarakonrai) 
Agasthya Lingam 
Mahalakshmi 
Maha Vishnu & Bhudevi 
Chandikeswarar 
Durgai Amman 
Natarajar & Sivakami Ambal (Moolavar) 
Jayanthar 
Balipeedam 
Dwajasthambam 
Vahana Mandapam 


Madapalli 

Subramaniar, Valli & Deivayanai 
Vanniyadi Vinuyagar 

Bairavar 

Nageswarar 

Mandapam 

Navagrahas 

Elephant Siable 

Yagasalai 

Sivakami Amba! 


Palliarai 


CENSUS- "T— 


xut; ou) UJIMA Ipnyeuuny ye ə[düutə) ц ou JO Мом V 


~ 3 +: 


Te 
1 >e ORNS OS 


A side view of Sri Shanmuganathar temple, Kunnakudi 
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New York University), Quarterly Asian Art and 
Archaeology for scholars and connoisseurs vol. XXVII, 
3. The relevant extract which is of interest to research 
workers is given below :— 


“Two miles away from Pillayarpatti is Kunnakudi, 
well known for its hillside temple of Subramania. On 
the western slope of the same hill, at ground level, 
are three closely set excavated caves in a line, 
their natural facades hidden behind later structures. 
The first has several sculptures; the second 
doorway guardians and one interior deity; 
while the third has none. To the right of the first 
cave and on line with it is carved a seated figure in 
yogic pose. The head wears a Jatabhara, or low coiffure. 
On the figure’s right is a longhandled axe. Locally this 
being is known as Agasthya and it has also been called 
*'the axe-bearing Rama,” Parasurama. However the 
only saint known to South Indian artists who is inti- 
mately connected with Siva and holds the Parasu 
battle-axe as his emblem is Chandikeswara, invariably 
represented in Siva temples. The Agamas describe 
Various iconographic types; the representation shown 
here, in the Dhyana pose, is attested nowhere else. 


The first саме is rectangular in plan, like the 
Pallava ones with its sanctum and a rock-cut Siva- 
linga scooped out of the center of the rear wall. Its 
facade is of the so-called Mahendra type with two 
square pillars; the sculptures are placed on the side 
walls. On the left side is carved the Garudantika 
form of Vishnu. The god is here given four 
arms, of which the upper pair hold the Sankha and 
Cakra; the lower right hand rests on the hip, and 
the left elbow rests on the shoulder of the attendant 
Garuda. This posture of Vishnu recalls that of the 
Vrsabhantika bronze from Tiruvenkadu, now in the 
Tanjore Art Gallery*. The lord is shown with a 
high Kirita, a thin upavita or sacred thread, and 
a girdle, Udarabandha. The (Sankha) conch 
and wheel have prominent flames and are shown 
parallel to the wall plane, instead of with their edges 
to the front as in early Pallava sculptures. The 
antariya skirt is ankle-length. 


On Vishnu’s left Garuda stands with arms crossed 
over his chest in the Vinaya pose of humility. There 
are no wings or beak; his head is inclined slightly to 
his left, topped by a low coronet. 
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On the left side of the sanctum, facing the front, 
is carved a triad centering on the tall figure of Siva 
as Lingapuranadeva. Here he has four arms; 
the upper two hold the parasu and mriga (axe and 
anetelope) attributes, while the lower are in the 
Varada and Katyavalambita positions. On 
the head is a Jatabhara low coiffure instead of the 
highpiled Jatamakuta. А garland crosses the 
thighs, all below it being rendered in low relief as is 
the Linga. The top portion of the Linga is shown 
with an arch and a garland. On Siva's right Brahma 
stands in the anjali pose of worship, distinguished by 
his three heads and a miniature swan above him. His 
upper two arms hold aksamala and kundika, rosary 
and water-pot. On the other side a four-armed Vishnu 
stands in the same pose, holding his characteristic 
conch and wheel; however there is no miniature boar 
to match the swan. 


On the wall to the right of the entrance are carved 
two sculptures, an eight-armed Durga and a four-armed 
Harihara. The goddess stands on the head of 
a buffalo, holding various emblems. Her lowest left 
arm is bent across her body, holding a flaming fire 
between her breasts, a detail not often seen. The right 
arm, extended in the Varada pose, seems to point to a 
small seated figure below who is cutting off his head, 
evidently to offer а Navakanda sacrifice. The corres- 
ponding figure on the other side kneels with 
folded hands. Above the head of the Devi extends an 
aureole. 


The Harihara holds Parasu and Sankha as the 
attributes of Siva and Vishnu. The lowered right hand 
makes the Abhaya Mudra while the left rests on the 
hip. The head-dress on the right is Siva’s Jatamakuta 
and his under-garment a short tiger's-skin; on Vishnu's 
side one sees instead a Kirifa crown anda Nilamsuka 
skirt reaching to below the knee. Unlike the 
Harihara of  Pillaiyarpatti, this one has по 
attendants. 


On the right side wall is an excellent sculpture of 
an eight-armed Natesa, Siva here holds in three 
of his right hands the Damaru drum, the Parasu, 
and the Vrsadhvaja or bull banner (or perhaps the 
trisula), while the fourth makes the Tarjani Mudra 
with the index finger raised in warning. The upper 


* R. Nagaswamy, Trans. of the Archaeol, Soc. of So. India, Madras, 1959-60, 
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left arm is extended in the Lambahasta pose (outstret- 
ched arm). The next hand holds something like a 
book, the third fire in torch form and the bottom most 
a cobra. The bent right leg is held on tiptoe behind 
the left. The Jata (matted hair) moves sidewards and 
downwards and the head is gracefully inclined to 
maintain the rhythm of the composition. There is no 
Apasmara demon underfoot but a dwarf musician on 
either side, one playing Kudamusa (a type of drum) and 
the other cymbals. Above extends a wide-arching 
aureole edges with flames. 


Unfortunately all these sculptures have been 
plastered and painted in recent years. 


The other faces of the side walls are also carved. 
Two door guardians with heavy clubs are shown, one 
on either side. On the left-hand wall, beyond the 
dwarapalaka, is shown a four-armed figure standing 
erect, which fortunately has escaped restoration. 
The emblems in the upper pair of hands are unclear; 
the lower right makes the Abhaya Mudra and the left 
rest on the hip. The earrings are heavy; a broad 
necklace enriches the neck and there is an emphatic 
Upavita. Closer examination reveals that the figure 
must represent Subramania, the South Indian equiva- 
lent of Karttikeya, the god of war. The attributes 
held, though indicated only as faint outlines, may be 
identified as a cock, Kukkuta, in the right hand and a 
Fajra in the left. The treatment of the head-dress, 
draperies, etc. is consistent with the Subramania typ2 
found in early Pallava and Chola sculptures. Figures 
similar to this are a Subramania image in the Trimurti 
cave and a bronze of the Pallava-Chola transition now 
worshipped at Tandanthottam village, Kumbakonam 
Taluk*. Most Subramania figures wear across the 
upper body the crossed lines of the Channavira instead 
of the sacred thread, but the use, as here of the 
Upavita is known elsewhere, though rare. Thus there 
is now in Gangaikonda-cholapuram a beautiful bronze 
figure of Subramania wearing the Ораупа, which 
holds in its upper hands the cock and the thunderbolt 
(on left and right respectively) and in the lower one a 
shield.t 


This suggested identification of a Subramania 
in the first cave is reinforced by the presence on 
the corresponding opposite wall of Siva's other great 
son, Gar esa. 
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The second Kunnakkudi cave resembles the first 
in plan but has only one interior sculpture apart from 
the door guardians; a group showing the Garudantika 
Vishnu on the left-hand wall of the hall (i.e. in the 
same position as the Vishnu and Garuda in the first 
cave), here is luckily unrestored. The god stands 
in the **hip-shot" Tribhanga pose, wearing a high 
crown and across his breast—by a very unusual substi- 
tution- a channavira. Of the attributes held by the 
upper arms only the conch—now without flames—is 
preserved. The lower left elbow again rests on 
Garuda’s shoulder, while the right arm is bent and 
makes a Mudra suggesting the Varada. A slender, 
long garland of beads hanging from the left shoulder 
almost as far as the right ankle is probably a 
Vanamala. The attendant stands in the same 
asymmetrical pose as his lord, with arms crossed in 
the Vinaya fashion; he wears a peculiar cap and is 
shown winged. | 


Between the second and third caves the rock face 
contains a small Sivalinga carved in low relief. 


The third cave, otherwise like the first and second, 
is totally devoid of sculptures. 


On a pillar of the first cave there is an old 
inscription in Vattaluttu characters which gives the 
name of the temple as Masileechuram.  Paleographic 
considerations place it and the cave in the eighth or 
ninth centuries A.D. 


Certain general features of the Kunnakudi 
sculptures deserve mention. The figures are flatly 
conceived and heavily treated. They show ап archaic 
tendency in the treatment of bodily features. The 
Varada Mudra is made with the fingers closed. 
Attendant figures are common. Though certain set 
patterns have evolved in representing the deities, 
variations are still possible ". 


81 PILLAYARPATTI 
Sri Karpaga Vinayakar Temple 
At a distance of about 11 kilometres from Karai- 


kudi railway station lies a small village known as 
Pillayarpatti which derives its name from an image of 


* R. Nageswamy, “Some Adavallan and other bronzes”, Lalitkala, New Delhi, 10, 1963. 


і С. Sivaramamurti. The Chola Temples, New Delhi, 1960. 
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The shrine of Pillayar at the top of the hill 


Sri Shanmuganathar, the presiding deity 
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A view of Sri Karpaga Vinayakar temple with the huge tank at Pillayarpatti 


Gopuram view of the temple 


The rock-cut image of Sri Karpaga Vinayakar, the Moolavar 


The rock-cut image of Sri Karpaga Vinayakar, the Moolavar (a closer view) 
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Lord Ganesa carved on the wall of the ancient rock- 
cut cave temple in the village. In the heart of the 
village is the temple with its picturesque tank. 
Dedicated to the favourite and powerful God in the 
Hindu Pantheon, Pillayarpatti’s temple is popular in 
the region and attracts a large number of devotees at 
all times. 


It is opined that the original rock-cut temple was 
buiit by the Pallava King Narasimha Varman during 
the 642-668 A.D. He is said to have directed his 
artisans to carve out the images of Lord Ganesa, a 
Lingam known as Thiruveesar with himself between 
the two Gods. Other views are also held about the 
temple. The Nattukottai Nagarathar community have 
been evincing a keen interest in the expansion and 
upkeep of this temple. According to the sthalapura- 
nam published by Sri Sa. Ganesan, the temple has 
been under the care of the Nagarathar community 
from the 13th century onwards. Before the cave 
temple, a big wall was constructed with a doorway. 
Vimanams were built over the sanctum of Lord Ganesa 
and Sri Thiruveesar. A rajagopuram was also 
constructed at the Pillayar sannadhi. Later to the 
north of the cave temple and adjoiniag it came up the 
temple of Sri Marudeesar which has an inspiring 
rajagopuram. 


The entire temple occupies an area of about 
14 cents. The chief deities of the temple аге Sri 
Karpaga Vinayakar also known as Sri Desi Vinayaka 
Pillayar, Sri Thiruveesar, Sri Sivakami Amman, the 
divine consort of Thiruveesar and Sri Vadamalar 
Mangai, the consort of Sri Marudeesar. The sketch of 
the temple given separately will enable to have a clear 
idea of the lay out. : 


As already mentioned, the cave temple consists of 
two rock-cut shrines. The east facing shrine contains 
the rock-cut Linga. The other facing north has the 
image of Ganesa carved on the south wall. Lord 
Ganesa or Pillayar is seated with two arms, the left 
being placed on the waist and the right holding a 
Modhaka. The trunk is turned to the right, as is 
usual in early Ganesa sculptures. A noteworthy 
feature of the Ganesa sculpture is the absence of 
upavita or holy thread and representation of three 
strands as udarabandha. | 
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The festival idolsmade of panchaloga which were 
excavated about 70 years ago during the renovation of 
the temple are said to belong to the lith century. 
Devotees especially females observe Chathurthi Vra- 
tham and worship Lord Ganesa in this temple. 
Among the festivals celebrated in the temple, the ten 
day Brahmothsavam in the Tamil month of Vaikasi 
(May-June), ^ Vinayaka Chathurthi in Avani (August- 
September) and Thiruvadhirai in Margazhi (December- 
January) are important. The Vinayaka Chathurthi 
festival is celebrated for ten days with great 
eclat. The deity is taken in procession round the 
Streets on all the days in different vahanas. Hundreds 
of devotees worship the God during this festival. There 
are 16 vahanas, a Palanquin and a Ther. There are 
која plated and silver plated Mushika vahanam (ban~ 
dicoot mount) the Chief mount of Lord Ganesa. 
During Thiruvadhirai festival the idols of Lord 
Nataraja and goddess Sivakami are taken in procession. 
The accounts relating to the landed property of the 
temple are read out to the public on this occasion. 
This is based on the belief that Lord Nataraja recon- 
ciled his consort to himself after a feigned separation 
by reading out the details of his property. The temple 
has an annual income of Rs. 2,000 from landed 
property. А Brahmin priest of the Sivachariar com-- 
munity does poojas five times in a day. The temple 
which comes under the control of the Hindu Religious 
and Charitable Endowments (Administration) Depart- 
ment is managed by a Board of trustees with sixteen 
members. Two more temples dedicated to Kongu 
Nachi Amman and Ayyanar come Unde the adminis- 
tration of this Devasthanam. =- 


There are a number of inscriptions in this ancient 
temple. Some scholars have made special studies of 
the origin and archaeological importance of the temple. 
In this connection, an extract from an article entitled, 
“Some contributions of the Pandya to South Indian 
Art ", by Sri R. Nagaswamy, Director of Archaeology, . 
Government of Madras which appeared in the journal 
** Artibus Asiae " (Institute of Fine Arts, New York 
University), Quarterly of Asian Art and Archaeology 
for Scholars and Connoisseurs, Vol. XXVII, 3, which 
may be of interest to research workers in the field is 
reproduced below :— 


* [tis clear that the Pandya, in addition to their 
military and political power, made significant contri- 
butions to South. Indian Ап. А case in point is the 
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cave temple at Pillaiyarpatti, about seven miles from 
Karaikkudi railway station and forty-eight from 
Madurai, which is important both for its sculptures 
and for an inscription. < 


A beautiful Ganesa is carved facing the entrance, 
which is oriented towards the north. The figure, 
referred to as ““Desivinayakar” in the cave's inscrip- 
tion, is still widely worshipped in the area. Its 
iconographic type is interesting in that there are only 
two arms and the trunk turns to the right, 


The other panel in the same wall has a unique 
two-armed image, crowned with a high head- 
dress. The розе is the  Samabhanga, straight- 
standing; the- left hand rests on the hip in the 
Katyavalambita position, while the opened right makes 
the Varada gesture of boon-giving. The figure is 
flanked by two standing attendants, The absence of 
any conventional distinguishing marks has made it 
difficult to identify the group convincingly. The 
suggestion has been made that the central figure is the 
portrait of a Pallava king*, but against this stands the 
unlikelihood that Pallava rule was ever established in 
the region. In addition, this theory fails to account for 
the two attendants. 


Another suggestion is that main figure is Siva or 
Subrahmaniat. Nothing substantiates the second 
name. Asto the first, a close study reveals certain 
differences in the treatment of the head-dress on the 
two sides. The right side is a beautiful Jatamakuta, 
high-piled hair, while the left has an elegant 
Kirita crown. Only to representations familiar 
to Indian iconography justify such a composite head- 
dress. One is the figure of Ardanarisvara, the half- 
male, half-femate manifestation of Lord Siva. There, 
however, though the right side of the head bears the 
Jatamakuta, the crown on the other side has the 
Karandamakuta form, composed of inverted pot shapes, 
rather than the Kirita. In addition, of course, the left 
half of the body is conspicuously female. Itis the 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


other representation, Harihara, the composite of 
Vishnu and Siva, that seems to have been intended 
here, since the Kirita is always Vishnu’s headgear. 


In other instances, Hahihara figures are usually 
shown with four arms; the right upper hand wielding 
the Parasu, Siva’s battle-axe and the upper left holding 
the Chakra, Vishnu's wheel emblem. Sometimes other 
attributes are held instead, helping to identify the right. 
side as Siva and the left as Vishnu; and occasionally 
the lower garment may also be treated so as to mark 
the difference. The right leg will wear a tiger's skin 
reaching to the middle of the thigh, while the left will 
have a silken garment reaching to the ankle. However, 
Harihara figures are also found with the lower garment 
treated alike on both sides, as for example on the 
northern face of the Dharmarajaratha at Mamalla- 
puram. The Pillaiyarpatti image is of this sort, since 
its lower garment is ankle-length on both sides. The 
difference in the two sides of the head-dress is véry pro- 
nounced; and the belt, Udarabandha, is shown only 
around the right half. As we have seen, there are only 
two arms, without emblems. 


Who are the attendant deities? Since the right 
half of the main figure is Siva and the left Vishnu, it is 
likely that the attendant on the right is Candesa and 
the other Garuda. At Badami a beautiful Harihara 
figure is flanked by the two god's respective consorts, 
dwarfs}. Itis thus clear that the idea of presenting 
attendant deities on either side of a Harihara is well 
attested. Inthe Pillaiyarpatti sculpture, the lefthand 
figure is readily identifiable as a Garuda, even though 
it lacks wings and a pointed beak. The hands are held 
across the chest in an attitude of submission ; there are 
many Garudantikamurti representations where Garuda 
is shown in almost the same pose. If so, one would 
expect the figure on the right to be Nandikesvara. In 
South India, however, the latter is represented in early 
caves as one of the entrance guardians; he is distins 
guished by his horned crown and is familary known as 
the borned Dvarapalaka**. Since the present figure has 


* Annual Report on South Indian Epigraphy, 1937 p. 59.'* On the north wall of this shrine is a panel containing an unfinished 
image of an unidentifiable deity (2) with two arms i.e. the Lingodhava of our fig. 3), This seems to have been left incomplete for some 
unknown reason and the same figure is compeletely sculptured in detail in another panel to the south of the entrance into the shrine. It 
consists of a tall. well-knit standing figure, probably of God Siva with two arms, the left in the Katyavalambita and the right in the 
Varada pose. The folds of the lower garment and the Yajnopavita passing over the right elbow proclaim the archaic nature of the 
sculpture. The coiffure is in the Jatamakuta style. This is an obvious error, for only the right side is Jatamakuta, the left being a 
Kirita closely similar to the crown of an Anantasayi Visnu in the rock-cut cave at Tirumayam, not far from Pillaiyarpatti. On either 
side of the god isa devotee with hands joined in worship. The identity or sex of these attendants is not possible to decide owing to the 
damage condition of the figures. Popularly they are understood to represent a certain mythical king called Nandaraja and his queen, 
to whom is attributed the excavation of several other caves in the region." The same account ascribes the cave’s inscription to the 7th 
century. See also Sa. Ganesan, Pillaiyarpatti (in Tamil), Karaikkudi, 1952, 

1 C. Sivaramumurthi, Kalugumalai and Parly Pandyan Rockcut Caves, Bombay, 1961 

1 T. A. Gopinatha Rao, Elements of Hindu iconography, Madaras, 1916 


** C, Sivaramamurthi, Royal Conquest and Cultural migrations in South India and the Deccan, Calcutta, 1955 
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Image of Lord Nataraja in the temple 


Sri Thiruveesar near the Moolavar 


An interesting panel in the temple. It is said to depict a Pallava King 
with two attendants 
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no such attribute, I propose to identify it as the South 
Indian saint Candesa, to whom was granted the unique 
privilege of being always by the side of his Lord, as the 
guardian deity of Saivite temple property. As late as 
1he twelfth century A. D. all temple transactions were 
carried out in his name. Two version of the relation- 
ship between God and worshipper are familiar in South 
Indian Art. The kneeling figure of the saint, found 
from the early Pallava temples on, is the basis for the 
so-called Candesanugrahamurti aspect of Siva*. The 
standing figure, which identifies the Candesantika- 
murti, is also fairly well known, though the less 
popular of the two. In the Dharmarajaratha at 
Mamallapuram two groups iÀ the second story show 
Siva as Candesantikamurti and Vishnu as Garudantika- 
murti. Thelatter group is repeated at the Arjuna- 
ratha. What we see at Pillaiyarpatti is apparently 
a version not known elsewhere, in which the two 
standing worshippers are combined with the dual 
image of Harihara. 


The third Pillaiyarpatti sculpture is on the side 
wall of the sanctum. It also is two armed, with the 
same hand positions as the  Harihara but is 
shown only as far down as the waist. Except that the 
head-dress is a complete Jatamakuta, there is a close 
resemblance throughout to the Harihara. The absence 
of both emblems and attendant is an apparent obstacle 
to identification; however the figure is clearly a Lingod- 
bhavamurti; Siva manifest in the Linga, since the por- 
tion below the waist shows the outline of square pillar. 
"Though this iconographic type, ín which the top of the 
Linga is not carved with the swan and boar forms 
of Brahma and Visnu respectively is rare, it is 
found elsewhere in the Pandya region. At Kunnakkudi, 
not far from Pillaiyarpatti, another Lingodbhava is 
represented with the portioh below the waist shown— 
though - faintly—as a square pillar; there Brahma and 
Visnu take the forms of attendants on either side in the 
attitude of adoration. At another nearby site, Tiruma- 
yam, an early Pandya cave has a still different variant, 
in which the Linga is a cylindrical pillar reaching from 
ground to ceiling with a two-armed Siva emerging 
from the waist up at its centre. Again the presence of 
the other two gods is merely implied. | 


The Pillaiyarpatti sanctum is excavated in the Gaja- 
prsta or *'elephant-back " form facing east, with a 
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rock-cut Linga at its centre. The inscription, which 
makes the shrine a landmark in South Indian archaeo- 
logy, is found on a pilaster on the left side of the 
sanctum and mentions “Ikkatturu, Kotturu, Ainjan"— 
probably the person responsible for the excavation. 
It has been claimed by the inscription's first. publisher 
that it is ** in archaic Vatteluttu characters of about the 
seventh century A. D.j. This opinion is however, 
based neither on paleographic principles nor on any 
historic event, but merely on a conclusion drawn from 
the inscription of Mabendravarman Pallava (са. 
600-630) at the Mandagapattu cave. The latter states 
that ** King Vicitracitta (one ofthe titles of Mahendra) 
caused this temple dedicated to Brahma, Visnu, and 
Siva to be made without the use of brick, wood, metal 
or mortar." This has been interpreted as indicating 
that Mahendra claimed to be the first to make an 
important use of stone in religious architecture; it is 
argued that earlier buildings, in the perishable mate- 
rials “ brick, wood, metal, and mortar", have failed to 
Survive because of the passage of time and the climate 
of the South. 


Paleographically, on the other hand, the Pillaiyar- 
patti inscription is akin even to the Brahmi inscriptions 
found in the natural caverns of the Tamil area, ascribed 
to the second and third centuries A. D. It is almost 
unthinkable that it should post-date Mahendra, the 
so-called introducer of rock-cut shrines ; even the script 
employed by the latter's grandfather Simhavarman is 
much more evolved and should be a century or two 
later. This assumption is justified by the admitted 
fact that the Pillaiyarpatti inscription is in “ archaic 
characters ". Since it is found inside the cave shrine, 
it almost unquestionably refers to the excavation, which 
at the latest should thus be placed around the fifth 
century. 


As for the Mandagapattu inscription, a more 
reasonable interpretation of Mahendra's statement is 
that most of the earlier temples in the Tamil country 
has been built of all five materials, including stone; 
the Pallava King merely claimed that he had at 
Mandagapattu used stone only, dispensing with the 
other four. The absence of early structures in South India 
is not due only to the employment of perishable 
materials, but also to the practice of renovation. АМ 
the early temples were sanctified by the visits of Saiva 


* C. Meenakshi, “A Pallava Sculpture of Candesanugrabamurti" Journal of the Benares Hindu University, П, 1938. 


t Ann. Rep. So. Indian Epig., 1936. 
1 Epigraphia Indica, XVII, 17. 
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and Vaisnaya saints and so underwent a number of 
renovations in succeeding generations. An example is 
the Nataraja temple of Chidambaram, in which the 
Chola family deity was housed from very ancient 
times; yet there is no such cult structure now extent 
which can be ascribed to a time earlier than Raja Raja I 
or Rajendra I (i.e. prior to about A. D. 1050). 


If the above suggestion is accepted, a reorientation 
in the study of South Indian art and archaeology will 
become necessary. Further research is clearly justified." 


103 TIRUKOSHTIYUR 


Sri Sowmya Narayana Perumal temple 


Tirukoshtiyur is a famous Vaishnavite pilgrim 
centre of Pandya Nad. It is located on the 16th mile 
Stone of the Tirupattur-Sivaganga road, It is a fertile 
village, surrounded by several hillocks. The river 
Manimuthar flows at a distance of about a mile and 
a half to the south of the temple. Buses ply frequently 
from Madurai, Tirupattur, Sivaganga and Karaikudi to 
this place. 


The term “Thirukku Otti’ in Tamil refers to 
getting rid of one's sins and hence the name Tiru- 
koshtiyur. It is believed that devotees who visit this 
sthalam will get rid of their sins and receive the Lord's 
blessings. 
here that Thirumal, Brahma, Indra and Rudra met as 
a group or 'Koshti' before the destruction of the 
demon Hiranya. It is said that the temple was in 
existence even before the period of Sri Ramanuja. 
There are several stone inscriptions here. 


Renovations were made to this ancient temple by 
the Pandya kings and the kings of Tanjore. The temple 
covers an area of 0°50 acre. It has a 85 feet high 
six-tiered pagoda and an ashtanga vimanam, 96 feet in 
height with a golden kalasam at its top. A noteworthy 


feature of this shrine is that just like the Tanjore, > 


Gopuram, here also the shadow of the ashtanga‘ 
vimanam never falls on the ground. The holy Amara 
Pushkarani is the sacred theertham here. 


The presiding deity of this shrine Sri Parama 
Padhanathar with bis consorts Sri Devi and Bhu Devi 
is in a lying posture. There are beautiful vigrahas, one 
depicting the fight between Lord Narasimha and 


Another view on the origin is that it was . 
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Hiranyasura and the other showing the destruction of 
Hiranyasura by the Lord in the northern prakaram 
outside the temple. A peculiar feature of this temple is 
the presence of a Swayambu Lingam, dedicated to 
Sarabeswarar which is rare in a Vaishnavite shrine. 
Besides this, the ashtanga vimanam which is a wonder- 
ful piece of architecture contains several emblems of 
Lord Siva, which testifies to the harmonious relation- 
ship of Saivism and Vaishnavism . prevalent in those 
days. There are several uthsava vigrahas here, for Sri 
Madhavar alias Sowmya Narayana Perumal and Ubaya 
Nachiars all made of silver. The idol of Sri Nindra 
Nayanar who is also known as Sri Nirai Nambi and 
Upendhrar is in a standing posture. The uthsavamurthy 
of the presiding deity is in a sitting posture. Sri Yoga 
Narasimhar is seated on the Narasimha mandapam. 
There are also separate sannadhis here for the goddess 
Sri Andal, Ramar, Krishnar and Ramanujar. 


For this sacred place, there is sthalapuranam in 
Sanskrit. There are also several works in prose and. 
verse relating to this place. Tirukoshtiyur has also 
been praised in the Mangalasasanam by saints Pariyal- 
war, Thirumangaialwar, Peyalwar, Bhoothathalwar and 
Thirumazhisaialwar. There is an interesting legend 
according to which Sri Ramanujar, who learnt the 
divine Thirumandhiram from Sri Tirukoshtiyur 
Nambigal with great pains, had gone to him eighteen 
times to learn it. He showed his essential disinterested- 
ness by revealing the Thirumandhiram to others in the 
larger interest of humanity, despite his Guru’s strict 
instructions that the disclosure of the Thirumandhiram 
to others would lead him to Hell. 


Poojas are performed six times а day by heredi- 
tary Bhattachariars according to the principles laid 
down in the Vaikanasa Agamam. Besides inam lands, 
these Bhattachariars are entitled to a portion of the 
offerings of the devotees. The temple owns antique 
jewellery in gold, silver and diamonds worth about 
Rs. 3,43,262/- and these were donated by ancient kings 
and devotees. Jewels of importance are the rathna 
kirectams of the Perumal, Sri Devi and Bhu Devi, gold 
head ornaments of the moolavar and uthsavar, the 
pathakkam and chandraharam. The landed properties 
of the temple include a few acres of wet and dry lands, 
which are leased out for an annual rent,, apart from 
the dastic allowance of Rs. 26,670/- given by the, 
Government. This amount is utilised towards the 
payment of salaries to the temple servants, for the 
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The Rajagopuram of the Thirukoshtiyur temple 


A view of the beautiful Ashtanga Vimanam from the outer prakaram 


, 


Entrance leading to the shrine of Sowmya Narayana Perumal 
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A side view of the vimanam 


Another view of the Ashtanga Vimanam 


A closer view of the Vimanam 


The image of Sri Devi now kepi in the prakaram 


The image of Sri Bhudevi in the prakaram 
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SRI KOTRAVALEESWARAR TEMPLE 


KOVILUR (Karaikudi) 
(Not to Scale) 
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Madhupusbkarani Theertham 
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RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


conduct of daily poojas and periodical festivals of the 
temple and for its upkeep and general maintenance. 
The other sources of income to the temple are the hundi 
collections amounting to Rs. 300/- and the charges 
levied for performing archanas, abishegas, etc., coming 
up to Rs. 500/-. 

The tempie also possesses Thers, a Ratham, an 
ivory Palanquin, a silver Elephant vahanam and 7 
other vahanas viz., Lion, Anjaneyar, Garuda, Elephant, 
Horse, Sesha and Swan. 


Chithrai  Brahmothsavam, Vaikasi Vasantha 
uthsavam, Nambigal uthsavam, Adi Pooram, Pavith- 
rothsavam,  Purattasi  Navarathri, Vijayadhasami, 
Iyppasi Tholu uthsavam, Margazhi Manavala Mamuni 
uthsavam, Athyayana uthsavam, Vaikunta Ekadasi, 
Masi Theppa uthsavam and Panguni uthiram are the 
regular annual festivals celebrated by the temple, of 
which the Chithrai Brahmothsavam, Vaikunta Ekadasi 
and Masi Theppa uthsavam are the most important 
ones, which attract a crowd of not less than 10,000 
devotees from far and near. Besides this, all 
Saturdays in the month of Purattasi are considered 
sacred by the devotees and they strongly believe 
that an offering of Pongal (Thaligai) to Perumal 
during these days will enable them to get His 
blessings. 

The temple is administered by the Sivaganga 
Raja, who is the only hereditary trustee. 


114 KOVILUR 

Sri Kotravaleeswarar Temple 

Kovilur is noted for its ancient and famous Siva 
temple dedicated to Srt Kotravaleeswarar, who is an 
installed Lingam. His divine consort is known as Sri 
Thirunellai Amman. The old temple here, said to 
have been built by the reputed Pandya King Sri Veera- 
sekhara Pandya, presents an inspiring view. 


Legend has it that once the Pandya King who 
came here on a hunting expedition got separated from 
his retinue while chasing a, deer. The deer suddenly 
disappeared on the very spot where the temple stands 
now. The disappointed king who felt thirsty drank 
the water from the sacred Madhupushkarani nearby. 
He rested under a big vanni tree and soon fell asleep. 
At that time a Rishi was doing penance near the spot. 
The King wokeup suddenly, on hearing a huge noise 
and saw the Rishi fighting for his life with a tiger. 
Immediately he searched for his sword, but could not 
find it. He came to the rescue of the Rishi with his 
bare hands risking his life. To his surprise, the Rishi 
and the tiger disappeared all of a sudden. Meanwhile, 
the King’s attendants arrived there searching for him. 


26 
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The King and his followers looked out for the sword 
and were wonder-struck when they found it by the 
side of a beautiful Lingam. The King at once erected 
a temple and installed the Lingam. From ‘that day 
onwards, the presiding deity came to be known as Sri 
Kotravaleeswarar and a sword supposed to be that of 
Sri Veerasekhara Pandya is still kept here in commem- 
oration of this incident. 


Kovilur is situated at a distance of about 20 kilo- 
metres from Tirupattur, the taluk headquarters, and 
80 kilometres from Madurai, the district headquarters, 
It is connected by both bus and train, the nearest 
railway station being Karaikudi at a distance of about 
5 kilometres. The temple which covers an area of 
1°52 acres has a single prakaram and four sanctum 
sanctorum, apart from an arthamandapam, a maha- 
mandapam and an alankara mandapam. There are 
four beautiful rajagopurams here, on all the four sides 
of the temple. The pagodas of the Swamy and Sri 
Natarajar have five tiers while those of the Amman 
and Sri Kailasanathar have only three tiers. There are 
several artistically carved stone pillars in the Amman 
sannadhi bearing the images of Sri Kangalanathar, 
Agora Veerabadrar, Shanmugar, Saraswathi, Meenakshi, 
Vallabha Ganapathy, Kali and Veerasekharapandyan, 
which are very attractive to look at. There are also 
several festival idols all made of panchalogam. The 
sacred vanni tree is the sthalaviruksham of the temple. 


Poojas are performed four times daily by heredi- 
tary Brahmin priests, who are in the enjoyment of 
service inam lands. The temple owns modern 
jewellery in gold, silver and diamond worth about Rs. 
1,59,967/- mostly donated by devotees, of which the 
stone-studded diamond Thirumangalyam of the 
Amman deserves special mention. The landed proper- 
ties of the temple comprise about 16.06 acres of 
wet lands, apart from a cocoanut grove of 10:32 acres, 
which fetch an annual income of about Rs. 8,000/- by 
way of rent; this sum is utilised for its maintenance. 
The temple owns a valuable Ther, a Palanquin and as 
many as nine vahanas all made of wood, apart from 
two silver Rishabams and a Kedayam. 


Adi Pooram which spreads over a period of 11 
days, Navarathri and Thiruvadhirai are the regular 
annual festivals celebrated here. Of these, Adi Pooram 
is the most important one, when about 10,000 devotees 
from far and near congregate here. 


The temple which comes under the purview of the 
Sivaganga Devasthanam is managed by the Raja 
of Sivaganga, who is the hereditary trustee of the 
temple. 
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Location code unit 


-SL adopted for 1961 
No. Census 
No. Name 
(1) (2) (3) 
1 4 Ulagampatti 
(P) 
2 5 Manthakudi- 
patti (P) 
3 6 Neduvayal 
(Р) 
4 8 Karisalpatti 
(P) 
5 9 Dharmapatti- 
kondapala- 
yam (P) 
6 15 Piranmalai 
(P) 
7 25 Thokkur A. 
(P) 
8 26 Thokkur À. 
- (У) 


Loca! name of 


hamlet or 
village 


(4) 


Ulagampatti 


Manthakudi- 
patti 


Palaya 


Neduvayal 


K. Pudupatti 


Kariampatti 


Piranmalai 


Thokkur 


Athikkudi 
(Vadakkur) 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5 (6) 


Sri Ulaganayakar 41 
and Ulaganayaki- 
amman Temple 


(Р) 


Sri Adaikalam Not 
Katha Ayyanar known 
Temple (О) 


Sri Adirama- 200 
linga Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 

Sri Sastha Not 
Ayyanar known 
Temple (O) 

Sri Marakattur 100 
Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 

Sri Kaliyuga Not 
Ayyanar known 
Temple (O) 

Sri Pachai Not 
Mugiludaya known 
Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 

Sri Thamaraikattu Not 
Ayyanar known 


Temple (O) 


in 
acres 


0:50 


0°04 


Below 


ool 


0-06 


0°07 


0:60 


2:00 


1:25 


Principal Deity 


(8) 
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Sub-deities 


. 9) 


TIRUPATTUR 


Location 
(Nearest Railway 
Station) 


(10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Ulaga- 
nayakar 


Sri Adaikalam 
Katha 
Ayyanar 


Sri Adirama- 


linga Ayyanar 


Sri Sastha 
Ayyanar 


Sri Marakattur 
Ayyanar 


Sri Kaliyuga 
Meiya 
Ayyanar 


Sri Pachai 
Mugiludaya 
Ayyanar 


Sri Thamarai 
kattu 
Ayyanar 


Sri Ulaga- 
nayaki- 
amman 

Sri Vinayakar 

Sri Subra- 
maniar 

Sri Valli 

Deivayanai 


Sri Karuppar 


Sri Karup- 


Namana- 
samudram 
Railway station 
23 miles 


Manapparai 
Railway station 
31 miles 


Namana- 
samudram 
Railway station 
27 miles 


Manapparai 
Railway station 
26 miles 


Manapparai 
Railway station 
25 miles 


Karaikudi 


pannaswamy Junction 


Sri Karuppar 


Sri Adaika- 
lam Katha 
Ayyanar 


30 miles 


Karaikudi 
Junction 
22 miles 


do 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


TALUK 
Movable property 
Annual — 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. 
Fasli 1375 — 
by Н. В. Wet Apprai- Report- Vahanam 
& С.Е Wet Dry & Others sed by ed by 
(A) Dept. Dry . H.R.& temple 
Rs. C. B.(A 
t. 
(11) (12) (13) (44) a5» (16) (17) (18) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department 
237 T ve» ove Rooms ... 100 Rishabam 
13 Peacock 
Rice Mill Bandicoot 
200 2-00 2-25 P ог ... ... ... 
433 400 = see sro ees ase s. 
300 11°00 4:00 wee °з» Sad oe 
200 0:79 6:72 ... ase "m ... ore 
1,283 13:00 > E iem РСА > - 
598 m ... ... ... ~ aoe ... 


397 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary ~ 
Gurukkal 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Once a week 
by а hereditary 
Ambalar 


Once a. week 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Once a day 
bya hereditary 
Velar 


do 


do 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Navarathri 


Brahmothsavam 
in Panguni 


Annual festival 
in Ani 
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SI. 
No. 


a) 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


Location code unit 


adopted for 1961 КИШ оса) name of 
haml 


Census et or 
village 
No. Name 
Q (3) (4) 
27 Mahibalan- Mahibalan- 
patti (P) patti 
„ do do 
29 Olagumanga- Claguman- 
lam (V) galam 
31 Nerkuppai Nerkuppai 
(P) 
Е do do 
5; до до 
36 Sevyur (У) Sevoor 
38 Ayvinipatti(P) Avwithipatti 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
[62] (6) 
Sri Poonkundra 40 
Аууапаг 
Temple (О) 
Sri Jayamkonda- Not 


nayaki alias known 
Poonkundr- 

amman 

Temple (F) 


Not 
known 


Sri Varam 
Valangi 
Amman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Murali 100 
Katha Ayya- 
nar Temple (O) 


Sri Meenakshi 42 
Sundares- 
warar 
Temple (S) 


Sri Meenakshi 50 
Sundareswarar 
Temple (S) 
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TIRUPATTUR 
Area 17 Location 
in Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
acres station) 
(7) (8) (9) (10) 
Temples under the Hindu Religious 
0:25 Sri Poonkun- Sri Кагорраг Karaikudi 
dra Ayyanar Sri Kali- _ Junction 
amman 15 miles 
0°02 Sri Jayam- Sri Vinayakar do 
konda- Sri Ayyanar 
nayaki 
0:10 Sri Varam Sri Karuppar  Karaikudi 
Valanki Sri Kanni- Junction 
amman mar 22 miles 
Sri Changili- 
yan ` 
Sri Pidari 
Amman 
011 is Karaikudi 
Junction 
25 miles 
Sri Alaga + 
Масы 
Аттап 
0:05 Sri Murali 55 до 
Katha Ayyanar 
031 Sri Chocka- Sri Meenak- Namana- 
lingar shiamman  samudram 
Railway station 
17 miles 
001 Sri Sunda- Sri Mcenak- Karaikudi 
reswarar shiamman Junction 
16 miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


TALUK (Contd.) 


(11) (12) 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 


"Re 
Wet 
Dry & Others 
Dry 
(13) (14) (15) 


Movable property 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 
га — Керо:- Vahanam 
by ted WA 
H.R.& temp! 
. E. (. 
Dept. 
(6) (17 (8) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


756 15:00 
992 16-00 
212 6:64 
863 4:00 
729 400 
1,424 ... 


ove ove Ho 


'uses-3 


389 


422 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


019) 


Опсе а day 
by а hereditary 
Velar 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Kambar 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattar 


do 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Four times a 
day by a Bhattar 


Twice a day 
by a Gurukkal 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Festival in 
Panguni 


Annual festival in 
Panguni 
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Location code unit 
S) adopted for 1961 Local name of Name Reported 
No. Census bamlet or of age (in 
. village Temple years) 
No. Name | 
(у о) (3) (4) (5) (6 
17 39 . Keelaseval- Keelaseval- Sri Meenakshi 90 
patti (P) patti Sundareswarar i 
Temple (S) 
18 41 Shenbagam- . lraniyur Sri Alkonda- 100 
pettai (P) nathaswamy 
Tempie (S) 
19 43 North Шауа- Шауа ап- Sri Kailasa- 800 
thangudi (V) gudi nathar and 
Nithyakai- 
yaniamman 
Temple (S) 
20 PA do do Sri Okkur- Not 
Naganathat known 
Kailasa 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 
21 44  Velangudi (P) — Velangudi Sri Periya Nayagi 70 
amman 
Temple (F) 
22 3 do do Sri Sivakandees- 300 
warar 


Temple (S) 


7) 


0:14 


0-14 


0:62 


0:06 


0:20 


0:75 
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TIRUPATTUR 
Location 
Principal Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
Station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Meenakshi dan Tirumayam 
sundareswarar Railway station 
8 miles 
Sri Alkonda- Sri Siva- Tirumayam 
nathaswamy puram Railway station 
х Deviamman 10 miles 
Sri Kailasa- Sri Nithya- Chettinad 
natha- kalyani- ` Railway station 
swamy amman 15 miles 
Sri Kailasa Sri Subra- Tirumayam 
Vinayakar maniar Railway station 
Sri Valli 10 miles. 
Deivayanai 
Sri Periya- : - Kottaiyur 
nayagi- Railway station 
amman 1 furiong 


Sri Sivakandees- Sri Kamakshi- Kottaiyur 
warar ambal Railway station 
1 furlong 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


TALUK (Contd.) 


Annual | 
income 
assessed for 
Fasli 1375 = 


Wet 


(11) a2) 


у — 
Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
property (in acres) Rs. 
—s =ч 
Wet Apprai- Repor- Vahanam 
Dry & Others sed by ted by 
Dry H.R.& temple 
C. E. (A) 
Dept. 
(13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) 


Movable property 
А. 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


15,931 15:57 
4,933 Extent 
54,765 + 
1,593 sen 
1,079 ano 
2,142 aa 


not 


Silver 
Palanguin 
Bandicoot 
Kedayams-2 
Peacock 
Ratham 


Rishabams-2 


1867 КЕ Buildings 5,21,625 ET 
50 

stated "me 22,977 ase 

ET 453 Houses - 1,33,579 ves 

E 34°00 was . 500 

m ses - ... 3,000 

m" oon aes 2 1,500 


Horse 


Car 


Silver 
Palanquin 
Tholuk- 

kiniyan 
Rishabams-3 
Peacock 
Lion 

Cars-2 

Horse 

Sahadais-3 


Bandicoot 
Peacock 


Silver 
Kedayam 
Lion 

Rishabam 

Horse 

Peacock 


Kedayams-2 
Rishabam 
Bandicoot 


Periodical 


rites performed 
on bebalf of 


temple 


(19) 


Five times a day 
by Gurukkals 


Five timesa day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Five times a day 


by a Gurukkal 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


· Twice а day 


by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Four times a day 
by a Gurukkal 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Tamil New 

Year's Day 
Skandba Sashti 
Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 


Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 


Navarathri 

Thiruvadhirai 

Annual festival 
in Panguni 


Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 


Brahmothsavam in 
Chithrai 
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SI. 


No. 


0) 


23 


24 


25 


26 


27 


28 


29 


Location code unit 


46 


47 


52 


55 


59 


эз 


adopted for 1961 Local name of Name Reported 
Census hamlet or of age (in 
village Temple years) 
Name 
(3) (4) (5) (6) 
Kandavarayan- Paiyur Sri Kadapillai Not 
patti (P) Ayyanar known 
alias Sri 
Valanatba 
Karuppaiah 
Temple (O) 
Kavaiyur Kavaiyur Sri Alagia 150 
(P) Manavala 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 
Madhavara- Kilamilai Sri Neclames- 800 
yanpatti (P) waramudayat 
Tempie (S) 
Sunnamberu- Sunnambiruppu Sri Kumbalai Not 
ppu (V) Katha known 
Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 
Tirupattur (P)  Tirupattur Sri Kalangarai 1 
Katha Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 
+ Not 
known 
do do Sri Adheenamila- 
gia Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 
Nedumaram (V) Nedumaram Sri Kailasanatha- 100 


60 


swamy 
Temple (S) 


001 


2:00 


0:30 


0:01 


0:06 


0:05 


0'16 
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TIRUPATTUR 
Location 
Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Kadapillai Sri Subrama- Karaikudi 

Ayyanar niar Junction 

Sri Chinna 13 milos 

Karuppaiah 

Sri Alagia Sri Devi Karaikudi 

Manavala Bhu Devi Junction 

Perumal 17 miles 

Sri Neelames- Sri Pushpa- Karaikudi 

wara- vaneswari Junction 

mudayar Sri Bairavar 20 miles 
Sri Karuppar 


Sri Kumbalai Sri Vinayakar Karaikudi 


Katha Sri Subrama- Junction 
Ayyanar niar 19 miles 
Sri Karuppar 
Sri Kalangarai Sri Poorana 
Katha Sri Pushkala 
Ayyanar 
Karaikudi 
Junction 
14 miles 
Sri Adheena- Sri Chinnaiah 
milagia Sri Karuppar 
Ayyanar 


Sri Kailasana- 
thaswamy 


Sri Karpaga- Karaikudi 
valli Junction 
15 miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Movable property 
Annual — 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. 
Fasli 1375 ——À—ə———.-.*. n. <—— ON 
by H. R. Wet Аррга- Repor- Vabanam 
. & C. E. Wet Dry & Others sed by ted by 
(A) Dept. Dry H.R. temple 
Rs. C. E. (A) 
Dept. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


363 6:00 2:00 m s == — ene 
439 20:00 6:00 see РЕЯ ew 700 Garuda 
Horse 
Tholukkini- 
yans-2 
514 33:25 18:68 ЕА E aso 33 5 
317 9`50 bes Wee Е ase bee 


16 00 ice 25 ya © 501 
413 | - 
4-00 ies us m jaa 50 | 


516 ore ... ... ... mm 50 ... 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Festivals 


Q0) 


Festival in 
Chithrai 


209 


210 


SI. 
No. 


31 


32 


33 


34 


35 


36 


Locaticn code unit 
adopted for 1961 Local name of 


Census hamlet or 
village 
No. Name 
(2) (3) (4) 
61 Sirukudalpaiti — Vairavanpatti 
(V) 
as do Sirukudalpatti 
62 Attangudi K. Attangudi 
(P) 
63 Nemmam (V)  Nemmam 
67 Nerpugapatti Chockalinga- 
(P) pudur 
55 до Poovanipatti 
68 


Name Reported 
of age Gn 

Temple years 
(5) · (5) 

Sri Ваігауа- 100 
swamy 
Temple (S) 

Sri Meenakshi 50 
Sundareswarar 
Temple (5) 

Sri Meenakshi 55 
Sundareswarar 
Temple (S) 


Sri Jayamkonda- Not 
soleeswarar known 
Temple (S) 


Sri Meenakshi 47 
Sundareswarar 
Temple (S) 


Sri Desiganatha- 100 
swamy and 
Avudayanayagi- 
amman 
Temple (S) 


` 


Kanadukathan Kanadukathan Sri Chidambara 100 


(P) 


Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


7 


3:00 


0:30 


1-17 


400 


007 


018 


0-10 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATB 


TIRUPATTUR 
Location 
Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hinda Religious 


Sri Bairava- Sri Soundara- Karaikudi 
swamy nayagi- Junction 
amman 10 miles 


Sri Meenakshi Sri Meenakshi- Karuikudi 
Sundareswarar amman Junction 
11 miles 


Sri Sundares- Sri Meenakshi- Chettinad 


warar amman Railway station 
4 miles 
Sri Jayam- Sri Soun- Karaikudi 
konda- daranayagi Junction 
soleeswarar Ambal 7 miles 
Sri Meenakshi dua Chettinad 
Sundareswarar Railway station 
3 miles 
Sri Desiga- Sri Avudaya- Chettinad 
natbar : nayagi- Railway station 
amman H miles 
Sri Chidam- Sri Kali Chettinad 
bara Sri Nagar Railway station 
Vinayakar I mile 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


TALUK (Contd.) 


(11) 


(12) 


Extent of immovable 


property (in acres) 
Wet 


Dry 


(13) 


& 


Dry 


(14) 


Others 


(15) 


Movable property 


TOSS: 


Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 


Apprai- Repor- 
sed by ted by 
H.R.& temple 
C. B. (А) 
Dept. 
(16) (17) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


5,726 


500 


7,660 


655 


3,135 


1,692 


2:00 


3000 


1:00 


15:00 


50°00 


Houses 


sae 571 
aes 50 
252 282 
... 5,000 
1,63,888 Em 
20,008 E 
34,762 ... 


Vahanam 


(18) 


Silver Horse 


Rishabam 
Peacock 
Horse 
Kedayams-2 
Palanquin 


Silver Risha- 
bam 
Risbabam 
Sahadais-2 
Peacock 
Swan 
Bandicoot 
Kedayams-2 


Periodical 


rites performed 


on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Four times a day 
by hereditary 
Gurukkals 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Four times a day 
by a Gurukkal 


Four times a day 
by hereditary 
Gurukkals 


Four times a 
day bya 
Gurukkal 


Five times a day 
by a Gurukkal 


Four times a 
day by a 
Pillai 


Festivals 


(20) 


Festival in 
Chithrai 


21 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


212 
TIRUPATTUR 
Location code unit 
gi — Bdopted for 1961 Local name of Name Reported Area m Location 
No Census bamlet or of age (in in Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
N · village "Temple years) acres station) 
No. Name 
CO о) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) 
Temples under the Hindu Religious 
37 68 Kanadukathan  Kanadukathan Sri Агћара Not 0°15 Sri Azhaga m Chettinad 
(Р) Nachiamman known Nachiamman Railway station 
Temple (F) 2 miles 
38 70 Kottamanga- — Lakshmipuram Sri Meenakshi 100 10) Sri Meenakshi Sri Meena- Chettinad | 
lam (V) Sundareswarar Sundares- kshiamman Railway station 
Temple (S) warar 4 miles 
39 $5 do Kothamanga- Sri Pidari 500 0:19 Sri Ulaga- Sri Pillayar do 
lam Ulaganachi nayagi- Sri Muthu- 
amman amman karuppar 
Temple (F) 
40 71 Pallathur (P) Pallathur _ Sri Meenakshi 100 0°69 Sri Meenaashi ED Chettinad 
Sundareswarar Sundareswarar Railway station 
Temple (S) _ 3 miles 
41 73 Kothadi (V) Kothadi Sri Solai Vallathu Not Below Sri Solai Sri Karuppar Chettinad 
Ayyanar known 0°01 Vallathu Sri Vinayakar Railway station 
Temple (O) Ayyanar 1 mile 
4 76  Siruvayal С. Siruvayal Sri Iravathes- 102 050 — Srilravathes- Sri Soundara-  Karaikudi 
(V) warar and warar nayagi- Junction 
Soundaranayagi- amman 5 miles 
amman 
Temple (S) 
43 » do do Sri Ponnatagi- 103 0-14 Sri Alagia- - do 
amman alias nayagiamman 
Alagianayagi- 
amman 


Temple (F) 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Movable property 
Annual 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. 
Fasli 1375 ———— Y wR > — "sn, ———— T — ——— 
by H.R. Wet App:ai- Repor- Маћапат 
& С.Е Wet Dry & Others sed by ted by 
(A) Dept | Dry H.R.& temple 
Rs. C. E. (A) 
Dept. 
(1) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 
515 5:93 ee эз wee e.. 50 Horse 
242 РРА Е oo ase eee 3,000 Silver 
Rishabam 
Bandicoot 
295 2:00 ji. Se wv mos 612 Car 
Swan 
Palanquin 
Horse 
Kedayam 
2,717 T ves .. Buildings 6,278 ... Sahadais-5 
10 Rishabams-3 
Bandicoot 
Peacock 
Lion 
Parrot, Swan 
Bhootham 
Horses-5 
Suran 
Elephant 
Kedayams-4 
Kailasa 
Parvatham 
771 13:00 ose Horse 
Elephant 
10,673 90°00 62-00 aes Bee 37,199 Ste Horse 
Rishabams-3 
Bandicoot 
Peacock 
Palanquin 
5,925 1327 . sse D ses 74,576 e. Car 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattar 


Twice a day by 
a Gurukkal 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Five times a 
day by a Gurukkal 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Five times a day 


by a Gurukkal 


Four times a day 
by а Gurukkal 


Festivals 


(20) 


213 


Brahmothsavam 


in Chithrai and 


Vaikasi 


Brahmothsavam 


in Ani 


Chithra 
Pournami 


Navarathri 


Annual festival 
in Chithrai 


Vaikasi Visakam 


214 


Location code unit 
& adopted for 1961 Local name of 


Census hamlet or 
No. village 
No. Name 
() (2) (3 (4) 


44 71 Palavangudi Palavankudi 


(P) 
45 КА до до 
46 э, do do 


47 81 Pillayarpatti Pillayarpatti 
(P) 


48 90 Thanipatti Thanipatti 
(P) 


49 103 Tirukoshtiyur ^ Tirukoshtiyur 
(P) 


50 ээ do 1. Vairavan- 
patti 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5 (6) 
Sri Karaimel Not 
Ayyanar . known 
Temple (O) 


Sri Alathikadu Not 
Ayyanar kaown 
Temple (O) 


Sri Meenakshi 70 
Sundareswarar 
Temple (S) 


Sri Karpaga 1,300 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Periakarup- Not 
pannaswamy known 
Temple (O) 


Sri Vadakkuva Not 
Chelliamman known 
Temple (F) 


Sri Thaneer Not 
Ayyanar known 
Temple (O) 


` TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATB 


TIRUPATTUR 
Location 
in Principa) Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
acies Station) 
iu) (8) (9) (10) 
Temples under the Hindu Religious 
0:10 Sri Karaimel Sri Karuppar Karaikudi 
Ayyanar Sri Kali Junction 
6 miles 
0:10 Sri Alathikadu Sri Karuppar do 
Ayyanar Sri Kali 
009 Sri Meenakshi Sri Meenakshi- do 
Sundare- amman 
swarar 
0J4 Sri Каграва Sri Marudee- Karaikudi 
Vinayakar sar Junction 
'Thiruncesar 10 miles 
Sri Vadamalar- 
mangai 
Below Sri Peria = Karaikudi 
0°01 Karuppanna- Junction 
swamy 18 miles 
Below Sri Vadakkuva Sri Manakku- do 
0:01 Chelliamman dayar 
Amman 
Sri Karuppar 
0:C6 Sri Thaneer Sri Kaliamman do 
Ayyanar Sri Karuppayi 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Movable property 


Annual 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. Periodical 
Fasli 1375 — —Ü rites performed 
by H. R. Wet Аррга- Repor- Vahanam on behalf of 
&CE. Wet Dry & Others вей by  tedby temple 
(A) Dept ry R.& temple 
А С.Е. (А) 
a1) (12) (13) (14) a5 (46) (17) (13) (19) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 
400 5:22 ... vee ... one ... Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Velar 
287 2:00 ui 5. A $e. S ... do 
240 "T vie Ses House es. 1,200 Four times a day 
by a Gurukkal 
33,245 176 00 175 00 ЯРА т 71,451 ae Gold Bandicoot Five times a day 
Silver by a Brahmin 
Rishabams-3 
Bandicoot 
Peacock 
Kedayam 
Elephant 
Swan, Lion 
Car, Lotus 
Palanquin 
Elephant 
Horse 
Bandicoot 
Sahadais-3 
Bhootham 
Suran 
250 7:00 m ae a oe ... T Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Ambalar 
475 46:00 25:00 5,5 ... ... 22 Lion Twice a day 
Kedayam by a hereditary 
Bhattar 
212 200 ave wa ee e gu Once a day 


by a hereditary 
Velar 


215 


Festivals 


(20) 


Sivarathri 


... 


Brahmothsavam 
in Vaikasi 
Vipayaka 
Chathurthi 
Navarathri 
Sivarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 
Arudhra 
Dharisanam 


Brahmothsavam 
in Chithrai 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATB 


216 
TIRUPATTUR 
Location code unit . 
si. adopted for 1961 Local name of Name Reported Area "T | WA Location 
No Census hamlet or of age (in in Principal Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
o. village Temple years) acres station) 
No. Name 
(D о ) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) 
Temples under the Hindu Religious 
51 106 Pattamangalam Keelapatha- Sri Alathu Not 005 Sri Alathu Sri Кагорраг Kallal 
West (P) mangalam Ayyanar known Ayyanar Sri Vinayakar Railway station 
Temple (O) ; 10 miles 
52 3” do do Sri Meenakshi 38 0°43 Sri Meenakshi Sri Meenakshi- do 
Sundareswarar Sundares- amman 
Temple (S) warar 
53 108 Pattamangalam Nainarappa- Sri Karumbe- Not 0:15 Sri Karum- Sri Mangala- do 
East (P) nendal swarar kaown beswarar nayagi 
Temple (S) 
54 110 Kambanur Kambanur Sri Umamahe- Not C25 Sri Umamahe- Sri Umamahe- do 
(P) swaraswamy known swaraswamy swari 
Temple (S) Sri Vinayakar 
55 Ра до до Sri llayanachi- Not 0:05 Sri llayanachi- Sri Karuppar do 
amman known amman 
Temple (F) 
55 as do Nachiarpuram Sri Nachiar- 60 Below Sri Nachiar scs Karaikudi 
amman 0:01 amman Junction 
Temple (F) 9 miles 
57 ll Illangudi Illangudi Sri Andarnayinar 004 Sri Andar- Sri Amman 
(P) Temple (O) nayinar 
Not Karaikudi 
known Junction 
ç š К š " 7 miles 
58 m do do Sri Pattanayagi 0:02 Sri Pattana- Sri Petta- 
amman chiamman mman 


Temple (F) 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


TALUK (Contd.) 


Annual 
income 
'assessed for 
Fasli 1375 


(11) (12) 


Extent of immovable 


property (in acres) 
Wet 
Dry & 
Dry 
(13) (14) 


аз) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


209 < 
1,186 28:26 
879 25:00 
1,375 30°00 
340 400 
817 a 
10°01 

372 
6:25 


28 


oe 34°00 
2°39 ... 
9'00 E 


Cocoanut 


Movabie property 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 
rai- Repor- Vahanam 
rs ted by 
H.R.& temple 
C. B. (A) 
Dept. 
(16) (17) (18) 
51,302 226 Silver 
Rishabams-3 
Bandicoot 
Peacock 
Horse 
Kedayams-2 
Karpaga 
Viruksham 
— 1,500 555 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Four times a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Four times a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattar 


Four times a day 
by a Brahmin 


Once a day 
by a Brahmin 


217 


Festivals 


Qo 


Navarathri 
Thiruvadhirai 
Karthigai Deepam 


218 
Location code unit 
Si adopted for 1961 Local name of 
N id Census hamlet or 
o. village 
No, Name 
ag (2 Q) (4) 
59 111 Tllangudi (P) Illangudi 
60 115 Karaikudi Sankaravayal 
(V) alias 
Sankarapuram 
61 16 Kottaiyur Kottaiyur 
(P) 
62 118 Kandanur Kandanur 
(Р) 
63 „ do do 
64 Р до do 
65 5 do Palaiyur 


Name Reported 
of age (in 

Temple years) 

(5 (6) 

Sri Pagachala- Not 
murthi known 
Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 

Sri Poi Solla Not 


Mei Аууапаг known 
Temple (O) 


| Sri Meenakshi 100 


Sundareswarar 
Temple (S) 


Sri Meenakshi 100 
Sundareswarar 
Temple (S) 


Sri Sellayce- 150 
amman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Urani Pillayar 150 
aiias 
Karpaga 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Kailasanatha- 100 
swamy 
Temple (S) 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATR 


TIRUPATTUR 
Location 
Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Area 
in Principal Deity 
acres 
(7) (8) 
0:28 Sri: Pagachala- 
murthi 
Ayyanar 
0:40 Sri Poi Solla 
Mei Ayyanar 
2:00 
Sundareswarar 
0:69 Sri Meenakshi 
Sundareswarar 
0:22 Sri Sellayee- 
amman 
0:01 Sri Urani 
Pillayar 
0:12 Sri Kailasa- 
nathaswamy 


m Devakottai Road 
Railway station 
7 miles 


248 Кагаікойі 
Junction 
2 miles 


Sri Meenakshi Sri Meenakshi Kottaiyur 


Amman Railway station 


4 mile 


Sri Meenakshi Kandanur 


Amman Puduvayal 
Railway station 
1 mile 
Sri Karuppar do 
Sri Pillayar . 
cs Kandanur 
Puduvayal 
Railway station 
i mile 
Sri Nithya- Kandanur . 
kalyani Puduvayal 
Ambal Railway station 


14 miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


TALUK (Contd.) 


-Annual 
income 
assessed for 


Fasli 1375  —————— 


а) (12) 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 


Wet 

Dry & Others 
Dry 

(13) (14) 15). 


Movable property 
а А 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


356 woe 
1,011 - 
664 ose 
5,616 ... 
868 ... 
200 oe 
516 ... 


m 3:94 E 

= 9'52 е 

... ... Houses-5 
Bus stand 
Building 

abe 40:00 К 


— | 
Apprai- Repor- 
EU by ted by 
H.R.& temple 
C. E. (A) 
t. 
(16) (17) 
p .. 501 
9,646 & 
fs 1,500 
98,561 ss 


++ “o 


— 


Vahanam 


(18) 


Silver Lion 
Rishabams-3 


Periodical 


. rites performed 


on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


do 


Four times a day 
by a Gurukkal 


Four times a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Twice a day 
by a Gurukkal 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


219 


Festivals 


(20) 


Sivarathri 


Brahmothsavam 
in Ani 
Navarathri 
Skandha Sashti 


Brahmothsavam 
in Chithrai 


220 
Location code unit 
Si adopted for 1961 Local name of 
No. Census hamlet or 
, village 
No. Name 
qd о (3) (4) 
66 121 Puduvayal Puduvayal 
(P) 
67 > do do 
6 128 Jayankondan Jayankondan 
(V) 
69 138 Mathur (V) Mathur 
70 139  Hiuppakudi Ilupakudi 
(V) 


Name Reported Area 
of age (in in 
Temple years) acres 
(5) (6) (7) 
Sri Kailasa 45 0:50 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 
Sri Narayana 50 0:06 
Perumal 
alias 
Narayana 
Sundara Perumal 
Temple (V) 
Sri Karpaga 70 Below 
Vinayakar 0:01 
Temple (G) 


Sri Ayanoothee- 200 3:00 
swarar alias 

Iravatheeswarar 

and Perianayagi- 

amman 

Temple (S) 


Sri Swayampraka- 1250 
seeswarar | 
Тетрје (5) 


0-69 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATB 


TIRUPATTUR 
Location 
Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Kailasa ... Kandanur 
Vinayakar Puduvayal 
:Railway station 
š mile 
Sri Narayana AA Kandanur 
Sundara Puduvayal 
Perumal Railway station 
1 mile 
Sri Karpaga Sri Subrama- Kandanur 
Vinayakar niar Puduvayal 
Railway station 
41 miles 
Sri Ayanoo- Sri Peria- Karaikudi 
theeswarar nayagi Junction 
amman 3 miles 
Sri Varadaraja 
Perumal 


Sri Swayampra- Sri Soundara- Karaikudi 
kasceswarar nayagi Junction 
amman 2 miles 
Sri Bairavar 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


TALUK (Contd.) 


a1) 2) 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 


Dry 


3) 


Dry 


(14) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


1,266 e" 
879 12:00 
222 

3,173 YA 

7,577 ds 


292713 


Movable property 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 
Wet i Apprai- Repor. Vahi 
e d anam 
& Others sad by ted 
» H.R.& temple 
C. E. (А) 
Dept. 
(15) (16) (17) (18) 
Shops ... 300 Kedayam 
Buildings-8 ... 555 «ee 
эъ 38,663 Silver 
Rishabam 
Cars-2 
Horse, Elephant 
Lion 
Kedayam 
Parrot 
Swan 
Kamadhenu 
Peacock 
Bandicoot 
Sahadais-2 
<. 1,23.961 .. Silver 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(9) 


Twice a day 
by a Gurukkal 


Four times a day 
by a Bhatta- 
chariar 


Once a day 
by a Gurukkal 


Four times a day 
by hereditary 
Gurukkals 


Four times a day 


Rishabams-2 by a Brahmin 


Car 
Palanquin 
Rishabam 
Bandicoot 
Karpaga 
Viruksham 
Kamadhenu 
Elephant 
Horses-2 
Sahadais-3 


221. 


Festivals 


(20) 


Panguni Uthiram 


Brahmothsavam 
in Chithrai 

Navarathri 

Thiruvadhirai 


222 


Location code unit 


Local name of 
Si. adopted for 1961 
No. Census к, 
Мо. Маше . 

а) (2) (3) (4) 

71 140 Ariyakudi(V) — Ariyakudi 
72 141 Karaikudi(M) Karaikudi 
73 55 · do do 
74 " do do 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 


Sri Thiruvenkada 150 
Mudayar 
Temple (V) 


Sri Koppudayana- 150 
yagi amman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Muthalamman 150 
Temple (F) 


Sri Nagara 120 
Sivankoil alias 
Meenakshi 
Sundareswarar 
Temple (S) 


Area 
in 
acres 


1:14 


0:42 


0:50 


1:00 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE ` 


TIRUPATTUR 
Location 
Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Thiruvenkada - Karaikudi 
Mudayar Junction 
21 miles 


Sri Vinayakar Karaikudi 


Sri Koppuda- 
Sri Subramaniar Junction 


yanayagi 


amman 2 miles 
Sri Muthala Sri Pechi do 
amman amman 
Sri Karuppar 
Sri Meenakshi Sri Meena- do 
Sundares- kshi 
warar Sri Subrama- 
niar 
Sri Valli 


Deivayanai 


‘RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Annual 
° income Extent of immovable 
assessed for property (in acres) 
Fasli 1375 
by H. 
& C. E. Wet Dry & 
(A) Dept. ту 
Rs. 
a1) (12) (13) (14) 


a5) 


Movable property 


Value of Jewellery 


(16) 


Rs. 


an 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


10,710 Extent not stated 
62,049 12:00 15:00 9:00 
4,421 ee E гд 
6,868 2365 0:70 


3,09,643 


Shops-50 1,09,530 


House 
Shandy 


26,145 


51,747 


Perjodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(18) (19) 


Gold 
Horse 
Garuda 
Silver 
Hanumar 
Sesha 
Palanquin 
Tholukkiniyan 
Ratham 
Sesha 
Garuda 
Car 
Palanquins-2 
Swan, Horse 
Elephant 
Hanumar 


Six times a day 
by a Brahmin 


Silver 
Kedayams 
Lion, Horse 

Horse 

Kamadhenu 

Swan 


Four times a day 
by hereditary 
Gurukkals 


Twice a week 
by a Chettiar 


Lion, Horse 
Kedayam 


Silver 
Kailasa- 
vahanas-3 
Rishabam 
Peacock 
Bandicoot 
Horse 
Elephant 
Palanquin 
Peacock 
Kamadhenu 
Horse 
Elephant 
Suran, Swan 
Kedayams-3 
Lion 
Sahadai, Car 


Four times a day 
by hereditary 
Gurukkals 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Tamil New 
Year's day 
Sri Jayanthi 
Panguni 
Uthiram 
Brahmothsavam 
in Vaikasi 
Navarathri 
Vaikunta Ekadasi 
Adi Pooram 


Tamil New 
Year's Day 

Navarathri 

Brahmothsavam 
in Chithrai 


Sivarathri 


Chithra Pournam, 
Masi Magam 
Brahmothsavam 
in Adi 
Navarathri 
Sivarathri 
Thiruvadbirai 


224 TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


TIRUPATTUR 
Location code unit - 
gy — adopted for 1961 Local name of Name Reported Area р Location 
No. Census hamlet or of age (in in Principal Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
. village Temple years) acres station) 
No, Name 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) 
Temples under the Hindu Religious 
75 141 Karaikudi Karaikudi Sri Sundares- 400 Below SriSundares- Sri Meenakshi Karaikudi 
(M) warar 0°01 warar Sri Vandadum Junction 
Tempie (S) Poonguzhali 2 miles 
Sri Sanjeeswarar 
76 ,, do Naganatha- Sri Krishnaswamy ... е э we NOT 
puram Temple (V) 
7] y do do Sri Naganatha- sie wa 22; sue NOT 
swamy . 
Temple (S) 
: і 
78 A do Meenakshi- Sri Muthumari- 7 0-01 Sri Muthumari- wee Karaikudi 
puram amman amman Junction 
Temple (F) š 2 miles 
79 5 do Senjoi Sri Ezhuvarams Not Below SriEzhuvaram- Sri Karuppar do 
d konda Ayyanar known 0°01 konda Sri Bairavar 
Temple (O) Ayyanar 
80 ЈЕ до до Sii Pillayar Not 0:08 Sri Pillayar Sri Anjaneyar do 
Temple(G) known Sri Subrama- 
niar 
81 142 Amaravathi Amaravathi- Sri Meenakshi 55 0775 Sri Sundares-. Sri Meenakshi Devakottai 
(V) puttur Sundareswarar warar Sri Bala Road 
Temple (S) Vinayakar Railway station 
Sri Annamalaiar 1 mile 
Sri Bairavar 
82 145 Sethuregunatha- Sethuregunatha- Sri Ulaganayagi- 100 0*4 Sri Ulaganayagi- Sri Pillayar — Devakottai 
pattiaam (V) puram amman amman Sri Ayyanar Road 
Temple (F) Sri Kaliamman Railway station 


Sri Kattamman 5 miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


TALUK (Contd.) 


Annual 
income 
assessed for 
Fasli 1375 —— 


Extent of immovable 
Property (in acres) 


H. 
& C. E Wet D & Others 
(A) Dept. ud Dry 
Rs. 
а) (12) (13) (4 (15) 


Movable property 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


1,044 24'00 eid ies s s= 
REPORTED 
REPORTED 
4,066 > “4: si» m" 
244 3:00 xus E -— 
900 n s > Huts-40 
Shops-8 
1,105 € s T: Garden 
Shop 
House 
1,188 8:30 ase 21°48 Cocoanut 
Grove 
2°65 


29 


Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 
Repor- Vahanam 
sed ted by 
H.R.& temple 
C.E. (A) 
Dept. 
(16) (17) (18) 
8,090 m eos 
oe 20 n 
... 20 ... 
во 1,45) WA 


"Periodical 

rites performed 

on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Twice a day 
by a Poosari 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Twice a day 
bya Pillai 


Twice а day 
by a Gurukkal 


225 


Festivals 


(20) 


Brahmothsavam in 
Masi or Panguni 

Karthigai Deepam 

Navarathri 


226 


Location code unit 


Si adopted for 1961 Local name of 
No. Census hamlet or 
о. village 
No Name 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
83 147 Pilar (P) Devapattu 
84 149 Alangudi Melamahanam 
(P) 
85 152 Kandavamani- Kandramani- 
ckam (P) ckam 
86 sa do Thekkupattu 
87 155 Sembanur Sembanur 
(P) 
88 166 Mummudisan- — Natarajapuram 
patti (P) 
89 169 Vediyur Vettiyur 
{P) 
90 5 do do 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
6) (6) 


Sri Rathnamudaya Not 


Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 


Sri Karpaga 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Manicka- 
nachiamman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Manicka- 
nachiamman · 
Temple (F) 


Sri Muthukcttai 
Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 


Sri Ramanathee- 
swarar and 
Parvathavar- 
dhiniamman 
Temple (S) 


Sri Annapurni- 
amman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Arunthathee- 
swarar 
Temple (S) 


known 


22 


Not 
known 


150 


50 


100 


7 


0:07 


001 


0:11 


0:04 


0:07 


0:04 


0°20 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


TIRUPATTUR 
Lecation 
Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


“Sri Rathna- Sri Bairavar K'allal 
mudaya Sri Karuppar Railwaystation 
Ayyanar 3 miles 
Sri Karpaga Sri Subrama- Karaikudi 
Vinayakar niar Junction 
8 miles 
Sri Manicka- Kallal 
valliamman Railway station 
6 miles 
Sri Manicka Sri Vinayakar Kallal 
Nachiamman Railway station 
8 miles 
Sri Muthukottai Sri Saruga _ Каћа! i 
Ayyanar Perumal Railwaystation 
Ayyanar 3 miles 
Sri Ramana- Sri Parvatha- Panangudi 
theeswarar vardhini- Railway station 
amman 2 furlongs 
Sri Annapurni- Sri Vinayakar 1 . 
amman Sri Bairavar Aramanai 
Siruvayal 
Railway 
Station 
Sri Aruntha- Sri Sounda- 5 miles 
theeswarar ranayagi J 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Annual 
income. Extent of immovable 
assessed for | ty (in acres 
Fasli 1375 — e -—————— pm ) 
rC Ë wet D We 
š e ry & Others 
(A) Dept Dry 
Rs. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) 


Movable property 
SS 
Value of Jewellery . 
Rs. Periodical 
~ А rites performed 

Арргаі- Керог- Vahanam on behalf of 

sed by ted by temple 
HR.& temple 
C. E. (A) 

Dept. 

46) (17) 8) (19) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Concld.) 


265 Аа m 308 
330 2:00 10-20 yi 
1,795 a - ae 
302 13:00 =: as 
484 375 "S ЧА 
200 ase A s 
1,716 15:00 75:00 rs 


Cocoanut 
Grove 
2:00 


Once a week 
bya hereditary 
Velar 


Once a day 
by a Brahmin 


256 3,780 Ses Four times a day 
by a Gurukkal 
РА 1,050 Silver do 
Kedayam 
Sahadais-2 
es ese © Once а day 
by a hereditary 
Velar 
deg 25 Bandicoot Four times a day 
Rishabams-2 by a hereditary 
Peacock Gurukkal 
Kedayam 
S 30 Sahadai Twice a day 
Lion, Horse bya hereditary 
Kedayam Gurukkal 
Palanquins-2 
Bandicoot 


Peacock 


227 


Festivals 


(20) 


Brahmothsavam 
in Chithrai 


Brahmothsavam 
in Chithrai 


DI 


228 


SL 


No. 


(1) 


Location code unit 
adopted for 1961 
Census 


Na. Name 


©) (3) 


15 Piranmalai 
(P) 


24 Sathuvada- 


mangalam (P) 


37 Tirukkalakudi 


(V) 


59 Tirupattur 
(P) 


Local name of 
hamlet or 
village 


(4) 


Piranmalai 


Sathuvada- 
mangalam 


Tirukkalakudi 


Tirupattur 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


TIRUPATTUR 
Name Reported Area Location 
о age (in in Principal Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
Temple years) acres station) 
(5) (6) 7) (8) (9) (10) 
Temples under the control of Anjukoil 
Sri Nallamangai 2,000 Not Sri Kodungun- Sri Thenammal Karaikudi 
bagaswamy stated dranainar Sri Bairavar Junction 
Temple (S) SriJayanthan 30 miles 
Sri Viswana- 
thar 
Sri Visalakshi 
Sri Rudra 2,000 Not Sri Rudra Sti Аптап Karaikudi 
Koteeswara- stated Koteeswara- Sri Viswana- Junction 
swamy swamy thar 25 miles 
Temple (S) Sri Visalakshi 
Sri Tirukkola- Not 0:26 Sri Kakkola- Sri Athma- Namana- 
nathar known pureeswarar nayagi samudram 
Temple (S) Sri Sivadhar- Railway station 
mapureeswarar 11 miles 
Sri Maragatha- 
valli 
Sri Agasthyar 
Sri Pulesthyar 
Sri Tiruthali- 2,000 Not Sri Tirutha- Sri Sivakami Karaikudi 
nathar stated linathar Ambal Junction 
Temple (S) Sri Bairavar 13 miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


LÀ 


Annual 
income 
assessed for 
Fasli 1375 
by H. R. 


& C. E. 
(A) Dept. 
Rs. 


property (in acres) 


Wet 
Wet Dry & 
Dry 


(11) (12) (13) (14) 
Devasthanam, Kunnakudy 


34:97 9:55 T 


vee ase 0:20 


1,94,227 


27:18 68:53 ose 


Extent not stated 


а А 4 s k s 


Extent of immovable 


Others 


(15) 


Cocoanut, 
Grove 
68:81 


Vacant 
plot 
Houses-4 


... 


=. 
Vatue of Jewellery 
Rs. 


Apprai- 
sed by 
H.R .& 

(А) 


„B. 


Dept. 


(16) 


106211. _... 


20,358 


26,511 


112,998 


Movable property 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


Repor- Vahanam 
ted 


temple 


(17) (18) (19) 


Silver Five times a day 
Rishabamse-3 by a hereditary 
Kedayam Gurukkal 

Cars-4 


Peacock 
Bandicoot 


Horses-2 
Elephants-2 
Palanquins-2 
Kedayams-6 
Sahadais-2 

Parrot 

Karpaga Viruksham 
Swan 

Bhootham, Lion 
Kamadhenu 


one Car, Sahadais-2 Four times a day 
Bandicoct by hereditary 
Peacocks-2 Bhattars 
Elephant 
Horse 
Palanquins-3 
Kedayams-6 
Lion 


+= Silver 
Rishabams-2 
Cars-2 
Bhootham 
Palanquin 
Kedayam 
Kailasa 
Parvadham 


Four times a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkals 


ses Silver Five times a day 

Rishabams-3 Бу a hereditary 
Kedayams-2 Gurukkals 

Bandicoot 

Horses-2 

Palanquin 

Kailasa 
Parvadham 

Kedayams-2 

Sahadais-2 

Thoiukkiniyan 

Cars-3 

Bhootham 

Swan, Lion 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Brahmothsavam 
in Chithrai 
Jayanthan 
festival in 
Chithrai 
Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 
Navarathri 
Arudhra 
Dharisanam 
Karthigai Deepam 
Sivarathri 


Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 

Navarathri 

Karthigai Deepam 

Sivarathri 

Masi Magam 


Brahmothsavam 
in Ani 
Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 
Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 
Sivarathri 


Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 
Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 
Sivarathri 
Jayanthan 
festival in 
Chithrai 
Vaikasi Visakam 
1 hiruvadhirai 
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SI. 
No. 


(D 


Location code unit 
adopted for 1961 Local name of 


No. 


Q) 


78 


82 


17 


19 


21 


Census 


Name 


(3) 


hamlet or 


village 


(4) 


Kunnakudi (P) Kunnakudi 


Siravayal ( V) 


Karisalpatti 
(P) 


A. Kalapoor 
(P) 


D. Singam- 
punari (P) 


Singampunari 
(P) 


Thenakshi- 
amman 
koil 


Karisalpatti 


Kalapoor 


Sivapuri 


Singampunari 


Name 
° ape (in 

Temple years) - 

6) (6) 

Sri Shanmuga- 400 
nathar 
Temple (M) 

Sri Thenakshi- 2,000 
amman 
Temple (F) 

Sri Kailasa- Not 
nathaswamy known 
Temple (S) 


Sri Illangamudaya Not 


Ayyanar known 
Temple (O) 

Sri Swayampra- Not 
theeswarar known 
Temple (S) 

Sri Sevuga- Not 
perumal known 
Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 


Reported Area 


in 
acres 


(7); 


Not 
stated 


Not 
stated 


0:22 


0:06 


0:25 


0:93 


Principal Deity 


(8) 


Sri Shanmuga- 


nathar 


Sri Thenakshi- 
amman 


Sri Kailasa- 
nathar 


Sri Ilanga- 
mudaya 
Ayyanar 


Sri Swayam- 
prathee- 
swarar 


Sri Sevuga- 
perumal 
Ayyanar 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


TIRUPATTUR 
Sub-deities Location 
(Nearest Railway 
station) 
(9) (10) 


Temples under the control of 


Sri Valli Karaikudi 
Deivayanai Junction 
5 miles 
Sri Bairavar Karaikudi 
Sri Viswana- Junction 
thar 10 miles 
Sri Visalakshi 


Temples under the control of 


Sri Kamalam- Manaparai 
bikai Railway station 
Amman 25 miles 


Sri Vadakkuva Karaikudi 


Chelli- Junction 

amman 25 miles 
Sri Dharma- Karaikudi 

Samvardhini- Junction 

amman 27 miles 
Sri Adaikka- do 

lamkatha 

Ayyanar 


Sri Poorana 
Sri Pushkala 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Movable property 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


a9) 


Five times a day 
by hereditary 


Kedayams-2  Gurukkals 


Annual 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. 
Fasli 1375 ————  .— H. TU - — 
H.R. Wet Apprai- Repor- Vahanam 
C.E. Wet Dry & Others — sed by ted by 
(A) Dept. Dry H.R.& temple 
Rs. C. E. (A) 
É Dept. 
ap (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) 
Anjukoil Devasthanam Kunnakudy (Сопс1д.) 
sas Extent oot stated 4,76,889 228 Gold Ratham 
Silver 
Ratham 
Peacock 
Bandicoot 
Lion 
Elephant 
Cars-2 
Kedayam 
Palanquins-2 
Bhcctham 
Ajah, Horse 
Sahadai 
Suran 
Jee Extent not stated ... 6,192 wee Car, Lion 
Kedayams-3 
Kamadhenu 
Sivaganga Devasthanam 
765 27°39 15-08 Su i Et 77 isa 
541 Extent not stated p ез 198 A 
6,000 9:72 17-00 ... Cocoanut 16,817 m .. 
Grove 
5:36 
8,400 103-20 53:50 23°14 Shops-6 27,227 ove Cars-2 
Cocoanut Sahadai, Lion 
Grove Bandicoot 
13:23 Rishabam 
Sesha 
Bhootham 


Palanquin 


Four times a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Twice a day 
by hereditary 
Gurukkals 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Four times a day 
by hereditary 
Gurukkals 


Thrice a day 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


231 


Festivals 


(20) 


Panguni Uthiram 
Vaikasi Visakam 
Adi Kirthigai 
Vinayaka 

Chathurthi 
Navarathri 
Sivarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 
Skandha Sashti 
Thai Poosam 


Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 
Sivarathri 


Brahmothsavam 
in Vaikasi 


232 


Location code unit 


si adoptcd for 1961 Local name of Name Reported 
Bo. Census} hamlet or of age (in 
0. village Temple years) 
No. Name 
(1) @ (3) (4) (S) (6) 
3 23 Soorakudi М. Soorakudi Sri Sevittu Not 
(P) Аууапаг known 
Tempie (O) 
6 26 A. Thokkur Athikkadu Sri Sarvaloka- Not 
(V) Vadakkur pathar known 
Temple (S) 
7 e. do Vanjinipatti Sri Tirumanjana Not 
Udayar known 
Temple (V) 
8 29 Olagumangalam Olagumangalam Sri Tirumeni- Not 
(У) nathaswamy known 
Temple (S) 
9 31 Nerkuppai Nerkuppai Sri Manamotha Not 
(P) kandeeswarar known 
Temple (S) 
10 32 Nerkuppai D. — Periamaru- Sri Periyamarun- Not 
(У) tham Раш theeswarar known 
Temple (S) 
11 Я до do SriSevuga- Not 
perumal known 
Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 
12 34 Thuvar Thuyar Sri Valinayaga- М№ої 
(P) swamy known 


Temple (M) 


а) 


Not 
stated 


0:22 


0:02 


004 


0:51 


0°53 


0°52 


036 


TEMPLES OP MADRAS STATB 


TIRUPATTUR 
Location 
Principal Deity Sutsdeities (Nearést Railway 
station) 
(8) ©) (10) 


Temples under the control of 


Sri Sevittu ise Karaikudi 
Ayyanar Junction 
30 miles 
Sri Sarvaloka- Sri Sarvaloka] 
nathar Nayagi | 
! 
Sri Tirumanjana 252 Karaikudi 
Udayar Junction 
Sri Tirumeni- Sri Soundara- | 
nathar пауарі Ј 
Sri Manamotha vss 1 
Kandeeswarar | 
| 
Sri Periyamar- Sri Paran- Karaikudi 
untheeswarar — jothi Junction 
Amman 26 miles 
Sri Sevuga- Sri Poorana 
perumal Sri Pushkala 
Ayyanar 
Sri Vallinayagar ... Karaikudi 
Junction 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Fasli 1375 
by H. R. 
& C. E. Wet 


(11) (12) 


Dry 


(13) 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 


Sivaganga Devasthanam (Contd.) 


1,800 - 


3,150 . 1435 


2,200 5:29 


711 13:23 


456 


10:75 


Movable property 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs 


== 
Wet Apprai- 
& Others sed by 
H.R. & 
С.Е. (A) 
Dept. 
(14) (13 (16) 
E ... 37,493 


... ene 


Cocoanut 13,385 
Grove 
5-18 


16. ase 


(17) 


738 


1,266 


982 


775 


—— 


(18) 


Rathams-3 


Car 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Once a day 
by a Gurukkal 


do 


Four times a day 
by Gurukkals 


Four times a day 
by hereditary 
Gurukkais 


do 


Twice a day 
bya hereditary 
Velar 


Four times a day 
bya hereditary 
Velar 


233 


Festivals 


(Q0) 


Thiruvadhirai 


Annual festival 
in Ani 


234 


Si. 
No. 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


Location code unit 
adopted for 1961 Local name of Name Reported 
Census mlet or of age Gn 
village Temple years) 
No. Name 
Q (3) (4) (5) © 
44 Velangudi Velangudi Sri Rudrapathi — 1,000 
(P) Nayanar 
Temple (S) 
45 Sundakkadu Sundakkadu Sri Athmanathar Not 
(P) | Temple (5) known 
49 Muraiyur Muraiyur Sri Meenakshi Not 
(P) Chockanathar known 
Temple (S) 
58 K. Vairavan- Vairavanpatti Sri Tirumei- Not 
patti (V) gnana known 
Vairavaswamy 
Temple (S) 
63  Nemmam(V) Nemmeni Sri Valmeegana- 350 
thaswamy 
Temple (S) 
68 Kanadukathan Kanadukathan Sri Sivaloga- 200 
(P) pathaswamy 
Temple (S) 
70 Kottamangalam Kottamangalam Sri Tirumeni- 500 


nathaswamy 


(У) 
Temple (S) 


Area 
in 
acses 


9'49 


0:32 


0:36 


0:86 


0°10 


0°72 


Principal Deity 


(8) 


Sri Rudrapa- 
theeswarar 


Sri Athma- 
nathar 


Sri Chockana- 
thaswamy 


Sri Tirumei- 
gnana 


Vairavaswamy 


Sri Valmeegana~ Sri Alliyin- 


thaswamy 


Sri Sivalogana- 
thaswamy 


Sri Tirumeni- 
nathaswamy 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


TIRUPATTUR 
Location 
Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(9) (10) 


Temples under the control of 


Sri Maragatba } 


Уаш J 
Sri Vinayakar | 
Sri Bairavar | Karaikud, 
+ Junction 
20 miles 
Sri Sivayoga- 
valli J 


Sri Meenakshi- Karaikudi 


amman Junction 
Sri Bagam- Karaikudi 
piriya) Junction 
20 miles 
Kandanur ` 
kothai Puduvayal 
Railway station 
10 miles 


Sri Soundara- Chettinad 
nayagi- Railway station 
amman 2 miles 


Sri Soundara- Chettinad 
nayagi- Railway station 
amman 5 miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Movable property 
Annual : 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for. property (in acres) Rs. Periodical 
Fasli p T — = — ——4 rites dires 
y H. et Apprai- Ri = Vahanam on 0 
& С.Е Wet Dry & Others “~ by ted by temple 
(A) Dept H.R.& temple 
Rs. . E. (А) 
arn 2) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) (19) 
Sivaganga Devasthanam (Contd.) 
1,270 ee ET m РАБ 252 -— Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Brabmin 
3,450 5:68 0°40 ‘See em 23,915 wae Sahadais-2 Four times a day 
Rishabams-2 by a hereditary 
Horse, Swan Gurukkal 
Kamadhenu 
Bandicoot 
3,750 10:94 0:52 iss ae ens 1,013 Rishabam do 
759 E ... ... š 255 8 Ж, Once a day 
by a Brahmin 
150 mm s sos .. 2,35,436 РРА Silver Four times a day 
' Elephant by a hereditary 
Kailasa Gurukkal 
Parvadham 
Rishabams-3 
Swan 
Kedayam 
Peacock 
Bandicoct 
Tholukkiniyan 
Cars-2 
800 9°82 0:59 soe m 2,300 ee | Silver ` do 
Bandicoot 
Palanquin 


Ratham 


235 


Festivals 


(20) 


Annual festival 
in Ani 


Thiruvadbirai 


Annual festival 
in Ani 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATB 


236 
TIRUPATTUR 
Location code unit 
SI adopted for 1961 Local name of Name Reported Area Location 
N : Census hamlet or of age (in in Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
о. village Tempie years) acres station) 
No. Name 
(1) 12) 43) (4) (5) (à) (7) (8) (9) (10) 
Temples under the control of 
20 74 Soorakudi(V) — Vanniyan Sri Chockanatha 300 1:05 Sri Chocka- Sri Meenakshi- Chettinad 
Soorakudi swamy natha- amman Railway station 
Temple (S) swamy 3 miles 
21 m do do Sri Kannirainda 150 Below Sri Kannirainda Sri Devi do 
Perumal 0:01 Perumal Bhu Devi 
Temple (V) 
22 83 Thenkarai (У) Thenkarai Sri Andarswamy 100 001 Sri Andarswamy е Karaikudi 
Temple (О) Junction 
IO miles 
23 84 Alagapuri Alagapuri Sri Alagiamunee- 300 0:10 Sri Alagiamunee- TR do 
(P) swaraswamy SWarar 
Temple (S) 
24 98 Vadavanpatti — Vadavanpatti Sri Piriyavidai Not 0:09 5гі Vanamahe- Sri Swarna- — Kallal 
(P) Nayanar known 8Warar valli Railway station 
Temple (S) 18 miles 
25 101 Eriyur (P) Eriyur Sri Marunthee- Not Below Sri Oushadha- io Kallal 
swarar known 0:01 gireeswarar Railway station 
Temple (S) 15 miles 
26 102 Aralikottai (P)  Aralikottai Sri Choleswarar 15) 004 Sri Choleswa- Sri Tambiratti Sivaganga 
Temple (S) Far amman Railway station 
14 miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


TALUK (Contd.) 


(11) (12) 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 


(13) 


(14) 


Sivaganga Devasthanam (Contd.) 


3,800 
120 
50 D: 
637 m 
3 
1 
Y 2,600 а 
| 
90 -— 


+++ 


... 


p Repor- 
Others sedby — ted b 
H.R.& temple 
C. E. (A) 
Dept. 
(15) (16) (17) 
Cocoanut 12,195 22 
Grove 
2:37 
See ose 10 
aes Е 33 
Rest House ao 335 
Graneries-3 


Movable property 


Value of Jewellery 
Ra. 


(18) 


Vahanas-4 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Four times a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


do 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Four times a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


237 


Festivala 


(20) 


Sivarathri 


... 


... 


Макан Visakam 


Annual festival 
in Panguni 
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Location code unit 


81 adopted for 1961 Local name of Name 
No Census hamlet or of 
T village Temple 
No. Name 
(D о (3) (4) (5) 
27 103 Tirukoshtiyur Tirukoshtiyur Sri Sowmyanara- 
(Р) yana Perumal 
Temple (V) 
28 108 Pattamangalam Pattamangalam Sri Alagia Soun- 
East (P) dariamman 
Temple (F) 
29 эў do do Sri Mariatha- 
kanda 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 
30 109 Veliyathur Veliyathoor Sri Kailasanatha- 
(Р) swamy 
Temple (S) 
31 110 Kambanur Kambanur Sri Kottai 
(P) Pillayar 
Temple (G) 
Kattunachi Sri Kattu 


32 РА до 


(Nachiapuram) Nachiamman 


Temple (F) 


R 


age (in 


years) 


(6) 


Not 
known 


250 


Not 
known 


350 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATB 


TIRUPATTUR 
Area Location. 
in Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
acres station) 
m (9) (9) (10) 
Temples under ће control of 
2:92 Sri Sowmya- Sri Tiruma- — Sivaganga 
narayana gal Railway station 
Perumal Sri Andal 17 miles 
0:22 Sri Alagia sas. | 
Soundari | 
Кана! 
Railway station 
10 miles 
0:23 Sri Mariatha- — 
kanda J 
Vinayakar 
0:22 Sri Kailasa- Sri Soundara- Kallal 
nathaswamy nayagi Railway station 
6 miles 
0:18 Sri Kottai Sri Chocka- — Karaikudi 
Pillayar nathar Junction 
Sri Meenakshi 9 miles 
013 Sri Kattunachi- Es Karaikudi 
amman Junction 


8 miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Movable property 
Annual 5 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. Periodical 
Fasli 1375  (—-——————— FT 9 s— R —————- h T. rites performed 
by H. R. Wet Apprai- Repor- Vahanam on behalf of 
& C. E. Wet Dry & Others sed by by temple 
(A) Dept. Dry H. R. & temple 
Rs. C.E. (A) 
Del . 
"9 (12) (13) (14) a5) (16) (17) (18) (19) 
Sivaganga Devasthanam (Contd.) 
26,670 93:21 21°12 .. Cocoanut 3,49,28 _ ... Ivory Six times a day 
Grove Palanquin by a hereditary 
377 Silver Elephant  Bhattachariar 
Cars-2 
Garuda 
Lion, Horse 
Sahadai 
Hanumar 
Elephant 
Sesha 
2,497 20-82 0:25 asa e ae 1,586 Cars-2, Lion Four times a day 
Е Ногѕе Бу а hereditary 
Elephant, Swan Gurukkal 
Rishabam 
Kedayam 
Bhootham 
Suran 
Bandicoot 
400 Extent not stated "m us 813 vee Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 
455 11:97 274 oes > še 360 Bandicoot do 
Horse 
Kedayam 
490 sas és жа xis ais 649 “sz Twice a day 
by a hereditary 


Bhattar 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Annual festival 
in Vaikasi 
Vaikunta Ekadasi 
Brahmothsavam 
in Chithrai 
Adi Pooram 
Navarathri 
Festival in 
Margazhi 
Theppothsavam 
in Masi 
Panguni Uthiram 
Sri Jayanthi 


Annual festivat 
in Panguni 
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Location code unit 


SI adopted for 1961 Local name of 


Census hamlet or 

No. village 

No, Name 

or 

qd о (3) (4) 

33 14 Kovilur Kalanivasal 
(v) 

34 117 Kallangudi Kallangudi 
(V) ‘ 

35 122 Sakkottai Sakkottai 
(P) 

36 131 Mitravayal Thiruthangoor 
(У) 

37 142 Amaravathi Pudur 
(V) 

38 152 Kandavamani- Kandaramani- 
ckam (P) ckam 

39 3s do do 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 
Sri Kotravalee- 450 
swaraswamy 
Temple (S) 
Sri Thirupaga- 300 
thecswarar 
Temple (5) 
Sri Veerasekhara- 500 
swamy 
Temple (S) 
Sri Naganatha- 300 
swamy 
Temple (S) 


Sri Vantharulees- 
waraswamy 
Temple (S> 


150 


Sri Kailasanatha- 
swamy 
Temple (S) 


Sri Alagiakanda 
Vipayakar 
Temple (G) 


] 
s 
| 


9» 


1:53 


0:33 


1:01 


1:69 


0:31 


0:20 


0°06 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


TIRUPATTUR 
Location 
Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under control of 


Sri Kotravalee- Sri Nellai- Karaikudi 
swaraswamy amman Junction 
3 miles 


Sri Thirupaga- Sri Yogambal Kandanur 


theeswarar Sri Balambal Puduvayal 
Railway station 
13 miles 
Sri Усегазекћа- Sri Umayam- d> 
ramurthi bigai 
Sri Uyya 
vandamman 
Sri Naganatha- Sri Swarna Kandanur 
swamy Valli Puduvayal 
Railway station 
10 miles 
Sri Vantharu- Sri Vazha- Devakottai 
leeswarar vanthanayagi Road 
Amman Railway station 
1 mile 
Sri Kailasana- Sri Periana- | 
thaswamy yaki | 
| Kailal 
Railway station 
| 5 miles 
Sri Alagiakanda te і 
Vinayakar Ј 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Movable property 


Annual š 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery XD 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. Periodical 
Fasli 1375 ~ — ~ rites performed 
by H.R Wet Apprai- Repor- УҰаһапат on behalf of 
&C.E. Wet Dry & Others вед Бу — ted by temple 
(A) Dept H.R.& temple 
Rs. C. E. (A) 
Dept. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) a5 (16) (17) (18) (19) 


Sivaganga Devasthanam (Contd.) 


16:06 T pem 


8,000 Cocoanut 1,59,967 
Grove 
10°32 
2,500 497 ES avs Garden 29,553 
с 0:68 
7,075 4:39 10:53 е Garden 1,95,075 
0°53 
Vacant 
plots 
3:17 
1,900 E ae узе oe 11,520 
486 T ... - P see 
290 E es, ... ewe 1,26,343 


31 


E Silver Four times a day 
Rishabams-2 by a hereditary 


Kedayam Gurukkal 
Kailasa 
Parvadham 
Bandicoot 
Peacock, Car 
Karpaga 
Viruksham 
Kamadhenu 
Lion, Swan 
Elephant 
` Horse 
Ns Car- do 
wee Silver do 
Rishabams-3 
Horse, Swan 
Kedayam 
Bandicoot 
Lion 
Cars-3 
aes ae Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 
30 "S Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 
m Sahadai Four times a day 


Peacock by a hereditary 
Horse Gurukkal 
Bandicoot 

Suran 

Kedayam 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Adi Pooram 
Navarathri 
Thiruvadhirai 


Festival in 
Chithrai 


Brahmothsavam 
in Ani 
Adi Pooram 


Sivarathri 


242 


Location code unit 
Si adopted for 1961 Local name of Name 
No. Census hamlet or of 
* village Temple 
No, Name 
а? o в) а) 6 
40 153 Kallupattur (P) Perichikoil Sri Andapillai 
Мауапаг 
Temple (S) 
41 155 Sembanur Sembanoor Sri Kandeeswara- 
(P) ` swamy 
Temple (S) 
42 156 Kallal Kallal Sri Pagachalai 
(Р) Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 
4 158 Visalayan= Sannavanam Sri Sannavana- 
kottai (P) nathaswamy 
Temple (S) 
44 7161 Keelapoongudi Keelapoongudi Sri Markandees- 
(Р) waraswamy 
Temple (S) 
45 165 Panangudi Panangudi Sri Períanayagi- 
(P) amman 
Temple (F) 
46 167? Siruvayal .A Aranmanai Sri Mummudi- 
(P) Siruvayal nathaswamy 
Temple (S) 
47 do Pullikuthi Sri Pulikuthi- 


amman 
Temple (F) 


(6) 


100 


500 


200 


300 


300 


320 


Reported Area 
age (in 
years) 


acres 


О) 


0°38 


"0:30 


0:58 


0:41 


0:18 


022 


0-4 


011 


TEMPLES ОР MADRAS STATE 


TIRUPATTUR 
Location 
Principal Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the control of 


Sri Andapillai Sri Sameepa Кайа] 
Nayanar Valli Railway station 
4 miles 
Sri Kandees= Sri Nithyakal- Kallal 
warar yaniamman Railway station 
1 mile 
Sri Pagachalai Sri Somasun- do 
Vinayakar dareswarar 
Sri Soundara- 
Б пауакі 
Sri Sannavana- Sri Darisana- Devakottai 
nathaswamy valli Rcad 
Railway station 
4 miles 
Sri Markandee- Sri Ezhuvar- Каћа! 
Swaraswamy kuzhali Railway station 
3 miles 
Sri Perianayagi- yan Panangudi 
amman Railway station 
1 mile 
Sri;Mummudi- Sri Karuna Aramanai 
nathaswamy Kadakshi Siruyayal 
Railway station 
1 furlong 
SrizPulikuthi- m do 


amman 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


TALUK (Contd.) 


Annual 
income 
assessed for 
Fasli 1375 


a1) (12) 


property (in acres) 


Wet 
Dry & 

Dry 
(13) (14) 


Sivaganga Devasthanam (Concld.) 


1,382 9:93 
450 
647 oes 
980 8°08 
306 ... 
63 ... 
302 357. 
133 ... 


Extent not stated 


... 


14:98 m 


... ... 


Extent of immovable 


a5 


... 


Shops-5 


Movable property 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 
Appraise R Vahanam 
sed by ted by 
H.R.& temple 
C.E. (A) 
ад ат (18) 
wA бе Kedayam 
WA 248 Rishabam 
Peacock 
Horse 
53,579 ss; Silyer 
Kedayam 
Rishabams-2 
Peacock 
Car 
wae 64 "T 
ET 22 
see 11,064 Car, Saahadi 
Horse 
Rishabam 
Swan, Lion 
Bandicoot 
Kedayam 
oes 5,045 РЕ 
kaé 169 aoe 


‘Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 

temple 


(19) 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Four times a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


do 


Once a day 
by a hereditary. 
Brahmin 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukka! 


Thrice a day 
by a hereditary 
Achari 


Four times a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Kambar 


:243 


Festivals 


(20) 


Brahmothsavam 
in Masi 


Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 


... 


244 


SL 
No, 


(1) 


Location code unit 


adopted for 1961 Local name of 
Census hamlet or 
village 
No. Name 
(2) (3) (4) 
59 Tirupattur Tirupattur 
(P) 
70 | Kottamangalam Kottaman- 
(У) galam 
121 Puduvayal Puduvayal 
(P) 
167 Siruvayal A. Siruvayal 
(P) 


Sri Nindra 
Narayana 
Perumal] 
Temple (V} 


Sri Ayinoottu 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Ranganatha 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Sri Thiagaraja- 
swamy 
Temple (S) 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATB 


TIRUPATTUR 
Reported Area Location 
ege (in in Principa) Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
years) acres - station) 
(6) (7) 8) (9) (10) 
Temples outside the Hindu Religious 
400 0:01 Sri Nindra Sri Ubaya Karaikkudi 
Narayana Nachiar Junction 
Perumal Sri Anda? I3 miles 
100 010 Sri Ayinoottu ... Chettinad 
Vinayakar Railway station 
4 miles 
60 0°02 Sri Ranganatha Sri Ubaya Kandanur 
Peruma! Nachiar Puduvayal 
Sri Andal Railway station 
1 mile 


60 024 Sri Thiagaraja- Sri Thiruloga- Karaikkudi 
swamy nayagi Junction 
amman 10 miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


TALUK (Concld.) 


Annual 
jncome 
assessed for 
Fasli 1375 
by H. R. 
& C. E. 
(A) Dept. 
Rs. 


(11) 


Extent of immovable 
ptoperty (in acres) 


E 
Wet Dry 
(12) (13) 


Wet 


(14) 


(15) 


ae 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department 


460 


700 


Extent not stated 


+++ 


Shops 


Movable property 
e—_ Aaaa ee 
Value of Jewellery 


Re 
ted 


(17) 


1.000 


25 


por- 


Vahanam 


(18) 


Horse 
Garuda 
Tholukkiniyan 


Garuda 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Thrice a day 
by a Gurukkal 


Twice a day 


- by a Bhattachariar 


Twice a day 
by a Gurukkal 


Festivals 


(20) 
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SIVAGANGA TALUK 


90 KALAIARKOIL 


Sri Swarna Kaleeswarar Temple 


Thirukanapper or Kalaiarkoil is one of the 14 
sacred shrines of Lord Siva in Pandya Nad which 
have been visited by Saivite saints. The village of 
Somanathamangalam where this renowned shrine is 
situated, is at a distance of 18 kilometres from 
Sivaganga. 


Legend has it that once Goddess Parvathi was cursed 
by Lord Siva for having upset the entire universe by 
playfully closing His eyes. Asa result, she had to be 
As desired by the 
Devas She killed a demon by name Chandasuran who 
After a terrific fipht with 
the demon, Kali reached this holy place and offered 


on the earth in the form of Kali. 


was harassing the Devas. 


worship to Lord Siva. 
original form and joined her husband. Since Siva 


Later, she regained her 


was worshipped by Kali, the presiding deity is known 
as Kaleesar. | 


There are several legends according to which 
many including the Devas and gods got redemption 
from curse, after worshipping the presiding deity at 
this place. 


The place is known by a variety of names such as 
Dakshina Kalipuram, Jothivanam, Mandaravanam, 
Mokshapradam, Saiva  Kshethram, 
Devadaruvanam,  Bhooloka Kailasam, Agasthya 
Kshethram and Maha Kalapuram. There are a 
number of theerthams or sacred waters here called 
Sivaganga, Kali, Vishnu, Lakshmi, Dikpalaka, Sudar- 
sana, Rudra and Chandra Pushkarapi. According to 


Gandharam, 


one of the legends, Sage Agasthya is said to have 
bathed in Sivaganga theertham. 


Three Lingas have been installed in the temple 
with their respective consorts. They are: Swarna- 
kaleeswarar and his consort Sri Swarnavalli Amman, 
Sri Somanathar and his consort Sri Soundaranayaki 
and Sri Somasundarar and his consort Sri Meenakshi 
Amman. This temple was famous in the Sangam age. 
The magnificent rajagopuram before the sanctum of 
Sri Somanathar, built by the Marudu brothers is facing 
east. This big rajagopuram consisting of 9 tiers is 157” 
in height. The rajagopuram before the sanctum of Sri 
Kaleeswarar is of five tiers. This was built by Vara- 
guna Pandyan. The rajagopuram before the sanctum 
of Somanathar is flanked on either side by the two 
temples dedicated to Vinayakar and Murugar. 


Passing the rajagopuram, one can reach the 
sanctum of Sri Somanathar. The sanctum of the 
Goddess Soundaranayaki Amman is before the flag- 
mast, facing south. The deity with her four hands 


presents a graceful appearance. 


In the huge mandapam before the sanctum of Sri 
Somesar is seen a separate temple, facing south, dedi- 
cated to Sri Natarajar, his consort Sivagami Amman 
and Sri Manickavasagar. To the south of this is seen 
Sri Somaskandhar, the festive idol. 


On the west side of the prakaram are the idols of 
Sri Suganthavana Perumal and bis consort Sri Bhudevi. 
The Murugan temple is found on the north-west corner 
of the prakaram. In the eastern corner are seen the 
festive idols of the four saivite saints and the images 
of Sri Chandrasekharar, Bikshadanar and Murugar. 
Sri Bairavar is facingsouth. After worshipping Some- 
sar one reaches the flag-mast. In the south-east corner 
of the outer prakaram, the madapalli is located. To 


the south of this lies the Selva Vinayakar temple. The 


The magnificent Rajagopuram of the temple at Kaliarkoil 
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SRI SWARNAKALEESWARAR TEMPLE 


KALIYARKOIL 


( Not to Scale ) 


(@ Sivagangai Theertham 


Someswarar (Moolavar) 
Soundhara Nayagi 
Dakshinamoorthy 

Someswarar (Uthsavar) 

Nalvar 

Suganthavanaperumal 
Sapthamadhars 

Subramaniar, Valit & Deivayanai 
Chandikeswarar 

Natarajar, Sivakami & 

Bairavar Manickavasagar 
Chandran 


Suriyan 


INDEX TO NUMBERS 
Nandhi 


Balipeedam 
Dwajasthambam 
Sahasralingam 
Selva Vinayagar 
Kalecswarar (Moolavar) 
Vinayagar 

Вга та 
Lingodhbavar 
Somaskandhar 
Panchalingam 
Ashta Lakshmi 


Varunalingam 


Hundred Pillared Mandapam 


Vessels Room 

Natarajar 

Bairavar 

Vahana Room 
Sundareswarar (Moolavar) 
Mecoakshi 

Palliarai 

Natarajar 

Navagrahas 

Suvarnavaih Amman (Moolavar) 
Yagasalai 

Madapalli 

Office 


CENSUS - MADRAS 


The Rajagopuram view of Pushpavaneswarar temple at Tiruppuvanam 


Images of Lord Natarajya: Moolavar and Uthsavar 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


temple tank known as Sivagangai theertham is situated 
on the western side of the prakaram. The sanctum of 
Sri Shanmugar is found in the north-west direction 
and in the eastern corner is seen the renovated 


hundred pillar mandapam. 


The sanctum of Sri Kaleesar lies to the east of 
Sri Somesar temple. Here the images of the Sethu- 
pathi as an old man and the brothers Peria Marudu 
and Chinna Marudu are found. The idol of Gana- 
pathi graces the second prakaram. In the southern 
direction, the 63 idols of the Saivite Nayanmars are 
found. The sanctum of Sri Kaleesar is built with 
artistic stone slabs. Before the sanctum, one finds tha 
In the 


inner prakaram the idols of Sri Vinayakar, Dakshina- 


beautiful copper images of the dwarapalakas. 
murthi, Lingodbhavar and Brahma are seen. 


The temples of Meenakshi Sundareswarar and 
Swarnavalli Amman are situated to the north of 
Kaleesar temple. The image of Varaguna Pandya 
who built the Meenakshi Sundareswarar temple is 
found here. The artistically made festive idols of 
Swarnavalli, Kaleesar, Meenakshi and Sundareswarar 
grace the place in the same way as sung by the 
Saivite saint Thirunavukkarasar in his songs. The 
Navagrahas can be worshipped in the Sundareswarar 


temple. 


The temples of the consorts were renovated by the 
Marudu brothers in the 18th century. The Somanathar 
temple, Swarnavali temple, Kaleesar temple ctc. 
Besides, 
many philanthropists have made and continue to make 


were renovated by some pious individuals. 


endowments for renovation. 


The original rajagopuram and small gopuram 
have also been renovated. After completion of these 
renovation work, Maha Kumbabishegam was celebrat- 
€d on a grarid scale in these temples on 11th November 
1959. 


247 


The big and beautiful temple tank known as 
*Yanai madu' with a mandapam in its centre is situated 
to the south of the temple. In the month of Vaikasi 
on the full moon -day a floating festival takes place 
here for the Lord, on a very large scale. At a distance 
of 300 yards before the temple of Kaleesar, lies the 
tomb of Marudu brothers. It is said that in order 
to make these famous feudal lords surrender, the English 
threatened to destroy the temple. Thereafter, the 
Marudu brothers volunteerly surrendered to save the 
temple and were later executed. As desired by them, 
their bodies were interred before the temple. In 
Margazhi, theertha festival is got up for Sri Swarnavar. 


Poojas are performed six times daily. The temple 
There 
are two wooden Cars. In the month of Vaikasi, a 
festival is celebrated for 10 days for Lord Somesar. 
The festival for Kaleesar takes place in the month of 
Thai (January-February) for 10 days and Theerthavari 


possesses silver mounts and gold ornaments. 


is got up in Pooram asterism during that month. Adi 
Pooram festival is celebrated for the Goddess Swarna- 
vali. In Karthigai month, 1008 Sangu abishegam 
is performed. Monthly festivals are celebrated for 


Meenakshi Sundareswarar on a considerable scale. 


119 TIRUPPUVANAM 


Sri Pushpavaneswarar Temple 


Tiruppuvanam is in Sivaganga taluk of Rama- 
nathapuram district. It is situated ata distance of 18 
kilometres to the east of Madurai. The place is 
accessible both by rail and road. The railway station 
bearing the same name is on the Madura-Rameswaram 
railway line. This famous and beautiful temple is 
dedicated to Lord Pushpavaneswarar or Poovanna- 
nathar and His consort Sri Soundaranayaki, The 
name of the deity is said to have been derived from 
*Pushpavanam' which means a place full of flower 
plants. Another interpretation is as follows: vannam 
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As the deity here is as beautiful 
“Poo” 


is the Tamil equivalent of the sanskrit term *pushpa', 


means beautiful. 
as a flower, He is called Pushpavanneswarar. 
meaning flower. The temple is just halfa mile from 


Tiruppuvanam railway station. 


There are many legends concerning this ancient 
temple. · Tiruppuvanam is one of the renowned sivas- 
thalams in Pandya Nad. The Swayambu Lingam is said 
to have been worshipped by Sun God. Thirasanan, a 
Vedic scholar who worshipped the goddess here but 
failed to offer his worship to the Lord first, was cursed 


to turn into a demon. Later he realised his fault 


through Narada, bathed in the sacred tank Brahma. 


theertham, worshipped the Lord and was relieved of 
this curse. Dhunnannan a notorious robber, while 
fleeing from the palace after plundering it fell into the 
sacred tank **Manikarnikai" accidentally and attained 
A devout Brahmin called Dharumanjan 
interned his father's mortal remains after his death 


salvation. 


into this sacred tank which turned into a lotus. 
Brahma, Thirumal, Lakshmi and Parvathi installed 
Lingams here, offered worship to the Lord and got 
redemption. The sacred tanks here are called Mani- 
kundam, Vaigai, Vasishta theertham and Indra 
theertham, Ablutions offered to the ancestors after 
a dip in these sacred tanks are supposed to be received 
It is believed that Nala Maharaja 
with his wife and children on his way back from a 


by them in person. 


pilgrimage offered worship to the Lord here and con- 
ducted a festival for him. It is also said that goddess 
Kali installed a Lingam in this place, worshipped him 
and thereby got relieved of the sin of challenging Lord 
Siva in a dance. 

According to the temple authorities the Pandya 
rulers constructed the temple. It occupies an area 
of 3:03 acres. The site is rectangular. The temple 
compound runs tó a length of 403’, the breadth being 
327. The rajagopuram of the Lord is 75’ in height 
and the tower before the consort is 25' tall. The two 
temples have separate entrances. Both the temples 
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are encompassed by the sacred prakaram. Entering 
the rajagopuram which is facing east, one has to 
cross the flag-mast to reach the Natarajar mandapam. 
The temple dedicated to Sri Natarajar is on the right 
side here, facing southwards. Crossing this, one 
reaches the mahamandapam which contains in it the 
arthamandapam and the sanctum sanctorum of the 
Lord. The presiding deity isin the form of. a Swa- 


yambu Lingam facing east. There is also an inner 
prakaram. In the first prakaram adjoining the Nata- 


rajar mandapam are seen the idols of the 63 Saivite 
The temple of the consort found on the 
In the 
same prakaram, one finds the three sacred tanks and 


Nayanmars. 
right side of the second prakaram faces east. 


the Suryavinayakar temple. Passing the prakaram, 
one enters the dwajasthamba mandapam of the 
consort which contains the flag-mast, the tempie 
kitchen and the sacred Chandra theertham. — This 
mandapam leads to the mahamandapam and the 
sanctum of the consort Sri Soundaranayaki or 
Minnammai. A bed chamber is also found here on 


the right side of the mahamandapam. 


The festival idols in these temples are noted for 


"their beauty. The most beautiful is that of Lord 


Poovannanathar itself. The following interesting 
story of the Thiruvilayadal Puranam is associated with 
this idol. A danseuse by name Rudrakannika or 
Ponnanaiyal who lived here long ago, desired to cast 
a golden image of the deity and looked forward for 
sufficient quantity of gold. Impressed by her devotion 
to Him, Siva came in the guise of a Siddhar and 
converted iron and copper into gold and handed it 
over to her, to accomplish her desire, A golden image 
was cast and possessed by the beauty of it, Ponna- 
naiyal caressed the cheek of the Lord and kissed it. 
Her nail-mark on the cheek of the idol can be seen 
even to-day. The festive idols here in addition to the 
Lord and the consort are the idols of Sri Pillayar, 
Murugar, Valli, Deivayanai, the three Saivite saints, 


Sri Chandrasekharar, Chandeswarar etc. 


ан i se MRE AER а 


cüng the Sthalapuranam of the temple 


A sculpture depi 


The vimanam over the sanctum sanctorum 


Another view of the beautiful vimanam 
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CENSUS - MADRAS 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


As already mentioned, there are many sacred 
tanks here, The deity and the consort have been sung 
in praise by the three Saivite saints in their Thevaram 
and by Saint Manickavasagar in his Thiruvasagam. 
This sthalam is considered as ‘Dakshin Kasi” 


(Benares of the south). 


The temple contains antique jewellery worth about 
Rs. 67,000. They include three precious pendants. 
There are many mounts in the temple. Except Rishaba 
vahanam which is silver plated, all others are made 
of wood. The temple wooden Car is decorated with 
diamonds, when taken in procession. Other immo- 
vable properties of the temple include about 170 acres 


of cultivable lands, cocoanut groves and a market. 


The annual income of the temple is estimated 
to be about Ks. 30,000. There are hereditary priests 
attending to the temple poojas. Service inam and 


offerings from the devotees constitute the income to 


32 
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them. "There are two inscriptions in the temple dating 
back to the time of Pandya kings. 


Poojas are performed six times daily. The festi- 
vals celebrated include Adi Pooram, Navarathri in 
Purattasi, Kolatta uthsavam (10 days) in Турраѕі, 
Arudhra festival in Margazhi, Brahmothsavam in 
Panguni, Karthigai Deepam etc. The festivals in the 
months of Adi and Panguni are celebrated on a grand 
Scale. About 5000 persons congregate on such occa- 
Sions. On the day of Car procession, devotees from 
nearby villages participate in large numbers. 


The temple is managed by Sivaganga Raja family, 
the hereditary trustees. There is no Executive Officer, 
though the temple comes under the Hindu Religious 
and charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department. 
Additions to temple were made 60 years ago, by a 
philanthropic family of Devakottai. Renovation 
work was carried out and Kumbabishegam was per- 


formed in 1961. 
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Location code unit 
SI adopted for 1961 Local name of 
No. Census hamlet or 
a village 
No. Name 
(1) (2) (3 (4) 
1 7 Madagupatti Madagupatti 
(V) 
2 11 Кашараш Каџараш 
(P) - 
3 13 Kilakottai Keelakottai 
Part (V) 
4 26 Keelapoongudi Keelapungudi 
(V) 
5 4 Nalukkottai Nalukkottai 
(V) 
6 ГР до до 


Kilamangalam Kalimangalam 
alias Kalayar- 
mangalam 
Part (V) 


7 46 


Name Reported 
of age (in 

Temple ycars) 
(5) (6) 

Sri Meenakshi 46 
Sundareswarar 
Temple (S) 

Sri Arasadi Not 
Pillayar known 
Temple (G) 

Sri Adheenamu- Not 


daya Ayyanar known 
Temple (O) 


Sri Meenakshi 90 
Sundareswarar 
Temple (S) 


Sri Ekala Devi Not 
Amman known 
Temple (F) 

Sri Sundara Not 
Vinayakar known 
Temple (G) 

Sri Meenakshi 60 
Sundareswarar 
Temple (S) 


m 


0:41 


0-02 


0:30 


0:35 


0:02 


Below 
0:01 


0:25 


Principal Deity 


(8) 
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SIVAGANGA 
Location 
Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Sundares- 
warar 


Sri Pillayar 


Sri Adheena- 
mudaya 
Ayyanar 


Sri Sundares- 
warar 


Sri Ekala Devi 
Amman 


Sri Sundara 
Vinayakar 


Sri Sundares- 
warar 


Sri Meenakshi- Nattarasan- 


amman kottai 
Sri Jambukes- Railway station 
warar 7 miles 
Sri Agilandes- 
wari 
m Капа! 
Railway station 
6 miles 
a do 


Sri Meenakshi- Sivaganga 


amman Railway station 
10 miles 
YA Sivaganga 
Railway station 
. 8 miles 
А do 


Sri Meenakshi- Nattarasan- 
amman kottai 
Railway station 
4 miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


TALUK 


Annual 

income 
assessed for 
Fasli 1375 

by H. R. 

& C. E. Wet 
(A) Dept. 

Rs. 


a1) (12) 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 


Wet 
Dry & Others 
Dry 
(13) (14) (15) 


Movable property 


Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 


ae 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department 


540 asa 
200 173 
220 . 24-89 
3,947 8118 
250 4:03 
234 1:50 
200 - 


5:08 <... 


Buildings-13  ... 


... 


an 


100 


10 


147 


737 


(18) 


Rishabams-3 
Peacock 
Bandicoot 
Horse 
Kedayam 
Sahadais-2 
Palanquin 


Bandicoot 


Elephant 
Peacock 
Bandicoot 
Horse 


Rishabams-4 
Horse 
Peacock 
Bandicoot 
Kedayams 
Sahadais-2 


Rishabam 
Peacock 
Palanquin 


Periodical 


rites performed 


on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Four times a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukka! 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Pandaram 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Vellaiar 


Four times a day 
by a Gurukkal 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Pillai 


Twice a day 
by a Brahmin 


Four times a day 
by a Gurukkal 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Sivarathri 


Adi Pooram 


252 


Location code unit 
adopted for 1961 Local name of 


SI. 
Census hamlet or 
No. - village 
No. Name 

a (2) (3) (4) 

8 56 Idayamelur (P) Рѕапі 

9 55 do Idayamelur 
10 73 Sivaganga (P) Sivaganga 
11 m do do 
12 2$ do do 
13 91 Kollangudi Ariyakurichi 

(P) 


Name Reported “Area 
of age (in in 

Temple years) 

(5) (6) m 

Sri Seruvalinga Not 015 
Ayyanar alias known 
Kasilingam 
Mahalingaswamy 
Temple (O) 

Sri Varadamunee- Not Below 
Swarar known 001 
Temple (O) 

Sri Sundararaja 200 0:13 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 

Sri Vadakkuveethi 200 1'15 
Dhrowpathi- 
amman 
Temple (F) 

Sri Gowri Not 0:12 
Vinayakar known 
Temple (G) 

Sri Vettudayar 500 035 
Kaliamman 
Temple (F) 
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SIVAGANGA 
Location 
Principal Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) (19) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Seruva- Sri Karuppar Sivaganga 
linga Sri Kaliamman Railway station 
Ayyanar 5 miles 
Sri Varadamune- ` See Sivaganga 
eswarar Railway station 
6 miles 
Sri Sundararaja Sri Sowmya  Sivaganga 
Perumal Narayana Railway station 
Perumal 1mile 
Sri Dhrowpathi- ns do... 
amman 
Sri Gowri T do 
Vinayakar 


Sri Vettudayar Sri Vettudaya Nattarasankottai 


Kaliamman Ayyanar Railway station 
Sri Poorana 7 miles 
Pushkala 
Sri Kaliamman 
Sri Senai- 


karuppar 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


TALUK (Contd.) 


Fasli 1375 , 


by H. R. 
& C. E. Wet 
(A) Dept. 
Rs. 


1) (12) 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 


Movable property 


Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 


(17) (18) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


901 Extent not stated 


1,045 6°63 
255 - 
450 ... 
600 ... 

33,250 6'05 


800 - 


600 Ratham 
Garuda 
Horse 
Chapparam 
Palanquin 
Hanumar 
Sesha 


241 ... 


1,750 Kedayam 


А Palanguin 
Car 
Kedayams-2 
Bandicoot 
Swan, Lion 
Kamadhenu 
Bhootham 
Rishabam 
Horse 
Chapparams-2 
Swan 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behaif of 
temple 


(19) 


Twice а day 
bya hereditary 
Yelar 


Twice a week 
bya hereditary 
Poosari 


Twice a day 
by a Brahmin 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Pillai 


Once a day 
by a Gurukkal 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Vellalar 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Kudhirai Eduppu 
in Masi 


Panguni Uthiram 


Tamil New 
Year's Day 

Sri Jayanthi 

Karthigai Deepam 

Brahmothsavam 
in Vaikasi 


Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 


Brahmothsavam 
in Panguni 
Adi 18th day 
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SI. 


No. 


(0 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


21 


Location code uni 
adopted for Deb Local name of 
Census hamlet or 
village 
No. Name 
Q) (3) (4) 
91 Kollangudi Kollangudi 
(P) 
117 Madapuram Madapuram 
(V) 
» do do 
118 Tiruppu- Tiruppu- 
vanampudur vanampudur 
Part (V) 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 
Sri Poisolla 500 
Mei Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 
Sri Adaikkalam 
katha Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 
150 
Sri Badrakali- 
amman 
Temple (F) 
Sri Mottaya- Not 
swamy known 
Temple (O) 


120 Tiruppuvanam Neelamudikarai Sri Adhigamudaya 500 
Neelamudikarai Ayyanar 
(V) Temple (O) 
is do Tiruppuvanam Sri Ranganatha 80 
kottai Perumal 
Temple (V) 
123 Manalur Manaloor Sri Adaikalam Not 
(V) katha Ayyanar known 
Temple (O) 
131 Kondagi Kondagai Sri Kaikkugaia- Not 
(P) yaramudaya known 


Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 


о): 


9:06 


0:82 


0:01 


0:16 


0:36 


0:07 


0°05 


Principal Deity 


(8) 
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SIVAGANGA 
Subedeities Location 
(Nearest Railway 
station) 
(9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Poisolla 
Mei Ayyanar 


Sri Ayyanar 
Sri Badrakali- 


amman 


Sri Mottaya- 
swamy 


Sri Аууапаг 


Sri Ranganatha 
Perumal 


Sri Ayyanar 


Sri Kaikkugaia- 


yaramudaya 
Ayyanar 


Sri Kali- Nattarasankottai 
amman Railway station 
Sri Karuppu- 3 miles 
swamy 
Ed Tiruppuvanam 
>  Railwaystation 
| 1 mile 
TES | 
Sri Karuppa- Tiruppuvanam 
nnaswamy Railway station 
Sri Kali- 1 furlong 
amman 
Sri Ayyanar 
š do 
Sri Ubaya- Tiruppuvanam 
nachiamman Railwaystation 
Sri Ranga- 3 furlongs 
nayaki 
Silaiman 
Railway station 
2 miles 
... Silaimao 
Railway station 
4 miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Movable property 


Annual —— —F, n JY 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for · property (in acres) Rs. Periodical 
Fasli 1375 ——— —  nv— о rites performed 
by H. R. Wet Аррта- Repor- Vahanam on behalf of 
& C. E. Wet Dry & Others by ted by temple 
(A) Dept. Dry H.R.& temple 
. B. (A) 
pt. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) (I9) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


200 6:56 ... $e eee “Sç se eee Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Vellalar 
1,749 4°57 1°80 see Cocoanut - 5,000 aes Once a day 
Grove by а Poosari | 
2:30 
600 0:67 See En Shops-3 AA os 225 Twice а week 
Tea-stall by a Chettiar 
Bus stand 
724 14°49 m "T е pret 3 - Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 
881 5:05 m m sii So 1,100 Palanquin Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 
200 5:00 <... ... „4 m ... m Twice a week 
by:a hereditary 
Velar 
704 2°00 1-00 P Cocoanut 256 500 sia Once a day 
trees-7 by a hereditary 


Velar 


Feativals 


(20) 
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Location code unit 
8! adopted for 1961 Local name of 
No Census hamlet or 
E village 
No. Name 
(0 Q (3) (4) 
22 131 Kondagi (Р) Kondagai 
23 142 Allinagaram Allinagaram 
(V) 
24 143 Melarangiam Keelarangiam 
(V) 
25 146 Vadanendal Vadanendal 
(V) 
26 153 Vembathur Vembathur 
(P) 
27 195  Siriakottai Periakottai 
(P) 
28 198 Idaikattur Idaikathur 
Part (V) 
29 ГА до до 


Name Reported 
ot age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 
Sri Deivanayaga Not 
Perumal known 
Temple (V) 


SriThandeeswara Not 
Ayyanar known 
Temple (O) 


Not 
known 


Sri Viswanatha- 
swamy and 
Visalakshi« 
amman 
Temple (S) 


Sri Veeramahali- 150 
amman 


Temple (F) 
Sri Pillayar Not 
Temple (G) known 


Sri Abathukatha Not 
Vinayakar known 
Temple (G) 


Not 
known 


Sri Karuvudaya 
Ayyanar 
alias 
Nirthamudaya 
Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 


Sri Karia Manicka Not 
Perumal known 
Temple (V) 


(7) 


0:01 


0:03 


0:30 


0:11 


0:30 


0:45 


0°04 


0728 
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SIVAGANGA 
Location 
Principal Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Deivanayaga Sri Vara- Silaiman 
Perumal mangai Railway station 
Thayar 4 miles 
Sri Thandeeswara Vie Tiruppuvanam 
Ayyanar Railway station 
3 miles 


Sri Viswanatha- Sri Visalakshi- Tiruppuvanam 


swamy amman Railway station 
5 miles 
Sri Veeramahali- е Tiruppuvanam 
amman Railway station 
3 miles 
Sri Pillayar oa Tiruppachetti 
Railway station 
3 miles 
Sri Abathu- Sri Kailasa- — Sivaganga 
katha nathar Railway station 
Vinayakar 9 miles 
Sri Ayyanar Sri Irulayi- Muthanendal 
amman Railwaystation 
Sri Irulappar 15 miles 
Sri Karuppar 
Sri Karia Sri Devi Muthanendal 
Manicka Bhu Devi Railway station 
Perumal 2 miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Annual 
income 


assessed for 
Fasli 1375 


(11) 


= ——— Ü 


Wet 


(12) 


Extent of immovable 


Dry 


(13) 


Wet 
& 
Dry 


(14) 


property (in acres) 
А 


Others 


(5) 
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Movable property 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


8:6 


- 413 


468 


345 


800 


200 


415 


450 


33 


Extent not stated 


497 


12:00 


5:00 


7:68 


460 


525 


6:00 


... 


1°75 


Cocoanut 
trees—4 


Vacant 
plot 
1:00 


ннер 
Value of Jewellery ji 
Rs. Periodical Е 
—— _ O—o_O“ T. rites performed Festivals 
Apprai Repor- Vahanam on behalf of 
sed by ted by temple 
H.R.& temple 
C. E. (A) 
(16) (17) (18) (19) (20) 
see 750 Chapparam Twice a day one 
Tholukki- by a Bhatta- 
niyan chariar 
m 456 E Once a day | Annual festival 
by a hereditary Chithrai 
Velar 7 
ane ... son Once a day - 


by a Bhattar 


m 5 vee Once a day ... 
bya hereditary 
Pandaram 


ies 100 Sen Once a day gu 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


ase exe Peacock Once a day о 
Bandicoot by a Gurukkal 


is. ... T Twice a week ААА 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


PI ... eon Once a day ... 
by a hereditary 
Bhattar 
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Location code unit 


81, adopted for 1961 Local пате оѓ 
N Census hamlet or 
o. village 
No. Name 

a) 02) (3) (4) 

30 198 Idaikathur Idaikathur 
Part (V) 

31 200  Vellikurichi  Yellikurichi 
(P) 

32 201 Thiruppachetti Thiruppachetti 
South (V) 

3 , do do 

34 204 Piramanur Piramanur 
(Р) 

35 213  Mareanalu Maranadu 
Part (V) 

36 249 Manamadurai Manamadurai 
(P) 

I и do _ do 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 
Sri Manikande- 250 
swarar and 
Soundaranayagi- 
amman 
Temple (S) 


Sri Purakkosudaya Not 
Ayyanar known 
Temple (O) 


Sri Malaimandala 500 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Sri Maruthudaya Not 


Ayyanar | known 
Temple (O) 

Sri Kailasanatha- 600 
swamy 
Temple (S) 

Sri Karuppanna- Not 
swamy known 
Temple (O) 

Sri Nirthala- Not 
mudaya known 
Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 

Sri Thiaga Not 
Vinoda known 
Perumal 


Temple (V) 


isi 


m 


0:68 


Below 


0:01 


0:10 


0:06 


0:78 


0:30 


0:15 


0:03 
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SIVAGANGA 
Location: 
Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Manikande- Sri Soundara- Muthanendal 


Swarar nayagi- Railway station 
amman 14 miles 
Sri Ayyanar me Tiruppachetti 
Railway station 
1 furlong 
Sri Malai- Sri Alamelu- do 
mandala mangai 
Perumal Sri Ubaya- 
nachiar 
Sri Maruthu- Sri Poorana  Tiruppachetti 
daya Pushkala Railway station 
Ayyanar 13 miles - -- 


Sri Kamakshi Tiruppuvanam 
Amman Railway station 
Sri Vinayakar 34 miles 


Sri Kailasa- 
nathaswamy 


Sri Karuppa- Sri Badrakali- Tiruppachetti 
nnaswamy amman Railway station 
3 miles 
Sri Ayyanar Manamadurai 
Junction 
1 furlong 
Sri Thiaga Manamadurai 
Vinoda Tunction 
. Perumal 4 mile 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Movable property 


Annual 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. Periodical 
Fasli 1375 ——— ————— — —— A —— —— rites performed 
by H. R. Wet Apprai- Report-  Vahanam on behalf of 
& C. E. Wet Dry & Others sed by ed by temple 
(A) Dept. Dry H.R.& temple 
Rs, : C. E. (A; 
an (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) (19) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


273 es see 3°60 Pre — 40 Peacock 
Elephant 
Kedayam 


Horse 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkai 


225 ... m — ... ... san Once a day 
bya hereditary 


Velar 


335 8:00 ee ss ene Em ces Ans Once a day : 
by a hereditary 


Bhattachariar 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


235 408 ise = wee ... E ... 


30:50 ее wes ee Е Veo Twice a day 
by a hereditary 


Brahmin 


760 413 


Vacant «ёе oes ... Twice a week 
plot by a hereditary 
0:50 д š Poosari 


300 6:64 oo Ses 


Building ... ... ... 
Shops-2 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


334 ... ... ... 


Value Garuda Once a day 
not by a hereditary 
stated Bhattar 


288 175 on ... ... ... 


Festivals 


(20) 


259 


Karthigai Deepam 
Panguni Uthiram 


Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 
Navarathri 
Thirovadhirai 
Sivarathri 


Location code unit 


3 249 


adopted for 1961 
Census 
No. Name 
(2) (3) 
Manamadurai 
(P) 
274 Maravattikari- 
salkulam (P) 
6 Alavakottai 
(P) 
11 Kattiapatti (P) 
19 Paganeri (P) 
79 do 
co 


Local name of Name Reported 
hamlet or of age (in 
village Temple years) 
4) (5) (6) 
Manamadurai Sri Sangu Not 
Vinayakar known 
Temple (G) 
Enathi Sengottai Sri Angala Not 
Parameswari known 
Temple (F) 
Ammachipatti Sri Manakoli- Not 
amman known 
Temple (F) 
Chockanatha- Sri Thirukannan- Not 
puram kudy Nayanar known 
Temple (S) 
Paganeri Sri Neelakande- 300 
Swaraswamy 
Temple (S) 
do Sri Pulvanayagi 250 
amman 
Temple (F) 
do Sri Vinnavanna 400 
Ferumal 


Temple (V) 


(7) 


1:50 


0:50 


0*13 


0:72 


0:38 


0:16 


0:22 


Principal Deity 


(8) 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


SIVAGANGA 
Location 
Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Sangu 


Vinayakar 


Sri Angala 
Parameswari 


Sri Manakoli- 
amman 


Sri Thirukan- 
nankudy 
Nayanar 


Sri Neelakande- Sri Karuna- 


ru Manamadurai 
Junction 
13 miles 
Sri Irulayi- Sudiyur 
amman Railway station 
Sri Veeraba- 2 miles 
drar i 
Sri Irulappa- 
swamy 
Sri Chandana 
Karuppar 


Temples under the control of 


Sivaganga 
Railway station 
15 miles 


Kallal 
Railway station 
7 miles 


Sri Siruthen- 
mozhiyal 


3 miles 


1 
swaraswamy kadakshi 
Amman 
Sri Pulvanayagi sa Panangudi — 
amman Railway station 


Perumal 


Sri Vinnavanna Sri Andal 


ым 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Movable property 
Annual 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for TO) i Rs. 
Fasli 1375 property (in acres) 
y H. Wet гаі» Repore Vabanam 
& C. E. Wet Dry & Otbers by ted by 
(A) Dept. Dry H.R.& temple 
Rs. C.E. (А) 
t. 
а) (12) (13) (14) (15) ај а? (18) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Concld.) 
693 РА °... aes oo ove 200 Kedayam 
549 1:06 ase 20:00 za ... 150 Реассск 
Sivaganga Devasthanam 
Not 6:86 ose + 2 РЕ 578 
stated 
1,100 ace - ace 252 555 628 Rishabams-2 
Horse 
Peacock 
Bandicoot 
Kedayam 
Tholukkiniyan 
... 1,964 Silver 
Rishabam 
Rishabam 
Peacock 
Kedasam 
Sooran 
Bandicoot 
4,330 11:63 san ese one 70,208 ^. — Silver 
Rishabam 
Car, Palanquin 
Rishabam 
Bhootham 
Horse 
Kamadhenu 
aes 715 Palanquin 
Garuda 


Horse 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 

_ temple 


(19) 


Twice.a week 
by a hereditary 
Pillai 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Pillai 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Four times a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Four times a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Five times a day 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Four times a day 
by a Bhattachariar 


261 


Festivals 


Q0) 


Annual festival 
in Vaikasi 


Brahmothsavam 
in Masi 


Skandha Sashti 
Navarathri 
Thiruvadhirai 
Karthigai Deepam 
Masi Magam 


Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 
Annual festival 

in Ani 


Sri Jayanthi 
Navarathri 


262 


Location code unit 


а adopted for 1961 Local name of 
No Census hamlet or 
village 

No, Name 
(o qa (3) (4) 
6 28 Tirumalai Thirumalai 
(Koneripatti) 
(V) 
7 54 Sholapuram (P) Sholapuram 
8 73 Sivaganga (P) Sivaganga 
9 » do do 
10 76 Nattarasan- Nattarasan- 
kottai (P) kottai 
11 Pr do do 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 
Sri Thirumalai- Not 
nathaswamy known 
Temple (S) 


Sri Arulmozhi- 800 
nathaswamy 
Temple (S) 


Sri Viswanatha- 100 


swamy 
Temple (S) 

Sri Sasivarnes- Not 
warar known 
Temple (S) 

Sri Karikala Not 
Choleeswarar known 
Temple (S) 

Sri Venkata- 350 
chalapathy 
Perumal 


Temple (V) 


Area 


(7) 


0°03 


0°62 


0:50 


0:31 


0:41 


0:86 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATH 


SIVAGANGA 
Location 
Principal Пену — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) (10) . 


Temples under the control of 


Sri Malaikozhu- Sri Bagam- Sivaganga 
ntheeswarar  piríyal Railway station 
Ambal 12 miles 
Sri Arulmozhi- Sri Aramya- Sivaganga 
natha- lartha- Railway station 
swamy nayagi 6 miles 
Sri Viswanatha- Sri Visalakshi Sivaganga 
swamy Railway station 
1 mile 
Sri Sasivarne- Sri Periyana- do 
swarar yaki 
Sri Karikala Sri Sivakami Nattarasankottai 
Choleeswarar amman Railway station 
1} miles 
Sri Venkata- Sri Andal Nattarasankottai 
chala Perumal Railway station 
1$ miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Annual 
income Extent of immovable 
assessed for property (in acres) 
Fasli 1375 = но 
ri CE Wet D s hei 
‚Б. : We ту Others 
(A) Dept. Dry 
Rs. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) a5 
Sivaganga Devasthanam (Contd.) 
2,350 31:90 ... "P E 
3,827 6:69 2:65 Ea а 
1,113 2:48 = WA Vacant 
plot 
3.982 0°66 ore m ave 
403 ce sas s ase 
100 see wis Sés e. 


Movable property 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. Periodical 
rites performed 
Appraise Repore Vabanam on behalf of 
sed ted by temple 
H. R. & temple 
C.E. (A) 
a6) (17) (18) (19) 
sei 381 Four times a day 
by hereditary 
Gurukkals 
32,795 EM Silver Five times a day 
Rishabams-2 by hereditary 
Kamadhenu Gurukkals 
Parrot 
Sahadai 
Palanquin 
Kedayam 
Swan 
Bhootham 
Peacock 
Lion 
EM 2,433 Car, Peacock Four times a day 
Rishabam by a Gurukkal 
Horse, Swan 
Elephant 
Ss 666 Horse Five times a day 
Kedayam by hereditary 
Gurukkals 
49,209 РРА Silver Four times a day 
Rishabams-3 by a hereditary 
Peacock Gurukkal 
Bandicoot 
Ratham 
56,809 ... Gold Garuda Four times a day 


Silver Kedayam by a Bhatta- 
Palanquin chariar 
Elephant 

Horse, Lion 

Hanumar 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Brahmothsavam 
in Ani 


Navarathri 
Skandha Sashti 


2 Karthigai Оеерат 


Thiruvadhirai 
Panguni Uthiram 


Navarathri 

Karthigai Deepam 

Arudhra 
Dharisanam 


... 


Vasanthothsavam 
in Panguni 

Navarathri 

Vaikunta Ekadasi 


264 


Location code unit 


Si adopted for 1961 Local name of 
No. Census hamlet or 
. village 
No. Name 
( (2 (3) (4) 
12 76 Nattarasan- Nattarasan- 
kottai (P) kottai 
13 90 Kaliarkoil Somanatha- 
(P) mangalam 
14 102 Kadampan- Keezhavani- 
kulam (V) yangudi 
15 107 Kovanur Kovanur 
(V) 
16 119 
pudur Part 
(P) 


(5) 


Sri* Kannudaya- 
nayagiamman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Someswarar, 

Kaleeswarar, 

Chockanatha- 
swamy 
Temple (S) 


Sri Maruthappa 
Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 


Sri Subramania- 
swamy 
Temple (M) 


swarar 
Temple (S) 


Reported 
age (in 
years) 


(6) 


400 


Not 
known 


180 


Tiruppuvanam  Tiruppuvanam Sri Pushpavanes Not 


known 


Area 
in 
acres 


(7) 


0:44 


4:32 


0:20 


0'62 


3°02 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATB 


Principai Deity 


(8) о) 


SIVAGANGA 


Location 


Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 


station) 


(10) 


Temples under control of 


Sri Kannudaya- m 
nayagi 


Nattarasankottai 
Railway station 
2 mile 


Sri Someswarar Sri Soundara- Sivaganga 


Sri Swarna- nayagi 
kaleeswarar Sri Sourna- 
Sri Chocka- valli 
nathar Sri Meenakshi 
(Sundare- 
swarar) 


Sri Maruthappa Sri Konnasi 
Ayyanar Karuppar 


Sri Subramania- Sri Valli 
swamy Deivayanai 


Railway station 
1! miles 


Sivaganga 
Railway station 
2 miles 


Sivaganga 
Railway station 
6 miles 


Sri Pushpavas Sri Soundara- Tiruppuvanam 


neswarar nayaki 
(Sri Poovana- 


nathar) 


Railway station 
1 mile 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 
Movable property 


Annual ——n 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery MS 
assessed for , property (in acres) Rs. Periodical 
Fasli 1375 АА rites performed 
by H. R, Wet Apprai- Repor- Vahanam on behalf of 
& C. E. Wet Dry & Others sed by ted by temple 
(A) Dept. Dry H.R.& temple 
Rs. Ç. E. (A) 
Dept. ) 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) (19) 


Sivaganga Devasthanam (Contd.) 


2,986 4:84 rer} m 
34,640 49°15 23-48 E 
Not РТА es in 
stated 
4,508 za Not ES 
stated 
30,000 14540 2425 ai 


- 1,93,235 


Houses-2 2,51,298 
Cocoanut 

Grove 

7517 


Cocoanut 
Grove 
10:28 
Market 


70,409 


... 


eon 


Silver Ratham Five times a day 


Kedayam by a hereditary 
Horse Poosari 
Lion, Swan 


Kamadhenu, Car 
Palanquins-2 
Horse 

Elephant 
Bhcotham 


Silver Six times a day 
Rishabams-4 by hereditary 
Bandicoot Gurukkals 

Cars-3 

Tholukkiniyans-2 

Kedayams-7 

Lion, Swan 

Kamadhenu 

Peacock, Horse 

Elephant 

Palanquins-4 

Sahadais-3 

Rishabam 


wee Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Once a day 
by a Gurukkal 


Silver 
Rishabam 
Kamadhenu 
Chapparams-5 
Sahadais-2 
Cars-2 
Rishabams-2 
Elephants-2 
Bhootham, Swan 
Peacock 
Bandicoot 
Palanquin 
Kedayams-3 
Parrot 
Karpaga 
Viruksham 
Kailasa 
Parvadham 


Six times a day 
by hereditary 
Bhattars 


265 


Festivals 


(20) 


Festival in 
Vaikasi 

Navarathri 

Festivals in Thai 
Adi and 
Iyppasi 


Brahmothsavam 
in Vaikasi 

Thai Poosam 

Karthigai Deepam 

Arudhra 
Dharisanam 

Adi pooram 

Navarathri 


Navarathri 

Arudhra 
Dharisanam 

Brahmothsavam 
in Panguni 

Adi Pooram 

Karthigai Deepam 


266 


Location code unit 


gj, adopted for 1961 
No. Census 
No. Name 
а) Q (3) 
17 175 Marakathur 
(P) 
18 176 Marathur 
(V) 
19 201 Thiruppachetti 
South (V) 
20 240 Marandai 
(P) 
21 249 Manamadurai 
(P) 
22 КЕ до 
23 oe do 
4 ,, do 


(4) 


Puliyurani 
(Uruvatti) 


Marathur 


Thiruppachetti 


Seithur 


Manamadurai 


do 


do 


Nettoor 


Name Reported Area 
of age (in in 
Temple years) acres 
(5 ($) (7) 

Sri Uruvatti Not 0:24 
Perianayagi known 
amman 
Temple (E) 

Sri Murthi- 700 0:38 
nayanar 
Temple (S) 

Sri Thirunokkiya Not 0:51 
Azhagianathar known 
Temple (S) 

Sri Chandrase- 400 0:48 
kharaswamy 
Temple (S) 

Sri Somanatha- Not 0:72 
swamy known 
Temple (S) 

Sri Appan Not 0:19 
Perumal; known 
Temple (V) 

Sri Veerazhagar 500 059 
Temple (V) 

Sri Sornavaree- 500 1:00 
swarar 


Temple (S) 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


SIVAGANGA 
Location 
Principal Пену Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
. (8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the control of 


Sri Perianayagi- Sivaganga 
amman Railway station 
Sri Murthi- Sri Soundara- Sivaganga 
nayanar nayaki Railway station 
20 miles 
Sri Thiruno- Sri Maruno- Tiruppachetti 
kkiya Azha- kkum Railway station 
gianathar Poongu- 18 miles 
zhali 
Sri Chandra- Sri Maragatha Paramakkudi 
sekhara- Valli Railway station 
swamy 14 miles 
Sri Somanatha- Sri Ananda- Manamadurai 
swamy valli Junction 
Sri Appan Sri Devi Manamadurai 
alšas Bhu Devi Junction 
Srinivasa- 2 furlongs 
Perumal 
Sri Veerazhagar Sri Sundara- Manamadurai 
rajaperumal Junction 
Sri Soundara- 
valli 
Sri Sorna- Sri Santha- Kamuthakudi 
varecswarar nayaki Railway station 
2 miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


TALUK (Contd.) 


(11) (12) 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 


Dry 


(13) 


(14) 


Sivaganga Devasthanam (Concld.) 


821 ins 
1,917 s 
2,300 ч, 
4,265 oi 
6,600 m 

365 m 
1269 ie 
6,500 = 


one 


(15) 


Shops 


Movable property 


Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 


10,667 


23,776 


417 


252 


1,769 


35 


(18) 


Car 


Kedayams-4 
Peacock 
Horse 
Rishabam 
Bandicoot 


Rishabam 


Silver 
Rishabam 
Cars-2 
Palanquin 
Kedayamse3 
Elephants-2 
Horses-2 
Rishabams-2 
swan, Parcot 
Kamadhenu 
Peacock 


Horse 
Elephant 
Sesha, Garuda 
Hanumar 
Paianquin 


Car, Palanquin 
Rishabams-2 
Elephant 
Swan, Peacock 
Horse 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Thrice a day 
by a hereditary 
Konar 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattar 


Four times a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Four times a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattar 


Four times a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattar 


Four times a day 
bv a Brahmin 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Festival in 
Panguni 


Festival in 
Chithrai 
Navarathri 
Pidari festival 
in Panguni 
Skandha Sashti 
Karthigai Deepam 
Thiruvadhirai 


Festival in 
Chithrai 

Vaikunta Ekadasi 

Brahmothsavam 
in Adi 


Brahmothsavam 
in Ani 


268 
Location code unit 
51 adopted for 1961 Local name of 
No. Census et or 
Ы village 
No. Name 
а) (2) (3) (4) 
1 245 Peridkannanur —Nachiar- 
(P) Kannanur 


Reported Area 


Name 
of age (in in 
Temple years) acres 
G (6) (7) 

Sri Selva Not 0:10 
Vinayakar, known 
Viswanathar, 

Visalakshi 
amman 


Temple (S) 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


SIVAGANGA 
| Location 
Principal Пену — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples outside the Hindu Religious 


Sri Selva PAA Sivaganga 
Vinayakar, Railway station 
SrijViswanathar, 12 miles 
Sri Visalakshi- 
amman 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Concld.) 


Movable property 
Annual <———— Vn l. n a o —— 
income | Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery ; 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. Periodical 
Fasli1375 —ək>. =— n rites performed 
by H.R. Wet Apprai- Repor- Vahanam on bebalf of 
& C. E. Wet Dry & Others sed by ted by temple 
(A) Dept Dry H.R.& temple 
s. C. E. (A) 
di) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) (19) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department 
700 16:81 3°76 p Cocoanut m" ... oon No Pooja 


Grove 
4:66 
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Festivals 


(20) 


TIRUVADANAI TALUK 


14 KANDADEVI 


Sri Swarnamurtheeswarar (alias) Siragilinathaswamy 
Temple 


The etymology of the names of certain places in 
South India reveals interesting associations with some 
well known mythological incidents. Kandadevi about 
4 kilometres from Devakottai is an instance in point. 
It issaid that the Devas met the divine Mother here and 
requested Her to kill the formidable demon Chanda- 
suran. Kali did accordingly and later worshipped 
Siva in Kaliyarkoil in order to regain her form of 
Parvathi. “Kanda” in Tamil means seen. Since the 
Devi was seen by the Devas at this place it got the 
name of Kandadevi.= 


There is a popular Siva shrine here, dedicated to 
Sri Swarnamurtheeswarar or Siragilinathar. In the 
month of Ani, a big festival is celebrated in the temple 
fora period of 10 days. The divine consort here is 
known as Sri Perivanayaki Amman. It is said that the 
present temple was built some 300 years ago, though 
the original shrine is supposed to have been there for 
along time. Renovations have been made now and 
then by the Raja of Sivaganga, who is the hereditary 
trustee of the temple. 


Kandadevi is linked with several sacred centres by 
bus and train, the nearest railway station being Deva- 
kottai Road at a distance of about 11 kilometres. 
Madurai the district headquarters and Tiruvadanai, 


the taluk headquarters are 100 and 38 kilometres away 


respectively. 


The temple which covers an area of about > 


1:09 acres has a 85 feet high rajagopuram. It has two 
sanctum sanctorum, two prakarams, an arthamanda- 
pam, a mahamandapam and an outer mandapam. 
The Moolavar Sri Swarnamurtheeswarar isa pradhishta 
Lingam here, facing east. In a separate sanctum 
facing south stands the enchanting image of His divine 
consort Sri Perianayaki Ambal. Sri Vinayakar, Subra- 
maniar and Natarajar are the other deities here. There 
are several festival idols here, all made of panchalogam. 
“There is also a separate shrine for Sri Kunguma Kali 


Amman, which is a sub-temple attached to this 
shrine. 


A hereditary Brahmin Gurukkal offers four poojas 
daily. Не is in the enjoyment of service inam lands. 
Besides, he is also entitled to the offerings of devotees. 
The ornaments in the temple in gold and silver are 
worth over Rs. 56,790/-. The temple owns about 
45-09 acres of wet lands and 13:09 acres of dry lands, 
which are leased out for an annual rent of. Rs. 6,814/-. 
This amount is utilised towards the salary of the 
temple servants, for the coaduct of the daily poojas, 
periodical festivals of the temple and for its geueral 
maintenance. The annual hundi collections of the 
temple amount to Rs. 250/- while its income under 
archana, abishega and mudi prarthana charges is 
Rs. 150/- per annum. The temple owns an attractive 
Ther and three Rishaba vahanas, which are silver 
plated. 


The temple comes under the Sivaganga Devas- 
thanam. 


99 TIRUVADANAI 


Sri Adirathneswarar Temple 


Tiruvadanai, which is popularly known as 
** Ajagajapuram " in Sanskrit, is the ninth among the 
fourteen sacred Sivasthalams in Pandya Nad. The 
temple is said to have been built by Pandya Kings. It 
was well maintained by the Naik Kings of Madura. 
The inscriptions in the temple throw light on its 
antiquity. This reputed shrine which is now under the 
patronage of the Raja of Ramanathapuram has been 
visited by the great Saivite saint Thirugnanasamban- 
dar who has composed a sacred Padhigam in praise 
of this sthalam. Sri Arunagirinathar has also 
glorified this sthalam in his famous Thiruppugazh. 


The presiding deity Sri Adirathneswarar is a 
Swayambu Lingam here. His divine consort is known 
as Sri Snegavalliambal. Legend has it that once sage 
Brigu who went to sage Durvasa forgot to pay homage 


The front view of the enchanting Rajagopuram of Adi Ratneswarar temple, Tiruvadanai 


Some of the beautiful images on the Rajagopuram of the temple 


Festival images of Lord Natarajar and Sivakamy Amman 


ле, Б" 
maiale SBE. 


Images of Candikeswarar with Suryan—a rare feature 


A view of the gopuram and Vimanams 


mus 4 


ESL = 


Another view of the gopuram 


weindos Чум uredepuru 1003 эц) JO AƏIA opis V 


One of the paintings of the Sthalapuranam of the temple 


Another painting of the Sthalapuranam 


Another painting depicting the Sthalapuranam 


SRI ADI RATHNESWARAR TEMPLE 


TIRUVADANAI 
(Not to Scale) 


INDEX TO NUMBERS 
Adi Raihneswarar (Moolavar) 
Mandapam 
Nandhi 
Balipeedam 
Dwajasthambam 
'Suriyan 
Kalyana Mandapam 
Мадара 
Sixty Three Nayanmars 
Dakshinamoorthy 
Vinayagar 


Somaskandhar 


VWarunalingam, Viswanathar, 
Yisalakshi & Bhudevi 

Subramaniar, Valli & Deivayanai 

Mahalakshmi 

Chandikeswarar 


Natarajar, Sivakami & Manickavasagar 
Karuvoolam 

Vairavar 

Chandran 

Dandayudhapapi 

Frout Mandapam 

Yagasalai 

Snegavalli Ambal (Mooiavar) 
Chandikeswari 

Palliarai 

Yuhana Mandapam 


Mandapam 


CENSUS - MADRAS 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


to him. This enraged the sage, who cursed him to 
become Ajagajam, an animal with the head of a 
goat (Ajam in sanskrit and Adu in Tamil) and the 
body of ап elephant (Gaja in sanskrit and Yanai in 
Tamil). Thus reduced, Brigu found it difficult to 
sustain his huge body with the food taken through the 
small goat’s mouth. He worshipped the Lord here, 
got rid of his sin and regained his original form. The 
presiding deity is therefore, called Thiru Adanainathar 
or Ajagajeswarar. The place also came to be known 
as Tiruvadanai and Ajagajapuram. 


Tiruvadanai, where this famous shrine stands, lies 
at a distance of about 37 kilometres from Devakottai 
which is also the nearest railway station. This is on 
the bus route from Devakottai and Madurai to Tondi. 
The temple which covers an area of about 10 acres 
has a gigantic 139 feet high rajagopuram with nine 
tiers and presents an inspiring view. The gopuram 
is а specimen of Dravidian art. It was recently 
renovated. It has two prakarams and two sanctum 
sanctorum, apart from a beautiful mandapam in front 
of the Swamy sannadhi called Chockattanchari 
mandapam which consists of about 291 artistically 
carved granite pillars. 


The Moolavar Sri Adirathneswarar is facing 
east. Situated in a separate sanctum stands His divine 
consort Sri Snegavalli, who is also known as Ambayi- 
ravalli. According to a legend, it is said that Sri 
Surya Bhagavan or Sun made this beautiful Lingam 
from a blue diamond, installed it here, offered worship 
to it and regained His lost powers, when one of the 
wheels of His divine Chariot and one of His seven 
horses stopped, all of a sudden. The sacred Surya 
theertham is also supposed to have been created by 
Sun God. It is also said that the great sages Agasthyar, 
Vasishtar, Markandeyar, Romesar and the Devas 
Sri Varunar, Varuni, Kamadhenu and Arjuna and 
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King Musukunda had offered worship to the Lord 
here and attained salvation. Sri Viswanathar,  Visa- 
lakshi, Varadaraja Perumal, Sri Devi, Bhu Devi, 
Suryar, Chandrar, Saneeswarar, Bairavar, Vinayakar, 
Subramaniar, Dakshinamoorthy and the Panchalingas 
are the other deities here. There are also several 
festival idols here, all made of panchalogam. 


Poojas are performed six times daily by hereditary 
Adi Saiva Brahmin priests, who are paid a decent 
monthly salary. The ornaments in the temple in gold 
and silver are worth over Rs. 74,698. The temple 
owns extensive landed property in different villages, 
several buildings and a few vacant plots which are 
leased out for an annual rent of about Rs 37,947; 
thissum is utilised for its maintenance. The annual 
hundi collections of the temple, amount to Rs. 75; 
while its income under archana and abishega charges is 
Rs. 100 per annum. “The temple owns two Thers, 
two Palanquins and several vahanas, ali made of wood, 
apart from three Rishabams, a Peacock, a Bandicoot 
and a Kedayam which are silver plated, 


Of the several festivals celebrated here, the Vaikasi 
Vasanthothsavam and Adi Pooram are the most impor- 
tant ones, when about 4,000 devotees from far and 
near congregate here. 


The temple which comes under the Ramanatha- 
puram Samasthanam is managed by the Raja of Rama- 
nathapuram who is the hereditary trustee of the 
temple. 


About2 kilometres from the coastal town of 
Tondi is a small but impressive road-side temple of 
Tondi Vinayakar. This deity is of famous origin and 
is said to have been worshipped by Sri Rama and 
great saints like Sankara. 
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SI. 
No. 


а) 


Location code unit 


adopted for 1961 Local name of 
Census hamlet or 
village 
No, Name 
(2) (3) (4) 


14 Kandadevi (P) Thanichurani 


16 Melachemban- Aravayal 
mari (P) (Shanmuga- 
nathapuram) 
эз do do 
19 Eluvankottai Eluvankottai 


(v) 


22 Devakottai (M) Eravaseri 


" do Devakottai 


„ до до 


Мате Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 
Sri Karbaga Not 
Vinayakar known 
(Sri Karpaga- 
muthu 
Vinayakar) 
Temple (G) 
Sri Mcerakshi Not 


Sundareswarar known 
Temple (S) 


Sri Kaliamman Not 


Temple (F) known 
Sri Vadakkuva 150 

Chelliamman 

Temple (F) 


Sri Adbeenamilagia 80 
Ayyanar and 
Kaliamman 
Temple (O) 


Sri Kailasanathar 50 
and Nithya 
Kalyaniamman 
Temple (S) 


Sri Nagara Sivan 120 
alias Meenakshi 
Sundareswarar 


Temple (S) 


js 


(7) 


Below 
0:01 


0:20 


0:22 


215 


4'00 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATB 


TIRUVADANAI 
Location 
Principal Deity | Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8 (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Karpaga Sri Danda- Devakottai 
Muthu yudhapani Road 
Vinayakar Railway station 

8 miles 
Sri Sundares- Sri Meen- 1 
Tome pesa о Devakottai 
Road 
Railway station 
j 24 miles 
Sri Durgai- x 
amman | 
Sri Vadakkuva vue Devakottai 
Chelliamman Road 
Railway station 
6 miles 
Sri Аууапаг Sri Kaliam- — Devakottai 
man Road 
Railway station 
7 miles 
Sri Kailasa- Sri Nithya Devakoitai 
nathar Kalyani Road 
amman Railway station 
Sri Bairavar 6 miles 


Sri Meenakshi Devakottai 
amman Road 
Railway station 
7 miles 


Sri Sundares- 
warar 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK 


А8 Movable property 2 
іпсоте Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. Periodical 
Fasli 1375 rites performed 
by H.R Wet Apprai- Верог-. Vahanam on behalf of 
&C.E Wet Dry & sedby ted by temple 
(A) Пер: Dry H.R.& temple 
Rs. C. E. (A) 
Dept. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) (19) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department 
2i5 ... 855 » -— 58. 500 Bandicoot "Twice а day 
by a bereditary 
Gurukkal 
4,200 Four times a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 
709 si Я -— se ie. Ë 
250 Silver Twice a day 
Horse by a hereditary 
Rishabams-3 Gurukkal 
Peacock 
Bandicoot 
Lion 
Sahadai 
518 iu sv. 24°00 55 1,500 - do 
1,308 Extent not stated e 17,611 - Once a day 
by a hereditarv 
Velar 
2,150 11200 13000 -. ' Houses-5 55,524 ... Silver Four timesa day 
| Rishabams-2 by а hereditary 
Peacock Gurukkal 
Lion 
Bandicoot 
Horse 
Kedayams-3 
5,289 Е B ie Houses-5 1,24,985 ~ Silver Thrice a day 
‘ 2 Ratham by a hereditary 
Rishabam Gurukkal 
Peacock 
Lion 


Bandicoot 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Festival in 
Chithrai 


Annual festival | 
in Vaikasi 


Sivarathri 


Panguni Uthiram 
Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 
Sivarathri 
Thiruvadhirai 
Chithra 

Pournami 


Navarathri 
Skandha Sashti 
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Location code unit 
adopted for 1961 Local name of 


SI. 


Census hamlet or 
No. village 
No. Name 
(D (2) (3) (4) 
8 22 Devakottai Devakottai 
(M) 
95°, ао do 
10 y; do do 
11 » do Thaiayur 
D , do do 
13 36 Thirumana- Kottur 
vayal (P) 


Name Reported 
of age (in 

Temple years) 
6) (6) 


Sri Ranganatha 83 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Sri Chilambani 170 
Chidambara 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


Thinnappa 250 
Chettiar Urani 
Sri Kailasa 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Thalayur- Not 
аптап known 
Temp:e (F) 


Sri Kottaiamman 30 
Temple (F) 


Sri Agastheeswa- 69 
rar and 
Soundara- 
nayagiamman 
Temple (S) 


Area 
acres 


(7) 


0:11 


0-07 


0-22 


0:03 


2°00 


Sri Ranganathar E 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


TIRUVADANAI 
Location 
Principal Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Devakottai Road 
Railway station 
7 miles 


Sri Chidambara Sri Periya- do 
Vinayakar nayagi 
amman 


Sri Viswana- do 
thar 

Sri Visalakshi- 
amman É 

Sri Saneeswarar 

Sri Dandayu- 

' dhapani 

Sri Dakshina- 
murthy 


Sri Kailasa 
Vinayakar 


Sri Harihara Devakottai Road 
puthrar Railway station 
10 miles 


Sri Koothandi 
Perianayagi- 
amman 


Devakottai Rcad 
Railway station 
6 miles ` 


Sri Kottaiamman 


Sri Soundara- Devakottai Road 
nayagiamman Railway station 

Sri Pillayar 12 miles 

Sri Bairavar 

Sri Subramaniar 


Sri Agasthee- 
swarar 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


TALUK (Contd.) 


Annual 
income 
assessed for 
Fasli 1375 —. 
by HR. 


(11) (12) 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 
As 


Movable property 


= 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 


Wet A i- Repor- 
Dry & Others eid by ied br 
Dry H.R.& temple 
C. E. (A) 
Рорі. 
(13) (14) (15) (16) (17) 


aud Charitable Endowments (Admn:) Department (Contd.) 


1,332 oes 


25,531 ВЕЕ m 
4,708 ... ... 
941 m one ae 

n 
1,000 ... ... 
5,367 Extent not stated 


Honses-2 25 
Vacant 
plot 


1,500 


Buildings 14,556 255 
Vacant 

plot 
Cocoanut 

Grove 


Shops-9 
Houses-8 
Vacant 
plot 0:57 
Garden 
0°55 


48,861 525 


250 


Houses-2 one 


... 31,888 on 


Periodical 
. rites performed 
Vahanam on behalf of 
temple 
(18) (19) 
Car Thrice a day 
Palanquins-2 bya Bhatta- 
Tholukkini- chariar 
yans-2 
Lion, Hanumar 
Garuda, Sesha 
Elephant 
Horse 
Кедауат 
Swan , 
Bandicoots-3 Thrice a day 


Palanguins-2 by a Gurukkal 


Silver Four times a day 
Rishabam by a Gurukkal 
Bandicoot 

Kedayam 

Chapparam 

$59. Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukka! 

TN Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Pandaram 

... Four times a day 


by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 
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Festivals 


Q0) 


Brahmothsavam 
in Chithrai 

Navarathri 

Vaikunta Ekadasi 


Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 


Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 

Karthigai Deepam 

Sivarathri 

Masi Magam 
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109) 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


21 


Location собе unit 6 
adopted for 1261 Local папе of Name Reported 
Census hamlet or of age (in 
village Temple years) 
No. Name 
(2) (3) 4) 6) (6) 
40 Kallangudi Kallangudi Sri U:agamula- Not 
(Р) thudaya known 
Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 
56 Sirukannaiyur Sirukannaiyur Sri Ekambara- Not 
(P) nathaswamy known 
Temple (5) 
60 Kunjakulam Keelakctiai Sri Hanumar Not 
(Р) Temple (O) known 
71 Uruthikottai Uruthikottai SriPillayar Not 
(P) Temple (G) known 
81 Karkalathur Thalakkavur Sri Mudeeswarar Not 
(P) Temple (S) known 
94 Pullur Puilur Sri Thirana 300 
(P) Jotheeswarar 
alias Andar 
Temple (S) 
113 Thalermarungur Thalermarungur Sri Аууапаг 200 
(P) Temple (O) 
m do do Sri Badrakali- 200 
. amman 
alias 
Amararthozhu 
Nayagiamman 


Temple (F) 


Area 
in 
acres 


Di 


0:03 


0:01 


0:06 


Below 


oor 


0:02 


0:25 


0:07 


0°04 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATS 


TIRUVADANAI 
Principal Deity Sub-deities Location 
. (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(3). (9) (10) 


* Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Ulagamula- Sri Kaliamman Devakoitai Road 
thudaya Railway station 
Ayyanar 1? miles 


Sri Ekambara- Sri Kamakshi- Devakottai Road 


nathaswamy amman Railway station 
23 miles 
Sri Hanumar А Devakottai Road 
Railway station 
16 miles 
Sri Veda Sri Nagar Devakottai Road 
Vinayakar Railway station 
25 miles 


Sri Orumudee- Sri Agilande- Devakottai Road 


swarar swari Railway station 
27 miles 
Sri Thirana Sri Arianayagi Devakcttai Rcad 
Jotheeswarar Railway station 
25 miles 
Sri Ponnukanda Тү Devakottai Road 
Ayyunar Railway station 
30 miles 
Sri Badrakati ... до 
amman 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


TALUK (Contd.) 


Annual 
income 
assessed for 
Fasli 1375 


by H. R. 
4 E. 


(11) 


02) 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 


Wet 


Dry 


(13) 


& 


Dry 


(14) 


Vahanam 


Movable property 
Value of Jewellery 
Ка. 

Apprai- Repor- 
Others sed by ted b 
| H.R.& temp 

C. E. (A) 
Dept. 

as (16) (17) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


518 


200 


295 


619 


250 


1,817 


413 


468 


11-25 


10:00 


15-00 


750 


2700 


4:50 


10 00 


1:50 


(18) 


... 


oor 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Once a week 
bya hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


do 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Ve:ar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhatiar 


Festivals 


(20) 


... 


... 
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216 
Location code unit 
St adopted for 1961 Local name of 
No Census hamlet or 
? *village 
No, Namo 
(1) (2) Q) (4) 
22 113  Thalermarup-  Thalermarun- 
gur (P) goor 
23 j do do 
24 115 Yattanam (P) Vattanam 
25 117 Tondi (P) Tondi 
26 122 Méelapanaiyur — Melapanaiyur 
(P) 
27 123 Gudalur (P) Ponniyendal 
28 146 Rajasingaman- Rajasingaman- 
galam (P) вајат 


Капе | Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 


Sri Brahmapure- 200 
eswarar 
Temple (S) 


Sri Ulageswarar 100 


Temple (S) 


Sri Viswanathar 300 
and Visalakshi- 
amman 


Temple (S) 


Sri Unthi Poctha 200 
Perumal 


Temple (V) 


Sri Sundareswarar 100 


Temple (S) 


Sri Mariamman 30 
Temple (F) 


Sri Kariamanicka 400 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATH 


TIRUVADANI 
Area А Location 
in Principal Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
actes Station) 
m (8) (9) (10) 
Temples under the Hindu Religious 
0:09 Sri Brahmapure- Sri Brahanna- Devakottai 
eswarar yagi Rcad 
Railway station 
30 miles 
0:07 Sri Ulageswarar Sri Soundara do 
navagi 
0:06 Sri Viswanathar Sri Visalakshi Devakottai 
amman , Road 
Railway station 
35 miles 
012 Sri Unthi Sri Орауа _ Devakot a 
Pootha nachiar Road 
Perumal Railway station 
26 miles 
Not Sri Sundares- Sri Azhagia- Devakottai 
stated warar nayagi- Road 
amman Railway station 
Sri Ganapathi 25 miles 
Sri Subramaniar 
0'04 Sri Jagamari- Devakottaí 
amman Road 
Railway station 
24 miles 
1:00 Sri Kariamani- Sri Devi Ramanatha- 
cka Perumal Bhu Devi puram 


Railway station 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Annual 

income 
assessed for 
Fasli 1375. == 


&C.E. Wet Dry 


a1) (12) (13) 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 
ААШ 


Wet 
& 
Dry 


(14) 


(15) 


and Charitable Endofments (Admn.] Department (Coneld.) 


430 ... - 
253 ons - 
302 aes - 
784 - e 
619 10:00 on 
1,723 1:00 3*00 
230 tos ... 


... 


aoe 


Vacant 
plot 
0:03 


Movable property 


—p 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 
Apprai- Report- Vahanam 
sed by ed by 
H.R. temple 
C. E. (A) 
Dept. 
(16) (17) (18) 
heo ... Sahadai 
Kedayam 


Lion 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Once a day 
bya hereditary 
Brahmin 


do 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal | 


Once а day 
by a Bhattar 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Once a day 
by an Archagar 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Karthigai Dcepam 


280 


Location code unit 


Temple (S) 


SL adopted for 1961 Local name of Name 
N Census hamlet or ot age (in 
о. village Temple years) 
No. Name 
D о (3) e (5) (6) 
L 2 Unjanai (P) Unjanai Sri Thribhuvana 250 
Chakravarthees- 
waraswamy 
Temple (S) 
2 3» do do Sri Deivakali 50 
amman 
Temple (F) 
3 14 Kandadevi Kandadevi Sri Siragilina- 300 
(P) thaswamy or 
Sri Swarnamur- 
theeswarar 
Temple (S) 
4 i8 ` Eluvankottai Kottavayal Sri Naganatha- 150 
(P) swamy 
Temple (S) 
5 19 do Eluvankottai Sri Viswanatha 200 
swamy 
Temple (S) 
6 42 Vethiyan- Karkudi Sri Agasthees- Not 
gulam (V) waraswamy known 
Temple (S) 
7 68 Thiruvegampet Thiruvegampet Sri Ekambara- 500 
(P) nathaswamy 
Temple (S) 
8 106 Radhanur Radhanoor Sri Thillainaya- 503 
у ` (P) gaswamy 


(7) 


0:22 


0:03 


0:09 


0:33 


0:62 


020 


0°83 


0°50 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 
TIRUVADANAI 


Location 
Principal Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 


(8) (9) (10) 
Temples under the control of 


Sri Thribhuvana Sri Soundara- Karaikkudi 


Chakravarthi- —nayagi Junction 
swamy Ambal 5 miles 

Sri Unjamakali- us do 
amman 


Sri Swarnamur- Sri Perianaya- Devakottai 


theeswarar giambal Road 
Sri Kunguma- Railway station 
kaliamman 7 miles 


Sri Naganatha- Sri Brahadam- Devak-ttai 
swamy bal Road 
Railway Station 
10 miles 


Sri Viswanatha- Sri Agilandes- Devakottai 


swamy ' wari Road 
amman Railway station 
8 miles 
Sri Agasthees- 5% Sivaganga 
warar Railway station 


Sri Ekambara- 
nathaswamy 


Sri Snegavalli- Devakottai Road 
amman Railway station 
` 20 miles 


Sri Thillainaya- Sri Soundara- Devakottai Road 
gaswamy nayagi Railway station 
amman 24 miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Annual 
income Extent of immovable 
assessed for roperty (in acres 
Fasli 1375 icons c PPM Gn аа > 
a CE wa D is Others 
‚Б. е гу 
(A) Dept. Dry 
Rs. 
an (12) (13) (14) a5) 
Sivaganga Devasthanam 
575 10°13 ... °... ... 
322 wen P m 
6,814 45:03 13:09 <a m 
Not t17 0:24 e aie 
stated 
930 3:93 ... - "T 
103 see P EN "S 
3,904 ae wad ses E 
459 Tm ave ... es 


Movable property 


Value ог Jewellery 
——- NV 
Apprai- Repor- Vahanam 
sed by ted by ` 
H. R. & temple 
C. E. (A) 
(16) (17) (18) 
56,790 wie Silver 
у Rishabams-3 
Car 
ae 121 T 
18,135 one Car 
E 40 288 
P 712 Car 
ase 9 sue 


Periodical 


rites performed 


on behalf of 
temple 


19) 


Once а day 
by a Gurukkal 


Once a day 
by а Poosari 


Four times a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Four times a day 
by a Gurukkal 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


281 


Festivals 


(20) 


Brahmothsavam 
in Ani 


ase 


Vaikasi Visakam 


Navarathri 

Karthigai Deepam 

Arudhra 
Dharisanam 


282 
Location code unit 
Si adopted for 1961 Local name of Name 
N = Census hamlet or , of 
о. village Temple 
No. Name : 
(10) (2) O) (4) (5) 
9 1:6 Anandoor(P) Anandoor Sri Thirumeni- 
nathaswamy 
Temple (S) 
10 127 Sathanur (P) Sathanur Sri Thiruvalees- 
waraswamy 
Temple (S) 
11 135 Thiruvathiyur —Thiruvathiyur Sri Valmikana- 
(P) thaswamy 
Temple (S) 
1 9 Siruvachi Muthunadu Sri Sivandhapa- 
(P) dhamudayavar 
Temple (S) 
2 24 Thalakkavayal Velimuthi Sri Pazhampathi- 
(Р) (Vazhimukthi)  nathar 
Temple (S) 
3 27 Kannangudi Kappalur Sri Narasinga= 
(P) Perumal 
Temple (V) 
4 ee do Kannangudi Sri Pasupathee- 


swarar 
Temple (S) 


years) 


500 


300 


Reported Area 
age (in 


1n 
acres 


0117 


0:25 


0:24 


0°43 


0:20 


0:65 


Principal Deity 


(8) 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 
TIRUVADANAI 


Sub-deities 


(9) 


Location 
(Nearest Railway 
station) 


(10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Thirumeni- 
nathaswamy 


Sri Thiruvallees- 


waraswamy 


Sri Valmikana- 
thaswamy 


Sri Sivandha- 
padhamuda- 
yavar 


Sri Pazham- 
pathinathar 


Sri Narasinga 
Perumal 


Sri Pasupathee- 
swarar 


Sri Kanagavalli Devakottai 


amman 


Sri Bagam- 
piriyal 


Road 
Railway station 
24 miles 


Devakottai Road 
Railway station 
25 miles 


Devakottai Road 
Raiiway station 
32 miles 


Temples under the control of 


Sri Sivakami- Devakcttai Road 


amman 


Sri Periya- 
nayaki 


Sri Devi 

Bhu Devi 

Sri Santha- 
murthi 


Sri Parvathi- 
amman 


Railway station 
13 miles 


Devakottai Road 
Railway station 


Devakottai Road 
Railway station 
20 miles 


Devakottai Road 
Railway station 
19 miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


TALUK (Contd.) 


Annual 
income 
assessed for 
Fasli 1375 ~ 
by H.R. 
Wet 


an (12) 


Sivaganga Devasthanam (Сопс1д.) 


428 E» 
264 
3,509 82°76 


Ramanathapuram Samasthanam 


2,046 - 
1,139 m 

279 - 
" E 


Movable property 
—.. 


5 š —— L, 
Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
property (in acres) Rs. 
Wet A i- Repor- Vahanam 
Dry & Others sed by ted by 
Dry .R.& temple 
C. E. (A) 
Dept. 
(13) (14) a5) (16) (17) (18) 
31-16 ae see 26,479 ae Silver 
Rishabam 
Car 
n E ons ET 224 Rishabams-2 
Kedayam 
dad ... "es ase 20 
... ... eos +» 2,560 Palanguin 
Rishabam 
Elephant 
Bhootham 


Swan, Horse 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behaif of 
temple 


(19) 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


do 


Four times a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


do 


On:e a day 
by a Bhatta- 
chariar 


Four times a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


283 


Festivals 


(20) 


Brahmothsavam 
in Chithrai 


Brahmothsavam 
in Ani 

Amman festival 
in Vaikasi 
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Location code unit | 
S adopted for 1961 Local name of Name Reported 
No. Census hamlet or of age (in 
55 village Temple years) 
No. Name 
() (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
5 27 Kanrangudi Athangarai Sri Amtalavara- 600 
(P) swamy 
Temple (S) 
6 28 Kandiyur Pullugudi Sri Kailasanatha- 600 
(P) swamy 
Temple (S) 
і 
7 86 Kattivayal Akkalur Sri Kailasanatha- 700 
(P) swamy 
Temple (S) 
8 91 ка кадате Pullakadamban Sri Sagalatheer- Not 
banur (P) alias fhamudayavar known 
Tittandadanam Temple (S) 
9 96 Kodanoor Alambadi Sri Kariamanicka Not 
(P) Perumal known 
Temple (V) 
10 99 Tiruvadanai Tiruvadanai Sri Adi Rathne- Not 
(P) Swarar known 


Temple (S) 


9) 


0°23 


Not 
stated 


041 


0:63 


Not. 
stated 


10-00 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


TIRUVADANAI 
Location 
Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway - 
station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the control of 


Sri Ambalavana- s Devakottoi Road 
swamy Railway station 
22 miles 
Sri Kailasa- Sri Nithya- Ramanatha- 
nathar kalyani puram 
Railway station 
38 miles, 


Sri Yogambal Devakottai Road 
Railway station 


Sri Kailasa- 
nathar 


Sri Sarvatheer- Sri Peria- Devakoitai Road 

theswarar nayaki Railway station 
40 miles 

Sri Kariamanicka ats Devakottai Road 

Perumal Railway station 
26 miles 


Devakottai Road 
Railway station 
23 miles 


Sri Adi Rathne- Sri Snega- 
swarar valli 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICY 


TALUK (Contd.) 


an (12) 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 


Wet Apprai- 
Dry & Others sed 
Dry H.R.& 
C.E. (A) 
(13) (14) (15) (16) 


Ramanathapuram Samasthanam (Contd.) 


713 
846 isi 
1,375 га 
2,909 ne 
266 P 
37,941 sas 


... ... ase 


... ... 


Vacant 
plots 


Buildings 74,698 


preis 
Value о ISTUD 


(17) 


33 


Movable property 


= 
Periodical 
rites performe 
Vahanam on behalf of 
temple 
(18) (19) 
Poojas by a 
Gurukkal 
Ses. Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 
awe Once a day 
| by а Brahmin 
iss Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 
Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 
Silver Six times a day 
Rishabams-3 by hereditary 
Bandicoot Gurukkals 
Peacock 
Kedayam 
Cars-2 
Palanquins-2 
Rishabam 
Elephant 
Bhootham 
Kailasa 
Parvadham 
Kamadhenu 
Horse, Peacock 


Sahadais-4 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Vasantha 
uthsavam 
in Vaikasi 
Adi Pooram 
Karthigai Deepam 
Arudhra 
Dharisanam 
Thiruvadhirai 
Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 
Skandha Sashti 
Navarathri 
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Location code unit ` 
Local name of 


Reported 
age (in 
years) 


(6) 


Not 
"known 


600 


known 


Not 
known 


sı adopted for 1961 Name 
Ho Census hamlet or 0f 
^ village Tempt!e 
No. Name 
а) (2) (3) (4) (5) - 
11 108 Pudukurichi Pidaranendal Sri Vedapuree- 
Pidaranendal (P) swarar 
Temple (S) 
12 125 Thirutbervalai Thiruthervalai Sri Andukonde- 
(P) swarar 
Temple (S) 
13 146 Rajasinga- Rajasinga- Sri Kailasanatha- 1,000 
mangalam (P) — mangalam swamy 
Temple (S) 
i4 150 Kadalur Uppur Sri Veyilugantha Not 
(P) (Lavanapuram) Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 
15 160 Thiruppalakudi Thiruppalakudi Sri Manthrana- 
(P) thaswamy 
Temple (S) 


1 22 Devakottai (M) Devakottai 
swamy 
Temple (V) 


2 117  Tondi(P) Tondi 


vanar alias 


Chidambare- 


Swarar 
Temple (S) 


Sri Arul Ambala- 


Sri Kothandarama 60 


200 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS ЗТАТВ 


TIRUVADANAI 
Area Location 
in Principal Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
acres station) 
(7) (8) (9) (10) 
Temples under the contro] of 
Not Sri Vedapuree- Sri Pushpa- — Devakottai Road 
stated swarar valliamman Railway station 
| 28 miles 
Мо Sri Andukonde- Sri Avudai Devakottai Road 
stated swarar nayaki- Railway station 
amman 20 miles 
Not Sri Kailasa- Sri Bhuva- Ramanatha- 
stated nathar neswari puram 
amman Railway station 
| 22 miles 
0:14 Sri Vinayakar Ramanatha- 
puram 
Railway station 
28 miles 
0:32 Sri Manthra- Sri Nalla- Ramanatha- 
nathar mangai puram 
Railway station 
15 miles 
Temples outside the Hindu Religious 
0:19 Sri Kothanda- Sri Devi Devakottai 
ramar Bhu Devi Road 
Sri Lakshma- Railway station 
nar 8 miles 
Sita 
Sri Hanumar 
0:49 Sri Chidamba- Sri Sivakami- Devakottai 
reswarar amman Road 
Railway station 
32 miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK. (Concld.) 


Annual 
income Extent of immovable 
assessed for property (in acres) 
Fasli 1375 —À 
by H.R. Wet 
C. E. Wet Dry & Others 
(A) Dept Dry 
Rs. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) 


Ramanathapuram Samasthanam (Concld.) 


6,206 ya nn ae - 
963 uc Sie AS 55 
3,968 "t YA 3 222 
13,520 m s: is Al 
1,572 us dis E ja 


Movable property 


—À 


Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 


(16) 


63,785 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department 


60 ... ... oo ... 


А Extent not stated vus 


Repor- 
ted b 


an 


143 


187 


202 


Vahanam 


(18) 


Rishabam 
Lion, Swan 
Peacock 
Bandicoot 
Рагго: 


Silver 
Yahanam 


Car 

Palanquin 
Horse 
Hanumar 
Eiephant 
Sesha, Garuda 
Kedayam 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Twice a day 
by a Gurukkal 


Once a day 
by а Gurukkal 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Gurukka! 


Four times a day 
by a Gurukkal 


Thrice a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Four times a day 
by a hereditary 
Archagar 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 
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Festivals 


(20) 


... 


Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 
Brahmothsavam 


in Ayani 


Sri Rama Navami 
Navarathri 
Vaikunta Ekadasi 


PARAMAKUDI TALUK 


95 PARAMAKUDI 


Sri Sundararaja Perumal and Chandrasekharaswamy 
temple 


Paramakudi also known as Parambakudi is on 
Manamadurai-Rameswaram railway line. It is at a 
distance of 72 kilometres from Madurai. The Sourash- 
tra community of this area have constructed two 
temples here, one dedicated to Vishnu and the other 
to Siva. They are called respectively, Sri Sundararaja 
Perumal and Sri Chandrasekharaswamy temples. 


The Sourashtras, also known as the Patnulkars, 
are a caste of enterprising weavers who originally came 
from the Sourashtra country. They are said to be 
Brahmins and in support of this, there is a Sasana 
issued by Queen Mangammal. 


* 


Sri Sundararaja Perumal temple 


According to the temple trustee, the images of the 
Perumaland bis two consorts as well as the two 
dwarapalakas were unearthed long асог What was a 
Bajanai madam of the Sourashtra community became 
a temple for these deities due to the efforts of the 
members of this community. Later, the temple was 
expanded by stages. The present area of the temple 
is 16,289 sq. feet. There are two prakarams here. 
The rajagopuram is about 59' high. There isa 
beautiful vimanam over the sanctum sanctorum which 
is about 11’ high. There are small vimanams over 
the sanctum of Thayar and Sri Andal. The pillars 
in the Dwajasthamba mandapam are artistic. The 
presiding deity is in the standing posture. Sri Padma- 
valli Thayar is in the sitting posture. The festival 
idols of the deities are in the same form as the 
original deities in the sanctum. Poojas are performed 
five times daily according to the Pancharatra Agama. 


Special worship is made in the temple on Ekadasi 
and Amavasya days. 'The important annual festivals 
of the temple are as follows :—Chaithrothsavam (10 
days), Brahmothsavam in Adi (IO days) Vaikunta 
Ekadasi in Margazhi, Kanu uthsavam in Thai and 
Thirukkalyanam in Panguni (5 days). 


Sri Chandrasekharaswamy Temple 


Sri Chandrasekharaswamy temple was originally 
in a state of disrepair. In the year 1916, the Sourash- 
tra people in Paramakudi and Madurai took interest 
in the temple and renovations and expansions were 
made during the period 1917 to 1935 and a Maha 
kumbabishegam was performed. This temple now 
occupies an area of 13,920 sq. feet. There are two 
prakarams. 


The presiding deity of this temple isa Swayambu 
Lingam. The divine consort, Sri Visalakshi Amman, 
is in a standing posture. There is a nine feet high 
vimanam with plaster images, over the sanctum sanc- 
torum. There is also a small vimanam over the sanc- 
tum of Sri Visalakshi Amman. The south-facing 
image of Sri Natarajar is of superb workmanship. He 
gives darshan with His consort Sri Sivakami Amman. 
The various mandapams and sannadhis in the temple 
were constructed wich the generous help received from 
many individuals belonging to the Sourashtra commu- 
nity. Poojas are performed twice daily by a paid 
Gurukkal. The important annual festivals of the 
temple are: the 11-day Brahmothsavam in the month 
of Chithrai, Navarathri, the 10 day Arudhra darshan 
and one day Kalabairava Ashtami in Margazhi, Both 
thetemples have a number of vahanas and jewels. 
They own buildings and lands, the income from which 
is used for their administration. The other sub- 
temples areSri Sundararaja Perumal temple, Sri Karup- 
pannaswamy temple in Kakathope and Sri Subra- 
maniaswamy temple. There is a Board of trustees 
consisting of five members belonging to the Sourashtra 
community who manage the affairs of the temples 
which come under the Hindu Religious and Charitable 
Endowments (Admn.) Department. 


105 NAINARKOIL 
Sri Naganathaswamy temple 
Nainarkoil, a small village 14 kilometres off . 


Paramakudi is well known for its ancient Siva temple ` 
dedicated to Sri Naganathaswamy, who is a Swayambu 
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SRI SUNDARARAJAPERUMAL TEMPLE 


PARAMAKUDI TOWN 
(Not to Scole ) 


INDEX TO NUMBERS 


Sundararajaperumal (Moolavar) 
Mandapam 

Maha Mandipam 

Navagrahas 

'Thiruvazhi Alwar 

Alwars 


Garuda Mandapam 


Garudalwar 


© oo 3 б v k d Ñ 


Balipeedam 


ya 
e 


Dwajasthambam 


East Entrance 


_ æ 
~ = 


Vaikunta Ekadasi 


13 Soundharavalli Тћауаг 
14 Madapiili 


15 South Entrance 
16 Andal 


i7 West Entrance 


18 Thirukalyana Mandapam 


19 Yagasalai 
20 Main Entrance 


21 Store Room 


22 Karuppannaswamy 


CENSUS - MADRAS 


A view of Sri Naganathaswami temple, Nayinarkoil 
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The Sthalav 


Image of Lord Dakshinamurthi 


A rear view of the gopuram 


The huge car gifted to the temple by the Rajah of Ramnad 


SRI NAGANATHASWAMY TEMPLE 


NAYINARKOIL 
(Not to Scale) 


INDEX TO NUMBERS 
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Naganathaswamy 
Nandhi 
Balipeedam 

Maha Mandapam 
Chandikeswarar 
Brahma 
Dakshinamoorthy 


Soundaranayagi Amman 


Palliarai 


© w 0 до до v LA v t9 


Chandikeswari 


„= 
= 


Nandavanam 
Subramaniaswamy Valli & Deivayanai 


Natarajar 


Second Prakaram 


Saneeswarar 


First Prakaram 


Navagrahas 

Bairavar 

Chandran 
Sthalaviruksham 
Suriyan 

Sixty Three Nayanmars 


Moondru Vinayagar 


Somaskandhar 
Office Room 
Granary 

Silver Vahanas 
Dwajasthambam 
Yagasalai 


Soundbararaja Perumal 


Kalyana Mandapam 
Cock Shed 
Cow Shed 


Stbalaviruksbam 
Mangala Theertham 
Madapalti 
Vinayagar 
Mandapam 

Shops & Mandapam 
Nagar Kovil 


Vasugi Theertham 


CENSUS - MADRAS 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


Lingam. The divine consort here is known as 
Sri Soundaranayagi Amman. The place is linked with 
several sacred centres by bus and train, the nearest 
railway station being Paramakudi. Madurai, the 
district headquarters and Paramakudi, the taluk 
headquarters are 88 and 13 kilometres away 
respectively. Legend has it that in ancient daysa 
Muslim girl, who was congenitally dumb began to 
speak miraculously when she came here and worship- 
ped the Lord. Since then the village came to be called 
Nainarkoil by the Muslim population. It attracts 
Muslim devotees now, besides Hindus. 


According to a popular legend, a hunter who was 
chased by a tiger came here, got upon a vilva tree 
nearby and kept awake the whole night without food 
or water, In order that he might not go to sleep and 
fall a prey to the tiger, he plucked the leaves of the 
vilva tree one by one and dropped them on the ground. 
It so happened that there was a Sivalingam under the 
tree and all the leaves he had dropped had fallen on 
the Lingam. Pleased with his virtuous deed which ће 
did unknowingly, Lord Siva offered him a darshan and 
the bunter was blessed to enjoy Heavenly bliss. It is 
said that this Swayambu Lingam is Sri Naganatha- 
swamy. ‘The sacred vilva tree which is covered by a 
beautiful silver kavacham is the sthalaviruksham of the 
temple. It is also said that originally the Lord was 
facing east but subsequently turned towards west at 
the request of Sti Namadeva, one of his staunch devo- 
tees, who had sung a sacred song in praise of Him. 


The temple which covers an area of about 1:64 
acres has a 45 feet-high front gopuram, Besides, it 
has a beautiful 21 feet high vimanam over the sanctum 
with attractive plaster figures on it. There are two 
prakarams and two sanctum sanctorum here, apart from 
an arthamandapam, a mahamandapam and a kalyana- 
mandapam. There are several stone inscriptions in 
the sannadhi of Sri Dakshinamoorthy. It is said that 
several additions and renovations were made to this 
ancient temple, some 50 years back by the Rajas of 
Ramanathapuram. The divine consort Sri Soundara- 
nayagiamman whose image is in a separate shrine here 
is in a Standing posture. Sri Vinayakar, Subramaniar, 
Dakshinamoorthy, Puthadi Nagar, Dhrowpathiamman, 
Ayyanar and Pidariamman are the other deities here. 
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The festival idols of the Swamy and Ambal are very 
enckanting and are made of panchalogam. 


The sthalapuranam of this shrine has been written 
by one Sri Sitrambala Kaviroyar, son of Sri Subra- 
mania Kaviroyar of Sirukambaiyur in Tiruvadanai. 
The presiding deity of this shrine is very powerful 
and there is a popular story in vogue which says that 
the Lord had offered a darshan to a blind devotee by 
name Thalai Malai Kanda Marudu Devar, who got 
back his power of vision by the grace of the Lord 
when he came here and sung a devotional song in 
praise of the Lord. 


Poojas are performed six times daily by hereditary 
Brahmin priests of the Saivite sect, who are in the 
enjoyment of service inam lands. The temple owns 
both antique and modern jewellery in gold and 
silver worth about Rs. 2,94,203/-, mostly donated 
by the Rajas of Ramanathapuram. The landed 
property of the temple comprises about 69.37 acres 
of wet lands and 179:08 acres of dry lands which 
fetch an annual income of about Rs. 13,520/- by 
way of rent; this sum is utilised for the upkeep 
and general maintenance of the temple. The annual 
hundi collections of the temple amount to Rs. 30,000/~, 
while its income under archana and abishega charges 
is Rs. 12,846/- per annum. The temple owns a 
big Ther, five Rathams, three Palanquins and several 
vahanas made of wood, apart from a number of 
silver-plated vahanas viz., Rishabam, Parrot, Swan, 
Bhootham, Horse, Elephant, Nandhi, Kamadhenu, 
Peacock, Lion and Bandicoot. 


Vasanthothsavam in Vaikasi for a period of 10 
days, Adi Pooram for 15 days, Thai Poosam and 
the 10 day uthsavams for  Dhrowpathiamman, 
Ayyanar and Pidariamman in Panguni and Chithrai 
months respectively are the regular festivals celebrated, 
of which, the first two are the most important. 
About 25,000 devotees from far and near congregate 
here, for the first two festivals. 


The temple which comes under the purview 
of the Ramanathapuram Samasthanam is managed by 
the Raja, who is the hereditary trustee of the temple. 
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Location code unit 


81 adopted for 1961 Local name of 
Бо Census hamlet or 
* village 
No. Name 

(0 0) (3) (4) 

1 17 Thugavoor(P)  Thugavoor 

Z » do do 

3 20 Tiruvalloor Thiruvalloor 

(V) 
4 23 


(P) 


5 26 Vijayangudi А, Maruthanga- 
(V) nallur 

6 31  llayangudi(P) Ilayangudi 

7 46 шш (V) Sathanur 

8 49 Yadavaneri(V) Yadavaneri 


Name 
of age (in 

Temple years) 

(5) (6) 

Sri Kalyana 1 
Sundara 
Virayakar 
Temple (G) 
200 


Sri Subramania- 
swamy J 
Temple (M) 


Sri A'agia Varada 300 
Ayyanar 
Temple (О) 


Thayamangalam Thayamangalam Sri Muthumari- 300 


amman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Thiruvettai 100 
Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 


Sri Val Mel Natan- 90 
thamman 
Temple (Р) 


Sri Maha Sastha 150 
Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 


Sri Pillayar 200 
Temple (G) 


7 


0:01 


0:45 


0:25 


001 


0:16 


0:01 


Below 
0:0] 


Principal Deity Sub-deities 


(8) 


(9) 


TEMPLES OF МАРКАЗ STATE 
PARAMAKUDI 


Location 


(Nearest Railway 


station) 


(10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Sundara 
Vinayakar 


Sri Subramania- 
swamy 


Sri Alagia 
Varada 
Ayyanar 


Sri Mutbumari- 
amman 


Sri Thiruvettai 
Аууараг 


Sri Val Ме! 
Natanth- 
amman 


Sri Maha Sastha 
Ayyanar 


Sri Vinayakar 


... 


Sri Veerama- 


Paramakudi 
Railway 


r station 
| 19 miles: 
| s 


Paramakudi 
‘Railway station 
2 miles 


Paramakudi 
Railway station 
13 miles 


Paramakudi 
Railway station 
134 miles 


Paramakudi 
Railway station 
8 miles 


Paramakudi 
Railway station 
17 miles 


Paramakudi 


Railway station 
2! miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
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TALUK 
| Movable property 
Annual = ey, 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. Periodical 2 
Fasli 1375 = rites performed Festivals 
БУНЕ. > Wet ` Apprai- Repor- Vahanam on behalf of 
&C.E. Wet Dry & Others — sedby tedby | temple 
(^) Dept Dry H R.& temple 
Rs. C. E (A) 
Dept. 
ab — a2 аз (14) (15) ae (17) (18) ag Qo) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department 
265 -> ee, o za 1:36 => 02 Опсе а дау E 
by the hereditary - 
trustee 
538 P rr. 14:64 Garden ie. . 362 Twice a day Sivarathri 
i i 0:55 by а hereditary 
Velar 
23,518 29:59 ET 948 Sas ni 4,900 Car Twice a day Annual festival 
1 3 Palanquin by a Pandaram in Papguni 
Bhootham 
Swan, Lion 
Kamadhenu 
Kedayam 
413 E 332 yas sas РЭА ses ces Twice a week Sivarathri 
р . by a hereditary Festival in 
Velar Vaikasi 
421 = - a Vacant - 556 Lion Once a day Navarathri 
` plot Horse by a Gurukkal Tamil New 
Year's Day 
600 17:02 15-00 ... ... ... ove Horse Twice a day Festival in 
by a hereditary Chithrai 
Velar 
317 7.445 10-48 m = s.. ... ees Once a day ase 
bdan edv xm. Í by a hereditary 


Brahmin 


292 


ке: ш Local f 
or name o 
S Census bamlet or 
: : village 
No. Name 
2а а (3) (4) 


9 56 Kottaiyur(V) Vani 


10 62 Keelanettur Keelanettur 
(V) 


11 68 Melaparthi- Parthibanur 


banur (P) 
12 » до do 
13 sa do do 
4 „ do do 


15 95 Paramakudi Faramakudi 
(P) 


- Mame Reported 
o 
Temple years) 


(6) 


Sri Karuppanna- 
swamy 
Temple (O) 


Sri Alangara 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Sri Annadhana 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Chockanatha- 
swamy 
Temple (S) 


Sri Perumal 
alias 
Venugopala- 
swamy 
Temple ( V) 


Sri Pugaleeswa- 
ramudaya 
Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 


Sri Hanumar 
Kothandarama- 
swamy 
Temple (V) 


300 


300 


160 


300 


100 


15 


О) 


0:50 


0:50 


0:21 


0:73 


0:31 


0:70 


019 


TEMPLES OP MADRAS STATE 


PARAMAKUDI 
Location 
Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


` Temples under the Hindu Religlous 


Sri Karuppanna- et Paramakudi 
swamy Railway station 
6j miles 
Sri Alangara Les Paramakudi 
Perumal Railway station 
12 miles 


Sri Annadhana Sri Viswana- Sudiyur 


Vinayakar thar Railway station 
Sri Visalakshi 3 miles 
Sri Subra- 
maniar 
Sri Valli 
Deivayarai 
Sri Chockapa- Sri Meenakshi- do 
thaswamy amman 
Sri Venugopala- Sri Rukmani do 
swamy Sri Sathyabama 
Sri Pugaleeswa- Sri Ariaswamy do 
ramudaya 
Ayyanar 


Sr: Kothanda- Sri Laksh- Paramakudi 
ramar manar Railway station. 
Sita 1 mile 
Sri Vinayakar 
Sri Hanumar 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


TALUK (Contd.) 


(11) (12) 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 


Wet Њ Apprai- 
& Others by 
Dry H. R. 


Dry 


(13) 


(14) 


(15) 


& 
C. B. (A) 
Dept. 


(6) 


Movable property 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 


le 


- 
a Vahanam 


temple 


(17) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


413 2:00 
579 20:00 
619 116 
619 18:93 
604 .. 
435 600 ` 
1,666 78 


6:00 


2:00 


15°00 


Houses 
Vacant 
plots 


1,449 
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(18) 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Devar 


Once a day 
by a Bhatta- 
chariar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Twice a day 
by a Bhatta- 
chariar 


293 


Festivals 


(20) 


Panguni Uthiram 


Sivarathri 


Karthigai Deepam 
YV nayaka 
Chathurthi 


294 


Location code unit 
SI. adopted for 1961 Local name of 


Census hamlet or 
No. village 
No. Name 
(1) Q) (3) (4) 
16 95 Paramakudi (P) Paramakudi 


17 5 do do 
18 m do do 
19 E do do 
20 эў do do 


Name Reported Ares 
of age (in in 
Temple years) acres 
(5) (6) (7) 
Sri Maniakara- 52 0:02 

kula Vellala 
Subramania 
swamy 
Temple (M) 
Sri Meenakshi 1 0°91 
Sundareswarar 
Temple (S) 
| 400 
Sri Mutha- J 0°36 
lamman 
Temple (F) 
Sri Sundararaja 0-37 
Perumat 
Temple (V) 


| 
| 
| 250 
Sri Chandrase- J 


karaswamy 
Temple ' S) 


Principal Deity 


Sri Subramania- Sri Valli 
swamy Deivayanai 


Sri Sundararaja Sri Nachiar 
Perumal 


Sri Chandrase- Sri Vinayakar 
karaswamy 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


· PARAMAKUDI 
Lccation 
_ Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) a0) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Paramakudi 
Railway station 
Sri Vinayakar 1 mile 


Sri Sundareswarar 55: 1 
f | do 
Sri Mutha- Sri Karuppa- J 
lamman nnaswamy 
Sri Bairavar 


| 
T 
| 
Е 


Sri Subrama- 
niar 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Annüal 
income Extent of immovable 
ASSesSe or H 
Fas 1375 property (in acres) 
y H. R. Wet Apprai- 
& C.E. Wet Dry & Others кл by 
(A) Dept. Dry H.R .& 
Rs. C.E. (A) 
Dept. 
(1D (2) (13) (14) (£5) (16) 


Movable property 


(17) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


1,826 we eee .. -  Shops-5 ss 
Vacant 
plot 
16,444 Extent not stated Buildings 11,535 
55 
19,635 Extent not stated Buildings 24,872 


+++ 


== 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 


(18) 


Реасоск 
Elephapt 
Horse 
Ajah, Lion 


Silver 
Rissabam 
Cars-2 
Elephant 
Kamadhenu 
Rishabams-3 
Karpaga 
Viruksham 
Bandicoot 
Peacock 
Garuda 


Car, Lion 
Bhootham 


` Swan, Parrot 


Horses-2 


Palanquin 
Elephant 
Sesha 

Lion, Swan 
Haonmar 
Tholukkiniyan 


Paler.quin 
Bhoctham 
Kedayams-2 
Rishabams-2 
Horse 
Bandicoot 
Elephant 
Kailasa 
Parvadham 
Kamadhenu 
Lion 
Peacock 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 


temple 


(19) 


Twice a day 
by a Bhattar 


Thrice a day 
by а Bhattar 


do 


Five times a day 


by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Twice a day 
by a Gurukkal 


295 


Festivals 


(20) 


Skandha Sashti 
Vaikasi Visakam 


Brahmothsavam 
in Chithrai 


Brahmothsavam 
in Panguni 


Festival in 
Chithrai 
Vasanthothsavam 
in Vaikasi 
Brahmothsavam 
in Adi 
Uriyadi 
Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 
Vaikunta Ekadasi 


Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 

Navarathri 

Thai Poosam 

Karthigai Deepam 

Arudhtra 
Dharisanam 

Brahmothsavam 
in Chithrai 


296 
Location code unit 
SI adopted for 1961 Local name of 
No. Census hamlet or 
Y village 
No. Name 
с) (о (3) (4) 
21 95 Paramakudi(P) Paramakudi 
22 99 Emaneswaram Emaneswaram 
(P) 
23 yx do do 
24 10 Патапоог (P)  liamanoor 
25 119 Koluvoor (P) Koluvoor 
26 128 Urapuli (V) Muthuvarna« 
puram 
27 132 Urapuli Urapuli 
(Р) ` 


Мате Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(S) (6) 
Sri Subramania- 150 
swamy 
Temple (M) 
Sri Varadaraja 300 
Perumal 
Tempie (У) 
Sri Emaneswara 800 
Udayar 
Temple (S) 
Sri Kothanda- 300 
ramaswamy 
Temple (V) 
'Sri Naganatha- 100 
swamy 
Temple (S) 


Sri Chockanatha- Not 
swamy known 
Temple (S) 


Sri Angalapara- 300 
meswariamman 
Temple (F) 


acres 


(7) 


0:14 


0:34 


1-50 


0:50 


° 0°50 


0:50 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATB 


PARAMAKUDI 
Location 
Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) 9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Subramania- Sri Valli Paramakudi 
swamy Deivayanai Railway staticn 
1 mile 
Sri Varadaraja Sri Perun- do 
Perumal devi 
Amman 
Sri Emaneswara E Paramakudi 
Udayar Railway station 
2 miles 
Sri Kothanda- Sita Paramakudi 


Sri Lakshmanar Railway station 
Sri Anjaneyar — 6 miles 


ramar 


Sri Naganathar Sri Anjaneyar Paramakudi 
Railway station 
13 miles 


Sri Chockana- Sri Amman — Paramakudi 
thaswamy Railway station 
3 miles 
Sri Angalaparae Sri Irulappa« do 
meswari swamy 
Sri Pechiamman 
Sri Dhanukodi- 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Annual ; Movable property _ 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. 
FU pn — ~ 
y H.R. Wet a 
& C. E. Wet Dry & Others ps lb Tam 
(A) Dept. Dry H.R. & temple 
Rs. C. E. (A) 
Dept. 
(1) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


1,701 bs bet T Buildings ET ... 
10 

1,303 4:50 Market ... P 

783 ow ... 24:00 Vacant ‚+ mE 
plot 

1,011 30:00 Si ee m us 20 

621 20:00 16:00 ane 225 E ... 

290 19:63 2:90 ... ow ... ... 

661 si 26:65 ... ... ove 242 


38 


Palanquin 


Palanquin 
Horse 
Elephant 
Lion 
Garuda 
Sesha 


Car 

Sesha 
Lion 
Kedayam 
Rishabam 


Lion 
Rishabam 
Horse 
Kedayam 


Periodicai 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Twice a day 
by a Brahmin 


Thrice a day 
by a Bhatta- . 
chariar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattar 


Once a day 
by a Bhatta- 
chariar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattar 


Once a day 
by a Poosari 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Navarathri 
Skandha Sashti 


Vasanthothsavam 
in Vaikasi 


Karthigai Deepam 
Arudhra 
Dharisanam 


Vasanthothsavam 
in Vaikasi 
Tamil New 
Year's Day 
Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 
Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 
Sivarathri 
Thai Poosam 


Sivarathri 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


298 
PARAMAKUDI 
Location code unit | 
gi, adopted for 1961 Local name of Name Reported Area xa l Location 
No Census hamlet or of age (in in Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway , 
o. village Temple years) acres station) 
No. Name 
a) (2) (3) (4) (5 (6) m (8) (9) (10) 
Temples under the Hindu Religious 
28 135 Kattuparama- Kattuparama- Sri Dhrowpathi- 150 0:03 Sri Dhrowpathi- РА Paramakudi 
kudi (V) kudi amman amman Railway station 
Temple (F) 1 mile 
22 136 Ayakudi West Melayakudi Sri Kumara- 150 (50 Sri Subramania- 255 Paramakudi 
(P) : kadavul alias swamy : Railway station 
Subramaniaswamy 5 miles 
Temple (M) 
30 154 Manjoor (V) Velusamunadam Sri Dandayudha- 150 0:01 Sri Dandayu- Sri Vinayakar Paramakudi 
paniswamy dhapany Railway station 
Temple (M) 10 miles 
31 177  Mannendhi- ^ Mannendhi Sri Veera Mabali- 500 O01 Sri Veera 5 Paramakudi 
` nagachi (P) amman Mahaliamman Railway station 
А Temple (F) 19 miles 
3 184 Bogalur (P) Bogalur Sri Kalyana Not 0:29 Sri Sundares- Sri Sivakami- Sattirakkudi 
Sundareswarar known warar amman Railwaystation 
Temple (S) 1 mile 
3 194 Theyanoor Theyanoor Sri Madartheer- 200 0:30 Sri Idartheertha aie Sattirakkudi 
(У) tha Amman | Amman Railway station 
(Idartheertha 41 miles 
Amman) 


Temple (F) 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Annual š 
income Extent of immovable 
assessed for property (i 
Fasli. 1375 PERE di nacen 
by H. R. Wet 
& С.Е Wet Dry & Others 
(A) Dept Dry 
Rs. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Concld.) 


| 1,372 eae 58 Vacant 
plot 
0-50 
431 P^ 44°47 as vas 
619 16:00 48°00 ne ves 
1,470 16:81 bad s sdh 
715 4:59 РРА эө dee 
200 5:09 ... + see 


Movable property 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 
Apprai- Repor- Vahanam 
sed by ted by 
Н. R.& temple 
"С.Е. (А) 
Dept. 
(16) (17) (18) 


Lion 


Elephant 


‘Peacock 


Rishabam 
Suran 


Chapparam 


Periodica! 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Twice a day 
by a bereditary 
Pillai 


Once a day 
by a Brahmin 


Twice a day 
by a Bhattar 


Once a day 
by a Poosari 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Once a day 
by a Pandaram 


299 


Festivals 


(20) 


Skandha Sashti 
Vaikasi Visakam 
Panguni Uthiram 
Karthigai Deepam 


Thai Poosam 
Karthigai Deepam 
Skandha Sashti 


300 


SI. 


No. 


(1) 


Location code unit 
adopted for 1961 


26 


27 


31 


68 


Census 


(3) 


Aranmanai- 
kari (V) 


Local name of 
hamlet or 
village 


(4) 


Aranmanai- 
kari 


Vijayangudi A. Vijayangudi 


(V) 


Nagamukun- 
thankudi (V) 


Illayangudi 
(P) 


do 


Pudukottai 
(V) 


Melaparthi- 
banur (P) 


Nagamugun- 
thankudi 


Iilayangudi 


do 


Pudukottai 


Parthibanur 


(5) 


Sri Karumeni- 
amman 
Temple (F) 


Thirukannee- 
swaraswamy 
Temple (S) 


Sri Naganatha- 
swamy 
Temple (S) 


Sri Madana 
Venugopala 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Sri Rajendra- 
choleeswarar 
Temple (S) 


(6) 


4,000 


Not 
known 


Not 
known 


Not 
known 


Not 
known 


Sri Vannamayu- 200 


ramudaya 
Ayyanar 
` Temple (O) 


Sri Azhagia- 
manavala 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Not 
known 


Area 
in 
acres 


(7) 


0°18 


0°05 


0°34 


0:39 


0:10 


Below 
001 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATB 


PARAMAKUDI 
Location . 
Principal Пену — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) ©) (10) 


Temples under the control of 


Sri Karumeni- 555 Paramakudi 
amman Railway station 
14 miles 
Thirukan- Sri Santha- do 
neeswara- nayaki- 
swamy amman 


Sri Naganatha- Sri Soundara- Paramakudi 


swamy nayagi Railway station 
11 miles 

Sri Madana Paramakudi 
Venugopala Railway station 
Perumal 7 miles 

Sri Rajendra- Sri Gnanambi- do 
choleeswarar gaiamman 

Sri Vannamayu- Sri Poorana — Kamudakudi 
ramudaya Pushkala Railway station 
Ayyanar Sri Chicnayi- 3 miles 

amman 

Sri Azhagia- Sri Devi Sudiyur 
manavala Bhu Devi Railway station 
Perumal 14 miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Annual 
income 


assessed for 


Fasli 1375 
b 


(11) 


Wet 


(12) 


Dry 


(13) 


Sivaganga Devasthanam 


1,464 


539 


702 


457 


1 385 


560 


150 


6:70 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 
— . 


Wet 
& Others 
Dry 
(14) (15) 
iue Shop 


... ... 


Movabie property 


Apprai- 
sed 

H.R. & 

C. E. (А) 
Dept. 


(6) 


on 


s. 


Report- 
ed b 
temple 


(17) 


106 


36 


786 


2,971 


pre bên 
Value ° Jewellery 


Vahanam 


(18) 


Garuda 


Rishabams-3 


` Peacock 


Kedayam 
Bandicoot 
Sahadai 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


` (19) 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Four times a day 


by a hereditary 
Bhattar 


Twice a day 
by a Bhatta- 
chariar 


Twice a day 
bya hereditary 
Bhattar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Once a week 
by a Bhattar 


301 


Festivals 


(20) 


... 


Sri Jayanthi 
Vaikunta Ekadasi 


Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 

Karthigai Deepam 

Arudhra 
Dharisanam 


302 
Location code unit 
Sl adopted for 1961 Local name of 
No. Census bamlet or 
4 village 
No. Name 
DD (2 (3) (4) 
1 40 Salaigramam Salaigramam 
(P) 
2 105 Nainarkoil Nainarkoil 
(V) 
3 181 Ariakudi- Putbur 
putbur (P) 


Name Reported 
of age (ip 
Temple years) 
(5) (8) 
Sri Varaguna 350 
Eswarar 
Temple (S) 


Sri Naganatha- Not 


swamy known 

Temple (S) 

Sri Sundara- 500 
pandeeswarar 
Temple (S) 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


PARAMAKUDI 
Area Location 
in Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
acres station) 
(7) (8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the control of 


Thirukama- Paramakudi 
kotees- Railway station 
wari 14 miles 

Sri Vinayakar 

Sri Chandikes- 
warar 

Sri Mahalinga- 

swamy 


029 Sri Varaguna 
Eswarar 


1:64 Sri Naga- Sri Soundara- Paramakudi 


nathaswamy nayaki- Railway station 
amman 8 miles 
Sri Nagar 
0:323 Sri Sundara- Sri Bala Chathirak- 
Pandeeswara- Сапараіһу kudi 
swamy Sri Subra- Railway station 
maniar 3 miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


TALUK (Concld.) 
Annual 
income Extent of immovable 
essessed for property (in acres) 
Fasli 1375 
by H.R. Wet 
& C. E. Wet Dry & Others 
(A) Dept. Dry 
Rs. 
а) (12) (13) (14) (15) 


Ramanathapuram Samasthanam 


327 T 457 
13,520 69:37 179:08 ~ 
327 one one 


Movable property 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 
Apprai- Repor- Vahanam 
sed by “ ted bs 
H.R.& temple 
C. E. (A) 
Dept. 
(16) an (18) 
soa 25 
2,94,203 p Silver Risha- 


bams-3 
Parrot 
Swan 
Bhootham 
Horses-2 
Elephants-2 
Lotus 
Peacock 
Lion 
Palanquin 
Bandicoot 
Car 
Rathams-2 
Sahadais-3 
Karpaga 
Viruksham 
Kamadhenu 
Kedayams-6 
Palanquins-3 
Rishabams 


Periodical 
gites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Six times a day 
by hereditary 
Bhattars 


Orce a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


` 303 


Festivals 


(20) 


Vasantnotnsavam 
in Vaikasi 

Amman Festival ip 
Panguni 

Adi Pooram 

Thaipoosam 

Ayyanar and 
Pidariamman 
festival in 


Chitbrai 


RAMANATHAPURAM TALUK 


8 DEVIPATNAM 


Sri Thilakeswarar and Kadaladaitha Perumal temple 


The coastal town of Devipatnam or Navapasha- 
nam, 16 kilometres to the north of Ramanathapuram 
is a place considered sacred. It is in the holy 
Sethu sthalam which extends upto Dhanushkodi, 
with Devipatnam and Darbhasayanam or Tirupullani 
forming the northern and western limits respectively. 


According to a popular legend Sri Ката 
worshipped Lord Vinayaka and Lord Siva who is known 
as Sri Thilakaswamy. After getting the blessings of 
‘the divine Mother, Sri Rama installed nine stones 
(Navapashana) representing the Navagrahas. The spot 
here is therefore known as  Navapashanam. The 
Place got the name Devipatnam since it was founded 
by Devi or Goddess to commemorate the destruction 
of the demon Mahishasura by Her. The demon 
was causing untold miseries to Devas and Gods. 
She also ordained that whoever takes bath in the 
sacred sea waters of Navapashanam would be absolved 
of all sins. Pilgrims therefore throng in this bathing 
ghat to have a dip in the holy waters. 


The shrines of Sri Thilakeswarar, Sri Kadaladaitha 
Perumal and Sri Ulaganayaki Amman have walls all 
around, which measure 85' x 136', 64' x 136' and 68' x 
158' respectively. 


There is a small gopuram over the sanctum 
sanctorum of Sri Thilakeswarar. The presiding deity 
of this temple is an installed Lingam. His consort is 
Sri Soundaranayaki Amman. There are five festival 
images in this temple. The presiding deity of the 
Perumal temple is Sri Adi Jagannatha Perumal. 


There are festival idols for Sri Rama, Sita, 
Lakshmanar, Hanumar and Chakkarathalwar, besides 
the images of Perumal and Sri Padmasini Amman. It 
is said that the Lord prevented the sea from washing 
away three of the Navagrahas installed by Sri Rama. 
Hence the name Kadaladaitha Perumal (Perumal who 
checked the sea). There is no image in Sri Ulaganayaki 
or Loganayaki Amman temple. There is only a 
Peetam or a holy seat. 


The temples have considerable landed property. 
Ramanathapuram Samasthanam had contributed libe- 
rally for the maintenance of the temples. Poojas are 
performed twice daily. 


45 TIRUTHIRAKOSAMANGAT 
Sri Mangalanathaswamy temple 


Uthirakosamangai has been one of the famous 
sthalams of Pandya Nad from time immemorial. The 
*Manivasagam' of saint Manickavasagar and the 
Thirupugazh ofsaint Arunagirinathar contain hymns 
in praise of the presiding deity of this temple known as 
Sri Mangalanathar, a Swayambu Lingam., The divine 
consort is known as Mangaleswari. This sacred place 
is situated at a distance of about 16 kilometres south- 
west of Ramanathapuram. The  Ramanathapuram 
Samasthanam has renovated the ancient temple. There 
are several legends associating the shrine with Kings 
Manu, Nalan etc. 


The following legend is found in the Sthala 
ритапат :— Once when goddess Parvathi (Mangai) 
requested Siva (Mangainayakar) to point out the truth 
of Vedas (Kosa), the Lord preached (Uttara) the same 
to her. When the details were being given, Muruga hid 
himself in the tresses of Parvathi as a bee and overheard 
the sermon. Siva became wild and cursed Muruga to 
turn into a fish. He cursed Parvathi to become a 
sea-nymph and to vanish into the ocean.  Parvathi fell 
before the Lord to pardon Her and sought advice as 
to how she could free Herself from the curse. The 
Lord informed her that She would ђе caught in the 
nets by King Vikrama. She would be his adopted 
daughter when He would come and marry Her and 
release Subramania also from the curse. 


Accordingly Parvathi became a mermaid while 
Muruga moved into the sea as a giant fish. King 
Vikrama came to that shore ‘once. The fisberfolk got 
the mermaid in their nets while fishing and gave the 
“catch” to the king. The king who had no issues, 
was extremely happy to take the gift as his heir. As 
years passed, the marriage problem of the daughter 
cropped up and the Royal couple were worried as to 
how to find a suitable match. 


Sri Thilageswarar temple at Devipatnam 


à Sri Kadaladaitha Perumal temple, Devipatnam 


ylavar and Uthsavar of Sri Kadaladaitha Perumal 


A view of the Navapashanas 


(Navagrahas) supposed to be installed by Sri Rama at Devipatnam 


21915140 put рәЗләшапѕ aTe шоу) Jo дәл, ‘seueysedeaty JO AƏIA TƏSO|3 V 


A view of the Agni theertha inside the Mangalanathaswami temple at Thiru Uthirakosamangai 
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Lord Natarajar: Uthsavar 


The Emerald Natarajar, anointed with sandal paste 


The Beautiful festival ido] of Amman 


The spatika and emerald Lingams 


The stone chariot 


One of the four carved pillars, erected for constructing another gopuram 
and perhaps left unfinished 


SRI PRALAYAKESWARAR TEMPLE 


THIRUVUTHIRAKOSAMANGAI 
(Not to Scale ) 


INDEX TO NUMBERS 
Mangalanathaswamy (Moolavar) 
Haridwaja Theertham 
Nandlu 


Dwajastbamba m. 


Balipeedam 


Devi Theertham 


Mapgalanayagi 


Nadana Sabhapathi 


ш о y A л A Wu N ma 


Uma Mabeswarar 
10 Stone Car 


11 Sabasra Lingam 


12 Manickavasagar 


15 Agni Theeriham 

14 Mandapam 

15 Pilgrim’s Choultry 
16 Brahma Thecriham 


CENSUS - MADRAS 


A view of Sri Adijagannathaswami temple, Tiruppullani 


ruejinddnarp je ueue&eseqyueuy oup 


d his wife (Mahodhari) 


Ja an 


s of Samudraraj 


image 


The 


d [Ww ce 


SES Аг UR n 


The image of Vibheeshana, brother of Ravana 


SRI ADI JAGANNATHA PERUMAL TEMPLE 


TIRUPPULLANI 
(Not to Scale) 


INDEX TO NUMBERS 
Adi Jagannathar (Moolavar) 


_ 


Artha Мапдараш 
Garuda Mandapam 


Padmasini Amman Sannithi 


Ра ага 


Unjal Mandapain 
Arasa Maram (Stbalaviruksham) 


Nagar Kuradu 


wv C 4 с vn B ow ы 


Andal Sannithi 


- 
е 


Dharbasayana Ramar 


Sorga Yasal 


First Prakaram 
= 


r- 
~ 


Santhana Gopalakrishnar Sannithi 


Pattabishega Ramar 


Yagasalai & Palliarai 


Bë 

= 

= 

a 

~“ 

= 

= 

2. 13 
= 

= 

5 

о 

> 

AN 


Varunakkinar 
Alwars 


Manavala Mamunigal 


Udayavar Sannithi 


Dwajasthambam 


Balipeedam 


Vahana Mandapam 
Mandapam 


Maio Entrance (Каја Gopuram) 


Glass Room 


CENSUS - MADRAS 


SRI RAMANATHASWAMY TEMPLE — e—— la 


RAMESWARAM 
( Not to Scale ) 


INDEX TO MUMBERS 
Ramanathaswamy Sannithi 
Uthsavamurthy 
Viswanaihar 
Murugar 
Maha Ganapathi 
Nandhi 
Ambal 
Santhana Ganapathi 
Pallikonda Perume! 
Sukravara Savukkar 
Visalakshi 


Sethumadhavar 


оо 400 b QO ы 


€ 
e 


- 
~ 


- 
~ 


Karuvoolam 
Mahalakshmi 
Kalyana Mandapam 
16 Anuppu Mandapam 

17 Anjaneyar 

18 Sabhapathi 

19 Ramalingam 

20 Mahalakshmi Theertham 
21 Chakkara T 
22 Siva » 
23 Sathyamrudha E 
24 Sarva ” 


м 
oU 


~ 
“~ 


25 Kodi „ 
26 Ganga b 
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In the meanwhile Muruga in the form of a giant 
fish was causing trouble in the sea. He was paralysing 
the sea traffic. The king announced that whosoever 
destroyed. the fish, would take the hands of his pretty 
daughter. 


` Siva came in the guise of a saint and offered his 
Services to the kingto destroy the fish. The king 
readily agreed and assured to keep up his promise. 
The Almighty killed the fish and brought relief to the 
king and to his subjects. Meanwhile the king's wife 
and her adopted daughter became grief-stricken at the 
proposed marriage and ultimately died. The saint 
consented to take the hands of the dead body. The 
adopted daughter сате to life when touched by the 
"Creator" and all were surprised at the enchanting 
power of the monk and concluded that he was Lord 
Mangainathar himself. The kings wife also was 
brought back to life by His grace. On an auspicious 
day, the divine marriage was celebrated. "The place is 
also known as *'Kalyanamangalam". The God is 
called *Kalyananayakan' and the Goddess, *Kalyana- 
nayaki’. 


The temple covers an area of about seven acres. 
Among the other deities in the temple mention may be 
made of Sri Natarajar, Sahasra Lingam, Narthana 
Ganapathy, Subramaniar, Manickavasagar, Durgai etc. 
Saint Manickavasagar is said to have had Akshara- 
byasam and Gnanopadesam at this piace. A noteworthy 
feature of this temple is the beautiful emerald~made 
idol of Lord Nataraja called ‘Rathnasabapathy’. 
Throughout the year, with the exception of Arudhra 
darshan day, the idolis covered with sandal paste. 
The emerald idol is exposed to devotees only on this 
festival in the Tamil month of Margazhi which attracts 
a laipé number of devotees. The other big festivals in 
the temple are the Thirukkalyanam during the uthsavam 
in the Tamil month of Chithrai and the Manickvasagar 
festival in Margazhi. Two tanks called Agni theertham 
(inside the temple) and Brahma theertham (outside the 
temple) are considered sacred. 


The temple possesses rare and rich jewels. The 
precious head dress, the diamond belt, stone-studded 
pathakkams, the diamond thirumangalyam, valampuri 
conch and the Yagnopaveethams are some of the 
important items. The festival idols in the temple are 
those of Somaskandhar, Ambal and Natarajar. The 
Ramanathapuram Rajas who have been traditionally 
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maintaining the temple had originally endowed about 
52 villages to the temple. But now the temple is 
in receipt of only dastic allowance from the 
Government. 


66 TIRUPULLANI 
Sri Adi Jagannatha Perumal Temple 


Tirupullani or Darbhasayanam which forms part 
of Sethu sthalam has sacred associations with the epic 
Ramayana. After having a holy dip in all the sacred 
waters of Rameswaram, worship of Lord Jagannatha, 
the presiding deity of the famous temple here, is 
considered beneficial. The temple is 8 kilometres 
south-east of Ramanathapuram railway station. 


Sri Rama, the prince of Ayodhya, in the course of 
his quest for Sita with his brother Lakshmana came to 
this place. In order to reach Lanka along with his 
*Vanara', force, he invoked the help of the Sea-God by 
lying on a bed of Darbha grass. Later he caused a 
bridge to be constructed over the sea with the co-opera- 
tion of the Sea-God and the help of skilful Nala, the 
son of Viswakarma, the great architect and engineer. 
Subsequently Ravana was killed, Sita was rescued. It is 
said that while returning to Ayodhya in the Pushpaka 
Vimanam Sri Rama pointed outto his consort this place 
where he lay on the Darbha bed for three days to get 
the help of the Sea-God. It was here that Vibhishana 
the righteous brather of Ravana sought Sri Rama's 
refuge. Adi Sethu where Sri Rama commenced 
the construction of the mythological bridge is nearby. 


The temple of Sri Adi Jagannatha Perumal has a 
120' high gopuram and occupies an area of about 1:37 
acres. The present temple is said to have been 
originally constructed by Sri Rajasekara, Raja of 
Ramanathapuram Samasthanam. The divine consort 
is known as Padmasini Thayar. The other deities in 
the temple are Sri Andal, Sri Rama in a reclining pose 
and Sri Pattabhi Rama. There are two prakarams in 
the temple. Tbe temple has been visited by saint 
Thirumangaialwar who has sung in praise of the Lord. 


Poojas are performed four times daily by 
Vaishnavite priests in accordance with Vaikanasa 
Agama Sastra. The temple possesses jewellery worth 
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Rs. 1,96,189 most of which were given by the Sethu- 
pathi Rajas of Ramanathapuram, the Rajas of Cochin 
and Trivandrum and a few devout individuals. There 
are 179 antique and 20 modern jewels. The temple has 
considerable property; now it is in receipt of dastic 
allowance from the Government. There are Ther, 
Palanquin and a number of vahanas in the shrine. 
Among the festivals celebrated in the temple, the 
Brahmothsavam in the Tamil months of Chithrai and 
Panguni and the 20-day festival in Margazhiare impor- 
tant. People in large numbers attend these festivals. 
On auspicious occasions many pilgrims visit this place. 


| The temple which comes under the purview of the 
Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) 
Department is managed by a hereditary trustee. 


108 RAMESWARAM 
Sri Ramanathaswamy Temple 


тота TA fira fed «йя иең, 
egat «айна afa equ: * 


(Vishnu Puranam) 


Rameswaram is popularly known as the Benares 
of the South. It is situated at the south-eastern end 
of the Indian peninsula on an island in the Palk Bay. 
It is associated with the great epic Ramayana. The 
legend has it that Sri Rama worshipped Lord Siva on 
this island to expiate the sin of having kiiled Ravana. It 
is believed by Hindus that one could visit Rameswaram 
and take a dip in its holy waters after a pilgrimage to 
Varanasi or Benares. It is noted for the greatness of 
Murthi, Theertham and Sthalam. Both Saivites and 
and Vaishnavites consider this a place of worship. 
Couples desirous of having children visit Rameswaram, 
bathe in the sacred waters, perform Naga Prathishtai 
and worship the Lord. It is considered to be one 
of the 12 Jyothir Linga Kshethrams in India. 


Rameswaram is about 160 kilometres from 
Madurai and can be reached by a branch line off Pam- 
ban on the DEanusbkodi route. One can travel upto 
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Mandapam by road and cross over to Rameswaram by 
rail. Adequate facilities exist in the island itself for 
the stay of pilgrims. 


The island is in the form of Vishnu's conch. It is 
a beautiful sandy area with swaying palms. No 
ploughing is done and as such no cultivation takes 
place on any large scale. 


One could get a good view of the island from the 
Gandhamadhava Parvatham which is the highest spot 
of the island and a place of pilgrimage. The island 
has three railway stations, viz., Pamban, Thangachi- 
madam and Rameswaram. The station Rameswaram 
Road exists but there is no rail traffic. to that place. 
Dhanushkodi and Dhanusbkodi Pier stations have been 
totally destroyed by the fierce cyclone in December 
1964. 


The following legendary account of the shrine is 
given by the Devasthanam authorities: 


“To purify himself from the sin of Brahminicide 
(Brahmahatya) committed by killing Ravana, who was 
the son ofa Brahmin by a Rakshasa woman, Rama 
was advised by Rishis to offer Poojas, establishing a 
Lingam. An auspicious moment was fixed for the 
purpose and Hanuman was sent to Mount Kailas to 
bring a Lingam from there. The return of Hanuman 
was delayed. With a view not to miss the auspicious 
occasion, the Linga, moulded by Sita out of local sand, 
was established and poojas were performed by Rama. 
This Linga is called Ramalinga, Ramanatha or 
Rameswarar. It is on account of this the island got 
the name of Rameswaram. Оп his return from Kailas 
with two Lingas, Hanuman found that all his labours 
had been in vain and was very disappointed. Seeing the 
intensity of the disappointment of his most devout 
Bhaktha, Sri Rama consoled him not to feel sad. One 
of the Lingas brought by Hanuman was installed a 
little north and it was established that this Hanuman 
Linga should have precedence over Sri Ramanatha in 
all honours. This Linga is variously called Viswa- 
nathar, Kasilingam, Hanumalingam and so on. It is 
now the practice for the pilgrim to offer his prayers to 
Sri Visalakshi, Sri Viswanathar and then to Sri Rama- 
nathar and Parvathavardhini. 


* Even the worst sinner reaches Heaven after a darshan of Siva called Rameswarar in the sacred Pandya Country. 


A view of the Rajapopuram - Rameswaram 


Images depicting the Sthalapuranam at Rameswaram 


The third corridor – 


Supposed to be the biggest in the world 
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The gigantic Nandhi before the Sannadhi of Sri Prananathar 
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Some of the structures of the Vimanam indicate the pattern of Pallava architecture 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


There is a legend attached to the deity in this 
shrine situated behind the main shrine in between the 
second and third outer corridors, Once upon a time 
the Pandya King Punyanidhi, who was ruling in 
Madurai, started on a pilgrimage to Sethu and on his 
way rested in Gandhamadhana Parvatha and after 
worshipping Ramalinga performed a Waga to please 
Vishnu. To test his devotion, Lord Vishnu sent 
Lakshmi in the form of an orphan. The king who 
had no daughters took pity on her and took her into 
his protection and both he and his queen Vidyavathi 
looked after her very well. Lord Vishnu in the form 
of a typical old Brahmin devotee with Ganges water 
in two pots in a Kavadi over his shoulder, an umbrella 
and fan in his hands and with Vibhuthi and Rudrak- 
sham, dropped clandestinely into the nandavanam of 
the princess and held her hand. The ladies-in-waiting 
reported the matter to the king and he had the old 
man chained and imprisoned inside the Rameswara 
Temple. In the night the king dreamt that the old man 
was in reality Lord Vishnu with his foster daughter by 
His side as Lakshmi. He woke up and went to see his 
foster daughter. It was the same sight in her chamber 
also. Next morning he took the princess to Rames- 
waram Temple and saw Vishnu in chains. He repented 
for his hasty action. His penitence was genuine and 
Lord Vishnu comforted the king by saying that the 
chains were in reality emblems of the chain 
of love and devotion he bore to Him and Lakshmi and 
so He said He and Lakshmi would stay in the same 
place, He, (bearing the name Sethumadhava) with the 
chains and Lakshmi by his side. He is also known as 
Svethamadhava as the idolis made of white marble 
(Svetha— white). The Lord also ordained that pilgrims 
who after a bath in Sethumadhava theertham nearby 
worship Him and Lakshmi will be blessed with all the 
fruits of a holy bath in Sethu and that those who with 
sand from Dhanushkodi perform poojas in his presence 
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would acquire all the merits of Kasi Yathra. Rames- 
waram is thus a great place of pilgrimage for 
Vaishnavite devotees also. 


Apart from this most important part of the sacred 
history of the island, a number of anecdotes are 
recorded detailing how great heroes of the epics, 
puranas, etc., have obtained relief from sin, difficulties 
and the like by taking baths in the sacred waters of the 
island and worshipping the Lord here”. 


The presiding deity of the temple is popularly 
known as Sri Ramanathaswamy or Sri Ramalingam. The 
divine consort is known as Sri Parvathavardhini. The 
huge temple on an area of about 15:5 acres is close to 
the sea, near the Agni theertham. It has massive walls 
on all the four sides measuring 865 feet from east to 
west and 657 feet from north to south. It possesses 
lofty gopurams and a huge Nandhi 17 feet in height, 
22 feet in length and 12 feet in breadth. A noteworthy 
feature of the temple is its beautiful pillared corridor. 
Its total length is 4,000 feet and is wide by 20' to 30’. 
Rich carving on the pillar is noted for its workmanship. 


It is said that until the twelth century, the deity 
was housed in a thatched shed under the charge of 
Sanyasis. It is remarkable that such a simple shrine 
should have been a great centre of pilgrimage in olden ` 
times in spite of transport and communication 
difficulties. The present temple is.impressive and is in 
the Dravidian style. The first masonry structure around 
the inner shrine was built by Parakrama Bahu, King of 
Ceylon in 1173 A.D. In some parts of the temple 
the original soft sand stone has been replaced by 
granite. A statement showing the details of renova- 
tion made by Sethupathi Rajas of Ramanathapuram 
and others is given below. Efforts are continued to 
make further renovations. 
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Date of 
construc- 
tion 
1173 A.D. 


1434 A.D. 


1450 A.D. 


1540 A.D. 


1568 A.D. 


1649 A.D. 


1702 A.D. 


1740 to 
1770 


1897 to 
1904 


By whom constructed 


Parakrama Bahu, a King of 
Ceylon 


Udayan Sethupathy anda Komati 
of Nagoor near Nagapattinam 

Western tower; Built entirely of 
hewn stone— Height : 78 feet 


Additions by a wealthy Hindu 
from Madura 


Thirumalai Sethupathy 


Chinna Udayan Sethupathy Katta 
Thevar—then a feudatory of 
Viswanath Naicker of Madurai 
whose statue and that of his 
son Krishnappa were installed 
in front of Nandhi 


Commenced by Dalavoy Sethu- 
pathy i 


Hiranya Barahayaji Ravi—Vijaya 
Ragunatha Sethupathy 


Completed by Muthuramalinga 
Sethupathy 


Thiruppani funds in the hands of 
AL. AR. family of Devakottai 


Particulars 
of 
construction 


Masonry structure around 
the inner shrine 


Western tower and outer 
compound wali 


Ambal  Prakaram and 
other additions 


Portions of Southern 
second corridor 


Nandhimandapam and 
other structures within 
the temple 


Portion of the eastern 
Gopuram 


Palliyarai of the Amman 


temple and the manda- 
pam in front 


Third corridor 


Dimensions of the third 
' corridor 


Completion of the eastern 
tower 
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Remarks 


The statue of Thirumalai Sethu- 
pathy and that of his son 
Ragunatha stand by the side of 
south entrance into the Amman 
temple. They are honoured 
with offerings of flowers 
etc., every Friday night. 

Nandhi—a giant —structure— 
Sudhai work : 

Height 17 feet 
Length 22 feet 
Breadth 12 feet 


In this mandapam there are the 
statues of the said Sethupathy 
and his brother Kadamba 
Thevar 


The statues of Sri Muthurama- 
linga Sethupathy and his two 
Manthris, Muthirulappa Pillai 
and Krishna  lyengar are 
conspicuous in the western 
entrance of the corridor 


Outer abutting the eastern wall- 
east to west—690 feet, north 
to south—435 feet, inner-east 
to west 649 feet, north to south 
395 feet. Height—22' 74" 
Number of pillars: 1212 


Height 126 feet. Nine storeys 


One of the several theerthas inside the temple 


A sea-side view of the Rameswaram temple 


Another sea-side view of the Rameswaram temple 
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The holy foot-prints of Sri Rama 
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Date of Particulars i 
construc- By whom constructed of | Remarks 
tion construction 
1907 to AL. AR. family of Devakottai Renovation of the Ist ee 
1925 and Thiruppani funds in their prakaram and the inner 
hands shrine by re-placing the 
old limestones by black ` 
granite and provision 
for free light and air 
6-2-1925 Ashta Bandhana Maha Kumba- - S 
bishegam by AL. AR. family 
and Nattukottai Nagarathars 
27-2-1947 Last Kumbabishegam performed sa EA 


On the structure of the temple Fergusson says, 
** Jf it is proposed to select one temple which should 
exhibit all the beauties of the Dravidian style in their 
greatest perfection and at the same time exemplify all 
its characteristic defects of design, the choice would 
almost inevitably fall on that of Rameswaram ". 


Great saints like Appar, Thirugnana Sambandar, 
Thayumanavar and Arunapirinathar have visited this 
temple and composed songs in praise of the deity. 
The main festivals of the temple take place in the 
Tamil months of Ani (June-July), Adi (July-August) 
and Masi (February-March). Thirukkalyanam in the 
month of Adi and Maha Sivarathri in the month of 
Masi which are the Brahmothsavams, attract people 
from all over India. In Ani the festival of Sri Ramalinga 
Pradhishta commemorating the installation ofthe 
Lingam by Sri Rama is celebrated with great enthusiasm. 


The temple is open from 5 A.M. in the morning 
till 10 P.M. at night. Poojas are performed six times 
daily by Brahmin priests who belong to Maharashtra. 
The Spatikalinga Pooja at 5 A.M. and Palliyarai pooja 
at 9-30 P.M. attract a large number of devotees. 
Special poojas are performed on every Friday night 
and the goddess Sri Parvathavardhini is taken round 
in a golden Palanquin. Gold and silver vahanas and 
the silver Chariot are impressive. 


Besides the monthly salary, the priests get a share 
in the income from archanas and abishegas. The 
temple owns jewels estimated at about Rs. 30 lakhs. 
Many of these were presented by the Rajas of Rama- 
nathapuram and other rulers. The diamond crown is 
of exquisite beauty. The average income of the temple 
is Rs. 5 lakhs, which includes compensation and dastic 
allowance granted by the Government, the revenue 


from existing properties of lands, buildings, and income 
from hundies and sale of archana and abishega tickets. 
Temple lands are found in the district of Ramanatha- 
puram, Tirunelveli and Thanjavur and in Jaffna in 
Ceylon. Regular kattalais have been established for 
performing poojas on behalf of the Maharajas of 
Travancore, Mysore, the Raja of Pudukottai, Prime 
Minister and Marshal of Nepal and many individuals. 


There are 36 sacred theerthams in Rameswaram. Of 
these, 22 are within the temple. Each theertham has its 
own sanctity and is said to possess mineral and 
medicinal properties. Baths in these waters are believed 
to yield good results like purification of body and soul. 


Other important places of visit by the pilgrims to 
Rameswaram are the sacred Gandhamadhana Parva- 
tham which is connected with the town by a good road, 
Sri Kothandarama temple, 8 kilometres away from the 
town which can be reached only by walk and the near- 
by Sri Sankara Mutt. After the “cyclone of 1964, 
Dhanushkodi has become a lost city and cannot be 
reached without difficulty. ` 


Under the control of temple come the main temple 
of Sri Ramanathaswamy, 14 temples in the island and 
12 temples on the mainland. It is managed by a 
Board of trustees through an Executive Officer. The 
temple comes under the Hindu Religious and Chari- 
table Endowments (Administration) Department. 


Rameswaram has been visited by many kings, 
saints, savants and dignitarities. Swamy Vivekananda 
had also visited the sthalam. As one of the distin- 
guished visitors to the temple recorded, ‘It is one of 
the temples which link India with a remote past by a 
living chain and it is very satisfactory that the temple 
without losing its time honoured sanctity, benefits by 
the methods of modern organisation ". 
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Location code unit 
Si adopted for 1961 Local name of 
No Census hamlet or 
P village 
No. Name 
D о (3) (4) 
1 5 Naranamanga- Vaigai 
lam (У) (Keelapatnam) 
2 18 Kavanoor Kavanur 
(P) 
3 21 "Thoruvalur 'Thoryvalur 
(P) 
4 32 Ramanatha- Velupatnam 
puram (M) 
5 ” do do 
6 ., do do 
7 „ до до 


Sri Subramania- 
swamy 
Temple (M) 


Sri Nataraja- 
swamy 
Temple (S) 


Sri Subramania- 
swamy 
Temple (M) 


Sri Dharma 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


Reported 
age (in 
years) 


6) 


80 


Sri Muthalapara- 
meswariamman 


Temple (F) 


Sri Kannika 
Parameswari 
Temple (F) 


Sri Kurisastha 
Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 


20 


100 


Area 
in 
acres 


о 


0:13 


0°06 


0°34 


0:11 


1:00 
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RAMANATHAPURAM 
m 
‘Principa! Пену — Зођедешев Rin) way 
(8) @) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


NOT 


Sri Natarajas Sri Sivakama- Ramanatha- 


Sundari puram 
Railway station 
5 miles 
Sri Subrama- m Ramanatha- 
niaswamy puram 
Railway station 
4 miles 
Sri Dharma EST ] 
vi 
inayakar Ramanatha- 
puram 
Railway station 
1 
Sri Muthala s ЭО 
Parameswari- ) 
amman 
Sri Kannika Sri Hanumar Ramanatha- 
Parameswari Sri Krishnar puram 
Railway station 
14 miles 
Sri Ayyanar Sri Pooma Ramanatha- 
Porkodi puram 
Sri Karuppan- Railway station 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


TALUK 
Annual | : Movable property 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. 
yeni 1375 a нне 
y LH. К. e É = bana: 
ас. ма Dry & Mina жїз alee маш 
(А) Бер Огу H.R.& temple 
Rs. C, E. (A) 
у > 
(11) d2) (13; (14) (15) a6) (17) (18) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department 
REPORTED 
322 : 419 14:98 š =. ... 7TO Sahadai 
Palanquins-2 
Rishabam 
Peacock 
Bandicoot 
200 EN : 5:00 c Lx 1,500 Peacock 
Bandicoot 
Suran 
951 Vi. 10-00 ET Houses-5 sas 2,500 Silver 
Shops-2 Bandicoot 
Garden Car 
2-00 Palanquin 
Horse, Lion 
Elephant 
Kamadhenu 
Rishabam 
Peacock 
2,510 ... ... ... Buildings-7 ... Value эзе 
not 
stated 
1,271 ... 10:00 s жез wes ese = 


Periodical 
rites ormed 
on behalf of 


temple 


15) 


Twice а day 
bya Velar 


Twice a day 
by 2 Bhattar 


Twice a day 
by a Gurukkal 


do 


Once a day ' 
by a hereditary 
Velar 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Thiruvadhirai 
Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 
Ani Thiruman- 
janam 
Vaikasi Visakam 


Panguni Uthiram 
Karthigai Deepara 
Skandha Sashti 


Sivaxathri 
Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 


Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 
Sivarathri 
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Location code unit 


SI х 

Е Census hamlet or of 88e (in 
No. village Temple M os 

No. Name 
() о (3) (4) (5) (6) 
8 32 Ramanatha- Ramanatha- Sri Vazhividu 22 
puram (M) puram Murugan 
Temple (M) 

9 79 Keelakarai (У)  Keelakkarai Sri Meenakshi Not 
Sundareswarar known 
alias Chocka- 
nathaswamy 
Temple (S) 

10 as do do Sri Ukkira Mahali 62 
amman 
Temple (F) 

11 107 Remeswaram Rameswaram Sri Ramanatha- 800* 

(P) swamy 

Temple (S) 

12 ği do do Sri Утауакат 300 
and Angal- 
amman 
Temple (G) 


adopted for 1961 Local name of 


* Present structure 


(7) 


0-10 


035 


011 


15*50 


Below 
0*01 
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RAMANATHAPURAM 
Principal Deity Sub-deities (Ne e sa 
statiou) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Murugar Sri Vinayakar Ramanatha- 
Sri Nagar puram 
Railway station 
2 furlongs 
Sri Chocka- Sri Meenakshi Ramanatha- 
nathar Sri Міпауакаг puram 
Railway station 
10 miles 
Sri Ukkira Sri Pechi- Ramanatha- 
-Veeramahali amman puram 
amman Sci Vinayakar — Railway station 


Sri Naganatbar 10 miles 


Sri Ramanatha- Sri Parvadha- Rameswaram 


swamy vardhini Railway station 
Sri Viswa- 1 mile 
nathar 
Sri Visalakshi 
Sri Ganesar Sri Angal- Ramanatha- 
amman puram 
Railway station 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK. (Contd.) 


Annual 
income Extent of immovable 
assessed for property (in acres) 
Fasli 1375 
by H. R. Wet 
& C. E. Wet Dry & Others 
(A) Dept. Dry 
Rs. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Concld.) 


1,261 m m m 


931 Extent not stated 


1,971 ib. ^ és -. Shops-13 
Market . 
5,26,733 Extent по! stated Buildings 
Groves 
669 Extent not stated s 


Movable property 
— 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. "Periodical 
rites performed 
Tai- Repor- Vahanam on behalf of 
by ted by temple 
H. R.& e 
C.E. (A) 
Dept. 
a6) (17) (18) (19) 
- m ooo Twice a day 
by a Velar 
ons awe ya Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 
.. oe wae Once a day 


by a Poosari 


30,00,948 e Gold Six times a day 
Palanquin by Gurukkals 
Silver 
Ratham 
Cars-2 


Once a day 
by a Poosari 


313 


Festivals 


(20) 


Panguni Uthiram 


Navarathri 


Thirukkalyanam 
in Adi 

Sivarathri 

Anaygl festival 
in Ani 


Navarathri 


314 


(1) 


adopted for 1961 
No. Name 
(2) (3) 
8 Devipatnam 
(P) 
10 Peruvayal 
(V) 
32 Ramanatha- 
puram (M) 
» do 
do 


Local name of Name 
bamlet or of 
village Temple 
(4) (5 
Devipatnam Sri Thilakes- 
warar 
Temple (S) 
Peruvayal ` Sri Ranabali 
Murugar 
Temple (M) 


Lakshmipuram Sri Muthurama- 
lingaswamy 
Temple (S) 


do Sri Kothanda- 
ramaswamy 
Temple (V) 


Sri Chocka- 
nathaswamy 
Temple (S) 


Ramanatha- 
puram 


225 


- 350 


350 


0:13 


1-07 


0:52 


071 


0:57 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATH 
RAMANATHAPURAM 


Location 


Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Rai] wey 


(8) 


Sri Thilakes- 
warar 


Sri Murugar 


Sri Muthu- 
ramalinga- 
swamy 


Sri Kothanda- 
ramaswamy 


Sri Chocka- 


nathaswamy 


station) 


(9) (10) 
Temples under the control of 


Sri Soundara- Ramanatha- 


nayaki- puram 
amman Railway station 
Sri Kada- 16 miles 
ladaitha 
Perumal 
Sri Ulaga 
Nayaki- 
amman 
Sri Valli Ramanatha- 
Deivayanai puram 
Sri Vinayakar Railway station 
Sri Rama- 9 miles 
nathaswamy 
Sri Muppidari- 
amman 
Sri Parvadha- 
vardhiniamman 
Sri Parvatha- Ramanatha- 
vardhini puram 
amman Railway station 
Sita | do 
Sri Lakshmanar 
Sri Anjaneyar 
Sri Meenakshi do 
Amman 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


. Movable property 
Annual — 
income Extent of immovablo Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Re. 
A m = 
y H. et Apprai- - hanam 
ACE Wa Dry come: CUM x "m 
(A) Dept HRA tenple 
Rs. . B. (A) 
: Dept. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (#5) (16) (17) (18) 
Ramanathapuram Samasthanam 
2,236 i ons ... Vacant ore 310 ee 
plot 
43,791 " š E sz sie 7,500 Vahanams-24 
4,904 ys ... a ET ... Value Rishabamse3 
not Kedayam 
stated Peacock 
Bandicoot 
11,392 ... РТР; "m ove 5.940 Car 
Palanquin 
Garuda, Lion 
Eicphant 
Hanumar 
Sesha, Horse 
Tholukkiniyan 
Not "- ees .. m өө 941 Palanguin 
stated Rishabams-2 
Peacock 
Bhootbam 
Swan 
Bandicoot 
Kamadhenu 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Twice а day 
by а hereditary 
Brahmin 


Four times a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Twice a day 
by a bereditary 
Brahmin 


Twice a дау by 
8 Bhattachariar 


Four times a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Masi Magam 
Skandha Sashti 
Festival in Avani 


Brahmothsavam 
in Avani 


Vaikunta Ekadasi 

Annual festival 
іп Ani 

Sri Rama Navami 


Annua! festival 
in Chithrai 

Arudhra 
Dharisanam 


316 


* Location code unit 


adopted for 1261 


È Census 
No. Name 
a @ (3) 
6 32 Ramanatha- 
puram (M) 
7 °з do 
8 РА до 
9 E do 
10 ‘i do 
1 1 з, do 
12 m do 


Ramanatha- 
puram 


do 


do 


do 


do 


do 


(5) 


Sri Swaminatha- 
swamy 
Temple (M) 


` 190 


Sri-Brahmapurees- 80 


warar 
Temple (S) 


Sri Mariamman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Rajarajes- 
wariamman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Vanasankari- 
amman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Kottaivasal 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Balasubra- 
maniaswamy 
Temple (M) 


300 


0:30 


vis 


004 


0-10 


0-10 


0-05 


007 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATB 


RAMANATHAPURAM 
Location 
Principal Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the control of 


Sri Swami- Sri Valli 
nathaswamy Deivayanai 
Sri Brahma- Sri Mutham- 

purees- bígai 
warar Sri Vinayakar 
Sri Subra- 
maniar 
Sri Vali 
Dcivayanai 


Sri Mariamman Sri Karup- 
panna- 
swamy 

Sri Vinayakar 

Sri Rajarajes- Sri Krishnan 

wariamman Sri Anjaneyar 

Sri Мапаѕап- Sri Bairavar 

kariamman 

Sri Kottaivasal i 

Vinayakar 


Sri Balasubra- Deivayanai 
maniaswamy 


Ramanatha- 


puram 
Railway station 
I mile , 


Ramanatha- 


puram 
Railway station 
2 miles 


Ramanatha- 


puram 
Railway station 
1 mile 


do 


Ramanatha- 
puram 
Railway station 
1$ miles 


Ramanatha- 
puram 


Railway station 
1 mile 


Ramanatha- 
puram 
Railway station 
1? miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Annual 
income Extent of immovable 
d for property (in acres) 
Fasli 1375 с 
by Н. Wet 
C. E. Wet Dry & Others 
(A) Dept. Dry 
Rs. 
an (12) a3) (14) (15) 


Ramanathapuram Samasthanam (Contd.) 


3,701 ove А ša Vacant 
plot 
1,000 6-96 Av House 
225 sve aa dis ud 
Not +69 ... eee LL 
stated 
Not P Ss 555 ue 
etated 
Not MN oe j^ we РЕА 
stated 
1.101 E ... wee 


Movable property 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 


3,089 


6,451 


116 


364 


15,668 


(18) 


Peacock 


Parrot 


Silver 
Chapparam 

Lion 

Kedayam 


Lion 


Kedayams-2 


(19) 


Twice a week 
by a Gurukkal 


Twice a day 
by a Brahmin 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Twice a day 
by a Brabmin 


do 


Twice a day 
by a Velar 


Twice a day 
by a Brahmip 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Navarathri 

Thai Poosam 

Karthigai 
Deepam 

Skandha Sashti 

Panguni Uthiram 


Panguni Uthiram 
Navarathri 


Navarathri 


do 


Navarathri 

Sivarathri 

Tamil New 
Year's Day 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE | 


318 
RAMANATHAPURAM 
оона for 1061 Local £ N Reported Area Locati 
adopted for 1 name o ame on 
Re Census hamlet ot of age (in in Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
у village Temple years) acres station) 
No. Name 
(D О) (3) (4) (5) ; (6 (7) (8) (9) (10) 
Temples under the control of 
13 45 Tiruthirakosa- Thiru-Uthara- Sri Mangala- Not 719 5ті Mangala- Sri Manga- Uthirakosa- 
mangai (P) kosamangai nathaswamy known nathaswamy leswari mangai 
Temple (S) Sri Natarajar Railway station 
44 miles : 
14 66 Tirupullani Tirupullani Sri Adi Jagan- Not 1:37 Sri Adi Jagan- Sri Padma- Ramanatha- 
(P) nathaswamy known natha sini puram 
Temple (V) Peromal Thayar Railway station 
Sri Andal 5 miles 
Sri Ramar 
15» до Sedukkarai Sri Hanumar 500 003 Sri Hanumar те Ramanatha- 
temple (O) puram 
Railway station 
9 miles 
16 93  Pudumadam Agasthia- Sri Srinivasa 500 008 Sri Srinivasa Ses Ramanatha- 
(P) theertham Perumal Perumal puram 
Temple (V) Railway station 
8 miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Concid.) 


Annual 
income Extent of immovable 
assessed for property (in acres) 
Fasli 1375 
by H. R. Wet 
& C. E. Wet Dry & Others by 
(A) Dept. Dry H.R.& 
Rs. C.E. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (5) (16) 
Ramanathapuram Samasthanam 
55,080 өз е PE .. — 2,799,624 
2,04,761 


~ 


о?) 


(18) 


Palanquins 


Palanquin 
Surya Prabhai 
Lion 
Hanumar 
Garuda 

Sesha 
Elephant 
Swan, Horse 


Periodical 


теа Тиват 


half of 
temple 


(19) 


Six times a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Four times a day 
by а Bhatta- 
сћапаг 


Once а day 
by a Brahmin 


Twice a day 
by a Brahmin 


319 


Festivals 


(20) 


Brahmothsavam 
in Chithrai 

Arudhra 
Dharisanam 

Thiruvadhirai 


Brahmothsavam 
in Panguni 

Vaikunta Ekadasi 

Rapathu 

Pagalpathu 
festival 


MUDUKULATHUR TALUK 


11 MELAKODUMALUR 


Sri Kumaraiah alias Subramaniaswamy Temple 


Melakodumalur is situated at a distance of about 
24 kilometres from Manamadurai, which is also the 
nearest railway station. Madurai the district head- 
quarters and Mudukulathur, the taluk headquarters 
are 77 and 34 kilometres away respectively. The place 
is accessible both by railand road. This old temple 
which is popular in this region is dedicated to Sri 
Subramaniaswamy who is also called Sri Kumaraiah. 
The presiding deity is six feet high and is in a standing 
posture. Legend has it that the idol was discovered at 
the foot of a tree by a Brahmin priest and later on 
installed in the temple. Renovations were carried out 
twice in the years 1901 and 1920 by the public. 


The temple which covers an area of about 22 cents 
has an attractive vimanam over the sanctum sanctorum 
There is a single prakaram. The Lord of this temple 
is considered very powerful, Sri Kaviraja Pandithar 
of Vembathur has composed a sacred prabandham 
known as “ Gnana Ula" in praise of the Lord. Sri 
Javadhupulavar has also sung a sacred verse about this 
sthalam. Besides, Sri Nallamuthu Pillai of Mudu- 
kulathur has also glori&ed the Lord in his famous 
Pillaithamizh and Kuravanji. 


Poojas are performed daily by a hereditary 
Brahmin priest strictly according to the principles of 
Saiva Agamam. The temple owns antique jewellery in 
gold and silver worth about Rs. 2,868 mostly donated 
by devotees. The landed properties of the temple 
comprise about 2:75 acres of wet lands, which fetch an 
annual rent of about Rs. 3,062 ; this sum is utilised for 
its upkeep and general maintenance. The annual 
hundi collections of the temple amount to Rs. 2000, 
while its income under archana, abishega and mudi 
prarthane charges is Rs. 1,000 per annum. 
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** Muppazba Thiruvizha " in Vaikasi and Panguni 
Uthiram are the regular annual festivals celebrated 


here, of which the former is the most important one, 
when special poojas are offered to the Lord along with 
the .Neivedhyam of the three fruits namely, mango, 
plantain and Jack. About 3,000 devotees from far 
and near attend this famous festival. 


The temple wfich is under the control of the Hindu 
Religious and Charitable Endowments (Administration) 
Department is managed by a Board of trustees 
consisting of four members. 


135 THIRUMALUGANDHANKOTTAI 


Sri Senjadainathaswamy Temple 


Thirümalugandhankottai, a small village 35 kilo- 
metres off Mudukulathur is well known for its old Siva 
temple dedicated to Sri Senjadainathar, who is a 
pradhishta Lingam. The divine consort here is known 
as Sri Karunakadakshi Ambal. The place is linked 
with several sacred centres by bus and train, the 
nearest railway station being Manamadurai. Madurai, 
the district headquarters and Mudukulathur, the taluk 
headquarters are 96 and 35 kilometres away respec- 
tively. There is a popular legend to the effect that Lord 
Vishnu who is also known as Thirumal, had a liking. 
for this place and hence the name Thirumalugandhan- 
kottai. Since Lord Siva is said to have appeared here 
with matted hair, He is known as Senjadainathar. 


The temple which covers an area of about 2 acres 
has a beautiful vimanam over the sanctum sanctorum, 
apart from a prakaram. It is said that the temple was 
built some 400 years ago by some kings of this region. 
Subsequently, several additions and renovations were 
made by the Rajas of Ramanathapuram. There are 
several stone inscriptions here, which are not deci- 
pherable. The image of the divine consort Sri 
Karunakadakshi Ambal, is in a separate sanctum. 
There are several uthsava vigrahams here, all made of 
panchalogam. 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


Poojas are performed twice daily by hereditary 
Adi Saiva Brabmin priests who are in the enjoyment of. 
Service inam lands strictly according to the principles 
of the Agama Sastras. The temple possesses several 
ancient gold and silver ornaments, worth about 
Rs. 475 mostly donated by devotees. The landed 
properties of the temple fetch an annual income of 
about Rs. 11,686 by way of rent; this amount is spent 
towards the daily poojas and periodical festivals of the 
temple and for its general maintenance. The temple 
owns Peacock and Rishabam mounts made of wood. 


321 


The festivals celebrated here include Skandha 
Sashti, Vaikasi Visakam and Panguni Uthiram. The 
festivals in the months of Vaikasi and Panguni are 
celebrated on a grand scale. About 2000 devotees 
from the neighbouring villages congregate on such 
occasions. 


The temple which comes under the Ramanatha- 
puram Samasthanam is managed by the Raja of 
Ramanathapuram, who is the hereditary trustee of the 
temple. 
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Location code unit 


Si adopted for 1961 Local name of 


No. 


No. 

a о 
1 11 
2 15 
3 ЫШ 
4 ээ 
5 21 
6 Lid 
7 ^» 


Census hamlet or 
village 
Name 
(3) (4) 
Melakodu- Melakodu- 4 
maiur (P) malur 
Mandala- Mandala- 
manickam (P) maoickam 
do do 
do do 
Abiramam Abiramam 
(P) 
do do 
do do 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 
Sri Kumara 500 
Kadavul 
alias 
Subramania- 
swamy 
Temple (M) 


Sri Kailasanatha- 120 
swamy | 
Temple (S) 


Sri Vazhavan- 300 
dhamman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Venkata- 200 
chalapathy 
Temple (V) 


Sri Arunagiri 70 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Sivasubra- 45 
maniaswamy 
Temple (M) 


Sri Varadaraja 300 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 


0:22 


0:25 


0:04 


0-03 


0-01 


0:20 


010 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATB 


MUDUKULATHUR 
Location 
Principal Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(3) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Subramania- ose Manamadurai 
swamy Junction 
18 miles 


Sri Chockana- Sri Arumba- Manamadurai 


thaswamy vaBanayagi Junction 
25 miles 
Sri Vazhavan- Sri Kaliamman do 
dhamman Sri Irulayi- 
amman 


Sri Venkata- Sri Ubaya- Manamadurai 


chalapathy nachiar Junction 
28 miles 
Sri Arunagiri ase Manamadurai 
Vinayakar Junction 
18 miles 
Sri Sivasubra- Sri Valli do 


maniaswamy Deivayanai 


Sri Varadaraja Sri Devi Paramakudi 
Perumal Bhu Devi Railway station 
22 miles 


RAMAN ATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


TALUK 
Movable property 
Annual — 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. 
Fasli 1375 — - — 
by H.R. Wet Apprai- Repor- Уаћапат 
& C. E. Wet Dry & Others sed by ted b; 
(A) Dept. Dry H.R.& temple 
Rs. | С. E. (А) 
Dept. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department 
3,062 2775 m ies e sec "2,868 wee 
317 6°00 e. ... Shops-3 — 625 YA 
House 
569 8:40 аса > aes ... Lion 
335 4:00 ... "a T p Value  Palanquin 
` not Garuda 
stated Tholukkiniyan 
299 э ... = Buildings-4 — ... Value 
Vacant not 
plots stated 
2 329 on ... Buildings one 1,950 Sahadai 
18 Peacock 
Horse 
Bandicoot 
e 
700 6 09 m . вео ... eve nee 


Periodical 
sites performed 
on behaif of 
temple 


(19) 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Twice a day 
by a Brahmin 


Twice a day 
by a Brahmin 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Annual festival 
in Vaikasi 
Panguni Uthiram 


Brahmothsavam 
in Ani 
Navarathri 
Skandha sashti 
Karthigai Deepam 


Annual festival 
in Purattasi 


Chithra Pournami 


Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 
Thaipoosam 


324 
orain saae ua t Local of 

sı. is barnlet or 

No. _ Census Village 
No. Name 

(0 @ (3) "4 

8 35  Kamuthi . Kamuthi 

(P) 

9 er do do 

19 pp do do 

п s do do 

12 = do do 

13 s do do 

14 55 do do 

15 57  Vilangalathur — Vilangalathur 


(P) 


Name Reported 
of age (in 

Temple years) 

5) (6) 


Sri Muthumari- ) 
amman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Pettai 
Kitanji 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Santhi 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Subramania- 150 
swamy 
Tempie (М) 


Sri Vazhi Vitta 600 


Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 

Sri Ananda Not 
Vinayakar “known 
Temple (G) 


Sri Ragunatha 250 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Selva 58 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


7) 


0:34 


0:04 


01 


390 


Below 
001 


Below 
001 


025 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 
MUDUKULATHUR 


Location 


Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 


Principal Deity 


(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Muthumari- ei 
amman 
| Paramakudi 
L Railway station 
. £ 24 miles 
Sri Kitanji + 
Vinayakar 1 
J 
Sri Santhi Manamadurai 
Vinayaker Junction 
24 miles 
Sri Subramania- Sri Valli do 
swamy Deivayanai 
Sri Vazhi Vitta ia Virudhunagar 
Ayyapar 7 Junction 
25 miles 
Sri Ananda aaa Paramakudi 
Vinayakar Railway station 
27 miles 
Sri Vinayakar aoe Manamadurai 
Junction 
26 miles 
Sti Vipayakar Par&makudi 
Railway station 
12 miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


(11) 


(12) 


Dry 


аз) 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 

Fasli 1375 ,———————————- 

Wet 
& 

Dry 


(14) 


(15) 


Others sed by 
H. R. & 
GEM 


(16) 


le 


Repor- 
ted by 
temple 


| a7) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


1.848 


` 1087 


2,120 


695 


301 


560 


m 


1:01 


1:10 


1:62 


wee 


51:44 


10:00 


Not 


stated 


15:24 


Shops-14 


Shops-3 


... 


3,000 


150 


750 


100 


Movable property 
Value of Jewellery 


Yahanam 


(18) 


Palanquin 
Rishabam 
Horse 
Peacock 
Lion 
Elephant 
Bandicoot 


Periodical 


rites performed 
on behalf of 


temple 


(19) 


Fou: times a day 
by a Bhattar 


Twice a day 
by a Bhattar 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattar 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Once a week 
by a Pandaram 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Pandaram 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Festivals 


Q0) 


Annua) festival 
in Panguni 


Sivarathri 
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Location code unit 
8. adopted for 1961 


No Census 
No Name 
O 0) (3) 
16 61 Pirukkalur 
(P) 
17 81 Valanadu 
(P) 
18 130 Perunali 
(P; 
19 143 Kanniraja- 
puram (P) 
1 13 A. Tharaikudi 
(P) 
2 19  Раррапат (P) 
з 23  Sirukudi (P) 
4 35 Kamuthi (P) 


Local name of 
hamlet or 
village 


(4) 


Pirubukkalur 


Valanadu 


Perunali 


Kanniraja- 
puram 


Tharakudi 


Anaiyur 


Perungarunai 


Kamuthi 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 

Sri Balasubra- 50 
maniaswamy 
Temple (M) 

Sri Subramania- 100 
swamy 

` alias 
Kumarakadavul 
'Temple (M) 

Sri Mariamman 34 
Temple (F) 

Sri Badrakali- 500 
amman 
Temple (F) 

Sri Tharanes- Not 
warar known 
Temple (S) 

Sri Angalapara- 100 
meswari 
Temple (F) 

Sri Varadaraja 250 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 

Sri Meenakshi 500 


Sundareswarar 
Temple (S) 


7 


Area 
зп 
acres 


Below 
0:01 


Below 
0:01 


0:50 


0:34 


0:06 


0°34 


0:34 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATR 


MUDUKULATHUR 
Location 
Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(3) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Balasubra- Pandikanmoi 
maniaswamy Railway station 
3 miles 
Sri Subramaniar Sattirakkudi 
, Railway station 
2 miles 
Sri Muthumari- Virudhunagar | 
amman Junction 
38 miles 
Sri Badrakali- Sri Uchi Paramakudi 
amman Mahali Railway station 
37 miles 


Temples under the control of 


Sri Tharanes- Sri Pushpava- Manamadura; 


warar neeswari- Junction 
amman 22 miles 
Sri Angalapara- ies Manamadurai 
meswari Junction 
amman 32 miles 
Sri Varadaraja Sri Devi Manamadurai 
Perumal Bhu Devi Junction 
18 miles 


Sri Sundares- 
warar 


Sri Meenakshi» Manamadurai 
amman Junction 
24 miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


TALUK (Contd.) 


assessed for 
Fasli 1375  ,———-—— 


&C.B. Wat 


(11) (12) 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 


(13) 


Wet 


(14) 


(15) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Concld.) 


619 15°00 
455 

1,000 one 
244 m 


Bamanathapuram Samasthanam 


1,227 ... 

205. - 
1,734 an 
6,623 m 


17:50 


... 


0:53 


Vacant 
plot 
1-30 


Building 


Movable property 
———! 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 
Apprai- Repor- Vahanam 
sed by ted by 
H R.& temple 
C. E. (A 
Dept. 
(16) (17) (18) 
ase 200 
... ... Sahadai 
... 200- eco 
m 1,520 РА 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Once a day 
by a Pandaram 


Once a day 
by a Brahmin 


Twice a day 
by a Poosari 


Twice a day 
by a Pulavar 


Twice a day 
by a Brahmin 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Asari 


Once a day 
by a Bhatta- 
chariar 


Four times a day 
by a Gurukkal 
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Festivals 


Q0) 


Brahmothsavam 
in Avani 


328 


Location code unit 


SI adopted for 1961 Local name of 
No. Census hamlet or 
Ы village 
No. Name 

() 12 (3 (4) 

5 7: Mudukulathur Mudukulathar 
(P) 

6 105 Appanur (P) Anpanur 

7 108 Marandhai (P) Maranthai 

8 113  Painkulam Athankothan- 
(P) kudi 

9 135 T. M. Kottai Thirumalugan- 
(P) dhankottai 

10 145 Sayalkudi (P) — Sayalgudi 

11 148 ' Мапуш (P) Мапуш 

12 150 Keelakidaram — Kidaram 
(Р) 


Name 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 

Sri Subramania- Not 
swamy known 
Temple (M) 

Sri Arianachi- Not 
amman known 
Temple (F) 

Sri Lakshmi 400 
Yaraha 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 

Sri Srinivasa 400 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 

Sri Senjadai- 400 
nathaswamy 
Temple (5) 

Sri Kailasa- 250 
nathaswamy 
Temple (S) 

Sri Poovendra- 1,000 
nathar 
Temple (S) 


Sri Uyyavandha Not 
Amman known 
Temple (F) 


Оо) 


0`46 


0°06 


0:01 


Below 


0:01 


2:00 


0:75 


0:75 


0:02 


Principal Deity 


(8) 


Sri Subramaniar Sri Valli 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS 5ТАЛЕ 
MUDUKULATHUR 


Location 
Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 


(9) (10) 


Temples under the control of 


Paramakudi 
Railway station 
16 miles 


zivayanai 


Sri Arianachi- .. Paramakudi 
amman Railway station 
29 miles 
8ri Lakshmi Sri Vinayakar Parumakudi 
Varaha Railway station 
Perumal 19 miles 
Sri Srinivasa Sri Alamelu  Paramakudi 
Perumal mangai Railway station 
Thayar 20-miles 
Sri Andal 
Sri Senjadai- Sri Karunai- Manamadurai 
nathaswamy kadakshi Junction 
amman 50 miles 
Sri Kailasa- Sri Akilandes- Manamadurai 
natha- wari Junction 
swamy 42 miles 
Sri Poovendra- Sri Kanaka- Paramakudi 
ва ћасуату valli- Railway station 
ambigai 32 miles 
Sri Uyyavandha- m Ramanathae 
amman puram 
Railway station 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


TALUK (Contd.) 
Movabl perty 
Annual | s aras 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. 
Er Ñ ІҢ = Wet Apprai Ri Vah 1 
7 ` rte 
a C.E. Wet Dry Bt Others an by edb ) WAN 
t. ry . R. temple 
дер C. E. (A; P 
(11) (12) (13) (14) a» (16) (17) (18) 
Ramanathapuram Samasthanam (Contd.) 
2,015 vs РЕ ons Buildings-2 ooo ... Car 
Kedayam 
Peacock 
154 asa eis Em ave ... 36 ... 
Not one cos ne ‘ens «28 ove =. 
stated 
11,686 ... ver - ... m 474 . Peacock 
Rishabam 
600 m eo ... one ве. ue PS 
3,003 ae ... ... ave m. 176 us 


48 ... - ... m ase 


42 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Once a day 
by a Bhattar 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Pandaram 


Twice a day 
bya Brahmin 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


do 


Twice a day 
by a Bhattar 


Once a day 
by a Pandaram 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Skandha Sashti 
Panguni Uthiram 
Vaikasi Visakam 


330 TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATB 


MUDUKULATHUR 
Location code unit 
si adopted for 1961 Local name of Name Reported Area ; Location 
No Census bamlet cr of age (in in Principal Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
> village Temple years) acres station) 
No. Name 
(0 @ G) (4) Š (5) © (7) (8) @) (10) 
Temples outside the Hindu Religious 
1 31 Manalur Manalur Sti Agastheeswarar 700 2°12 Sri Agasthee- ot Manamadurai 
(P) alias swarar Junction 
Chockanatha- | 25 miles 
swamy : 
Temple (S) 
2 131 T. Valasubra- Т. Valasubra- Sri Vinayakar Not Not Sri Sidhi — Virudhunagar 
maniapuram maniapuram Temple (G) known stated Vinayakar Junction 
(Pi 30 miles 
3 140 Sethuraja- Sethuraja- Sri Shenbaga- Not Not Sri Shenbaga- e Kovilpatti 
puram (P) puram sundara known stated sundara Railway station 
Vinayakar Vinayakar 32 miles 


Temple (G) 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Concld.) 


— 


Annual Movable property 
ни opery 0 _ _ чете 

Rs. C. E. (A) 

(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department 


450 14-01 72:00 | ... =: За 
500 Wa 68:00 FA a n. 
600 wwe 2700 m: RT B 


Periodicai 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Twice a day 
by a Brahmin 


Twice a day 
by a Gurukkal 
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Festivals 


(20) 


ARUPPUKOTTAI TALUK 


162 THIRUCHULI 


Sri Thirumeninathaswamy Temple 


Thiruchuli which was formerly known as Thiru- 
chuliyal is the tenth of the fourteen ancient Padalpetra 
Sthalams in Pandya Nad. In the recent past, it has 
been haloed by the birth of Ramana Maharishi the 
famous saint of Tiruvannamalai. The house where 
he was born is a place of pilgrimage. The great Saivite 
saint Sundaramurthy Nayanar had, in the company of 
Cheraman Perumal, worshipped Lord Siva in this 
sacred place. In the following Thevaram hymn the 
saint describes the beauty of this place and the great- 
ness of the presiding deity. 


оте 2 Мљет Das і аот ара итін 
aren видео sums asa (теат 
Саб) sfi£dszssr фетр uana 
те) Gb reus юш вйштї pinesu 


simus SLVESHE Garsortapssh sarasa ms 
@©жтвивювы& Siouturuci Gor ber Hosa Pusd 
Agios Ёдлтвыйилт(р Gau реті 9190 smpsvri 
wus aria Gurgeyrar ilu Cer 


Thiruchuli is a railway station on Manamadurai- 
Virudhunagar line. It is at a distance of 32 kilo- 
metres from Manamadurai. It is also connected by 
bus with places like Madurai, Virudhunagar etc. It is 
now the headquarters of a sub-taluk of the same name. 
Sri Thirumeninathaswamy temple in this place is one 
of the many temples in the district which have been 
managed well for long by the Rajas of Ramanatha- 
puram. Though a small place, there are a number of 
choultries and buildings constructed by the Ramana- 
thapuram Samasthanam as well as the Nagarathar 
community, where pilgrims can stay. Facilities for 
performing marriages are also available in some choul- 
tries. 


The present temple occupies an area of 43,500 
square feet. According to the temple authorities, 
originally it was constructed by the Pandya King 
Brihath Balan. Sri Bhaskara Sethupathy, Raja of 


Ramanatbapuram took initiative in 1898 to renovate 
the old temple. The work went on till 1917 when a 
Kumbabishegam was performed. In 1957 another 
kumbabishegam was performed after some repairs 
and additions to the temple structure. The main 
gopuram of the temple is 40’ high. There are three 
prakarams. 


The presiding deity, a Swayambu Lingam is called , 
Sri Thirumeninathar. His other names are Sri 
Bhumeesar, Bhuvanesar, Manakkolanathar, Chulikesar 
etc. The divine consort is Sri Thunaimalaiammai. 
There are Ashta Lingas or eight Lingams in the temple. 
They are: Velliambalanathar and Somasekharar 
(worshipped by Pandya Kings) Kaundinya Lingam 
(worshipped by sage Kaundinya), Kalava Lingam 
(worshipped by sage Kalava), Капуа  Lingam 
(worshipped by sage Kanva) Kameeswara Lingam 
(worshipped by Manmatha), Krithanthakeswara Lin- 
gam (worshipped by the demon called Krithanthaka), 
Dinakeswara Lingam (worshipped by Sun God) and 
Kalyana Sundarar who gave darshan to sage Gouthama. 
There are as many as ten theerthams or sacred waters 
in and around the shrine. dh 


The tempie is facing east. It has around it Ratha 
Veedhis on the eastern, southern and western sides and 
Mada Veedhi on the northern side. There is a beautiful 
tank with а central mandapam within the temple. 
Kauvaikadal, as it is called, is one of the sacred waters 
of the shrine. One can worship Dharmathavara 
Vinayakar and Bodhi Vinayakar before entering the 
main eastern gate. There isan Asthana mandapam 
facing the Lord's sanctum. The goddess's sannadhi 
is to the south of the Lord's sannadhi. The other 
important deities in the temple are Sri Vinayakar, Sri 
Subramaniar, Pralaya Vidangar and Palani Andavar. 
There is also a Navagraha mandapam. Punaai tree is 
the sthalaviruksham of the temple. The Veladi Vina- 
yakar temple is at a distance of a furlong to the north 
of the main temple. The other sub-temples of this 
temple are : Chuligai Chockiamman temple and Mari- 
amman temple which are near the Teppakulam in the 
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SRI THIRUMENINATHASWAMY TEMPLE 


THIRUCHUZHI 
( Not to Scale ) 


oe ы C Q + Ç ~ = 


= 5 


INDEX TO NUMBERS 
Thirumcninathar 
Mandapam 
Subramaniar 
Kodavarai Vinayagar 
Kodi Thecrtham 
Madapalli 
Venjana Room 
Ambal 
Vinayagar 
Sthalaviruksham 
Gnana Theertham 
Subramaniar 
Praiayavidangar 
Navagrabas 
Vabana Коош 
Thirukalyana Mandapam 
Office Room 
Asthana Mandapam 
Palani Andavar 
Thirupugazh Sabbai 
Kauvai Kadal 


Soola Theertham ` 


Dha; mathavarabodhi Vinayagat 
Swamy 

Amman 

Vinayagar 

Subramaniar Theradi 

Elephant Stabte 

Bhoomi Theertham 


CENSUS - ^ADRAS 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


northern part of Thiruchuli and the Pillayar and Anja- 
neyar temples in the south. 


Poojas are performed six times daily by hereditary 
priests of Sivachariar community. The important 
annual festivals of the temple are: Amman Thapasu 
uthsavam in the month of Adi (10 days), Palani 
Andavar uthsavam in Thai (10 days) and Brahmoth- 
savam in Panguni. Before the Brahmothsavam, the 
festivals of the village deities Sri Chuligai Chocki- 
amman and Mariamman are celebrated in a grand 


manner. The temple possesses considerable gold and - 


silver jewellery. There are two attractive silver-plated 
Rishaba vahanas, one for the god and the other 


333 


for the goddess. There are Thers, palanquins and 
other vahanas as well. Efforts are being taken to 
repair the two big Thers of the god and goddess. The 
temple gets a dastic allowance of Rs. 20,910 from the 
Government. 


This ancient temple is very popular in this area. 
Many devotees have been benefited by taking bath in : 
the sacred theerthams here and worshipping Sri Thiru- 
meninathaswamy and Sri Thunaimalaiamman. The - 
hereditary trustee of this temple is the Raja of Rama- 
nathapuram. The shrine comes under the purview of | 
the Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments 
(Admn.) Department, 
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Location code unit 
si. adopted for 1961 


No, Census 
Мо. Мате 
с) о (3) 
1 6 s. Kallunadai 
(P) 
2 2 
3 РА do 
4 27 Eluvani (Part) 
(P) 
5 33 Ulakudy (P) 
6 35 Alagapuri 
(Part) (P) 
7 41 Kariapatty (P) 


(4) 


Kallumadai 


Kambikudi (Р) Kambikudi 


do 


Eluvani 


Ulakkudi 


Alagapuri 


Kariapatti 


Name Reported 

of age (in 
Temple years) 
(9) (6) 


Sri Thirunage:- 600 
waramudayar 
Temple (S) 


Sri Meenakshi- 1150 
sundareswarar 


Temple (S) 


Sri Venugopala- 150 
swamy 
Temple (V) 


Sri Shenbagalinga- 302 


swamy alias 
'Thennayira- 
mudaya 
Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 


Sri Gurunatha- 175 
swamy and 
Angalamman 
Temple (03 


Sri Sidhi 100 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Subramania- 69 
swamy 
Temple (M) Я 


0:17 


1:89 


Below 
001 


0-03 


0°64 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


ARUPPUKOTTAI 
. Location 
Principal Deity Sut-deitics (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Thiru- Sri Thiru- Thiruppuvanam 
nageswara- gnanam- Railway station 
mudayar bigai 8 miles 

Sri Meenakshi Sri Meena- — Kalligudi 
sundareswarar — kshi Railway station 
10 miles 
Sri Venugo- Sri Rukmani do 
palaswamy Sathyabama 
Sri Siva Sri Karup- Thiruppuvanam 
Shenbaga pannaswamy Railway station 
Thennayira- 13 miles 
mudaya 
Ayyanar 
Sri Gurunatha- Sri Angal- Narikkudi 
swamy amman Railway station 
2 miles 
Sri Vinayakar Thiruppuvanam 
Railway station 
Sri Subra- -Sri Valli Madurai 
maniaswamy Deivayanai Railway station 
Sri Vinayakar 18 miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
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TALUK 
Movable property 
Annual 
income Extent of immovable Yalue of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. Periodical N 
Fasli 1375 = rites регбо! Festivals 
by H.R. Wet Apprai- Repor- Vahanam on Dehalf of 
A C. = Wet Dry & Others if AA ted by temple 
А 3 mple 
Dep Dry GB. A p 
(LD (12) (13) (14) (15) 6) (17) (18) (19) (20) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department 
280 ee ... - ... Em E ... No Pooja 
223 7'30 Ge a ee eee ase J Twice a day 20 
by a Brahmin 
237 700 See ws + E See Twice a day by 228 
а Bhattachariar 
435 1:68 9°33 Garden 2298 Value АРА Once a day ea 
0:36 not by a hereditary 
stated Velar 
453 5:70 gis ove M vdd Once a week Sivarathri 
by a hereditary 
Pillai 
990 5°00 E mae ove 250 = Rishabam Once a day Vinayaka 
; bya hereditary Chathurthi 
Poosari Tamil New 
Years Day 
4:18 м Shops ww. Value dc Twice a dry 
19 not by a Brahmin 
stated 


2,959 
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SI. 
No. 


1) 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


(2) 


5: 


55 


65 


7 


Location code unit 
adopted for 1961 Local name of 
Census hamlet or 
village 
Namc 
(3) (4) 
50 — Mallanginar Mallanginar 
(P) 
Thenugal (P) — Thenugal 
P.Pudupatty P. Pudupatty 
(У) 
Kilavaneri (P) Kilavaneri 
Teunjirai (P) Irunjirai 
N.Mukkulam — Veerakudi 
(Part) (P) 
Ramanuja- Ramanuja- 
puram (P) puram 


Name Reported 
of age (in 

Temple years) 
(5) (6) 


Sri Chennakesava- 300 
perumal 
Temple (V) 


Sri Veyilukandh- Not 
amman known 
Temple (F) 


Sri Mahamayes 100 
alias Guruswamy 
temple (O) 


Sri Rukmani 250 
Satyabama 
Sametha 
Krishnaswamy 
Temple (V) 


Sri Perianayaki 300 
amman and 
Karanmamalai 
Аууапаг 
Temple (F) 


Sri Muruga 
Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 


Sri Chenna- 70 
kesava 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Ares 
in 
acres 


с) 


0°76 


0:10 


0:02 


0:37 


0:25 


2'50 


1:00 


Principal Deity 


(8) 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 
ARUPPUKOTTAI 


Location 
Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
š station) 


e (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Chenna- 
kesava» 
perumal 


Sri Veyilu- 
kandh- 
amman 


Sri Guruswamy 


Sri Krishna- 
swamy 


Sri Perianaya- 
giamman 


Sri Muruga 
Аууапаг 


Sri Chenna- 
kesava 
Perumal 


Sri Senga- Virudhunagar 
mala Junction 
Nachiar 7 miles 

Sri Vinaya- — Virudhunagar 
kar Junction 

10 miles 

Tiruchchuli 
Railway station 
5 miles 


Sri Rukmani Tiruchchuli 


Sathyabama Railway station 
7 miles 
Sri Karan- Manamadurai 
mamalai Junction’ 
Ayyanar 10 miles 
vee Manamadurai 
Junction 
18 miles 


> Virudhunagar 
Junction 
15 milos 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 337 
TALUK (Contd.) 


x | Movable property 


Annual . MÀ ———À 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. Periodical 
Fadli 1375 ————1———— А 4 rites performede Festivals 
by H.R. Wet Apprai- Repor- Vahanam on bebalf of 
& C. E. Wet Dry & Others sed by ted by temple 
(A) Dept. Dry Н. R. & temple 
Ез. C. Б. (A) 
(11) (12) (13) (14) a5 (6) (17) (18) (19) (20) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


1,859 T 6060 e» ose 9,156 aise Car Twice a day Vaikunta Ekadasi 
Sesha by a Bhattar Adi Pooram 
Hanumar Tamil New 
Chapparam Year’s Day 
Garuda Vaikasi Visakam 
Horse Brahmothsavam 
Swan, Lion in Panguni 
Elephant Karthigai Deepam 
Palanquin Navarathri 
Thiruvadhirai 
Sri Jayanthi 
2,835 ... ... 4:61 Shandy ... ° ` ... Twice a day e.. 


by a Pandaram 


250 2:00 ee = ed = 200 cl Once a day 
by a Poosari 


500 tee 5°12 ae ө» Avs M aa No Pooja vid 
251 10:99 - one ... on Value see Once a day eat 
not by a hereditary 
stated Poosari 

955 3177 220-32 E E = 700 n: Twice a day ` Sivarathri 

by a hereditary 

Velar 
524 Extent not stated ane ` = 115 Horse Twice a day Sri Ramanayami 

; Kedayam by a Bhatta- 
chariar 


43 


338 
Location code unit 
SL adopted for 1961 Local name of 
N Census hamlet or 
9; village 
No Name 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 

15 98 Ramanuja- Ramanuja- 
puram (P) puram 

16 100 Periavalli- Periavalli- 
kulam (Р) kulam 

17 ix do do 

18 104 Palayampatti Palayampatti 
(P) 

19 » do do 

20 » do do 

21 109  Puliyooran Puliyoorani 
(V) 

22 172 Aruppukottai Aruppukottai 
(M) 

23 vs do do 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 
Sri Ramalinga 45 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Swamy Urani 300 
Selva 
Vinayakar 


Temple (G) 


Sri Periaswamy 300 
Eswariamman 
and Kalaswamy 


Temple (O) 


Sri Subramania- 
swamy 
Temple (M) 


259 


Sri Muthal- 
amman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Viswanatha- 160 
swamy 


Temple (S) 


Sri Sidhanatha- 
gurunatha- 
swamy 
Temple (O) 


Not 
known 


Sri Amirtha- 
lingaswamy 
Temple (S) 
70 


Sri Muthu 
Mariamman 
Temple (F) 


1 


(7) 


Below 
001 


Below 
0:01 


Below 
001 


0-60 


0:50 


0:50 


0:43 


гоо 


0°07 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


ARUPPUKOTTAI 
Location 
Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station} 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Ramalinga 202. Yirudhunagar 
Vinayakar Jucction 
15 miles 
Sri Selva > Virudhunagar 
Vinayakar Junction 
2 miles 
Sri Periaswamy Sri Eswari- do 
аттап 
Sri Kalaswamy 
Sri Subrama- Sri Valli 1 
niar Deivayanai | 
Sri Bairavar | Aruppukottai 
Sri Viswa- Railway station 
nathar | 1 mile 
Sri Mutha- Sri Andbi- I 
lamman veeraswamy J 


Sri Kasiviswa- Sri Visalakshi Virudhunagar 


nathar Junction 
12 miles 
Sri Sidhanatha- sss Virudhunagar 
gurunatha Junction 
swamy 16 miles 
Sri Amittha- — Sri Amirtha- 3 
lingeswarar valliamman 
Virudhunagar 
Junction 
N | 12 miles 
Sri Mariamman awa 


BAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT . 339 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Movable property 


Annual 
income Extent of immovable Value 01 Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) . Rs Periodical 
Fasli 1375 ——n ——  —— nn rites performed Festivals 
H.R. Wet Apprai- Repor- Vahanam on behalf of 
C. E. Wet Dry & Others sed by ted by temple 
(A) Dept. Dry H.R.& temple 
Rs. C. E. (A) 
Dept. 
(LI) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) (19) (20) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 
373 Extent not stated ven Ses wee 5 MA Twice a day by see 


a Bhattachariar 


5,108 ae 22°06 E Shops-8 Е 31 tee Once a week Vinayaka 
by a Brahmin Chathurthi 
Thai Poosam 
Sivarathri 
1,712 тё» 0:74 E Buildings-2 ... 200 m Twice a day Sivarathri 
by a Росвап 
10,667 209 6:00 ээ» Shops 3,502 ... Peacock Twice a day Skandha Sashti 
Houses Rishabam by Bhattars Festival in 
Horse Panguni 
Bandicoot 
4,447 7:48 Жу» 16:85 Buildings-29 ,.. 515 Chapparams-3  Thrice a day SIRA 
Rishabam by a Bhattar 
Bandicoot 
258 451 1:50 ... tee bee 500 Chapparam Once a day oss 
Rishabam bya hereditary 
Poosari 
12,139 82:14 11733 - Buildings-20 ... 16,060 Palanquin Four times а day Vaikasi Visakam 
Shops-23 Kedayams-4 by an Archagar Navarath?i 
Houses-2: Vahanams-24 Festival in 


Panguni 
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Location code unit 


Si adopted for 1961 Local name of 
No Census hamlet or 

° village 

No. Name 
a) a) (3) (4) 
24 172 Aruppukottai Aruppukottai 
(M) 
25 s do Pottaipatti 
26 Š do Chockalinga- 
puram 

27 » do do 
28 5 do do 
29 n do do 
30 aS do do 


Name Reported | 
of age (in 

Temple years) 
(5), (6) 


Sri Malaiarasan 300 
Temple (O) 


Sri Pambalamman 200 
Tempie (F) 


Sri Navaneetha- 100 
krishnaswamy 
Temple (V) 


Sri Pattabhiraman 55 
Temple (V) 


Sri Ramalinga . 200 
Chowdambigai- 
amman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Vazhavan- 800 
dhamman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Chockanatha- 800 
swamy 
Temple (S) 


Area 
in 


0:14 


0:11 


0:05 


0:40 


0'10 


041 


0:39 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


ARUPUKOTTAI 
Location 
Principal Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
a — (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Nithyanan- eee Aruppukottai 
dhaswamy Railway station 
2 miles 
Sri Pamba- ... Atuppukottai 
lamman Railway station 


2 furlongs 


Sri Navaneetha Sri Nadana- Virudhunagar 

Krishnaswamy krishnan Junctioa 
É 12 miles 

Sri Pattabhi- a do 
raman 

Sri Ramalinga 52 до 
Chowdambigai 

Sri Vazha cai do 
Vandhamman 

Sri Chokka- Sri Meenak- do 
nathar shiamman 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


TALUK (Contd.) 


(IL) (12) 


Movable property 
Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
property (in acres) Rs. 
— 
Wet Apprai- — Repor — Vahanam 

Dry E Others Ea e ted by 

ry ‚А. е 

С.Е. (A) TE 

(13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) 


and Cheritable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


524 m 
413 ... 
413 ese 
1,763 - 
10,368 apa 
479 ... 
4324 1000 


40:09 -— 


0:48 


... ... 


Houses-25 ... 


Shops-4 $e 


Buildings-8 ... 


Houses 15,382 


Shops 


- Shops-14 ... 
Kalyana- 
mandapam 


РРА Garuda 


өө Rishabam 


120 ... 


E Silver 


Rishabam 


Horses-2 


Rishabams-2 
Lion, Suran 


3,000 


35,000 Sahadais-2 
Bandicoot 


Cars-2 


Kamadhenu 


Peacock 
Elephant 


Rishabams-2 


Bhootbam 


Horse, Swan 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Twice a day 
bya hereditary 
Brahmin 


Once a day 
by a Poosari 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Twice a day 
by a Bhattar 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Devangar 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Pandaram 


Four times a day 
by a Bhattar 


341 


Festivals 


(20) 


Vaikunta Ekadasi 


Thiruvadhirai 


Navarathri 


Navarathri 


Brahmothsavam 
in Ani 


342 


Location code unit 


si adopted for 1961 
Blo. Census 
No. Name 
a) Q (3) 
31 172 Aruppukottai 
(м) 
32 35 do 
33 P do 
34 А бо 
35 2 do 
36 s do 
37 s do 
31 179 Koothaparai | 
(P) 


Local name of 
hamlet or 
village 


(4) 


Aruppukottai 


Peria Puliam- 
patti 


do 


do 


Puliampatti 


do 


do 


Malaipatti 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATB 
ARUPPUKOTTAI 


Location 
Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 


(9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Name Reported Area ү 
of age (in in Principal Deity 
Temple years) acres 
(5) (6) (7) (8) 

Sri Pandurangar 50 0:02 Sri Pandurangar 
Temple (V) 

Sri Mahali- 150 0:08 Sr; Mahali- 
amman amman 
Temple (F) 

Sri Mariamman 47 0:07 Sri Ayiramkan 
Temple (F> Marismman 

Sri Siyan 200 007 Sri Vinayakar 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 

Sri Thathan- 400 0:03 Sri Vinayakar 
kulam 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 

Sri Soundamman 160 0:02 Sri Soundamman 
Temple (F) 

Sri Muthumalai 65 Below Sri Vinayakar 
Vinayakar 0-01 
Temple (С) 

Sr Krishnan 100 00% Sri Balakrishnan 


alias Navaneetha 
Balakrishna- 
swamy 

Temple (V) 


"m Aruppu kottai 
Railway station 
2 furlongs 
m do 
m do 
^ do 


Sri Varadaraja Virudhunagar 


Perumal Junction 
12 miles 
Р Aruppukottai 
Railway station 
2 furlongs 


— Aruppukottai 
Railway station 
2 furlongs 


ssa Virudhunagar 
Junction 
7 miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd .) 


(11) 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 


Wet Dry 


(12) (13) 


Wet 
& 
Dry 


(14) 


A is Ri - 
sed by ted by 


Others 
H.R.& temple 
C.E. (A) 
Dept. 
(15) (16) (17) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


617 


5.430 


1,395 


787 


2,764 


688 


489 


1,446 


400 


Extent not stated 


... 


House 
Shops-56 


12,475 


Houses-15 7,476 


House ог 
Shops-8 


Shops-12 Ч 


Shops-6 a 


Building S 


Movable property 
= 
Valve of Jewellery 


Vahapam 


(18) 


Paianquin 
Horse 
Rishabam 
Elephant 
Suran 
Bandicoct 
Kamadhenu 


Lion 


Peacock 
Kedayam 


Peacock 


Horse 
Chapparam 
Palanquin 


Garuda 


Periodical 
rites performed 


on behalf 
temple 


(19) 


Twice a day 
by a Chettiar 


Twice a day 
by a Brabmin 


do 


do 


do 


Twice а day 
by a Chettiar 


Once a day 
by a Brahmin 


Twice a day 
by a Bhatta- 
chariar 


343 


Festivals 


(20) 


Navarathri 


Brahmotbsavam 
in Panguni 


Vinayaka _ 
Chathurthi 
Skandha Sashti 


Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 


Annual festival 
in Panguni 


Sri Jayanthi 

Vaikunta Ekadasi 

Tamil New 
Year’s Day 


344 


5), 


Мо. 


(D 


39 


41 


42 


"Location code unit 
adopted for 1961 Local пате of 
Census hamlet or 
village 
No. Name 
e 3) (4) 
189.  Chettikurichi Chettikurichi 
(P) 
222 Iluppaiyoor Tlluppaiyur 
(У) 
241 Thopilakarai Thoppilakkarai 
(V) 
252 . Poolangal Poolangal 
(У) 
64 Manoor Manoór 
(P) 
78 Narikudi Narikudi 


(P) 


` Name Reported Area 
of age (in in 
Temple years) acres 
(5) (6) G) 
Sri Varadaraja 200 0:25 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 
Sri Vinayakar 60 0:07 
Tempe (G) 
Sri Uchimahali- 100 0:02 
amman 
Temple (F) 
Sri Periakkudi Not 0:07 
Ayyanar known 
Temple (O) 


Sri Subramania- 500 0:21 
swamy 
Temple (M) 

Sri Virupakshi- 500 0°20 


nathaswamy 
Temple (S) 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


ARUPPUKOTTAI 
Location 
Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) 00 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Varada- Sri Devi Aruppukottai 
raja Bhu Devi Railway station 
Perumal 6 miles 

Sri Vinayakar Sri Nagar Virudhunagar 
Junction 
26 miles 

Sri Mahali- ¿< Aruppukottai 

amman Railway station 

Sri Ayyanar YA Aruppukottai 

Railway station 
20 miles 


Temples under the control of 


Sri Subramania- Sri Valli Sudiyur 
swamy Deivayanai Railway station 
Sri Soundara- 15 miles 
nayagi 
Sri Virupakshi- Sri Nagavalli- Manamadurai 
nathaswamy amman Junction 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Annual 
income Extent of immovable 
assessed for property (in acres) 
Fasli 1375 „— А. 
by H.R Wet 
& C. E. Wet Dry & 
(A) Dept. Dry 
Rs. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) 


as) 


Movable property 
Value of Jewellery 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


500 - 149°19 


567 


Extent not stated 


274 ... 


6°00 


1,221 35:84 


Sivaganga Devasthanam 


655 m > 


925 m ... 


44 


3-89 


Buildings 


Apprai- Repor- Vaha 

noe ЖАШ 

. R. е 

С.Е. (А) 

Dep 

(16) (17) (18) 

... ... Garuda 
Rishabam 

ove 138 Car 
Elephant 
Peacock 


Periodical 
rites performcd 
on behalf of 
templc 


(19) 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Once a day 
by a Pandaram 


Twice a day 
by a Poosari 


Once a week 
by а hereditary 
Velar _ 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Gurukkal 


Festivals 


(20) 


Sivarathri 


Brahmothsavam 

in Panguni 
Karthigai Deepam 
Thai Poosam 
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Location code unit 
gj, adopted for 1961 Local name of 
No. Census hamlet or 
Ë village 
No. Name 
(1) (2 (3) (4) 
1 29 P. Vagaikutam Р. Vagaikulam 
(V) 
2 36 Mudukkan- Mudukkan- 
kuiam (P) kulam 
3 59 Sooranur Sooranur 
(P) 
4 103 Palavanatham Palavanatham 
(P) 
5 104 Palayampatti Palayampatti 
` (P) 
6 135 Vidathakulam Vidathakulam 
(P) 
7 143 Veerasolam Veerasozha- 
(P) puram 
8 11 Pallimadam Pallimadam 
(V) 


Name 


о age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 


Sri Pathaleswarar 500 
Temple (S) 


Sri Ambala- Not 
vanaswamy known 
Temple (S) 


Sri Kailasanatha- 600 


swamy 
Temple (S) 


Sri Kailasanatha- Not 
swamy known 
Temple (S) 

Sri Venugopala- Not 
swamy known 
Temple (V) 


Sri Meenakshi 300 
Sundareswarar 
Temple (S) 


Sri Kailasanathar 300 
Temple (S) 


Sri Kailasanatha- 1,500 
swamy 


Temple (S) 


Reported Area 


(D 


0:50 


023 


0:96 


0:53 


1:54 


0:06 


0:11 


0:28 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATR 


ARUPPUKOTTA 
Location 
Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest;Railway 
station) 
(8) (3) (t0) 


Temples under the control of 


Sri Pathales- Sri Pathales- — Virudhunagar 
warar wari Junction 
30 miles 
Sri Ambalava- SriSivakami Madurai 
naswamy ambal Junction 
25 miles 
Sri Kailasa- Sri Ananda- Madurai 
pathar valli Junction 
Š 27 miles 
Sri Kailasa- Sri Ananda- — Virudhunagar 
nathar valli- Junction 
amman 5 miles 
Sri Venugopala- Sri Devi Viradhunagar 
swamy Bhu Devi Junction 
14 miles 
Sri Meenaksbi Sri Avudai Manamadurai 
Sundares- nayaki Junction 
warar amman 25 miles 
Sri Kailasa- Sri Avudai- Manamadurai 
pathaswamy nayaki- Junction 
amman 18 miles 
Sri Kailasa- Sri Swarua- Virudbupagar 
nathaswamy valli Junction 
amman 20 miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


TALUK (Contd.) 


Annual 
income 
^ assessed fos 
Fasli 1375 
by H. К. 
De E. Wet 
pt. 
Rs. 
(11) (12) 
Ramanathapuram 
700 m 
2,545 - 
3,930 - 
4,970 ana 
1,401 m 
315 у 
502 oes 
3,588 ... 


Movable property 
А — | 
Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
property (in acres) А А 
Wet Apprai- Repor- Vahanam 
Dry & Others sed by ted by 
Dry H R.& temple 
C. E. (A 
(13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) 
Samasthanam (Contd,) 
1:00 wee oe es ... ze. 
ae РРА аге kaa 16 asa 
А dz ed. s 38 Horse 
Bandicoot 
Peacock 
Chapparam 
m ... ... ... 1,902 Car 
Palanquin 
Kedayams-5 
Vahanams-11 
¿s mn ae ose 1,020 Elephant 
Horse 
Garudas-2 
Swan 
Hanumar 
Lions-2 
Car 
m .. m ves 29 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Twice a day 
by a Brahmin 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattar 


do 


Five times a day 
by a Bhattar 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Battachariar 


No pooja 


Poojas by a 
Brahmin 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Brahmothsavam 
in Chithrai 


Brahmothsayam 
in Vaikasi 


348 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATB 


ARUPPUKOTTAI 
Location code unit 
gj, adopted for 1961 Local name of Name Reported I m Location 
Census bamlet or of age (in in Principal Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
No village Tempie years) acres. station) 
No Name 
(1) (2 (3) (4) (5) б) (7) (8) G) (10) 
Temples under the control of 
9 162  Thiruchuli Thiruchuli Sri Thirumeni- Not 100  SriThirumeni- Sri Thunai- — Virudhunagar 
(P) nathaswamy known nathawsamy malay- Junction 

Temple (S) amman 20 miles 

i0 184 Pandalkudi Pandalakudi Sri Kariamala- 500 0°37 Sri Капа Sri Devi do 

(Ру zhagar malazha- Bhu Devi 
Temple (V) gar 
Temples outside (he Hindu Religious 
1 143 | Veerasolam Veerasolam Sri Harichakra Not 018 Sri Harichakra Sri Soundra- Parthibanur 
(Р) Moorthy kuown Moorthy valli Railway station · 
Perumal Perumal Thayar 10 miles 
Temple (V) Sri Andai 
2 241 Thopilakarai Thoppilakkerai Sri Ramalinga 75 Below Sri Vinayakar e» Aruppukottai 

Vinayakar 0-01 и Railway station 


(У) 
Temple (С) 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Concld.) 


Movable property 


Annual . Pe E pakani citi uin EUN 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. Periodical 
Fasli 1375 А) то rites performed 
H.R. Wet Apprai- Repor- Vahanam . оп behalf of 
C. E. Wet Dry 5 Others cH by ted by temple 
A) Dept. Ty . R. temple 
% 3 C. E. (A) 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) (19) 
Ramanathapuram Samasthanam (Concld.) 
21,090 078 9°00 ed WA 35,594 555 Cars-5 Six times a day 
Palanquins-4 by hereditary 
Sahadais-3 Brahmins 
317 sis WA YA ae Sue 200 Garuda Twice a day 
Horse by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department 
300 Extent not stated ... ase 6 ... Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 
500 2°00 ... ... ... ... ... ... Once a day 


by an Archagar 
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Festivals 


(20) 


,Brahmothsavam 
in Adi, Thai 
and Panguni 


m 


Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 


SATTUR TALUK 


156 SATTUR 
Sri Venkatachalapathy Temple 


` Situated on the bank of the river “ Уаїрраги” 
in Sattur town, the 800 year-old Vaishnavite temple 
commands a good view. The presiding deity of 
this temple is Sri Venkatachalapathy, who is also 
popularly known as “Satturappan ” His divine 
consorts Sri Devi and Bhu Devi are ina standing 
-osture. 


Legend has it that this temple came into existence 
thropgh the efforts of a devout blind king, who ruled 
' over the neighbouring place. Не рої back his power 
of vision miraculously by the grace of the Lord when 
he came here on his way to Tirupathi and stayed for 
20 days, offering worship. Soon, this shrine became 
popular and started attracting devotees from different 
parts of the district. 


Several renovations were made by the Zamindar 
of Ettayapuram and a Kumbabishegam was performed 
some 40 years back. There are several stone inscrip- 
tions on tbe northern and southern outer walls of the 
arthamandapam here, which confirm the view that the 
temple existed years ago. 


The temple which covers an area of about 45 cents 
has a beautiful vimanam over the sanctum with 
attractive plaster figures on it. 
sacred centres by bus and train,! the nearest railway 
station being Satturat a distance of about one kilometre 
The temple has an arthamandapam, a mahamandapam 
and а manimandapam. То the west of the temple is а 
beautiful tank with a small mandapam at its centre. 
The sacred Arasu tree (Ficus Religiosa) is the sthala- 
viruksham here. The festival idol of the Lord and His 
consorts Sri Devi and Bhu Devi placed before the 
Moolavar are made of panchalogam. There is a 
separate shrine for Sri Andal in the north-western part 


of the temple. 


eastern part of this shrine. 


It islinked with several ` 


Sri Krishnar, Srinivasa Perumal, 


Narasimbamurthy, Nammalwar,  Senaimudaliyar, 
Chakkarathalwar, Manavala Mamunigal and Thiru- 
mangai Mannan are the other deities. The images of 
all the reputed Alwars are kept in a row in the north- 
Garudalwar is locally 
known as Moolai Garudan here, who is supposed to be 
very powerful anda great Varaprasadhi. It is usual 
here for devotees to offer cocoanuts to him and get his 
blessings. 


Poojas are performed four times daily by non- 
hereditary Brahmin priests of the Vaishnavite sect 
Strictly according to the principles of the Vaikanasa 
Agamam. The temple owns antique jewellery in gold 
and silver worth about Rs, 15,388/- all donated by 
devotees. The immovable properties of the temple 
comprise about 30 acres of dry lands, 46 houses, 23 
shops and 38 vacant plots which fetch an annual 
income of Rs. 15,873/- by way of rent. This amount 
is spent towards salary to the temple servants, for the 
conduct of the daily poojas and periodical festivals of 
the temple and for its general maintenance. The 
annual hundi collections of the temple amount to Rs. 
300/-, while its income under archana and abishega 
charges is Rs. 2,000/- per annum. The temple owns 
a big Ther, a Palanquin and as many as five vahanas 
viz., Elephant, Lion, Horse, Garuda and Swan 
all made of wood, apart from a silver Garuda and a 
Hanumar. 


Of the several festivals celebrated here, the 
Car festival during the Ani Brahmothsavam and 
Chithra Pournami are the most important ones, when 
about 10,000 devotees from far and near congregate 
here. 


The affairs ofthe temple are managed by an 
Executive officer and a Board of trustees consisting 
of three members, all appointed by the Hindu 
Religious and Charitable Endowments  (Admn.) 


. Department. 
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Location code unit 
а adopted for 1961 Locai пате of 


No Census hamlet or 
* village 
No. Name 
a (2) Q) (4) 
1 6 Sengundra- Sengundra- 
puram (P) puram 
2 m do do 


3 19 Virudhunagar Virudhunagar 


(M) 
4 3s do do 
5 55 do do 
6 PA do do 
7 P do do 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
6) (6) 
Sri Ellaiamman 200 
Temple (F) 
Sri Mariamman 100 
Temple (F) 


Sri Chetti Neravi 100 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Chockanatha- 700 
swamy 
Temple (S) 


Sri Kaliamman 100 
Temple (F) 


Sri Parasakthi 100 
Mariamman etc.. 
Temple (F) 


Sri Sidhi 100 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


jsi 


0:50 


0:12 


0°07 


1°09 


Below 
0:01 


0°03 


Below 
001 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


SATTUR. 
Location 
Principal Deity  Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
Ко о) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Ellaiamman ... Virudhunagar 
Junction 
7 miles 


Sri Mariamman oo Virudhunagar 
Junction 
6 miles a 


Sri Vinayakar | T Virudhunagar 
Junction 


Sri Chockana- Sri Meenakshi Virudhunagar 


thaswamy ` Ambal Junction 
š mile 
Sri Kaliamman was Virudhunagar 
Junction 
2 furlongs 
Sri Mariamman Subramaniar do 
Sivan 
ai Sri Velukan- 
dhamman 
Sri Vinayakar is. Virudhunagar 
Junction 


RAMANATHAPURAM 


TALUK 


Annual 
incorne 
assessed for 
Fasli 1375 = 


by H. R. i 
& С.Е. Wet 
(A) Dept. 
Rs. 
GD (12) 


DISTRICT 


Extent of immovablo 
property (in acres) 
— 


Dry 


(13) 


Wet 
< 
Dry 


(14) 


Others 


a5) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department 


. 1,030 1:16 
820 0:50 
3,090 
4,691 6:31 
2,368 25: 
53,067 za 
200 E" 


45 


1:50 


609 


Extent not stated 


0°50 


Shops-2 


Shops 
Houses 


House 
Shop: 


Buildings 
Houses 
Shops _ 


Houses-2 


Movable property 
Papan dn eS 


Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 
Apprai- Repor- Vahanam 
sed by - ted by 
H.R. & tempie 
C. E. (A) 
t. . 
(16) (17) (18) 
sas 100 Horse 
Lion 
Peacocke 
Vs YA Rishabam 
Lion 
Bandicoot 
Bhootham 
P 70 m 
... 2,063 Palanguins-2 
Vahanams-22 
es 200 = 
one 50,000 Elephant 
Horses-2 
Rishabams-2 
Peacock 
Car 


— 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 


‚ Naidu 


Once а day 
by a Pandaram 


Once a day 
bv a Gurukkal 


Four times a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattar 


Once a day 
by a Brahmin 


Twice a day 
by a Bhattar 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Festival in Masi 
Karthigai Deepam 


Festival in 
Panguni 


Tamil New 
Year's Day 
Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 
Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 
Thiruvadhirai 
Sivarathri 


Navarathri 
Skandha Sashti 
Karthigai Deepam 
Thiruvadhirai 


Festival in 
Panguni 


Festival 

in Panguni 
Thirukkalyanam 

in Thai 
Festival in 

Masi 


Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 
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Si 


No. 


а) 


10 


11 


12 


13 


Location code unit 


adopted for 1961 Local name of 


No. 


2) 


19 


>> 


31 


Census 


Name 


(3) 


Virudhunagar 
(M) 


do 


do 


do 


do 


Krishnapuram 
(P) 


1438 33 Z Thatchakudi 


15 


36 


(P) 


Kalayarkurichi 
(P) 


hamlet or 


village 


(4) 


Virudhunagar 


до ` 


do 


do 


do 


Krishnapuram 


Thatchakudi 


Kalayarkurichi Sri Koodamudaya 500 


Name 
f 


o 
Temple 


6) 


Sri Velayudba 
Thevar 
Rillayar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Veru Pillayar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Kaliamman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Varasidhi 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Uchimahali 
amman 
Temple (F) 


age (in 
years) 


(6) 


120 


100 


200 


100 


61 


Sri Koodamudaya 100 


Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 


Sri Koneriraja 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 


Ayyanar 
Temple (O) 


300 


(7) 


Below 
0:01 


0°06 


Below 
0:01 


0-29 


Below 
0-01 


Below 
са 


Below 
0-01 


1-00 


Principal Deity 


(8) 


(9) 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATB 


SATTUR 


Location 


Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 


station) 


(10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Pillayar 


Sri Veru 
Pillayar 


Sri Kaliamman 


Sri Varasidbi 
Vinayakar 


Sri Uchimahali- 
Amman 


Sri Ayyanar 


Sri Raja Perumal 


Sri Koodamudaya 


Ayyanar 


... 


Virudhunagar 
Junction 
à mile 


\ D 


Virudhunagar 
Junction 


Virudhunagar 
Junction 
2 farlongs 


Virudhunagar 
Junction 


do 


Srivilliputhur 
Railway station 
14 miles 


Sivakasi 
Railwaystation 
9 miles 


Sivakasi 
Railway station 
8 miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Annual 
income 
assessed for 
Fasli 1375 
by H. R. 

E 


(11) 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 


(12) (13) 


(14) 


— 


a5) 


Movable property 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 


~ 


Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


a6) (17) (18) (19) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


7,548 


4,500 


1,020 


300 


328 


466 


780 


22 


Extent not stated 


... ane 


26°35 


1°74 21°70 


Shops 
Houses 


Shops-4 


Buildings 
Shops 


Shops-5 


Houses 


Garden 
9-90 


Thrice a day 
by a Bhattar 


... ... 


Chappatam 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Bhattar 


... se. ... 


Once a day 
by a Pillai 


... ... see 


Twice a day by 
an old Woman 


Poojas by 
hereditary 
Velars 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Chettiar 


Horse 
Rishabam 


355 


Festivals 


(20) 


Festival in 
Panguni 


Siyarathri 


356 
Location code unit 
SL adopted for 1961 Local паше of 
No Census hamiet or 
s village 
No. Name 
а) со (3) (4) 


16 44 Ondipulinai- Ondipulinai- 


ckanur (P) ckanur 
17 68 Thiruthangat Thiruthangal 
(P) 
18 M do do 
19 93 Sivakasi (M) Sivakasi 
20 E do do 
21 YA do do 


TEMPLBS OF MADRAS STATE 


SATTUR 
Name Reported Arca ox ji Location 
of age (in ip Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
Temple years) acres Ñ - Station) 
(5) (6) (7 (3) (9) (10) 
Temples under the Hindu Religious 
Sri Venkatachala- Nut 0:28 Sri Venkata- Sri Alamelu- Sankaralinga- 
pathy known chalapathy mangai puram 
Temple (V) Thayar Railway station 
` 3 furlongs 
Sri Karunelli- 7,000 200 Sri Karunelli- ES Tiruttangal 
nathaswamy nathar Railway station 
Temple (S) 4 mile 
Sri Nindra 7,000 5:00 Sri Nindra "ВА Tiruttangal 
Narayana Narayana Railway station 
Perumal Perumal I mile 
Temple (V) 
Sri Badrakali- 300 0:24 Sri Badrakali- Ya Sivakasi 
amman amman Railway station 
Temple (F) 1 mile 
Sri Karuppu- 500 0:01 Sri Karuppu- Sri Karuppa- Sivakasi 
swamy swamy yimman Railway station 
Temple (O) 7 furlongs 
Sri Subramania- 300 0-01- Sri Sivasubra- Sivakasi 
maniaswamy Railway station, 
` 1 mile 


swamy 


Temple (M) 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


TALUK (Сопид.) 


(11) (12) 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 


Dry 


(3) 


Wet 


& 


Dry 


(14) 


=“ 


Others 


a5 


—— 
Repor- Vahanam 
ted by 


Movable property 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 

Apprai- 

pad by 

H.R. & temple 
С.Е. (A) 

Dept. 

(16) (17) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


561 7:79 
2;505 5:00 
4,998 800 
3,527 6:00 

460 ET 
1,137 


92*40 


5:00 


20:00 


. 


.. 


Shops-10 


Shops-2 


Hovses-9 


29,086 


25 


1,000 


563 


25 


(18) 


Horse 


Kamadhenu 
Bhootham 
Rishabam 
Peacock 


Hanumar 
Sesha 
Garuda 
Lion, Horse 
Elephant 
Swan, Car 
Palanquin 


Cars-2 
Palanguins-2 
Lion, Horse 
Bhootham 
Rishabam 
Swan 
Kailasa 
Parvadham 
Kamadhenu 
Bandicoot 


Peacock 


Periodica! 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(9) 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Four times a day 
by a Gurukkal 


Four times a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Twice a day 
by Pandarams 


Twice a day 
hy a hereditary 
Poosari 


Thrice a day 
by a Gurukkal 


357 


Festivala 


(20) 


Navarathri 


Car festival 
in Ani 
Vaikunta Ekadasi 


Annual festival 
in Chithrai 


Festival in Thai 


Skandha Sashti 
Thai Poosam 


358 


8). 
Wo. 


23 


24 


25 


27 


Location code unit 


adopted for 1961 
Census: bamlet or 
village 
No. Name 
(2) (3) (4) 
93 Sivakasi (M) Sivakasi 
„ do do 
101 Kakkivadan- Kakkivadame 
patti (P) patti 
128 Veppilaipatti Veppilaipatti 
(P) 
134 Vethilaioorani Keelathayil- 
(Р) patti 
14 Koilchentha-  Senthathia- 
thiapuram puram 
(P) 
156 Sattur Sattar 
(P) 7 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 


Sri Venkatachala- Not 


pathy known 
Temple (V) 

Sri Viswanatha- 700 
swamy 
Temple (S) 

Sri Jakka Devis Not 
amman known 
Temple (F) P 

Sri Gangai- 600 
amman 
Temple (F) 

Sri Mohana 300 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 

Sri Senthathi Not 
Ayyanar known 
Temple (O) 


Sri Chidambares- 400 
warar 
Temple (S) 


(7) 


0°13 


1°50 


0-01 


0:25 


0:50 


0:26 


Principal Deity 


E 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATB 


SATTUR 
Location | 
Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Venkata- 
chalapathy 


Sri Devi Sivakasi 
Bhu Devi _ Railway station 
| 7 furlongs 


Sri Viswanatha- Sri Visalakshi- Sivakasi 


swamy 


Sri Jakkadevi 


Sri Gangai- 
amman 


Sri Perumal 


Sri Senthathi 
Ayyanar 


Sri Chidamba- 
reswaraswamy 


Railway station 
1 mile 


amman 


Sivakasi 
Railway station 
6 miles 


Sri Pabamoo- Veppilaipatti .. 
kamman Chattiram 

Sri Ragupathi Railway station 

Kasipathi $ mile 


Sivakasi 
Ráilway station 
6 miles 


T Solapuram 
Railway station 
10 miles 


iis Sattur 
Railway station 
3 furlongs 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


TALUK (Contd.) 


Annual 
income 
assessed for 
Fasli 1375 
by H.R. 

E. 


C. Wet 
(A) Dept. 
Rs. 


an (12) 


Extent of immovable 


property (in acres) 
Wet 


Dry 


аз) 


(14) 


(15) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


3,252 one 
9,595 ... 
315 ... 
286 1:38 
660 ... 
216 ... 
4,989 1:85 


37°81 


93:00 - 


370:18 


... 


Shops-18 


Shops-26 
Houses-6 


Vacant 
plots-5 


I Movable property 
Value of Jewellery 
- RB. 
Apprai- Repor- Vahanam 
by ted by 
H.R.& temple 
C.E. (A) 
D 
(6) (17) (18) 
И 1,023 Garuda 
Sesha 
Hanumar 
18,327 was Swan 
Rishabam 
Elephant 
Kamadhenu 
Bhootham 
Indra Vimanam 
Kailasa 
Parvadham 
avs 3,000 Horse 
Rishabam 
Kamadhenu 
Bandicoot 
Swan 
^ ees 2,000 Rishabams-2 
Elepbant 


Horse, Lion 
Palanquin 


‘Periodical 
rites performed 
on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Twice a day 
by a Bhatta- ` 
chariar 


Six times a day 
by a Bhatta- 
chariar 


Once a week 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Yadhavar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Brabmin 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Five times a day 
by a Brahmin 


359 


Festivals 


(20) 


Vaikunta Ekadasi 


Brahmothsavam 
in Ani 


Sivarathri 
LJ 


Vaikunta Ekadasi 

Sivarathri 

Tamil New 
Year’s Day 

Karthigai Deepam 

Thiruvadhirai 

Chithra Pournami 


Brahmothsavam 
in Vaikasi 


360 
Location code unit 
SI adopted for 1961 Local pame of 
No. Census hamlet or 
у village 
No. Name 
Q о (3) (4) 
29 156 Sattur (P) Sattur 
30 бе do do 
31 | do do 
32 55 do do 
33 168 Irukkangudi Jrukkangudi 
Ф) 
34 P do do 
35 169 Gollapatti Gollapatti 
(P) 


Мате Reported 
„9° age (їп 
Temple years) 
(5) 7 (6) 


Sri Mariamman 100. 
Temple (F) 


Sri Somasundara 150 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Subramania- 60 


swamy 
Temple (M) 


Sri Venkatachala- 409 
pathy 
Temple (V) 


Sri Mariamman 300 


.— Temple (Е) 


Sri Ayyanar 200 


alias Ramar 
Temple (O) 


Sri Chockanatha- 300 
. swamy 
Temple (S) 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 


SATTUR 
Arca S : NA » 
in Principal Пену Sub-deities Location 
acres (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(7) (8) ` (9) (10) 
Temples under the Hindu Religious 
0'10 Sri Mariamman ... Sattur 
Railwaystation 
3 furlongs 
0°03 Sri Somasundara ... Sattur 
Vinayakar Railway station 
1 mile 
0:07 Sri Subramania- ses do 
swamy 
0°45 Sri Venkatachala- Sattur 
pathy Railway station 
3 furlongs 
0:50 Sri Mariamman s... Sattur 
Railway station 
5 miles 
Below Sri Ayyanar s do 
0-01 
057 Sri Chockanathar ... Veppilaipatti 
Chattiram 
Railway station 


5 miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Movable property 


Annual pn 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. Periodical 
mn 1375 w = J n' v >—P rites performed 
fees et | -Apprai- Repor- Уаһапаш on behalf of 
C.E. Wet Dry & Others sed by ted by temple 
(A) Dept. Dry H.R.& temple 
Rs. C.E. (A) 
Dept. 
a1) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) (19) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd ) 
4,088 Shops-14 ... 6,885 Lion, Horse Twice a day 
Vacant Rishabam by a hereditary 
plots Chapparam Poosari 
0:07 
1,482 1°87 one =. Vacant de 1,000 Bandicoot Twice a day 
plots by a Brahmin 
0:32 
Houses-4 
1,269 1:56 zs .  Houses-9 ves ev Peacock Twice a day 
bya Gurukkal 
15,873 ... 30:00 РР Shops-23 15,388 РРА Silver Four times a day 
Houses-46 Hanumar by a Bhatta- 
Vacant Garuda chariar 
plots-38 Elephant 
Lion, Horse 
Garuda 
Swan, Palanquin 
Car 
61,218 5:00 oe wee one ene 800 Rishabam Twice a day 
Chapparam by a hereditary 
Poosari 
378 2:54 ses ... = cos ... e. Once a day 
by a Velur 
200 1680 35:00 ... YA p as ... Twice a day 
- by a Brahmin 


361 


Festivals 


(20) 


Festival in 
Panguni 
Navarathri 


Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 


Skandha Sashti 


Brahmothsavam 
in Ani 
Chithra Pournami 


Brahmothsavam 
in Adi 


362 
госаноп сосе с. 
adop ог 
A Census 
No. Name 
(1) а) (3) 
36 183 Vembakottai 
(OU 
37 184 Sevalpatti 
(P) 
38 193 Elayiram- 
ponnai (P) 
39 203 Nenmeni 
(P) 
40 ” do 


Local name of Name _ Riported Area 
hamlet or of age (in in 
village Temple years) acres 
(4) OS | (6) m 
Vembakottai Sri Chockalinga- 500 0-59 
swamy 
Temple (S) 
Sevalpatti Sri Kasiviswana- 200 0-16 
thaswamy 
Temple (Sy 
Elayiram- Sri Mariamman 100 0:38 
pannai Temple (F) 
Nenmeni Sri Senibil Not 0:04 
Vinayakar known 
Temple (G) 
do - Sri Venkata- 200 0:69 
chalapathy 


Temple (V) 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 
SATIUR 


Location 
Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) (10) 
Temples nnder the Hindu Religions 


Sri Chocka- — Sri Meenakshi Sivakasi 


lingaswamy ambal Railway station 
Sri Subrama- 9 miles 
niaswamy 
Sri Kasiviswa- Ses Sattur 
nathar Railway station 
13 miles 
Sri Mariamman wea Sattur 
Railway station 
9 miles 
Sri Pillayar "P Sattur 
Railway station 
6 miles 
Sri Venkata- 255 do 
chalapathy 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Movable property 
Annual tM — 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. 
оао аи" ae 
y H.R. et A Repor- Vahanam 
& C.E. Wet Dry & Others eod by ted by 
(A) Dept. Dry H.R.& t 
Rs. C. E. (A) 
Dept. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Concid.) 


Rishabam 
Horse 


1,210 400 .. ... — ... 750 


Houses-2 as 2,000 
Match 
factory 


3,585 56 be oa Palanquin 
Horse 
Elephant 
Bhootham 


Sesha, Swan 


Peacock 
Kailasa- 


parvadham 


Rishabam 
Swan, Lion 
Bandicoot 


715 ` m e» ... Shops-12 ... 1,000 


Houses-6 


Kamadhenu 


Car 


230 5:50 °... s.. = ... m ... 


200 Extent not stated "m De 800 Garuda 


Horse, Lion 


Elephant 
Swan, Sesha 


Rishabams-? 


' 363 


Periodical I 
rites performed Festivals 
. on behalf of 

temple 
(19) (20) 
Twice a day Tamil New 
by a Gurukkal Year’s Day 
Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 
Thirnvadhirai 
Twice a day so 


by a Brahmin 


Twice a day Festival in 

by a hereditary Panguni 

Pulavar 

Once a day e 

by a Pillai 

Twice a day Karthigai Deepam 

by a Bbatta- Vaikunta Ekadasi 
chariar . Navarathri 


Sri Jayanthi 
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Location code unit 
SL adopted for 1961 Local name of 
Census 


bamlet os 
No. village 
No. Name 
a а) (3) (4) 

1 81 Sennalgudi Sennalgudi 
(P) 

2 93 Sivakasi Sivakasi 
(M) 

3 [7] do do 

4 156 Sattur Sattur 
(P) 


Name Reported Area 
of age (in in 
Temple years) acres 
(5) (6) Q) 
Sri Venkata- 80 | 0:04 
chalapathy 
Temple (V) 


Sri Mariamman 300 
Temple (F) 


Sri Kamakshi- 300 
amman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Kaliamman Not 
Temple (F) known 


0°22 


0:15 


0-05 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATB 


SATTUR 
Location 
Principal Deity — Sub-dcitics (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples outside the Hindu Religious 


Sri Venkata- Sri Karuppu- Virudhunagar 
chalapathy swamy junction 
6 miles 
Sri Mariamman sen Sivakasi 
Railway station 
1 mile 
Sri Kamakshi- ... до 
amman 
Sri Kaliamman SA Sattur 
Railway station 


3 furlongs 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Concid.) 


Anuual 
icome Extent of f died 
assessed property (in acres 
Fasli 1375 А 
wH: R. Wet Apprai- 
А С.В. Wet Dry E Others pra A 
(A) Dept. К. 
а T C. E. (A) 
pt. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) 16) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department 


Not oo ... m 
stated 
400 - РРА 
636 2 i 


Houses-10 em 


Shops-2 -— 


2,000 


Movabie property 
Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 


(18) 


Kamadhenp 
Bandicoot 
Chapparams-3 


, Periodical 

rites performed 

on behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Poojas by a 
hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Twice a day 
by a Pandaram 


Twice a day 
by a Brahmin 


Once a day 
bya hereditary 
Poosari 


Festivals 


(20) 
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Chithra Pournami 


Festiva] in 
Panguni 


Thiruvadhirai 
Navarathri 


 SRIVILLIPUTTUR TALUK 


41 SRIVILLIPUTTUR 
Sri Andal and Vadapathrasayee Temple 


Sri Andal is a great Vaishnavite saintess and her 
pasurams are as popular in Tamil Nad as Meerabai's 
devotional songs are in the North. She is worshipped 
in a temple in Srivilliputtur, a well known pilgrim 
centre of Vaishnavites. The place is located on the 
railway line running from Virudhunagar to Tenkasi. 
Andal, like Sita, is presumed to be not born out of 
mothers womb (Ayoni Sambhava). She left her 
mortal body and merged with Lord Ranganatha when 
she was only fourteen years old. Every Vaishnavite 
temple in the south has a sanctum dedicated to Sri 
Andal. The temple at Srivilliputtur is also dedicated 
to Lord Vishnu known as Sri Vadapathrasayee. He 
was the principal deity of Srivilliputtur before Andal 
was born. 


A legend concerning Sri Andal will be of interest. 
One Vishnu Sidhar was an ardent devotee of Sri 
Vishnu. 
maintained a garden. He collected flowers daily, made 


He was later known as Perialwar. He 


garlands and offered them to the God, One morning, 
he found a beautiful female child under a * Thulasi’ 
plant. He named the child as *Kodhai'. The date 
of birth of the child is said їо be Kali 97, Nala year, 
4th day in the month of Adi, Suklapaksha Purva 
Phalguni. She was brought up by Vishnu Sidhar as 
his own daughter. The girl, who grew upto bea 
beautiful maiden became a great devotee of Vishnu and 
desired to marry Vishnu himself. She sang Thirup- 
pavai and hymns containing divine love. She observed 
Kathyayinee Vrata like the Сор of Brindavan and 
desired to have Sri Ranganatha as her husband. One 
day Kodhai put tbe flower garland intended for the 
Lord on her neck and admired her beauty in the reflec- 


- testified by the inscriptions in it. 


tion in the nearby well. This garland was later placed 
by the adopted father on the deity. This was continued 
but one day her father saw her and rebuked her for 
having used the garland intended for the God. He did 
not take the garland to the temple that day. Ina 
dream that night, the Lord told him that any garland 
worn by Kodhai became beautiful and acquired a 
special aroma which was agreeable to Him. From the 
next day onwards, Vishnu Sidhar took the garland to 
the God after it was used by Kodhai, also called 
Andal or the ruler of the universe. As further desired 
by God, Perialwar took Andal in a Palanquin to 
Srirangam. As soon as she entered the sanctum and 
touched the feet of the God, she disappeared and 
became one with Him.  Perialwar prayed to God, that 
He should go to Srivilliputtur and marry Andal in the 
presence of the local people. The Lord agreed to it 
and on the Panguni Uthiram day it is presumed that 
the God came to Srivilliputtur and the wedding was 
duly performed. Thereafter He stayed at Srivilliputtur. 
In the main sanctum of the Andal temple can be seen 
Sri Ranga Mannar, Sri Andalas a blushing bride 
and Garudalwar. 


The temple belongs to the 8th Century A.D., as 
Thirumala Naik of 
Madurai and his sister have made extensive additions 
to the temple. The characteristic feature of the temple 
is the 192' high tower which has 12 storeys. There 
are also images for Sri Andal, Ranga Mannar and 
Garudalwar which are used in processions, 


Lord Vadapathrasayee is in a reclining posture 
on Adi Sesha. At His lotus feet could be seen Sri 
Devi and Bhu Devi; great sages and the Sun and 
The life-like 
image of Sri Vadapathrasayee can inspire anyone. A 


Moon are seen worshipping the Gods. 


The Rajagopuram of Sri Andal temple, Srivilliputhur, the tallest in South India 


The dwajasthambam at Sri Vadapathrasayi Sannadhi 


A beautiful sculpture on a pillar 


Image of Saraswathi 


Image of Karnan with Nagasthra 


Artistic image on another pillar 


Another artistic sculpture in the temple 
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The Uthsava Vigrahas decorated with 108 sarees 


The Nandavanam where Andal is said to have been born 
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RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


devotee has to ascend a flight of steps to reach the 
sanctum sanctorum. Scenes from the mythology have 
been bcautifully depicted by wooden carvings in the 
corridor of the temple. The shrine of Sri Andal is 
close by. The pillars near the dwajasthamba have 


exquisite carvings of Venugopala, Bikshadanar, etc. 


The massive wooden Car which ds several cen- 
turies old has 9 huge wheels. During the Adi festival 
it is decorated and hauled along the streets. There is 
also another painted Car called Goratham. The fifth 
day of Adi festival and the 6th day of Margazhi 
attract thousands of pilgrims and devotees. 


Poojas are performed 6 times daily by hereditary 
Bhattars, who are in the enjoyment of service inam 
lands. They are paid a portion of the archana charges 
and they can also receive the offerings from the 
devotees. The temple has jewels worth about Rs. 8 
Jakhs. 

The temple owns about 320 acres of wet and 820 
acres of dry lands which are under lease cultivation. 
The annual income is Rs. 1,27,000/- which is spent 
for the salaries of the temple servants, for the payment 
of taxes, for the poojas and festivals of the temple and 
for its maintenance. The temple is running a Veda 


Padasala and a Library, 


In the Tamil month of Margazhi, Andal’s 
Thiruppavai is recited in the early hours іп orthodox 
homes and temples throughout Tamil Nad. 


MADAVAR VILAGAM H/O SRIVILLIPUTTUR 


Sri Vaidhyanathaswamy Temple 


Madavarvilagam also known as Puthuvai in 
Srivilliputtur is noted for its famous Siva temple 
‘dedicated to Sri Vaidhyanathar, who is a Swayambu 
Lingam. The temple is situated at a distance of less 


than two kilometres from the reputed Vaishnavite 
shrine of Sri Vadapathrasayee. The place where the 


-temple stands is of great antiquity stretching upto the 


367 


western ghats in the north and the south-west. Legend 
has it that, pleased with the devotion of two beautiful 
maidens (Madavaar) of this place (Vilagam), Lord 
Siva ordained the Pandya king to patronise them. The | 
place is therefore called Madavarvilagam in com- 
memoration of this incident. 


The temple which covers an area of about 12 
acres has а 134 feet high rajagopuram. It is said that 
it was built by the ancient Pandya kings and the 
famous Varaguna Pandya has made several renova- 
tions to the temple. Several stone inscriptions are 
found on the walls of the temple. There are three. 
prakarams and two sanctum sanctorum here, apart 


from an arthamandapam, a- mahamandapam and a 


-manimandapam. The Moolavar Sri Vaidhyanathar is 


a four feet high Swayambu Lingam, which is said to 
have been originally discovered under a vanni tree. He 
is therefore known as Vanninathar and as 
Puthuvai Nayagar. Situated in a separate sanctum 
stands His consort Sri Sivakami amman. Sri Vina- 
yakar, Subramaniar, Chandikeswarar and Navagrahas 
are the other deities. The six feet-high monolithic 
image of Lord Natarajar is a masterpiece of architec- 
ture. There are also several festival idols, made of 
panchalogam. There is a Sacred well known as Hema 
theertham here, the water from which is exclusively 
used for the abishegam of the Lord. The sacred 


vanni tree is the Sthalaviruksham of the temple. 


There are several stories in vogue relating to Sri 
Vaidhyanathar. It is said that a poverty-stricken priest 
by name Naga Nambi, a staunch devotee of the Lord 
was performing poojas regularly. Overwhelmed by 


his deep devotion, the Lord placed a gold coin daily 


on one of the steps (padi) leading to His sanctum. 
Hence the Lord earned the name *'Padikasu Vaitharu- 


liya Nayanar". 


There is yet another story which testifies to the 


exc2ptional power of tbe Lord. It is said that once 
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8 pepper merchant from Cochin was travelling through 
this place on his way to Madurai with a cart load of 
pepper. It was customary in those days to collect a 
small sum as duty for each bag of pepper transported, 
which will be added to the temple revenues. The 
merchant cunningly evaded paying the tax under the 
pretext that his bags contained only bengal gram and 
so the cart was let off. On reaching Madurai, he was 
shocked to find his bags having only bengal gram. He 
realised the power of the Lord and repented much 
for his sinful act. He rushed at once to Madavilagam, 
stayed there for 10 days and sought the Lord's 
pardon. On the lOth day night, the Lord appeared 
in his dream and directed him to smear the bags with 
the sacred ash. The merchant regained his pepper 
and he donated the entire sale proceeds of this pepper 
to the shrine. 


It is also said that the famous king Thirumala 
Naik of Madurai, who was suffering from severe 
stomach ache for long was miraculously cured of his 
ailment by the grace of the Lord, when he offered 
Pleased at this, he at once built 
a token of his 
gratitude. The imposing images of the king and his 


worship at this place. 
a spacious front mandapam as 
consorts and also those of Muthu Vijayaranga 
Chockappa Naik and his consorts, which are works 
of architecture can be seen in the temple. 


Poojas are performed six times daily by hereditary 
Brahmin priests, who are in the enjoyment of service 
inam lands. The temple owns antique jewellery in 
gold and silver, worth about Rs. 44,578 mostly 
donated by devotees, of which the golden kasumalai, 
chandraharam and jadainagam of the Amman deserve 
special mention. The Јапдед properties of the 
temple comprise about 29854 acres of wet lands and 
268:57 acres of dry lands, apart from a garden of 
4°45 acres which fetch an annual income of Rs. 25,888 
by way of rent; this sum is utilised for its mainten- 
ance. The annual hundi collections of the temple 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATB 


amount to Rs. 600, while its income under archana and 


abishega charges is Rs. 5,000 per annum. There are 


` four temple Cars and several vahanas here, all made of 


wood, apart from three Rishabams, which are silver- 
plated. 


Of the several festivals celebrated here, Brahmoth- 
savam in Vaikasi which spreads over a period of 
10 days is the most important one, when about 5,000 
devotees from far and near congregate. 


The affairs of the temple are managed by an 
Executive Officer and a Board of trustees consisting of 
five members, all appointed by the Hindu Religious 
and Charitable Endowments (Administration) Depart- 
ment. 


57 RAJAPALAYAM 


Sri Mayuranathaswamy Temple 


On the northern part of Rajapalayam besides 
Kayakudi river is situated the famous Siva temple 
The divine 
consort is Sri Anjal Nayagi Amman. The temple is 
said to have been built some 200 years ago by Sri 
Vijayaranga Chockalinga Naik, one of the Naik Kings 
who ruled over Madurai. It is linked with several 
sacred centres by bus and train, the nearest railway 
station being Rajapalayam, at a distance of about 3 
kilometres. Madurai, the district headquarters and 
Srivilliputtur the taluk headquarters are 86 and 11 


dedicated to Sri Mayuranathaswamy. 


kilometres away respectively. 


The temple which covers an area of about 45 
cents has two prakarams, three sanctum sanctorum 
and two beautiful vimanams with attractive plaster 
figures on them. There are arthamandapam, maha- 
mandapam and manimandapam. There are eight 
artistically carved stone pillars here in the vahanaman- 
dapam bearing beautiful images of lions and yalis and 
are very inspiring. The beautiful Azhaguthevan tank 
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A view of the gopuram 


The image of Sri Natarajar 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


found to the west of the temple, is the sacred theertham 


of this place. 


The Moolavar Sri Mayuranathar isan installed 
Lingam here, facing east. Situated in a separate 
sanctum stands his divine consort Sri Anjal Nayagi 
amman, who also faces east. There is a separate 
sanctum here for Lord Natarajar. Sri Vinayakar, 
Subramaniar, Chandikeswarar and Navagrahas are the 
other deities here, There are several uthsava vigrahams 
for the Swamy, Ambal, Natarajar, Sivakamiamman, 
Karaikalammaiyar, Subramaniar, Valli, Deivayanai, 
Thirugnanasambandar and Manickavasagar, all made 


of Panchalogam. 


Poojas are performed five times daily by non- 
hereditary Brahmin priests, who are paid a decent 
monthly salary from the temple revenues. The 
ornaments in the temple in gold and silver are worth 
about Rs. 8,576, of which the costly gold necklace and 


silver kavacham of the Amman deserve special men- 
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tion. The immovable properties of the temple comprise 
several buildings, a few acres of wet and- dry lands, 
some vacant plots and a garden, which fetch an annual 
income of Rs. 40,564 by way of rent; this sum is 
utilised for its upkeep and general maintenance. The 
annual hundi collections of the temple amount to 
Rs. 100, while its income under archana and abishega 
charges is Rs. 300 per annum. The temple owns two 
big Thers and several vahanas, all made of wood. 


Brahmothsavam in Ani for a period of 10 days, 
Navarathri, Karthigai Deepam, Skandha Sashti, Thiru- 
vadhirai and Tamil New Year's day are the regular 
annual festivals celebrated here. For Ratha festival 
during the Ani Brahmothsavam, about 5,000 devotees 
from far and near congregate here. 


The temple is managed by an Executive Officer 
and a Board of trustees consisting of three members, 
all appointed by the Hindu Religious and Charitable 
Endowments (Administration) Department. 


370 


а) 


adopted for 1961 
Census 
No. Name 
(2) (3) 
3 Kodikulam 
(P) 
5 Watrap (P) 
as do 
> do 
is do 
5 do 
11 Kottaiyur (P) 
15 Vellaipottal 
(P) 


(4) 


Kodikulam 


Watrap 


do 


do 


do 


do 


Kottaiyur 


Vellaipottal 


Name Reported 
of age (in 
Temple years) 
(5) (6) 
Sri Madeswari Not 
Temple (F) known 


Sri Athangarai 500 
Hanumar 
Temple (O) 


Sri Kasiviswa- . 250 
nathaswamy 
Temple (S) 


Sri Мшћа- 76 
amman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Sethu Nara- Not 
yana Perumal known 
Temple (V) 


Sri Thanga 41 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 


Sri Udayagiri- 200 
nathaswamy 
Temple (S) 


Sri Anjaneya- 200 
swamy 
Temple (O) 


n 


1:46 


0:04 


0:45 


0:49 


0:09 


0-10 


1:09 


0:02 


Principal Deity 


(8) 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 
SRIVILLIPUTTUR 


Location 
Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 


(9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Madeswari 


Sri Anjaneyar 


Sri Kasiviswa- 
nathar 


Sri Muthal- 
amman 


Sri Sethunara- 
yana Perumal 


Sri Vinayakar 


Sri Udayagiri- 


nathaswamy 


Sri Anjaneyar 


Sri Guruna- — Srivilliputtur 


thaswamy Railway station 
Vecrabadra- 17 miles 
swamy 
Pechiamman' 
xe Srivilliputtur 
Railway station 
13 miles 
Sri Kasi Visa- do 
lakshi 
“as Srivilliputtur 
Railway station 
14 miles 
Sri Azhagia- Srivilliputtur 
manavala Railway station 
Perumal 15 miles 
Sri Devi 
Bhu Devi 
s Srivilliputtur 
Railway station 
14 miles 


Sri Umayavalli Sriviiliputtur 
Railway station 
18 miles 


Srivilliputtur 
Railway station . 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


TALUK 


Annual 
income 
assessed for 


Fasli 1315 ,——— — — —— 


Wet 


by H.R. 
& C. E. 
(A) Dept. 

Rs. 


(11) 


(22) 


Extent of immovable 
property (in acres) 


Dry 


(3) 


Wet 
& 
Dry 


(4) 


Others 


(15) 


Movable property 
— M —— 


en 
Value er Jewellery 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department 


235 


STi 


5,225 


1,369 


3,362 


225 


787 


333 


097 


271 


7'80 


2:32 


54°58 


3:18 


496 


13°69 


Extent not stated 


48°13 


31324 


10:90 


Shops 


... 


— 
Apprai- Repor- Vahanam 
sed by ted by 
H.R.& temple ` 
C. E. (A) 
Dept. 
(16) (17) (18) 
25 40 225 
asi 1,000 Chapparam 
Sas 400 Car, Horse 
vss 915 Palanquin 
€ 
... 77 


Periodical 
rites performcd 
on behaif of 
temple 


(19) 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Chettiar 


Once a day 
by hereditary 
Brahmins 


Twice a day 
by a Brahmin 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Velar 


Twice a day 
by a Bhatta- 
chariar 


Once a day 
by an Odhuvar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


No Pooja 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Hanumar Jayanthi 
Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 


Navarathri 
Skandha Sashti 
Karthigai Deepam 
Thiruvadhirai 
Thai Poosam 


Festival in 
Purattasi 


Chithra Pournami 
Uriyadi in Avani 
Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 
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Wo. Н 
No. Name 
а Qe. (3) 
9 23 Sundarapane 
diam (P) 
10 24 Pudupatti (P) 


11 26 Moovaraivens 
dran (P) 

12 ys do 

13 pa do 

14 30 Kunnur 
(P) 

15 33 Villuppanur 
(P) 

"16. ,, do 


Local name of Name Reported 
hamict or of age (in 
village Temple gears) 
(4) (5) (6) 
Sundarapan- Sri Ayyanar alias 600 
diam (Vaikunta 
Murthi Ayyanar) 
Temple (O) 
Pudupatti Sti Balasubra- 100 
maniaswamy 
Temple (M) 
Moovaraivend- Sri Meenakshi 500 , 
ran Sundareswarar 
Temple (S) 
do Sii Malai Kozhun- 500 
dheeswarar 
Temple (S) 
do Sri Sundararaja 500 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 
Kunnur Sri Sundararaja 200 
Perumal 
Temple (V) 
Villuppanur Sri Alagar) 
Temple | 
(V) 700 
> 
do Sri Krish- 
nani 
Temple 


(V) i 


2:07 


0°07 


0°02 


0:22 


0:01 


0:30 


1:00 


Principal Deity 


@) 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATE 
SRIVILLIPUTTUR 


. Location 
Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
Station) 


(9) (10) 


Tempies under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Vaikunta 


Srivilliputtur 


Murthi Railway station 
12 miles 
Sri Balasubra- ... Srivilliputtur 
maniar Railway station 
13 miles 
Sri Meenakshi A 
Sundareswarar š 


—s a ah 


Sri Malai Kozhun- ... Sirvilliputtur 


dheeeswarar Railway Station 
| 12 miles 
Sri Sundararaja ace 
Perumal 
Sri Sundararaja осе Srivilliputtur 
Perumal Railway station 
10 miles 
Sri Sundararajar 
... Srivilliputtur 
Railway station 
5 miles 


Sri Krishnan 
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vable riy 
Annual РЕ No Абыз —- 
income tent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for to in acres; i Periodicat 
Fasti 1375 piro UE NM oe ktk s, rites performed Festivals 
by H.R. Wet rai- Repor- Vahanam on behalf of 
C. B. Wet Dry & Others r7 ted b temple 
YA) Dept. Dry H. R. & temple 
Rs. C.E. (A) 
an a2) (13) (14) . 45) (14) ал) (18) (19) (20) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 
417 Extent not stated ... ... E - Once a day Tamil New 
by a hereditary Years's Day 
Velar Thiruvadhirai 
Festival in Masi 
655 I'17 о. Ре ase 455 300 Horse Thrice a day Skandha Sashti 
Peacock bya Gurukkal 
Bandicoot 
Chapparam 
173 7:69 " «26 гав e ae Once a day ¿s= 
by a Gurukkal 
343 3:46 4:97 d Sse wen ea КЕ до Js 
1:58 845 ~ s -— isi ve Once a day by seo 
a Bhattachariar 
369 1:50 1:00 jus ose sae 100 ee Once a day Festival in 
by a hereditary Purattasi 
Bhattachariar 
1,236 6:00 5:00 a ажа oon ... — Once a day A 


by a Bhatta- 
chariar 
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Location code unit - 
sı. adopted for 1961 Local name of Name Reported Area 
No. Census hamlet or of age (in in 
village Temple years) acres 
No. Name 
D 0) O (4) б) (6) Q) 
17 41 Srivilliputtur Madavarvilagam Sri Vaidhyana- 5,000 12700 
(M) thaswamy 
Temple (S) 
18 эз do Nachiarpatti Sri Balakrishna- 400 0°75 
swamy 
Temple (V) 
19 55 do do Sri Subramania- 130 0:09 
swamy 
Temple (M) 
20 35 do Srivilliputtur Sri Kaikatti- 200 0:24 
swamy 
Temple (S) 
21 А do do Sri Manavala- 100 0:17 
mamuni 
Temple (V) 
22 - do do Sri Nachiar 2,000 1:00 
Tempie (V) 
23 $3 do do Sri Periamari- 330 1:67 
amman 
Temple (F) 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATB 


SRIVILLIPUTTUR 
Location 
Principal Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Vaidhya- SriSivakami = Srivilliputtur 
natbaswamy amman Railway station 
Sri Subrama- Í mile 
niar 
Sri Natarajar 
Sri Balakrishna- te Srivilliputtur 
swamy < Railway station 
24 miles 
Sri Subramaniar Sri Valli do 
Deivayanai 
Sri Kailasasun- ә Srivilliputtur 
daraswamy Railway station 
1 mile 
Sri Manavala- Sri Pillailogae do 
mamuni chariar 
Tbiruvamarban 
Sri Andal Sri Vadapa-  Srivilliputtur 
thrasayee Railway station 
Sri Ranga- 1 mile 
mannar 
Sri Peria Sri Kannima- Srivilliputtur 
Mariamman ramman Railway station 
Sri Karuppu- 2 miles 
swamy 


Sri Veerabadra- 
swamy 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


TALUK (Contd.) 


Annual 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewelle A 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. ы Periodical 
Fasli 1375 MENT rites performed 
by H. R. Wet Apprai Repor- Vahanam on behalf of 
&C.B. We Dry & Others by ted b temple 
(A) Dept. H.R. & tempie 
Rs. C. E. (A) 
Dept. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) a5 a5 an- (18) (19) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 
25,888 298:54 268:57 eee Garden 44,578 ... Silver Six times a day 
4°45 Rishabams-3 by a hereditary 
Vahanams Archagar 
Cars-4 
800 3°50 22:00 Us M nm 100 sa Once a day 
by a Brahmin 
387 4:00 13:00 РЕА em Des 45 Twice a day 
by a Brahmin 
4,865 m sss - Shops-10 - p do 
1,558 Extent not stated E za 1,000 Twice a day 
by a Bhattachariar 
1,632218 320°00 820°00 si .... 7,08,112 eae Ivory Palanquin Six times a day 
Cars-2 by a hereditary 
Goid Palanquin Bhattar 
Swans-2 
Seshas-4 
Garuda 
Lion 
Hanumar 
Horse 
Gold & Silver 
Surya Prabhai 
$,191 $$ cos "m Cocoanut ... Not Kamadhenu Oncc a day 
grove stated Lion by a hereditary 
Buildings-6 Elephant Brahmin 
ў Horse 
: Sesha 


Movable property 
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Festivais 


(20) 


Brahmothsavam 
in Vaikasi 


Sri Jayanthi 
Andal Uthsavam 


Festival in 
Iyppasi 


Adi Pooram 
Brahmothsavam 
in Margazhi 


Navarathri 
Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 
Thiruvadhirai 
Karthigai Dezpam 


376 


51, 
Ко. 


(D 


24 


25 


26 


27 


28 


29 


Location code nnit 
adopted for 1961 
Census 


No. Name 


Q) G) 


41 Rajapalayam 
(M) 


48 Ayannachi- 
yarkoil (P) 


52 Mamsapuram 
(P 


57 Rajapalayam 
(M) 


РА do 


do 


do 


4) 


Arasiarpatti 


Alathur 


Mamsapuram 


Rajapalayam 


do 


do 


Petbavanallur 


о) 


sri Dhrowpathi- 
amman 
alias 
Dharmarajar 
Temple (F) 


Sri Kaliamman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Sivasubrama- 
niaswamy 
Temple (M) 


Sri Guruswamy 
Tempie (S) 


Sri Mariamman 
Temple (F) 


Sri Kothanda- 
ramaswamy 
Temple (V) 


Sri Mayuranatha- 
swamy 
Temple (S) 


Reported 
age (in 
years) 


(6) 


200 


300 


350 


100 


Arca 
in- 
acres 


9e 


0:35 


0°12 


0°13 


1°00 


0:41 


0:46 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATB 
SRIVILLIPUTTUR 


P . Location 
Principal Deity Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 


8) 


station) 


(10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Dhrowpathi- 
amman 


Sri Kaliamman 


Sri Subramaniar Sri Valli 


Sri Guruswamy 


Sri Mariamman 


Sri Kothanda- 
ramaswamy 


Sri Mayura- 
nathaswamy 


Srivilliputtur 
Railway station 
1 mile 


Srivilliputtur 
Railway station 
2 miles 


Srivilliputtur 
Railway station 
6 miles 


Rajapalayam 
Railway station 
3 furlongs 


Rajapalayam 
Railway station 
1} miles 


do 


do 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


TALUK (Contd.) 


а (12) 


Movabie property 
Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
property (in acres) | Rs. 
e 
Wet Apprai Repor- Vahanam 
Dry ry Others sod. by ted by 
C. E. (A) 
Dept 


(13) 


a4 


(15) 


an 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


443 s 
205 s 
486 1:95 
855 es 
3,921 5-21 
2,444 115 
40,564 


48 


1-09 


6:00 


0:15 


13°64 


Extent not stated 


Garden 
Oil Mill 


Shops-6 


Shops-3 


Buildings 8,576 
Vacant 


Piot 


Garden 


eee 


... 


2,353 


1,311 


... 


(18) 


Chapparam 


Rishabam 
Peacock 
Chapparam 


Bhootham 
Lion 
Chapparam 


Elephant 


Cars-2 
Vahanams 


Periodical 

rites perform 

оп Behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Twice a week 
by a hereditary 
Pandaram 


Twice a week 
by a Pandaram 


Twice a day 
by a Velar 


Twice a day 
by a hereditary 
Chaliar 


Twice a day 
by hereditary 
Pandarams 


Twice a day 
by a Bhatta- 
chariar 


Five times a day 
by a Brahmin 


377 


Festivals 


(20) 


Festival in 
Masi 


Thai Poosam 


Karthigai Deepam 
Vaikasi Visakam 


Chithra Pournami 

Tamil New 
Year’s day 

Thiruvadhirai 


Chithra Pournami 
Garuda Sevai 

in Vaikasi 
Karthigai Deepam 
Vaikunta Ekadasi 
Sri Rama Navami 
Navarathri 


Brahmothsavam 
in Ani 
Navarathri 
Karthigai Deepam 
Skandha Sashti 
Thiruvadhirai 
Tamil New 
Year's day 


378 


SI. 
No. 


(D 


31 


32 


33 


35 


37 


Location code unit 
adopted for 1961 
Census 


No. Name 


(2) (3) 


57 Rajapala- 


yam (M) 


do 


7  Seithur (P) 


72  Muhavur (P) 


do 


73 North Devada-, Vadakkudeva- 


nam (P) 


74 South Deva- 
danam (P) 


Local name of 
hamlet or 
village 


(4) 


Pudupalayam 


do 


Seithur 


Mubavar 


do 


danam 


Devadanam 


Name Reported 
of age (in 

Temple years) . 
(5) (6) 


Sri Vettai Venka- SCO 


tesaperumal 
alias 
Kulaperumal 
Temple (V) 
Sri Kaliamman Not 
Tempie (F) known 
Sri Thirukkanne- Not 
swaraswamy known 
Temple (S) ` 
Sri Pandi 100 
Vinayakar 
Temple (G) 
Sri Mariamman Not 
Temple (F) known 


Sri Selliamman 150 
Temple (F) 


Sri Nachadaitha Not 
virtharuliya- known 
swamy 
Temple (S) 


m 


0:01 


0:47 


0:30 


0-05 


0:05 


1:54 


TEMPLRS OF MADRAS STATB 


SRIVILLIPUTTUR 
Location 
Principal Deity — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) @) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious. 


Sri Vettai | WA Rajapalayam 
Venkateswarar Railway station 
2 miles 
Sri Kaliamman T Rajapalayam 
Railway station 
Í mile 
Sri Thicukka- Sri Azhagia- Rajapalayam 
nneswarar nayaki Railway station 
6 miles 
Sri Pandi Lu 
Vinayakar 
Rajapalayam: 
Railway station 
7$ miles 
Sri Mariamman Sri Kali- J 
amman 
Sri Vinayakar 
Sri Vadakkuva Sri Bairavar Rajapalayam 
Selliamman Sri Усегаба- Railway station 
drar 9 miles 
Sri Pillayar 
Sri Badrakali 
Sri Nachadai- Sri Thavam- Rajapalayam 
tbavirtharu- petranayaki Railway station 
liyaswamy 8 miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd) 


Movable property 
Annual! - — s. 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for property (in acres) Rs. 
Fasli i375 ~ EE M UR amy me nt MÀ 
by H. R Wet Аррга- Repor- Vabanam 
& C. E. Wet Dry & Others Sed by ted by 
(A) Dept. Dry H.R.& temple 
Rs. C. E. (А) 
' Dept. 
ai) (12) a3 (14) (5 (16) (17) (18) 
and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd) 
551 16:67 90:45 ... m eos ase - 
200 " 10-00 e ons m < 22 
11,172 15416 82:17 = x 225 1,500 Rishabam 
Horse 
Indira 
Vimanam 
Parrot 
ee 5:50 = p > 1000 pen 
295 
1:00 3:45 me e.. es 1,000 
950 1:00 es. • БА РЕ ‘se 300 D 
62,533 61079 293:04 m -. 56,805 -. Silver 
Rishabam 
Elephant 
Swan 
Parrot 
Horse 
Bhootham 


Cars-2 


Periodical 


tites performed 


on behaif of 
temple 


(19) 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Twice a day 
by a Gurukkal 


Five times a day 
by a Bhattar 


Once a day 
by a Pandaram 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Poosari 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Pandaram 


Seven times a day 
by Bhattars 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Brahmothsavam 
in Panguni 

Navarathri 

Skandha Sashti 


Vinayaka 
Chathurthi 

Tamil New 
Year's Day 


Festival in 
Masi 


Skandha Sashti 
Navarathri 
Theppothsavam 
in Masi 
Brahmothsavam in 
Vaikasi 
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Location code unit 


adopted for 1961 Local name of Name Reported 
Census hamlet or of age (in 
village Temple years) 
No. Name 
a) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
75 Chosekanathan- Chosekanathan- Sri Mariamman 87 
puthur (P) puthur Temple (F) 
79 Chettiarpatti Kommanda- Sri Vinayakar 60 
(P) puram Temple (G) 
79 do Da'avoipuram Sri Bhadrakali- 120 
Amman 
Temple (F) ' 
82 Elandiraikon- — Elanthiraikon- Sri Kalahasthee- 60 
dan (P) dan swarar 
Temple (S) 
55 do do Sri Lakshminara- 120 
yana Perumal 
Temple (V) 
85 Shzlapuram (P) Sholapuram Sri Vikrama 1,000 
Pandeeswarar 
Temple (S) 
rz 
87 Natbampatti Ayan Natham- Sri Meenakshi 300 
(P) patti Sundareswarar 
Temple (S) 


Area 
m 
acres 


(7) 


0:75 


Below 
001 


0:62 


0:01 


0-02 


3'00 


0'50 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATR 


SRIVILLIPUTIUR 
Location 
Principal Пену — Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 
station) 
(8) (9) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Mariammag Sri Kaliamman Кајарајауат 
Sri Vinayakar Railway station 


Sri Vadakasi- 10 miles 
amman 
Sri Vinayakar AN do 
Sri Bhadrakali- Sri Mariam- Rajapalayam 
Amman man Railway station 
Sri Vecrabad- — 8 miles 
rar 
Sri Bairavar 
Sri Kalahasthee- -.. Rajapalayam 
swarar Railway station 
10 miles 
Sri Lakshmi — do 
Narayana 
Perumal 
Sri Vikrama Sri Kuzhal- — Sbolapuram 
Pandees- voimozhi Railway station 
warar Ambal 2 miles 
Sri Meenakshi Srivilliputtuc 
Sundareswarar Railway station 


12 miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 
TALUK (Contd.) 


Annual 
income Extent of immovable 
assessed for property (in acres) 
Fasli 1375 — əy— ə m  . 
by H.R. Wet 
& C. E. Wet Dry & Others 
(A) Dept. ry 
Rs. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) a5» 


Movable property 

Value of Jewellery 
Rs. 
^ Repor- Vahanam 

WA emp» 

О. E. (A) 
Dept. 4 
(16) (17) (18) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Contd.) 


599 8:00 эз» ai Shops-7 
251 1:40 2:00 ane РЕА 
1,404 Extent not stated => 
526 6:00 oe sss cae 
246 m 3:50 ... “es 
281 ase ... aes P 
714 5:50 3:50 ... p 


`. 


... 


... 


4,090 


10,000 


Rishabam 
Lion, Car 
Palanquin 


Lion 


Periodical 
rites perfoi 


on bebalf of 


temple 


(19) 


Twice a day 
by a Poosari 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Pandaram 


do 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Brahmin 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Once a day 
by a Bhattar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattar 
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Festivals 


(20) 


Festival in 
Purattasi 


Festival in 
Panguni 
Thiruvadhirai 
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O 


45 


46 


Location code unit 


adopted for 1961 Local name of 
Census 


No. Name 


a (3) 


87 Nathampatti 
(P) 


89  Vadagarai (P) 


Name Reported Area 
hamlet or of age (in in 
village Temple years) acres 
(4) (5). (6) (7) 
Ayan Natham- Sri Varadaraja 200 0-20 
patti Perumal 
Temple (V) 
Vadagarai Sri Srinivasa 700 0:35 
Perumal alias 
Thiruverigada 
Perumal 


Temple (V) 


Principa! Deity 


(8) 


TEMPLES OF MADRAS STATB 


SRIVILLIPUTTUR 


Location 


Sub-deities (Nearest Railway 


station) 


(3) (10) 


Temples under the Hindu Religious 


Sri Varadaraja 
Perumal 


Sri Srinivasa 
Perumal alias 
Thiruvengada 
Perumal 


one Srivilliputtur 


Raigvay station 


12 miles 


Solapuram 
Railway station 
4 miles 


RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


TALUK (Concld.) 
Movable property 
Annual . 
income Extent of immovable Value of Jewellery 
assessed for ' property (in acres) Rs. Е 
ak. "Roa Repork тајни 
у o 1%. е! = 
& С.В. Wet Dry & Others sed by ed M 
(A) Dept. Dry H.R.& temp 
. к C. B. (А) 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) 116) (17) (18) 


and Charitable Endowments (Admn.) Department (Concld.) 


358 250 3:50 sae ... ... ... ... 


413 2:91 m ... + ... 


_ Periodical 

rites ormed 

ón behalf of 
temple 


(19) 


Once a day 
by a Bhattar 


Once a day 
by a hereditary 
Bhattachariar 


Festivals 


(20) 


... 
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APPENDIX 


A SELECT GLOSSARY OF TERMS RELATING TO TEMPLE SURVEY 


Abishegam - A holy bath given to the deity with oil, milk, scented powder, honey, rose water, 
gbee, sugarcane juice etc. 

Adi Sesha es Divine serpent said to have onc thousand heads and represented as forming the couch 
of Lord Vishnu. 

Adivaram wee The foot of a hillock. 

Adu avs The Tamil term for a goat. 

Agamas 5 Vedic principles governing Роојаѕ іп temples, 

Aja .. The Sanskrit term for a goat. 

Alwars s Vaishnavite saints whose hymns in praise of Vishnu are regarded as sacred. 

Amirtham ase Nectar 

Amman ... Goddess 

Appu ... Wedge 

Archagar 3 A Brahmin priest in a Saivite temple 

Archana m Devotional worship offered to the deity by the priest with flowers or saffron. 

Ardhajamam one The last of the daily poojas performed at night. 

Ardha Mandapam РЕР Ап intermediary space between the sanctum sanctorum and the exterior of the temple 

Aru on River | 

Ага Padai Veedu ... The six permanent abodes of Lord Muruga before He suppressed Surapadman as the 
generalissimo of the divine forces | 

Ashram a A hermitage or abode of ascetics; also a stage in the life of a Brahmin. 

Ashtothram n A form of archana usually offered to the deity with a recital of 108 names of God. 

Asthana Mandapam мс“ Assembly Hall | 

Asuras ... Demons 

Avatharam PPA An incarnation of God. 

Ayoni Sambhava ves Not born out of mother’s womb 

Bajanai use Group singing of divine songs. 

Bali Peedam ... Altar or the sacrificial stone 

Bhaktha oes Devotee 

Bhattachariar eae A Brahmin priest belonging to the Vaishnavite sect who offers Poojas in a Vishnu 
temple : 

Brahmahathi oe The sin of having killed a Brahmin 

Chakram ... Discus of Lord Vishnu 

Chandraharam "T A special type of gem-set necklace 

Chapparam m Chariot - | 
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Darbha 
Darshan 
Dasavatharam 


Deepa Aradhanai 
Devadasi Inam 


Deras 

Devasthanam 

Dhyana 
wajasthambam 


wara-Palakas 


Gurukkal 
Homam 
Hundi 


Idayars 
Travatham 
Isaipalli 
Jadainagam 
Jyothi 


Kadaladaitha Perumal 


Kadali 
Kailas 
Kalam 


Kalasam 


Kalasanthi 


Kalyana Mandapam 


Kamadhena 
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A type of holy grass 
Sight of God or holy men 
The ten incarnations of Lord Vishnu to punish the wicked 


Iiluminating the deity's face with burning camphor or with a deepam i-e., a lamp with 
oil and wick. 


Lands endowed to dancing girls for their service to the temple through performance of 
dances before the deity, during festivals. This is now abolished. 


The divine beings. 
The body administering the affairs of the temple 
Meditation 


The flag mast, usually a pillar fixed outside the main shrine in line with the Sanctum 
Sanctorum 


Figures of guards of the deity found on either side of the entrance to the Sanctum 
Sanctorum 


Palm leaflet 

The Sanskrit term for an elephant 

The interior of Sanctum Sanctorum 

A mythological bird, the vehicle of Lord Vishnu 

Pagoda 

Preceptor 

A Brahmin priest belonging to the Saivite sect who offets pooja in a Siva temple 
The sacrificial fire 


A sealed receptacle with a slit at the top in which devotees deposit cash and other 
valuables ; 


Cowherds 

The white elephant of Indra, the King of the Devas 

A School for music 

A Circular type of head-ornament adorning the hair. 

Light 

The Lord who checked the sea 

Plantain 

The abode of Lord Siva 

The unit for measuring paddy (One kalam equals forty eight measures) 
The vessel-like structure adoring Temple gopurams and Vimanams. 


The morning pooja 


A special mandapam dedicated to the celebration of the marriage of the Lord with 
Goddess. 


Fhe holy cow which fulfils the desires of devotees 


Kani 
Kaopeenam 
Karnapathiram 

| Karuvoolam 
Kasu 
Kasumalai 
Kattalai 
Kavacham 
Kavadi 


Kireedam 

Kodi Kambam 
Koil or Kovil 
Koshti 
Ksheerabdhi 
Kshethra 
Kudhirai Eduppu 


Kumbabishegam 
Madam 
Madapalli 
Madavaar 
Madhu 
Mahabaratha 


Maha Mandapam 
Makndam 
Mandapam 
Mangala Sasanam 
Mangalyam 
Manickam 
Mantras 

Manyam 
Mavilakku 


Mohini 
Mohini Allowance 
Moksha 
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The unit of area for measuring lands 

Cod-piece 

A special type of gem-set ear ornament 

The safe room where the jewels of the deities are kept in a temple. 

Coin 

A necklace generally made of gold coins 

A type of endowment of the devotees for doing periodical poojas or offerings 
A metallic cover resembling armour 


A decorated wooden pole with an arch over it carried on shoulders by devotees with 
offerings such as flower, milk, rosewater etc., mostly for Lord Muruga with some 
parade. 


Head-wear or Crown 
The flag mast 
Temple 

Group 

Sea of milk 


Sacred place 


A festival observed in small temples once in a year when the presiding deity is taken 
round on a horse Vahanam 


Purification rites carried out after every renovation or construction 
Mutt, a religious institution 

Temple kitchen where the neivedhyam is prepared 

Maidens 

Nectar 


The great Hindu Epic describing the famous battle of Kurukshethra between the 
Pandavas and the Kauravas 3 


A big hall in temples for holding religious discourses 

The crown 

A big terraced hall 

Scripts composed by Alwars in praise of Vishnu 

The sacred ornament which is worn by married women as an insignia 
A precious stone 

The sacred hymns 

Landed endowments to the temple servants for their services 

A form of offering to the deity in which a wick is burnt in a flour paste. 
A beautiful damsel 

A kind of allowance given to the temple 

Eternal Bliss 


Moolasthanam 
Moola Vigraham 
Muppazham 
Nadhaswaram 
Nagabaranam 


Nagam 


Namam 


Navapashana 
Nayanmars 
Neivedhyam 
Ochar 
Othuvars 
Padai 
Padakkam 
Padalam 
Padhipam 
Padhugai 
Padi 
Paditharam 
Palliyarai 


Panchaksharam 


Panchalogam 
Panchamrutham 
Pancha-Murthys 


Pancharatra 
Pandaram 
Pasurams 
Payasam 
Peetam 

Poo 

Pooja 
Poosari 
Prabandam 


Pradhakshanam 


wre 


ore 
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Sanctum Sanctorum 

The presiding deity 

The three famous fruits namely Mango, Plantain and jack 

A НЕ pipe generally used in auspicious functions like marriages etc. 


A gold or silver kavacham or metallic cover fashioned after the serpent with five heads 
1o adorn the deity. 


Serpent 


The Vaishnavite caste mark of three Vertical stripes on the forehead in ‘U’ or ‘Y’ 
shape | 


Nine Stones А 

The sixtythree saivite Saints, whose history is narrated in **Periyapuranam". 
Offerings to the deity, such as cocoanuts, plantain, jaggery, butter, sweet-meat etc. 
A sect of priests 

Priests in Siva Temple 


Army 


- A locket or pendant 


Chapter 

Sacred song in praise of God 

The holy feet 

Foot-step 

An allowance in kind 

The bed chamber where the festival deities are kept after the daily poojas. 


A sacred word signifying the five syllables of Namasivaya which means obeisance to 
Lord Siva 


An alloy of five metals 
A delicious offering generally made to Lord Muruga with a variety of fruits 


The five deities, namely, Vinayakar, Murugar, Lord Siva, Uma Devi and Chandi- 
keswarar | : 


A Vaishnava Agama 

A priestly class performing poojas to village deities 
Devotional Verses in praise of Vishnu sung by great Alwars 
Sweet Pndding 

The seat on which the deity is placed 

The Tamil term for a flower | 

А form of ceremonial worship offered to the deity 

The priest who does pooja at village temples 

A celebrated vaishnavite poetic composition 


Circumambulation of the deity in a temple 


Pradishta 


Pradosham 


Prakaram | e 
Pranavam 

Prasadham 

Prithvi 

Purusamrugam ЕС 
Pushkarani - 
Pushpam 

Pushpavanam 
Rajagopuram 

Rakshasas 

Ratham 

Rathnakireedam 
Rishabam 22% 
Sadagopam 


Sahasranama Archana ... 


Samasthanam 

Samharam PUN 
| Sandanakappu ... 
Sangu 

Sannadhi 

Sanyasi 
Sapa-Vimochanam 
Sathumurai 

Sayanam ... 
Sayaratchai wee 
Sevalkodi 

Simba 

Sivacharyas 


Somavaram 


Sthalam T 


Sthalapuranam ... 
E 


Sthalaviruksham ... 


389 


Installation 


Evening of the 13th Thithi 90 minutes before and after sun set. 


auspicious for worshipping Lord Siva 
The verandah or passage around the Sanctum Sanctorum 
The sacred syllable “OM” 
Anything given after being offered to God 
Earth 
The guardian deity in rural parts 
The sacred temple tank 
The sanskrit term for a flower 
A thicket of flower plants 
The main Pagoda 
Demons 
Chariot 
Ornamental head dress usually studded with diamonds 
A bull 


A small metal head cover on which Vishnu’s feet are engraved and which is placed 


over the head of worshippers in Vishnu temples 


A form of archana or worship usually offered to.the deity with a recital of 1,008 


names 
The body administering the affairs of a group of temples 
Destruction 
Smearing the idol with sandal paste 
The conch-shell 
The passage leading to sanctum 
A Saint 
Deliverance from a curse 
Concluding festival in honour of Vaisinava Saints 
In a reclining posture 
Pooja in the evening 
The banner of Lord Muruga having the figure of a cock 
Lion-A common vahanam used in temples 
The Brahmin priests in temples belonging to the saivite sect. 
Monday 
A sacred centre 


The legend regarding the origin of a sacred place 


The sacred tree connected with the legend of the temple 


It is considered 


Sthupi 

Suyadi 
Swayambu 
Thaila-kappu 
Thaligai 
Тћапдауат 
Thapasu 
Theertham 
Theerthavari 
Thenkalai 
Theppam 

Ther 

Thevara Padasala 
Thirumana Kolam 
Thirumanjanam 
Thirumudi 
Thirunakshathiram 
Thiruppavai 
Thiruvádi 
Thiruvizha 
Thiruvoymozhi 
Thotti 

Uchikala Pooja 
Ugra 


Urchavam or Uthsavam... 


Ushaskala Pooja 
Uthsava Murthy 
Vadakalai 
Vahanam 
Vannam 

Varam 
Varaprasadi 

Vel 

Vibhoothi 
Vigraham 


Vimanam 
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Pillar 
A palm leaflet giving valuable information 
That which appears of its own accord 


Smearing the idol with oil 


A kind of sweet offering known as Pongal in Tamil to deities on festive occasions 


Divine Dance 

Penance 

Sacred tank of the temple - 

A festival during which tho deity is immersed in holy water 
One of the tO 'sects among Vaishnavites 

Floating festiyal | | 

The temple car 5 

А school to teach Fkevara hymns”” 

Marriage Pose 

The bath of an idol 

The head of the chief idol in a temple 

An asterism under which a saint or a great person is born 
A poem in Nalayira Prabandam by Sri Andal in praise of Lord Vishnu 
Sacred feet of a deity 

Festival 

Devotional verses by Saint Nammalwar 

А trough 

Pooja done in mid-day 

Fierce, Powerful, angry 

Festival 

Early morning Pooja 

An idol worshipped on festival days 

A major sect among Vaishnavites 

Divine Mount 

Colourful 

Boon 

The Almighty who grants boons to devotees 

A spear or lance of Lord Muruga 

The sacred ash 

An idol 


The roof of the Sanctum 


Viswa-Roopam 
Yaga f 
Yagasalai 

Yali 


Yanai 
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The omnipresent form of God 

A special sacrificial ceremony 

The place in which a sacrificial ceremony is observed 

A fabulous animal like a lion with an elephant's proboscis, possibly the mammoth 


The Tamil term for an elephant 


